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This
Month’s
Question

Race relations
on campus:
Do you think

they’re
getting better
or worse?
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Being the
black sheep

If you're graduating in May
chances are the pep talks and advice
on how to land a job have begun. Ir
;'i.trf_‘l‘.t‘_i and ['IH‘IICSSOIS edgemess o
help with your resumes, cover letlers
and interviews, many forget the key
glement you

It's obvinus. After all, who els:
could you be? But I've met far 160
many people who try to cram their life
onto one sheet of white paper and
stick themselves into suits that cam
ouflage their personality. This behavior
s reinforced by the classroom visit
fram the job placement officer. It's
your first lesson on how to be anybody
but who you really are. “Ladies. make
sure to wear a skit,” "Men, no flashy
tes.” “Don't list extraneous work
expenence.”

Women, forget the skirts. Men, wear
the cartoon tes. And nclude any expen
ence you've gol caregrrelated or no

A friend put on her résume; At Age
9, learned how to ride a bike and toss
a4 newspaper at the same time. 6 on
clever sentence, It says thal she s
known hard work since grade schoo
It's not just rolling a newspaper every
day at 6 a.m. — IU's the beginning of a
solid work ethic that employers really
Broove on

Another friend was bummed
because she sent out more than 600
resumés and heard back from only a
handful, News flash, Rambo. If they're
a number to you, you're a number 10
them. Think about it. Besides a .00085
difference In GPA, what separates you
from the flock? (“Oh, | remember Sid
The kid in the blue suit, nght?")

In all of this pre-graduation fury
advice Is thrown around about the
*ghoulds.” You should include this in
your cover letter. You should never
interview in chartreuse.

Follow the shoulds and you'll dis
cover 3,762 ways to repackage your
self without capitalizing on your best
commodity: you. Employers want to
see more of you than anyone is willing
to admit. | can't explain why the real
world is treated like such a mystery in
college, but ance you're in it, you'll dis-
gover that it uns relatively the same
Challenging, boring, up, down and
everything in between.

In a world where éveryone's qualif
cations are so0 similar, employers ate
begging for something different. How:
ever you choose to express thal Is Up
to you, Take heed of the fact that you
have something great to offer. Don't
be a sheep.

B Aimce Rinehart, Assistant
Editor
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