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materials. Riggs said that he thought that he 
knew how to get a copy of the ritual. 
Howard encouraged Riggs to get the copy 

|iof the ritual and have it printed. Riggs did 
iliust that. These two men became the 
Mfounders of Black Elkdom. 

Riggs’ participation in the organization of 
an Elks Lodge was the cause of his termina- 
tion as a Pullman porter. He said later: “The 

white Elks made it so warm for me that I 
left Cincinnati.” 

It was while he was a Pullman porter that 
Riggs came in contact with White Elks who 
had copies of the needed ritual. While he 
never revealed his method of obtaining the 

If you smoke... 
Here’s the latest comparative information for 

smokers who want lower tar & nicotine. 

Because times and tastes change, and be- 
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the next 20 years CARLTON introduced 
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lowest in tar of all brands, the lowest men- 
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CARLTON Box King was reported as less 
than 0.5 mg. tar, 0.05 mg. nicotine. 
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Our point is simply this. If you are inter- 
ested in the tar content of your cigarette, you 
should compare the tar content of your ciga- 
rette vs CARLTON. If you are interested in 
the lowest... 
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ritual, old-timers believe that he “bor- 
rowed” a copy. “The traditions of the 
Pullman service,” writes Dr. Charles H. 
Wesley Elks Historian, “were of such high 
caliber and the integrity of Riggs was such 
that it seems that the stealing of it was 

beyond the realm of probability, although it 
was entirely possible.” 

The Founding 

Riggs 
and Howard took the 

ritual to a printer 
and had 100 copies made. 
Since Riggs had procured the 
ritual, Howard advanced the 

money to pay for the printing. Riggs sought 
legal advice from George H. Jackson, an at- 

torney, concerning any possible infringement 
on the rights to the ritual of the lodge of 
White Elks. Jackson consulted the Register 
of Copyrights of the Libraiy of Congress in 
Washington, D.C. and learned that no Elks’ 
ritual had received a copyright. Riggs sent 
a copy of the ritual to the Register of 
Copyrights on September 28, 1898 and die 
copyright was granted to him. Riggs did not 

claim to be the author of said ritual, but on- 

ly its “proprietor.” 

Riggs and Howard worked for more than 
six months rearranging sections and reading 
the proof sheets. They were assisted in this 
matter by Frank Hunter, who later became 
Exalted Ruler of the Cincinnati Lodge. Elks 
regard these three men—Riggs, Howard and 
Hunter—as the “Three Musketeers” of 
early Elkdom among Blacks. Riggs and 
Hunter worked on the Constitution and By- 
Laws under the watchful eye of B.F. 
Howard. The first lodge of Black Elks was 

called to assemble on Monday evening, 
November 17, 1898 at the Masonic Hall on 

George Street. 

The following officers were elected: Ex- 
alted Ruler, Frank Hunter; Esteemed 
Leading Knight, Dr. J.C. Erwin; Esteemed 
Lecturing Knight, Arthur J. Riggs; Es- 
teemed Loyal Knight, B.F. Howard; 
Secretary, Dr. Frank Johnson; Treasurer, 
H.T. Jackson; Tiler, Vincent Dean; Out 
Side Guard, Benn Hall; Trustees: Peter 
Bates, Edward Smith, John Stowers, Ed- 
ward Gastin, Edward Gaither and Sam 
Brown. The other founding members were 

Detective Richard Read, Louis Clark, Sam 
Taylor, Randolph Kelly, Edward Cleveland, 
Harry Davis, George Butler and John 
Fitzhugh. 

White Elk Reaction 

When 
the White Elks 

heard the rumor that 
a Pullman porter had 
stolen an Elk ritual from 
a traveling man in a 

Pullman car and had set up a Negro Lodge 
in Cincinnati, they were furious. This is how 
Riggs described the reaction of the White 
Elks: 
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