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specific contracts for SBA- 
certified economically and 
socially disadvantaged 
businesses. 

Blacks, Hispanics, Asians 
and Native Americans are 

presumed to be socially 
disadvantaged. But they, white 
women and disabled persons, 
who can qualify for the program, 
must demonstrate clear and 
convincing evidence of 
economicdisadvantage, experts 
said. 

In fiscal year1994, 5,646 
business participated in the 
program nationally and were 

awarded contracts worth about 
$3.6 billion. 

But critics do not question 
whether the program works. 
They question whether the 
program works fairly. 

Their argument focuses on 

the role of the SBA in obtaining 
contracts for the members of the 
set-aside program. 

NBCC officials said the role 
of the agency should be that of a 

watchdog. The goal of the 
program should work with 
government purchasing agents 
to get them to hire a more 

balanced number of minorities. 
Instead, “they’ll get one or 

two of the good old boys and 
give them all the business,” 
Alford said. “It’s totally out of 
wackwith whatthey’re supposed 
to be doing.” 

In Las Vegas, for example, 
there were never more than three 
listed Native American 8(a) 
participants during the last six 
years, but on average they have 
received 41.41 percent of the 
business, NBCC officials said. 

The reason the situation has 
(See SBA, Page 11) 

Nika’s presents 
"Christmas in Blatk” 

Between 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. on Saturday, July 13,1996, at 
705 W. Van Buren Ave., Nika’s (647-2242) in conjunction with 

Jimmy’s Westside MarketandVONS are sponsoring “Christmas 
in Black,” of which a portion of the proceeds benefit The Walker 
African-American Museum. 

The event is a conglomerate of gifts, artists, crafters and 
miscellaneous businesses who are offering different ideas and 
merchandise for those who wish to get a head start on Christmas 
at an evening of shopping under the stars on “Xmas Tree Row". 

For vendor information call 399-2226 or 648-2956. 

The World s Most PowerfulGenie 
Has Just Met His Match. 

Starts Wednesday, July 17 | 

SBA District Las Vegas, Nevada 

“Last Month, I Walked 

Into U.S. Bank And 

Suddenly Everything 

Came Up Roses.” 

J^Lnd no, we’re not talking about flowers. We’re talking business. Your 

business. How to keep it running and help it grow. 
Sound good? Then you should talk to U.S. Bank. Because we make 

it easy to get a small business loan. You don’t need a Harvard degree, 
winning lottery numbers, or a ton of credit, either. 

So whether you’re in the business of helping people plant, package, 
plaster, or anything else, stop by your local U.S. Bank branch and apply for 

a small business loan today. Then sit back and watch your business bloom. 

For more information, or for the location of the 
U.S. Banh branch nearest yon, call 1-800-US BA.XKS. 

Small Business Loans 
From U.S. Bank 

Without you, there’s no its."' 
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