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LOUISVILLE, KY, (WNS)-
A historic conclave of Jewish
and Baptist theologians and
scholars has frankly discus-
sed 2 pumber of difficult
points in interfaith dialogues
including Christian respon-

sibility for anti-Semitism
and conversion,

Dr. A, Jase Jones, of the
Southern Baptist Home Mis-
sion Board declared at the
interfaith dialogue at the
Southern Baptist Theological
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/CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY: “LOVE THE JEW”

Seminary jointly sponsored
by the Southern Baptist Con-
vention and the American
Jewish Committee, that “‘the
Christians’ primary respon-
sibility is to love the Jew.”

Dr. Lionel Rubinof, pro-
gessor of soclal science and
philosophy at York Univer-
sity, Toronto, declared ‘'l
find myself, a committed
Jew , committed to a con-
venant which excludes the
possibility of my being con-
verted. But when I confront
you, I confront someone who
has a commitment to my con-
version.” He said that
although missionary endea-
vor to convert would neces-
sarily end in failure in his
case, they were bound to
create [rustration for those
who wished to convert him.
“] think that in my effort to
resist your invitationto con-
version and in the anguish
I feel when you open vour
arms [n love and friendship
and | must refuse, we both
learn something about out
identities and we leave each
other better off than when we
first came together."

Rabbi Arthur Gilbert, as-
sistant to the president of the
Jewigh Reconstructionist
Foundation, sid to Dr.
Copeland, ‘“‘What you really
mean to do is not conversion
work but witnessing. You
don’t do this by ringing door-
bells and handing out
leaflets. You do it by letting
God into your own life, by
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creating a commanity of
such selfhood, such human-
ity, that it is a profound
witness in its own right."" He
added, *'I would like tocom-
pete with you for such wit-
ness."

In another talk at the con-
ference, Rabbi Marc H, Tan-
nenbaum, director of the
AJCommittee’'s interrelig-
ious affairs department, said
that the Nazi Holocaust and
the meaning of the State of
Israel to the Jewish people
and to Judaism were the
““two decisive events of con-
temporary Jewish exper-
lence’’ that ‘‘must be taken
into account in any effort to
understand the interior life
of the Jew today.'’
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