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PROTEST FEDERAL OBJECTIONS TO
"RACE-BASED" SCHOLARSHIPS

by Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr.

At a time when the United
Statesis becoming more racially
polarized, the recent announce-
ment by the U.S. Department of
Education concerning its stated
objection to educational schol-
arships designed for racial and
ethnic students by colleges and
universities is bound to make
matters worse. The fact that an

lead the charge on this issue is
in itself an indication of the
lengths to which the Bush Ad-
ministration intends to go to fur-
ther erode this nation’s commit-
ment to racial justice.

Dr. Michael L. Williams, an
African American, is the Assis-
tant Secretary for Civil Rights in
the Department of Education.
Williams staged a national press

Department of Education’s ob-
jection to what is termed ‘race-
based” scholarships. Williams
asserted thatthese scholarships
are discriminatory and illegal.
Since the initial announce-
ment of the decision by the
Department of Education. an
uproarofdismayanddisapproval
from university officials, civil
rights leaders and others has

edly,inan attempt to allay grow-
ing public outcry, aides to Presi-
dent Bush forced Dr. Williams to
call another national press con-
ference “to retract and revise"
this new Department of Educa-
tion policy. Like adding saltto an
open wound. Williams and the
Departmentof Educationdid not
lotally ‘retract” or reverse the
policy of opposing minority-
based scho!arships W1I||ams
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conference to announce the

echoed across the nation. Alleg-
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stated that the current policy
would not allow colleges to use
money from their general oper-
ating budgets for scholarships
designed specifically for racial
and ethnic students. The New
York Times has reported that
for private colleges the current
source of money available for
minority scholarships is in fact
the general operating budgets
of these colleges. Thus, hun-

dreds of colleges would face a

cut off in Federal funds if some -

scholarships were restricted and

awarded to minority students.
Currently, there is a debate
among key aides to Bush con-
cerning how to do “damage
control" as a result of the
Administration’s position on this
issue becoming public. Accord-
ing to The Washington Post,
(See Protest, Page 17)

REMEMBER THE
HOMELESS

by Congressman
Augustus F. Hawkins

While most of us find ways to
enjoy the holiday season with
friends and loved ones, there is
an increasingly large group of
adults and youngsters whose
holiday will bring no reason to
celebrate: the homeless.

Many of these families and
individuals find themselvesinthis
unforfunate circumstance
through no fault of their own.
With our economy approaching
a recession, many businesses
have failed or issued pink slips
to employees to reduce ex-
penses. State and local govern-
ments have begunhiring freezes
and/or lowered pay rates, and
corporations have “downsized’
operations as well.

While many local communi-
ties have taken action to provide

some shelter and food, particu-
larly during the holiday season,
we have a long way to go to
alleviate this human displace-
ment. Each of us ought consider
how we might help.

The federal government has
been somewhat responsive to
this national embarrassment
through the McKinney Home-
less Assistance Amendments of
1990. The Act addresses a
number of the elements of
homelessness; including liter-
acy, education and job training,
child abuse, emergency com-
munity grants and prevention.
Here is some of what the Act will
provide:

... literacy and basic skills
training by focal school districts.

... grants to public/private
partnerships with demonstrated

(See Homeless, Page 17,
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