
Abu-Jamal, In Rare Interview, Criticizes Judae 

ABU-JAMAL 

PHILADELPHIA Black activist Mumia 
Abu-Jamal, seeking a new hearing on his 
death sentence for killing a policeman, 

i has renewed his criticism of the judge 
j who presided over his 1982 trial and is 
j now overseeing the retrial hearing, 
j In an interview with New York’s WBAI/ 
I Pacifica radio, Abu- Jamal said Court of 

j Common Pleas Judge Albert Sabo’s 
conduct in the hearing is a repeat of his 

original trial. 
That trial, Abu-Jamal’s 

attorneys claim, was marred by 
judicial bias and prosecutorial 
misconduct. 

“What should be clear to 
everyone is that the behavior of 
the judge has not changed one 

iota,” Abu-Jamal said. 
The interview was conducted 

Thursday, and broadcast late 
Thursday evening. 

Abu-Jamal is a former teen- 

age Black Panther and radio 
journalist who was convicted of 
the 1981 murder of Philadelphia 
policeman Daniel Faulkner. 

The case has drawn 
widespread international 
attention, with foreign political 

Jackson Cloud Hangs Over Clinton 
WASHINGTON As 

President Clinton’s re-election 
prospects brighten, a political 
threat from the left hangs over 

his future the prospect of a 

presidential run by civil rights 
leader Jesse Jackson. 

Now 54, Jackson is an 

inspiring but polarizing figure 
who ran unsuccessfully for the 
White House in 1984 and 1988 
as a Democrat. This time, he 
says he is considering running 
as an independent. 

Even if the charismatic black 
leader only took 5 percent of the 
popular vote away from Clinton, 
political analysts and Democratic 
strategists believe that could be 
fatal for the president in what is 
expected to be a close race 

againstthe Republican nominee. 
In a wide-ranging interview 

last week, Jackson freely 
expressed his frustrations with 
what he sees as a stri ng of broken 
promises by Clinton. 

"We were promised by Mr. 
Clinton an economic stimulus, a 

plan to reinvest in the cities 
there’s been no plan to reinvent 
or reinvest. The only plan for our 

youth is to lock them up in 
historical numbers,” he said. 

“I supported Bill Clinton for 
president in 1992," Jackson said. 
He put forward some very strong 

promises for our cities. He 
promised not a child (should go) 
to waste and yet, what do we 

see?” 
Jackson rejects the notion 

that he would be responsible for 

putting a Republican in the White 
House if he ran as an 

independent. “If I were to run, I 
would run to win,” he said. 

He believes he would inspire 
large numbers of disaffected 
citizens to register to vote, which 
could help the Democrats regain 
control of Congress even if they 
lost the White House. Most of all, 
he believes his candidacy would 
force Clinton to address issues 
he is currently ignoring. 

“If my not running would help 
assure hisvictoryand my running 
would assure his defeat, 
therefore we are part of this 
equation, are we not? And if we 

are part of the equation, we must 
be at the table to discuss direction 
and priorities. That becomes 
critical,” Jackson said. 

Jackson was pleased last 
month when Clinton backed 
affirmative action programs that 
seek to help minorities and 
women in work and education, 
but he is pressing for more. 

He knows that as long as his 
candidacy is a viable threat, 
Clinton cannot afford to ignore 
him. He is therefore likely to 
prolong the suspense as long as 

possible. 
He could delay a decision to 

run as a Democrat until next 
December. If he were to run as 

an independent, he could wait 
as long as May or June 1996 
before making up his mind. 

Jackson believes he could 
have the same electrifying effect 
as he did in his previous 

Poll: Americans Unhappy 
With Politics, Politicians 

NEW YORK Americans are 

disenchanted by politics and 
politicians as never before and 
do not necessarily believe that a 

third party would solve their 
problems, according to a poll 
released Saturday 

The New York Times/CBS 
News poll, published in the 
Times, reveals that Americans 
are just as dissatisfied with the 
work of Republicans on Capitol 
Hill this year as they are with the 
performance of President 
Clinton. 

In each case, only 26 percent 
said the officeholders were doing 
a good job. 

Although 55 percent said the 
United States needed a new 

party, 61 percent said a third- 
party president would still have 
trouble dealing with Congress, 
according to the telephone poll 
of 1,478 adults between August 
5 and August 9. 

The poll has a margin of error 

of plus or minus three percentage 
points. 

The results of the survey 
suggested that former Army 
General Colin Powell would run 

more strongly than other third- 
party nominees against Clinton 
and Republican frontrunner 
Senator Bob Dole, the 
newspaper reported. 

It said that in a trial race, the 
three finished in a virtual dead 

(See POLL, Page 20) 

campaigns, when he generated 
huge fervor on the campaign 
trail, won several state primaries 
and pushed the Democratic 
Party to the left a factor that 

may have contributed to its 
defeat in 1984 and 1988. 

He also polarized opinion 
between blacks and whites and 

(See Jackson, Page 20) 

leaders and activist groups 
calling for his sentence to be 
commuted. 

Abu-Jamal said he has been 
gratified by an' outpouring of 
support, which has come from 
Hollywood celebrities, 
academics, foreign governments 
and others. 

“They’re not all radicals; 
they’re not all ex-Black 
Panthers,” he said. “No one could 
have predicted that this 
movement would have grown 
and mushroomed as it has 
among such a broad spectrum 
of people, but it has, and I’m 
sincerely and deeply grateful to 

every one. 

The retrial hearing, now in its 
third week, has been marked by 
verbal sparring between Abu* 
Jamal’s attorneys and the judge. 

Sabo atone point briefly jailed 
attorney Rachel Wolkensteinfor 
arguing over a ruling, and he has 
threatened lead defense 
attorney Leonard Weinglass with 

contempt fines. 
Sabo has criticized the 

defense lawyers for being 
unprepared and violating court 
procedure; they have criticized 
him for not acting in good faith. 
He has rejected motions to 

(See Abu-Jamal, Page 20) 
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1-800-The-BofA 
Good opportunities are not always easy to spot, which is why it’s nice when some- 

one points one out. That’s why at Bank of America we’re putting out the word that 

we have one of the lowest rates on home equity lines. Plus, we’re introducing 

Loan By Phone,™ the easiest way to take advantage of this offer. All you have to 

do is pick up the phone, give us a little information and you’ll have your answer 

in about 24 hours. And best of all, there are no points and no bank fees. So now's 

the perfect time to remodel the kitchen or build that new pool. Simply call Loan 

By Phone at 1-800-THE-BOFA or stop by any 

branch to apply. But don’t wait too long, because 

this is one opportunity you won’t want to miss. 

Call 1-800-The-BofA. Bank of America 
m 

Banking on America 

Home equity line rates as of 8/6/95. The introductory variable 7.27% APR is "discounted" for the first six billing cycles. Beginning in the seventh billing 
cycle, the standard fully-indexed APR will be based on the index plus a margin of 3.50%. APR can vary monthly. Maximum APR is 18%. No points, 
no fees and no closing costs to open a line of credit but borrower is responsible for any costs to provide required lien position. Annual fee of 
$50 waived the first year. The APR on an optional fixed rate loan taken 8/6/95 was 11.18% APR for less than S20.000 and 9.68% APR for 
$20,000 or more. Additional finance charge of $75 for fixed rate loans term 5 years or less. 1.5% of fixed rate loan amount if over 5 years. 
Rates for Nevada owner-occupied primary residences. Adequate property insurance required. Rate discount valid on Equity Maximizer 
Standard Product. Program terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. ©1995 Bank of America Nevada. Member FDIC. 
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