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Dutenview With Eban

Abba Eban, Foreign
Minister of Israel, said that
the tension in the Middle East
should neither be underesti-
mated nor exaggerated,
And, of the above two dan-
gers, exaggeration is by far
the greatest, he added,

«“Although there is ten-
sion -- and will be -~ until
there is peace, there Is no
grounds for thinking either
that the Mideast is on the
verge of local war, and still
less that it is a center of
potential global confronta-
tion,”* he said, “On the
whole, the cease fire regime
does hold up and If there is
an incident which sendsa few
an incident which sendsa few
shells across the canal, when
that dies down the situation
is as it was before, the same
cease - fire lines and the
same relative security sta-

‘““The difference is that
whereas they may not have
known that in 1967, it is to-
day generally understood.
Therefore, he said that he
does not anticipate an Arab
initiative for generalizing
the war, nor will there be
any Israeliinitiative tobreak
the framework of the cease-
tire,

“We want to maintian the
cease - fire situation as a
starting point for the search
for peace, sothalon the local
level there is a balance of
forces which isnot congenial
to generalized war,' he said.
“On the interpational level
I don;t think there is any
great power whichisencour-
aging any mideastern state
to generalize the conflict,
Therefore, the prediction is
that the situation, until there
is peace -- will be very
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real, solid contractual

peace,

The S54-vear old Foreign
Minister cited the twoalter-
natives; The status quo, with
all its difficulties, or the in-
finitely preferable visionofa
negotiated and signed peace,

“We will try to get the
latter, ' he added, ‘‘But,
until we do, we will be very
much as it is now, a gen-
eral situation of normality
in Israel's life -- only in-
vaded by those occasional
eruptions."

Mr. Fban emphasized that
the cease fire situation -=-
with all its difficulties -=
i{s infinitely preferable for
Israel, preferable to any-
thing except peace

The 54-year old Foreign
Minister cited the two 4-]_
ternatives: The status quo,
with all its difficulties, or
the infinitely preferable vis-
ion of 2 negotiated and sign-
ed peace,

"We will try to get the
latter,”” he added, *‘But, un-
til we do, we will be satis-
fied with the former,*
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