
Gay 
(Continued from Page 1) 
in the shadows. They have 

reaped little from expanding 
gay rights or television 
comedian Ellen DeGeneris’ 

coming out on national TV. 
With the exception of 

Michael Boatman who plays 
Carter, an outspoken gay 

activist on ABC’s Spin City 
black gay men have a minute 
TV presence. 

And though award- 

winning author E. Lynn 
Harris is making waves in 

literary circles, the battle is 
far from over. 

“Their is a culture within 

“Silence perpetuates the 

spread of the disease. ” 
— Ron Lawrence, executive director Community Counseling Center 

a culture (for black gay 
men),” said Ron Lawrence, 
executive director of the 

Community Counseling 

Center. He said a black gay 
man from Mississippi would 
tend to be more introverted, 
given the social climate of 

the South. Whereas, a black 

gay man from Los Angeles 
might be more cosmopolitan 
and open, he said. 

Lawrence, who is white, 
treats many black gay men. 

He said the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic has opened eyes 
once closed to the disease. 

Since AIDS and HIV rates 

are skyrocketing in the black 

community, Plotkin urges 
blacks to begin dialogue. 

“Silence perpetuates the 

spread of the disease,” he said. 
It (silence) created the same 

(AIDS) crises 15 years ago in 
the gay community.” 

Even if you haven’t 

SAVED A LOT 
for a home, 

you’ve probably saved 

ENOUGH. 

EQUAt HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 

It’s not easy saving up to buy a home 

these days. But with the FHA, it 

isn’t as hard as you’d thin\. Because 

with an FHA loan, you could get 

into a home of your own with a down 

payment as little as a few months 

rent. And you don’t need a perfect 

credit record or a high'paying job 

House /Down Payment 

$30,000..$900 

$60,000.$2,500 

$90,000 .$4,000 

to qualify. In 

fact, depending 

upon the house 

you buy, your monthly payments 

may not be much more than your 

rent. So as\ any real estate agent 

or lender for details. Or just call 

1'800'CALL FHA.We’ll show you 

just how close you are to becoming 

a homeowner. 

Well get you home. 

U.S. Dept, of Housing and Urban Development 

To qualified buyers only. Closing costs and fees additional. Actual monthly payments will vary based on price of home and terms. 


