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_ Pofnt of View

To Be Equal

VOTING FOR A

CHANGED COURSE

By John E. Jacob

The 1982 election
has come and gone,
and however experts
may Interpret the
results, one thing is
clear: voters clearly in-
dicated they don’t want
to “stay the course.”

The vote is a man-
date for changing the
economic policies the
electorate deems un-
fair, inequitable, and
responsible for the
Depression.

How else can we In-
terpret Democratic
gains In the House of
Representatives dou-
ble the normal gain for
the opposition party In
a mid-term election?
What else explains the
strong showing of
Democrats In guber-
natorial elections? Or
the capture of the ma-
jority of newly created
Sunbelt seats by mod-
erates?

Then there are the
surprising elections
where strong, popular
Republican candidates
went down to defeat,
clearly victims of voter
anger at national eco-

nomic policies. When
so strong a candidate
as New Jersey Republi-
can Millicent Fenwick
loses to a little-known
opponent, you know
that voters are demand-
ing a change in course.

If the election of 1980
marked a swing to the
right, the election of
1982 marked a shift
back to the center.

For blacks, the elec-
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tion results confirmed

two truisms — that the
black vote can make a
difference and that
race Is still a factor.

In countless elec-
tions around the coun-
try, the black vote was
crucial. Blacks were a

key factor Iin Mark
White’s gubernatorial
victory In Texas. And It
was a strong black turn-
out that helped tip the
scales for Mario
Cuomo In his close
race against Lewis
Lehrman, a candidate
who advocated a state-
based supply side ver-
sion of Reaganomics.
But offsetting any
complacency about the
importance of the black
vote was the bitter blow
of seeing Tom Bradley
defeated In his quest

the official nomination
of the Democratic Par-
ty, all should have
made him an easy
choice to replace the
retiring Democratic in-
cumbent of a tradi-
tionally Democratic
district. '

But Clark lost. Clear-
ly, he did not lose
because his district’s
voters suddenly
discovered a new-
found allegiance to the
Republican Party. He
lost because white
voters in the Delta

PEOPLE,

PLACES
and

POLITICS

By Joe Neal

Today is Thanksgiving. It is also, as the phrase
was coined in “Jesus Christ Superstar,” “the first
day of the rest of your life.” And two more years of
Reaganomics. It will be a difficult beginning. But,
even in bad times, such as we have now, there is al-
ways hope.

We can be thankful that our hopes are still alive.
And as long as we have hope, we will overcome any
economic adversity which threatens our economic
well being. Hope has kept us going. It has been the
vehicle of our dreams of a better world and has not
permitted us to vanquish in the sea of dispirited-
ness.

Hope has buttressed our dignity. It has not allow-
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ed us as a people to succumb to the quick fixed of
our dreams. No matter how tough the times have
and will become, we will not allow them to strip
away our dignity. Of course, we had a few among us

Editorial

The President of the United States, Ronald
Reagan, recently announced his intention to deploy
the MX missile system in a series of Wyoming silos.

The question is not why the President decided to
deploy the missile system, but where he decided to
put it. The question is why did he not deploy the
system in Nevada?

Nevada has one of the highest unemployment
rates in the nation, and the deployment of the
missile system in this state would certainly have
created more jobs, thus helping to decrease the
deficits of our several governmental entities.

Senator Howard Cannon stated that Wyoming
had lobbied harder for the system than Nevada.
What hindered Nevada from lobbying for the
system? Are we too conservative and/or rich a state
to admit that our unemployment rate needs a boost
in the downward direction? Maybe our politicians
were too busy politicking and lost sight of what their
job really waslis. If so, then they should be held
accountable for losing this employment opportuni-
ty and increasing the unemployment rate.

The argument has been raised that with such a
system in our state, our state would be more vulner-
able to an outside attack. It should be considered
that anywhere in the United States would be vulner-
able to a missile attack.

Now that the announcement has been made as
to where the missile system will be placed, it seems
that we in Nevada should send a congratulatory
message to Wyoming, or should Wyoming send a
message to us telling'us how stupid we were?

for California’s gover-
norship and Robert
Clark losing his bid to
become Mississippl’s
first black congress-
man since Reconstruc-
tion.

If anyone had a good
shot at becoming the
nation’s first black gov-
emnor, it was Tom Brad-
ley. He Is a former
policeman, mayor of
Los Angeles who suc-
cessfully gulded the ci-
ty through the hard-
ships of Proposition 13
economics, and an ac-
claimed moderate
elected with white
votes in a city with a
relatively small black
population.

But Bradley lost.
Was race a factor? It
will be hard to convince
blacks it wasn’t. Brad-
ley’s lead In the polls
melted away as many
people who told poll-
sters they would vote
for a black candidate,
voted their prejudices
in the privacy of the
ballot booth.

If Californilans blew
the opportunity to
demonstrate their
raclal maturity,
Mississippians con-

firmed the strong hold

racism retains in the
supposedly New South.

could not bring them:
selves to vote for their
own party’s black can-
didate, despite his en-
dorsement by state
leaders of both races.
Nevertheless, the
number of black Con-
gressmen Increased to
a record high, and the
Congressional Black
Caucus should be a po-
tent force In a new,
more pragmatic Con-

gress.
Two other races bear
comment. George

Wallace Is again gover:
nor of Alabama, this
time elected with the
help of the votes of
black voters he once
tried to keep segre-
gated. | don’t approve
of forgiving and forget-
ting but black
Alabamans obviously
declded to choose the
lesser of two evils,
since Wallace’s oppon-
ent espoused the
radical right.

And Lowell
Weicker’s re-election
against an attractive
opponent vindicates
the importance of
courage in politics.

Weicker fought strong- .

ly for civil rights, moun-
ting a one-man
filibuster against an
anti-busing bill In the

- to go astray and become involved in pursuits which
are not becoming to us as a people. We can expect
some of that to happen. But as black people, our
banner of dignity still flies high in the minds of most
of us.

We have style. If you don’t believe it, join me
some Saturday night in the back room of the Elks
Club on Owens Avenue. You can see our style in the
way that we dance, In the hair-dos, in the dress and
the way we “walk and talk that talk.” Some of us get
named according to our style. It makes no dif-
ference what Mother or Father have decided to call
you; we will call you by what is most prevalent
about you. In other words, you are subject to be
named according to your style. It is a cultural carry-
over from our African heritage that makes this so.

We have identity. The whole world knows who we
are. Our blackness sets us apart and enhances our
hope, our dignity and our style. We are a people
who are bound together by the predisposition of
color. It is our color which has enhanced the at-
maosphere of brotherly love and caused us to create
our own cultural tools such as the “Afro Comb,”
Sta-Soft hair spray, the blowout, music and many
other things which signify the identity of a people.
We wear our dignity up front for the world to see
and the world knows we are a distinct people. Even
though we are a religious people, it is not religion
which keeps us together, but the predisposition of
color. It is our color which has forced a universal
bond of friendship among us.

Let’s be thankful that we still have hope, dignity,
style, and identity. These are the major ingredients
of our own self-determination. So, in these hard
times we will continue to look ahead, because, as a
people, we have never been afraid of the future. It
has been stated in this column before and we will
say it again. Quoting from the lines of the Harlem
play, “When hell freezes over we will skate.”

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
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Robert Clark was a Senate, something ob-
congressional can- servers said was
didate with a strong political suicide. Well,
track record. Years in it turned out to be a
the state legisiature, a prescription for victory.
generally moderate Perhaps his example .

political stance, and will put some backbone ,

into the long-dormant

forces in Congress who

have so shamelessly

acquiesced in the war
against the poor.
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