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I his mooth the Joint Distribution Comin
trree enters its O60th year of service to needy
and distressed Jews throughout the warld, It
is  difficult 1o pinpoint the exact number of
people JDC  assisted since Its inception In
1914 but It I8 no exaggeration ro tha: it
WA 2.000.000 men, women and children
in about 75 coumiries ar a cost which just
thia past summaor ex ‘eeded one billion dallars

fhe IDC was organized shorily after the
outbreak of World War 1 by Jazcob Schiff,
Felix Warburg, Louis Marshall, Haerbert Leh-
man, Cyrus Adler, Paisl Baerwald and other
outstanding Jewish leaders of the early nine-
hundreds to coordinate the relie! efforis
of three separate organizations. Before it
Wis able 10 disband at the end of World War
I JDC found ltself facing a tremendous relief
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and reconatruction problem in Europe, There
was vast devaaration caused by the war. Jews
wore victimized by both the invaders and the
defenders, When that problem seemed solved
IDC Inaugurated a program to Yelp Russia's
Jews by resertling them on land -- the Agro-
loint program,

And so crisis lollowed crisis, emergency
after emargency brought new demands and

the agency which was supposed to be temporary

became instead a powerful, permaneat arm
of American Jewry extending ald to needy
and distresased Jewsa the world over, Un-

fortunarely lte greates: chapters were written
during the darkesat hours of the Jewiash people,
of German Jewn after the rise of Hitler

rescue

ind In

the early war years: and the relief
ind rehabllitation of the survivors of the
holocaust, There was also the iransport of
hundreda of thousands of survivors to Pa'es-
tine and ather havens In the {ree world: the
masaive airiifts from Iraq and Yemen to
I8 rae! the creation of the Malben program
in Israsl o care for tens of thousands of
iged, 11l and handicapped newcomers; feeding

rograma, package programs care of the aged
I I )

moedical care A ncl '\'J;jprll'! ol Jewish sChonls
ind yeshivot, Whatever the need IDC was
1 he wiping to arganize it, to find the people
implement and administer it and to fund it.
At the preseat time JDC (8 alding close
t 100,000 needy Jewa In 25 countries around
the world, With conditions as they are (1
I8 nat likely that its programs will diminish
in the coming year, 1If anything, the reverse
I8 mo~e likely, It would be a maost welcome
development if the 1DC could, at some time

in the near future, work liself out of existence.
However, this I8 a utoplan dream rhat Is
likely to be reauzed maay,

and an long as Jews are In

un-
maay years,
or in danger

for

need

LAS VEGAS ISRAELITE

_ Al DAVID |_APP WITHCHILDREN
OF JEWS IN THE MILITARY CELEBRA TE
HANUKKAH FTOGETHER UNDER SERVICES
[[;R")V?Di'.l) BY NATIONAL JEWISH WE|_FARE

0OA Rl)

CHAPLAIN E,

ITS RENEWAL TIME RIGHT NOW od |
! FORGOT TO SEND MY SUBSCRIPTION IN TO

| LAS VEGAS ISRAELITE - P.0. BOX 14096 1
| LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89114 I
i Dear Jack: '
[am desply interestsd in the welfars and growth of
our Jewish Community,
| Mﬂm“bmrnmuﬂdwl
l sribers l
NAME. PHONE
' ADDRESS, APT, No, a2
o ~STATE, ZIP, '
| DOne yeur (52 issues) $17.00 |
OTwe (104 Lssuen) $12.00 ‘
YOUR RENEWAL IS APPRECATEl —

overseas it Is gratifying and reassuring to
know that there is a Joint Distribution Comm-
ittee to come to their aid.

Fad M. Veivon

by RABBI SAMUEL SILVER

A lot of derogatory things have been said
about President Nixon,

Recipient of one of the grearest maiorities
in  Americay elecrion history, the chief
executive soon alter his viciory came on hard
timcs with the rushof the Wa ergate revelazions.

I'he  agony of Agnew further clouded the
adminisrration in Washington.

No one knows the osutcome of Wa:erg.lie.
but it is time ro say tha' in the Mideast sit-
uarion, Richard Nixon has acquitted himself

magnificently. i

The Orthodox Jewish segment in American
life have longz huzzahed Mr. Nixon. They
found him cn the right side in opposing Com
muilsm in Asia, They admired his defense
of aid to religious schools

They especially hailed him for
of Israel,

His support of Israz! has certainly earned

his suppore

him high marks He and his Secreiary of
State (about whom many Jews are worried
because of his proneness to lean over back-
wards) have sensed that Israel is not alone
endangered by the assaults of Arab brural-
iftarlans, bur that the cause of democracy

itself is impe ~illed.

I'he enormous  ald Washington senr rto
Jerusalem constitutes one of the bright spots
of this administration and warraars the acelaim
f  some Orihodox spokesmen who said that
Mr. Nixon has helped Isracl mp=e than all
f his predecessors (some avowed pro-Zion-
I818) put together,

By the time this appears in prinr, Mr.
Nixon may also have managed 1o aring abour
a cease-fire. I pray that the diploma:ic efforts
of the president and Dr, Kissinger will indeed
be fruitful, If Dr. Kissinger ascomplished
it, he will indeed have doubly earned his
Nabel Peace prize.

And the president can say that his sympathy
18 not only with Israel, but with the Arabh
masses, because the greatest enemy the Arab
maisses have s not I1srae! bur the Arab leade rs,
who hate their people and keep them in bondage,
in degradation and have wantonly sacrificed
thelr sons In total disregard of the standards

‘s“cency or compassion,

Foes of Mr. Nixon may see inthe president’s
resolute support of democracy in the Mid-
east a kind of atonement suitable to a war
which began with a Yom Kippur artack,

Friends of Mr. Nixon will see his action
15 evidence of his consistent opposition to
Communism.

Whatever be the views you hold, you will,
I know. join in applauding the man in the
White House for prompt and proper actions
in a time when decisiveness helped to assure
the triumph of human dignity,

0

WASHINGTON (WNS) -- The House of
Representatives has adopted by a 272-140 vore
the 1973 Trade Reform Act including the pr-
visions banning U.S. trade credits, investment
guaranrees and most favorsd nation sratus
for the Soviet Union until it relaxes restric-
tions on emigracion,
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creative imagination, the thought was derived
from and parterned after a real, historical
person. During the 4th century, Nicholas, an
eight year old orphan, but independently weal-
thy, spent his life being kind and generous to
the less fortunare in his native town in Asia
Minor. He was elevated to Bishop of Myra and
in the 9th century was canonized. His Dutch
name was Santa Claus,

The furthest reference to a Christmas tree
is a legendary story of a wounded Swedish off-
icer being cared for by the people of Leipsig
during the 30 Years War in the I7th cenrury.
As an offer of gratitude he set up a lighted tree
in a church on Christmas Day.

The Christmas tree was introduced to Amer-
ica in 1747 by Germans settling in Pennsylvania,
Five years later the Moravian sect decorated
their trees with lighted candles, Carholic and
Protestant colonists from Holland introduced the
annual St. Nicholas visitation to America,

Early colonists were divided in the recogni-
tion of December 25th. Members of Church of
England, Dufch Reformed, Lutheran, Roman
Carholic, Episcopalian and certain German sects
honored the holiday. Quakers, Baptists, Pres-
byterians and Puritans ignored the date, It was
on the night of December 25, 1776, George Wash-
ington crossed the Delaware River to defeat the
Hessians celebrating Christmas at Trenton,

Fantasy had Santa arriving in a cart, a
Wagan, on mule, drawn by goats and other means
of transportation until Clemeat Moore's ““A
Visit From St. Nicholas'’ in 1822, and thereafter
the popular conception was asled drawn by rein-
deer, In 1847, the first classroom Christmas
iree was decorated in a New York City Episco-
palian Sunday School.

The individual states commenced declaring
Christmas a legal holiday. Alabama, which,
like all southern states celebrated Dec, 25 with
fireworks a la Fourth of July, was the first, in
1836. and the rest followed suit: California,
1851; Nevada, 1861; Utah, 1882, etc., with Okla-
homa being last in 1890,

As late as IBS5, all religions were srill not
in accord in their tolerance of the holiday, The
Dec. 26 edition of the year's New York Times
stated: Churches of Presbyterians, Baptists
and Methodists were not open yesterday. They
do not accept the day as a Holy one, but Epis-
copalian, Catholic and German churches were
open. Inside they were decked with evergreens,
However, by 1880, all evangelical churches were
accepting Christmas,

Passing of Christmas gifts in those days was
nol emphasized, except the wealthy were expec-
ted to be generous to the poor, Inthe middle
of the 19th century, due to the influence of
Charles Dickens’ writings, singing of Christmas
carols became prevalent, and the gsending of
cards began in 1875, i

The classic editorial which began, “Yes,
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus."” in response
to a child's query, was written by Francis
Church for the New York Sun of Dec, 21st, 1897,

In recent years Santa Claus has become to be
known as a communal folk figure, A Pennsylvania
judge ruled in 1936, that any doubters of Santa
Claus who appeared before him would be held in
contempt of court. The cour: ciration read:
santa is not a figment of the imagination bur an
actuality. He is the symbol of kindness. a token
smiling charity and a badge of all thatis cheer-
fully benevolent,

Commercial exploitation of Christmas has
become systematic and thorough, impelling Ro-
man Catholics, Lutherans, LCpiscopalians and
Jews, to band together in Milwaukee in 1949 and
decrece to put Christ back into Christmas.

Meanwhile millions of non-Christian homes
in scores of non-Christian countries, including
Japan and India, have taken unto their own the
kindness and charitv and cheer of Christmas and
proudly display decorated and lit trees on De-
cember 25th.

All this proves the true sense of Christmas
has not waned - - its just that the Spirir of Christ-
mas haa overwhelmed and is about to inundate all
humans in_the four corners of ‘the earth.




