MOGADISHU, Somalia
(AP)- Somalia’s warlords are
re-emerging and pose a threat
to humanitarian aid deliver-
ies to the needy, the United
Nations warned Wednesday,
as the government struggles
to quell growing unrest.

Rising violence and a
power vacuum caused by the
ousting of Islamic forces by
the transitional government
could lead to a return of the
chaos that plagued Somalia
for 16 years, the U.N. said in
a monthly report.

The spiraling violence is
also likely to undermine at-
tempts to deploy an African
Union peacekeeping mission
designed to protect the
country’s weak, Ethiopian-
backed government and train
a new army for the lawless

nation.

“The re-emergence of
warlords also raises serious
concerns about the need to
ensure principled humanitar-
ian action and a do-no-harm
approach,” the U.N said.

The report warned it was
critical to avoid the “coercion
and violence” perpetrated by
warlords and their militias in
the past, as they sought to
cash in on aid flowing into
the country.

The U.N. estimates
around ! million Somalis
need humanitarian aid.

In Mogadishu, the
nation’s restive capital of 2
million, gunmen are being
paid $2 a day to serve as vigi-
lantes, according to business-
men and residents. Fighting
here has killed at least 25
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Somalia’s warlords re-emerge

people in the last two weeks.

“The government has to
take responsibility for secu-
rity, before they get help from
African peacekeepers,” said
Abdi Mo’ali Husein, a resi-
dent who has organized pri-
vate security efforts.

About 15 pri‘vate check-
points have been set up in
residential areas and armed
militia are being employed
by businesses to prevent at-
tacks, according to Ibrahim
Omar Sabriye, Mogadishu’s
deputy mayor.

Mogadishu Police Chief
Ali Sa’id Abdi said his offic-
ers are working to contain the
violence.

Islamic extremists op-
posed to the government rou-
tinely attack official build-
ings in Mogadishu, as well as

Zimbabwe’s inflation
rate is skyrocketing

JOHANNESBURG,
South Africa (AP) - Huge
price increases for bread,
electricity and meat drove
Zimbabwe's annual inflation
rate to 1,593.6 percent, the
Central Statistical Office was
quoted Tuesday as saying,

The figure Yor January
2007 represents a 312.5 per-
cent increase on the Decem-
ber rate, the biggest leap in
17 months.

Economists have said
there could be hourly price
increases in stores by May or
June, the Zimbabwe Inde-
pendent newspaper reported
last week.

Zimbabwe has seen run-

Barber —

(Continued from Page 16)
said. “He’s incredibly hand-
some, he’s incredibly charm-
ing, he’s incredibly person-
able and he’s incredibly
smart,” he said, “and that's a
rare quality.”

NBC News President
Steve Capus also said Barber
came with a backup.

“On those days when
you're not feeling well, we’ll
just call Tampa Bay and get
your brother,” Capus said.
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To place your classified
ads, help wanted, legal
notices just call
(702) 380-8100

away inflation for five years
since President Robert
Mugabe began seizing thou-
sands of White-owned com-
mercial farms for redistribu-
tion to Blacks.

Agricultural production -
once Zimbabwe's economic
backbone — has dropped 40
percent, and foreign inves-
tors have fled as dozens of
companies have been forced
to close. Unemployment is
now more than 70 percent.

The Zimbabwean dollar
has plummeted in value in re-
cent weeks, trading now at
around 9,550 to the $1 on the
widely used parallel market,

more than 38 times the offi-

cial 250:1 rate set by the Re-

serve Bank of Zimbabwe.
Consumers struggle to

keep up with daily price

changes for goods, while the.

government accuses busi-
nesses of sabotaging the
economy by adjusting prices.

“The month-on-month
rate of inflation is now 45.4

percent, following steep in-
creases in rentals and the
prices of bread and cereals,”
the statistics office said in the
state-controlled Herald
newspaper.

Central bank governor
Gideon Gono this month pro-
posed a four-month price and
wage freeze starting March 1,
but there was little sign that
businesses and workers
would heed his call.

The Central Statistics Of-
fice said that the cost of liv-
ing had increased by 64.53
percent from December
2006.

A wave of discontent is
sweeping through the public.
For seven weeks, nurses and
doctors have been on strike
at four hospitals in the capi-
tal, Harare, and in Bulawayo.

A civil servants’ union
this weekend gave the gov-
ernment until Friday to agree
to a 400 percent wage hike
for its 180,000 members or
face unspecified “action.”
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Ethiopian troops deployed
here.

In December, Ethiopia
sent thousands of soldiers
into Somalia to help the
U.N.-recognized government
defeat an Islamic movement
trying to take over the coun-
try.

The AU peacekeeping
force would replace the
Ethiopian soldiers, who are
widely despised by
Mogadishu residents.

However, it is not clear if
the peacekeepers would be
welcome, either, after dem-
onstrations over the weekend
by Somalis opposed to the
expected AU deployment.

The U.N. Security Coun-
cil is discussing in New York
a draft resolution on Soma-
lia, giving its blessing to an
AU peacekeeping force that
would serve in the country
for six months.

Ethiopia had planned to
withdraw its forces quickly,
although the growing unrest
makes a full withdrawal un-
likely until at least the arrival
of AU troops.

Ethiopian Foreign Affairs
Minister Seyoum Mesfin met
with Somali President
Abdullahi Yusuf on Tuesday
in the southern town of
Baidoa.

They discussed the wors-
ening security situation and
resurgence of resistance
groups, said a government
official who declined to give
his name because he was not
authorized to talk to the me-
dia.

Somalia has not had an
effective national govern-
ment since 1991, when war-
lords overthrew dictator
Mohamed Siad Barre and
then turned on one another,
throwing the country into
anarchy.

A transitional government
was formed in 2004 with
U.N. help, but has had little
authority because it has no
real army or police force.
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RTC Paratransit Eligibility Specialist

The Regional Transportation Commission of Southem Nevada
(RTC) is currently recruiting for a RTC Paratransit Eligibility
Specialist.

DUTIES: Reviews case notes and files to determine the most
appropriate course of action in such difficult, complex and
specialty areas relating to determinations of denial and
requests for appeal. Interviews clients to obtain information,
determines eligibility for various RTC ADA Paratransit
services and programs and assesses the appropriateness of
referral to other related transportation services, such as the
Veterans Administration (VA), American Cancer Society,
Helping Hands, etc. Assess the appropriateness of the -
referral to contract providers to ensure efficient assessment.
Obtains and verifies medical documentation relating to
specific conditions and disabilities of the client; contacts
physicians, medical professionals, social workers, and other
public and private resources as necessary in order to clarify
the medical condition and to ensure appropriate eligibility
determination. Assist clients in completing the ADA
Paratransit Services Certification Application; provides,
explains and interprets federal regulations and guidelines
outlined in the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA).

Salary Range: $30,700.80 - $47,569.60
Position Closes: Monday, March 5, 2007

For more information or to apply on-line please visit
www.rtcsnv.com
RTC is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer

(702) 676-1500 » TDD (702) 676-1834 « www.rtcsnv.com

“Your Community of Choice”

Join the City of North Las Vegas team and discover a unique
community in which to live work and play!

Located at the tip of the Las Vegas Valley, North Las Vegas (Population
200,0004) is the 2nd fastest growing Ciry in the U.S. With an abundance
of parks and recreational acrivities the City of North Las Vegas is known for
its friendly atmosphere, development opportunities, civic pride and quality
scrvices,

We have the following career opportunities available in Planning & Zoning:

* Manager, Planning $77,153 - $113,801
* Planning Examiner $46,556 - $67,041

We offer a 4 day-36 hr work week (Mon-Thurs) and a highly competitive
benefits package, including City paid medical, dental and vision for employees
and their families, and full City paid (19.75%) retirement in Nevada State
Employees Retirement System, no state income taxes, and no social security
deductions.

Choose the City of North Las Vegas and become part of a community of
unprecedented growth and a robust future.

Interested candidates apply with lecter of interest, resume and application may
apply on line: www.cityofnorthlasvegas.com or

CITY OF NORTH LAS VEGAS
Human Resources Dept.

2225 Civic Center Dr,, Ste 226
North Las Vegas, NV 89030

(702) 633-1500

Monday-Thursday; 8:00am-6:00pm
(Building access until 5:45pm)
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An Affirmarive Action/EEQ Employer
We hire only those individuals suthorized 1o work in the U.S.

CASINO

ALWAYS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS:
Prep Cooks
Food Servers
Bus Persons
Kitchen Helpers
Line Cooks
Dining Room Runners
Keno Runner/Writers
21 Dealers
Dice Dealers
Security Officer
Poker Prop Players
Please go to www.jobflash.com/boyd
for a complete listing of openings.

5111 Boulder Highway, Las Vegas, NV 89122
APPLY AT WWW.JOBFLASH.COM/BOYD
OR CALL 1-866-JOB-BOYD
Equal Opportunity Employer




