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UNITED NATIONS (WNS)
--United Nations Secretary
General U Thant warned that
the collapse of the cease-
fire along the Suez Canal
threatened not only the Mid-
east but also world peace
and he again called on Israel
and Egypt to observe the
truce agreement.

Mr. Thant’s gloomy out-
look was contained in a re-
port to the Security Council
on the death two weeks ago
of a UN observer at the
canal. He termed the death
a “"dramatic symptom of
the breakdown of the cease-
fire'" and warned that this
breakdown risked setting a
precedent that would jeopar-
dize the 20-year-old UN
peace observation opera-
tions which have been in for-
ce elsewhere in the world,

(The UN has withdrawn
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some of its cease-fire ob-
servers from the Suez Can-
al, leaving only 14 of its
18 posts manned. Following
the observersdeath, Lt, Gen,
Odd Bull of Norway, chief of
the UN observer mission,
sald the partial withdrawal
was made ‘‘in view of the
escalation of firing in-
cidents’* and the “‘increas-
ing danger” for the 90-95
observers,

The report detailed the
findings of a UN Truce Su-
pervision Organization in-
vestigating board of the cir-
custances surrounding the
death of Major Bo Roland
Plane, who, it said, had been
struck by shrapnel from an
artillery shell that landed in
the street directly outside
a window of his observa-
tion post,

The Secretary General ap-
pealed ‘“‘once again to the
members of the Security
Council, both individually
and collectively, to do all
within their power to ‘‘in-
fluence events in a new and
constructive direction.’” He
asked Council Members ‘'to

* consider what more can be
/ done to ensure that decent

and proper conditions are
afforded’* to the observers
‘““who serve-.the United Na-
tions in the Suez Canal sec-
tor. A marked improvement
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in these conditons is es-
sential for both the short-
term and long-term’’ pros-
pects of UN cease-fireoper-
ations.

Mr, Thant also said that
‘“The absence of an early
prospect of the implementa-
tion" of the Security Coun-
cils resolution of Novem-
ber 22, 1967 ‘“is one of the
factors which tends to in-
crease the incidence of
cease - fire violations not
only in the Suez Canal sec-
tor but also in other sectors
of the Middle East.”

Israel's Ambassador to
the UN Yosef Tekoah charg-
ed that the report failed to
remind the world that the
deterioration of the situa-
tion in the Suez-Canal sec-
tor has been brought about
by the open disavowal by
the United Arab Republic of
the cease-fire, Egypt's pub-
licly-proclaimed policy of
armed attacks against the
Israeli forces is the cause
of the present violence of
which Major Plane was the
victim.

*No report on the situa-
tion is adequate if it omits
the UAR’s responsibility for
the increased tension along
the Suez Canal.

The report does draw at-
tention to the fact that UAR
military positmns are sit-
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uated in the nearby vicinity"
of the observation post in
which Major Blane was kill-

:l.mbassa.dor Tekoah also
said: ‘“In fact, Major Plane

was hit by fragments of a
shell which exploded short
of these UAR positions. It
will be recalled that, as re-
ported by theSecretary Gen-
eral in the past, the UAR
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U.N. WITHDRAWS OBSERVERS FROM 4 SUEZ CANAL POSTS

authorities refused to re-
move their military posi-
tions from the immediate
proximity of UN observa-
tions posts.”

Mr. Tekoah also declar-
ed that Egypt bears heavy
responsibility for persis-
tent obstruction by armed
attack on Israell efforts to
construct shelters for the
UN military observers,
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