Andrew Young

a ..2Cc power rhetoric
imported from the U.S.,
and a romantic Marxism
from Cuba.

Manley launched a
series of reforms in at-
tempt to bridge these
conflicts and fulfill some
of the democratic
socialist ideals which he
had acquired at the Lon-
don School of Econmics.

Public schools were
opened to all, health ser-
vices were extended,
and minimum wage laws
for domestic and farm
workers were enacted.
Jamaica’s masses
began to get a piece of
the action.

In the midst of the
current election cam-

paign, Jamaica is beset
by inflation which
exacerbates the
problem, eats away at
the economy, and
threatens the further
development of social
services and im-
provement of living stan-
dards.

Edward Seaga, the op-
position leader of the
Jamaica Labor Party,
pledges to revitalize the
economy by renewing
the confidence of
American and British in-

vestors. But with the
world recession un-
derway, it is hard to

imagine his getting more
support from these sour-
ces than Jamaica is now
receiving in private in-
vestments from Norway,
West Germany and
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Canada.

The polls and press
have counted Manley
and his party out, but
these are the in-
struments of the middle
and upper classes. The
Jamaican populace is
predominantly poor and
working class, and from
the bottom up, the
progress over the last 10
years has been more
significant than the suf-
fering. Proverty has
always been there, but
the poor are not going to
give up their progress
and their hope without a
good Jamaican fight.

The outcome of this
struggle will redefine
this island nation’s iden-
tity and set its course for
the next five years.

Carl Rowan

ferences in performance
among students in a
poor neighborhood,
depending on the school
they attended.
‘*Education cannot com-
pensate for the
inequalities of society,”
said the report. ‘‘Never-
theless, we do suggest
that schools constitute
one major area of in-
fluence, and one which
is susceptible to
change.”’

A number of
newspapers have carried
stories in recent months
of success in places
where failure is usually
reported:

—At P.S. 91 in
Brooklyn, an overcrowded
school with virtually 100
percent minority
enrollment, the graffiti,
noise and truancy levels
are going down while
reading performances
are are going up.

—In Philadelphia,
students in middle and
upper grades are
generally recording the
highest scores they've
gotten since testing was
begun in 1967.

—At the Beasley
Academic Center on
Chicago’s South Side,
youngsters have
achieved the highest
reading scores and top
attendance records in
that city. This, mind you,
is one of the poorest
areas.

—Detroit, Newark,
New Orleans, children
are raising their reading

are bogged down by the
problems | mentioned
earlier, and their studen-
ts lag behind. What’s
more, there’s no guaran-
tee that even if
educators determine the
qualities that make for a
successful school — ef-
fective leadership,
strong discipline,
devoted teachers, con-
cerned parents? — they

THE

can be
everywhere.

Nevertheless, as a
ghetto school becomes
the pride of South Side
Chicago, as a child
reads better than his
brothers and sisters did
in Philadelphia — then
we can be at least a little
hopeful when those
school bells start ringing
again this week.
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scores.

Sure, these examples
of success are still the
exception, not the rule.
Most big-city schools




