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By Tasha Pope
Sentinel-Voice

The Fremont Street Expe-
rience is the host site for Las
Vegas's Fourth Annual Taste
& Sounds of Soul celebration
the weekend of February 24
through 26.

This outdoor food festival
is held in honor of Black His-
tory Month in conjunction
with the fourth anniversary
of Fitzgeralds Hotel Casino
owner Don Barden, the first
African-American to own a
major gaming property in
Las Vegas.

*“You can’t have a celebra-
tion of Black History Month
without celebrating our
food,” said event creator
Kimberly Bailey Tureaud of
Culturally Diverse Advertis-
ing/Media Relations LLC.

The event is staged
throughout the multiple-
blocks-long, open-space
walking and sitting area un-
der the light display canopy
attraction downtown where
Fitzgeralds is located at 301
Fremont Street at Third
Street.

Organizers say the event
has grown and will showcase
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Fourth Taste & Sounds
of Soul set for downtown

“You can’t have a
celebration of
Black History
Month without
celebrating our

food.”

— Kimberly Bailey Tureaud
Culturally Diverse Advertising/
Media Relations LLC

over 30 vendors from Las
Vegas and Los Angeles who
will sell flavorful and inter-
esting food dishes, primarily
soul food and traditional
Southern-style cuisine.

“Soul food is the only type
of food [that offers] ribs,
gumbo, catfish, chicken...”
Bailey Tureaud explained.

Taste & Sounds of Soul
admission is free to the pub-
lic. This year, the event has
been extended to three days
from two. It runs from Fri-
day, 4:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.;
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 10:00
p.m. and Sunday, noon to
6:00 p.m.

Gospel and R&B music
will be performed by local

artists, and many celebrities
are expected to make guest
appearances, including,
Loretta Devine, and Frankie
Beverly and Maze, according
to Bailey Tureaud.

“It will be more exciting
...more people, [the event
will be] a bigger celebra-
tion,” Bailey Tureaud said.

New this year will be Los
Angeles’s Roscoe’s House
Chicken & Waffles serving
their famous signature fried
chicken and waffles.

Last year’s two-day event
drew around 20 food vendors
and about 14,000 people at-
tended.

For more information, call
615-8216.

MaM soul food returns

By Tasha Pope
Sentinel-Voice

Known for juicy yetcrispy fried chicken
and melt in your mouth peach cobbler,
Mé&M soul food is back open here in Las
Vegas.

Now revamped and positioned closer to
downtown, M&M has resurfaced as more
of a Southern-style café than a formal res-
taurant and is designed to handle a large
take-out service. The new location is 3923
W. Charleston Blvd. in the Westgate Shop-
ping Center at Valley View

“Traditionally, most of our facilities in
California are this [café] style. It gives it
the home feel of what this soul food thing
is all about. [The café is] a lot more relax-
ing and comfortable for the people,” owner
Tim Gilmore explained. He said there is a
long counter with a swivel stools, booths
and simple, clean conversational décor.

The restaurant franchise, which origi-
nated in Mississippi, began with M&M'’s
namesake Mary Elizabeth Stewart in 1968
when she sold soul food plates to people in
her community. She was known as Missis-
sippi Mary. M&M was opened in Los An-
geles in 1985 by the family.

There are five restaurants — four in
California and one in Las Vegas. Gilmore
is now the sole owner of the Las Vegas fran-
chise and has plans to continue his expan-
sion process in the near future.

He said he plans to open franchises in
“Arizona, [Washington], D.C., Atlanta,”
and adds “Mississippi” to the list, where

there is no M&M currently.

M&M'’s original corporate founder
Ventress “Venni Mac” McCallum, brother
of Mississippi Mary (Stewart) and
Gilmore’s partner at the local restaurant’s
former location on South Jones near
Harmon, was shot and killed April 2004
outside McCallum's Ladera Heights home.

His legacy lives on through Gilmore’s
persistence to make the vision they once
shared come to fruition.

“It [the expansion of the M&M s fran-
chise] was something [McCallum] and I
discussed and something we wanted to
happen — and I'm on a quest to do that, to
complete it for him,” Gilmore said.

“Soul food restaurants are becoming ex-
tinct. [I'm] continuing the [original M&M
family] legacy that’s been going on for the
last 40 years,” Gilmore said.

He said he’d like to open one more lo-
cation in Las Vegas, possibly in a Black-
owned casino.

Gilmore has made some changes lo-
cally. The café now opens at 7 a.m., seven
days a week, and breakfast is served daily.

“We've always had breakfast in Cali-
fornia.” Gilmore said. “We make corn
cakes now, opposed to corn muffins,” he
added.

He said the pancake-shaped flapjacks
are made fresh for each order. Other addi-
tions include healthier choices like veggie
plates, turkey bacon and turkey links in
addition to traditional breakfast meats.

If you would like more information
about M&M call (702) 453-7685.

Reverend
LEONARD B. JACKSON

in classic Las Vegas style!

memorable occasion!

HEARTS & ROSES
WEDDING CHAPEL
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At HEARTS & ROSES WEDDING
CHAPEL, we want to make your special
wedding day a dream come true!

Off the Strip, nestled away in the
legendary world-renowned Liberace Plaza,
our professional wedding coordinators
bring together unforgettable, exquisite
weddings and receptions that will be
cherished for a lifetime.

Our affordably unique packages offer
themes, divine destinations, holiday and specialty events, all

Your personal coordinator will make sure that you will
have everything your heart desires to make this a glorious and

~ ~CHAPEL HOURS ~
~ Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday & Holidays: By appointment only

RENEW YOUR VOWS 239 | HEARTS, MY SWEET 249
» Wedding Chapel « Wedding Chapel (max. 10 guests)
+ Personal Wedding Coordinator + Personal Wedding Coordinator
+ Flowers (Single Rose Presentation & + Flowers (Rose Presentation &
Groom's Boutonniere) Groom's Boutonniere)
+ Pictures (2 - 4x6) + Pictures (4 - 4x6)
« Renewal Certificate + Limo (for Bride and Groom)
BEST OF THE ROSE *339 | ROMANCE & ROSES 449
+ Wedding Chapel + Wedding Cnapal
* Personal Wedding Coordinator + Personal Wedding Coordinator
HEARTS & ROSES + Flowers I(Brida! Bouquet & Groom's - Flowers (Bridal Bouguet, Groom's
WEDDING Boutomra;a] Sx7 4 4x6 Boutonniere, Maid/Matron of Honor
CHAPEL * Commm -0 A06) Bouquel, Best Man's Bautonniere)
il + Portraits (1 - 8¢10, 1 - 5x7, 2 - 4x6)
All prices and packages subject b | + Limo 3 :
change without notics, Minimum nor- * Video/DVD
refundable deposit required on al + Limo
packages, Prices do nol include |  ELWIS AT THE HEARTS —*549
taxes, licanss foe or gratulies, . Wedding Chapel
LICENSING INFORMATION + Personal Wedding Coordinator ROSES, MY SUITE ‘699
Application for License; « Flowers (Single Rose Presentation + Wedding Chapel
County Clerk's Offic2, & Groom's Boutonniere) + Personal Wedding Coordinator
Courthouse * Portraits (1 - 5x7, 4 - 4x6) + Flowers (Bridal Cascade, Groom's
200 South 3rd Street * Video / DVD Boutonmiers, Maid/Matron of Honor
Las Vegas, NV 89102 Elvis will present the single rose presenta- Bouquet, Bast Man's Boutonniere)
(702) 455-3156 tion to the bride and perform a total of 3 « Portraits (1 - 8x10, 3 - 547, 2 - 4x6)
OTHER INFORMATION ok + Video
A picture 1D is required: Elvis will escort the bride down the aiske * Limo
Driver’s License, Passport while singing a song of her choice and dur- + 3 day / 2 nights*
or Military ID. ing the caremony, 2 additional songs will ba “soloct woskonds. Basad on avaiabilly.
Application Fee: §55 cash performed. e
al courthouse
Waiting period: None
Blood fest: None HEARTS & ‘2995
* Wedding Chapel
Suggested Minister's Gratuity: * Personal Wedding Coordinator
$75.00 * Flowers (Bridal Cascade, Groom's Boutonniere,
Sungestad Musidian Gratuit MaidMatron of Honor Bougquet, Best Man's Boulonniere)
s000 + Portraits (1 - 8x10, 3 - 5x7, 2 - 4x6)
* Video / DVD
Chapel Sealing: + Limo
50 people + Wedding Reception (up to 50 quests)

< "*1 275 E. TROPICANA AVENUE - Suite 20
~ LASVEGAS, NV. 89119
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