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Conservative Blacks See New Hope In Future

By Juan Williams
Washington Post

SAN FRANCISCO —
You've heard about
Clarence Thomas, but
not by name. He is one
of the black people now
on center stage in
American politics: He is
a Republican, a longtime
supporter of Ronald
Reagan, opposed to the
minimum wage law, rent
control. busing and af-
firmative action. How a
black man can say no to
those policies is a
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mystery to most black
people.

But Clarence Thomas,
32, is.convinced that the
real mystery is how 90
percent of black
Americans could sup-
port those policies and
vote for Jimmy Carter.

! marched, I
protested. | asked the
government to help,.

black people.’’ says
Thomas. *‘l did all those
things. But it hasn't
worked. It isn’t working.
And someone needs to
say that.”’

To talk with Thomas is
to realize that his con-
servatism is born of the
same personal anger at
racism that fired militan-
ts of the 1960s. The wor-
st experience of his life,
says Thomas, a lawyer
who is an assistant to
Sen. John Danforth, R.-
Mo., was attending
college and law school

with whites who believed
he was there only
because of racial quotas
for the admission of
blacks.

“You had to prove
vourself everyday
because the presump-
tion was that you were

_dumb and didn’t deserve

to be there on merit."’
Thomas says. ‘‘Every
time you walked into a
law class at Yale it was
like having a monkey
jump down on your back
from the Gothic ar-
ches...The professors
and the students resen-
ted your very presen-
ce.!i

The same racism, the
assumption that he got
his job because he is
black, trails Thomas to
this day. He refuses to
work on any issue direc-
tly related to black
people because, he
says. his colleaques

again would assume that
he has the job only
because he is black.

““If | ever went to work
for the EEOC or did
anything directly con-
nected with blacks. my
‘career would be
irreparably ruined.’’ he
says. ‘‘The monkey
would be on my back
again to prove that |
didn’t have the job
because | was black.
People meeting me for
the first time would
automatically dismiss
my thinkinag as second-
rate.’’

Again and again_in
recent weeks. that
message has been re-
peated by black con-
servatives: blacks need
to get out of the black-
only issues and beaqin to
show their competence
in every field. in every

See HOPE, Page 18

Maxie-Curl

The New No Dryer Curl
For Today’s Energy
Saving World

A Product Designed With You
In Mind e No Color Change
« Non-Caustic

All Products Contain Jojoba Oil

For stronger more glorious hair
ask your hair stylist about Maxie-Curl
and Maxie-Curl Home Care Products

e,

~o

'_‘ -

ATTENTION PROFESSIONALS;
For information and orders

call (213) 798-2164
or (213) 681-7222

You can obtain Maxie-Curl Hair Care Products
and services at the following locations:

Barbara McNair's Beauty Salon
2917 W. Washington Ave.

Kitty's International Beauty Salon
1330 Las Vegas Blvd. South
Prince & Princess Beauty Saion
514 Bonnerville

Cozy Nook Beauty Salon
1284 Miller Ave.

Kurl Chateau

3128 Las Vegas Blvd. North
Hair Styles by Mary Salon
1300 ‘‘C'" Street

Bldg. D2

648-9262

SLOTS
" BAR

600 W. Jackson

NO LIMIT POKER
RESTAURANT

21

Qui 2
953 E. Sahara Ave..




