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Chapter 5 Overview 
In Volume 5, Joe Neal expounds on his knowledge and memories of the Black 

Panther Party, both in Las Vegas and across the country. He recalls one EOB meeting 
when the Panthers locked the members of the board in and lectured them about what they 
should be doing in the community. Joe's belief is that they started out promoting the 
general welfare of black citizens and believes they brought attention to the way the police 
treated blacks around the nation. He recalls watching the trial of Angela Davis, mentions 
Bobby Seals, and remembers listening to his younger brother who became a Black 
Panther at the age of 15 or 16. 

Senator Neal mentions the Symbionese Liberation Army and the kidnapping of 
Patty Hearst, and recalls the atmosphere of fear that was created. He does not remember 
any show of force by the Black Panthers in Las Vegas. In recent times he has attended 
lectures given by former Black Panther members. 

In his closing comments, Joe mentions that Aaron Williams was the first black 
elected to the city council in North Las Vegas. He shares anecdotes concerning the 
impounding of the voting machines to protect Mr. Williams' votes. Mr. Williams later 
was elected to the county commission as well, and served until the districts were 
reapportioned. His last few comments in this interview include memories of Judge 
Mendoza and a reminder to future historians to listen to the taped interviews. 
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Preface 
Senator Joe Neal shares many memories of his childhood in Mound, Louisiana. 

He recalls his mother leaving him and his older brother Willie with a woman named Bea 
so that she could go to Alexander to get a job. He and Willie were ages 2 and 4, 
respectively, and were frequently left on their own. Willie would leave periodically for 
hours at a time and come back with food. He eventually took Joe to meet the couple who 
were supplying the meals, Mary and Gowens Prayder. This couple took the two boys in 
and over time, the boys began to call them Momma and Daddy. 

School for the black children of the plantation was held in Shady Grove 
Missionary Baptist Church. Joe attended classes there through fourth grade, and then 
was bussed to Thomas Town High and Elementary School. He gives many details of the 
experiences he had and the teachers who taught him. He also recalls signs and symptoms 
of the racial prejudice blacks encountered down South in the thirties and forties. 

Joe's birth mother came out to Las Vegas and was followed by her oldest son in 
1951 or '52. He returned to Louisiana in 1954 to bring Joe out West. Senator Neal 
recalls the stark dustiness of the landscape and the rental home he shared with his mother 
and other boarders on D Street. He tried his hand at several menial jobs and then took his 
brother's suggestion to join the Armed Forces in order to get a college education. 

Senator Neal relates the many opportunities that he experienced in the military, 
including working as an AP, undergoing desert survival training, and working at 
Holloman Air Force Base in Alamogordo, New Mexico. After 4 years in the Air Force, 
Joe enrolled at Southern University in January of 1959. He had decided that he wanted to 
work for blacks in government after learning about Rosa Parks, the bus boycott, and the 
Little Rock situation. 

Joe shares his opinions on government principles, views on Hurricane Katrina and 
the aftermath, details his running for a seat in the Nevada legislature and serving 32 years 
there as a state senator. He is proud of having authored and sponsored the state fire law, 
has strong views on whether to increase the grade point average for University students, 
and expresses his intention to see that government works for the people. 
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Today is June 1st, 2006. And I'm in the home of Joe Neal. How are you today? 
Fine. Fine. 
Okay. And we are just going to talk about some of the things that we noticed as we 

went through your transcriptions. Tell me a little bit about the Black Panther Party in Las 
Vegas. 

Well, during the 60s, the Black Panther Party became very active here in Las Vegas. As I 
indicated, I had one brother that was associated with the Black Panthers at that particular time. 
And it seemed to have been a group of youngsters that came out from UNLV and was associated 
in one way with the system. I never did understand what that association was. 

But I can recall one particular meeting that we had in -- I think it was about 1966 — where 
we were at an Economic Opportunity Board meeting and the Black Panthers came in wanting to 
talk to us. At that time whenever the Economic Opportunity Board had a meeting, there were 
always a lot of people in attendance. The Panthers came in, closed the doors, locked everybody 
up in there, and proceeded to give us a lecture about what we should be doing in the community 
and how we should be running the programs and how we should be reaching our goals in terms of 
an antipoverty program. 

Individuals who had not had that experience — I remember one person who had just come 
to town and was getting involved at that time, Lavonne Lewis. She was representing the League 
of Women Voters at the meeting. When the Panthers came in and locked the door, I kind of 
looked over at her and she was over there just talking to herself because I guess she'd never been 
in that type of situation before. 

Well, I was very cool about the situation because as I understood the Panthers, you know, 
they didn't do anybody any harm, they just lectured to you. But they scared the hell out of a lot of 
white folks because I had watched some of their activity in the state of California, particularly 
where they had entered the legislature in Sacramento carrying guns. And the legislators started 
jumping out of the windows, you know. 

I remember reading, which at the time was kind of funny to me, that they were exercising 
their privilege of the right to bear arms, which at that particular time was being pronounced by 
many conservatives throughout the country. But when the Panthers walked into the legislature 
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bearing arms, you know, it just scared the hell out of a lot of folks. I had watched that particular 
situation, and when they came over here, of course I was interested in them and seeing exactly 
what we were doing. 

I never was at odds with the Black Panthers in their program, even though a lot of the 
things that they did I probably would not have done at the time. But I didn't see anything wrong 
with what they were doing, you see, because they were putting forth ideas of change and trying to 
get people to be recognized. They were functioning more in terms of one of the purposes of our 
government, which is promoting the general welfare of citizens. And I thought that was an 
admirable cause on their part. 

Now, when they started in Oakland, they started with programs for feeding the 
hungry and doing all kinds of things. What kind of programs did they have here in Las 
Vegas? 

I don't recall exactly what programs. I knew they had some programs here. And since you 
have mentioned that — oh, my God, it's been so long ago. They did have some programs here 
because I remember one of the girls associated with them. She went on and got a law degree. I'm 
going to have to call my brother and ask him about her and ask him about those programs. But I'm 
trying to think about what programs they had. 

They had a lot of the youth that they were bringing into their group at the time, as I recall, 
because that's why my brother got involved. You know, he was pretty young at the time. And 
they were bringing in young people. 

What age are we talking about? 
When my brother went into the Black Panthers, he must have been probably about 15, 16 

or thereabouts. 
Okay. Well, what is your understanding of the Black Panther Party? 
When you ask me that particular question, it is based on what I read. I know that they 

produced quite a bit of thought within the country and they changed a lot of thinking about what 
was going on and how government was being run. And when you see people like Eldridge 
Cleaver that came out of that group and read some of his writings — I'm thinking about the title of 
the book that was very famous back at that time and I did read it. I don't know if it was called 
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"The Souls of Black Folk." 
That's it, I believe. 
Yeah. And it sounded like it was "The Souls of Black Folk" or something like that. It's 

along that order. But I'm thinking about Richard Wright. 
"Soul on Ice." 
"Soul on Ice," yeah, something like that. "Souls of Black Folk" was Richard Wright. 
Yeah. And I remember reading the book and watching the trials that the government had 

in California with the woman that — 
Angela Davis? 
Angela Davis, yeah, and watching her trial. In fact, I was very impressed with her because 

when they tried her, she acted as a co-counsel. She did a heck of a job acting as a co-counsel, 
which indicated to me, as a person who was looking on, that this person had a tremendous amount 
of abilities and skills. She was able to do that without having a law degree or training in the law. 
But she had the understanding of the system whereby she could act as her own co-counsel. And 
she did a very good job because she didn't wind up going to jail. 

That's right. 
And, of course, Bobby Seals and all of them. I watched across the country at that time. 

Gee, I forget the kid's name that the police went after him and I think it was in Chicago. I can't 
think of the name of the person right now. But my concern then was that the Black Panthers really 
focused a lot of attention on the activities of policemen from the black community and how 
policemen were treating blacks at that particular time. 

So are you talking about the young man in Chicago that was shot in his bed? 
Yeah. Yeah, yeah. And that focused a lot of activity. The whole thinking of the black 

community began to change as a result of a lot of that. You began to see the involvement of J. 
Edgar Hoover and the FBI in tracking these people and the things that were done in listening to 
telephone conversations, just a wholesale violation of Civil Rights of this particular group. 

Since the Panthers were a black group, it was very easy for the black community to 
transfer what was happening to the Black Panthers to themselves, to the black community at large. 
I could feel a lot of that as a person who was here and had an understanding of the law and rights 
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of people. I could sympathize with a lot of the causes of the Black Panthers. 
Of course, when my brother was doing it, I didn't even know he had joined until later. You 

know, he was in there almost about two years before I actually knew that he was part of the group, 
until I got to talking to him one day and I find out that he had been recruited, you know. Of 
course, I listened to him. And I saw the changes that he had made in terms of his thinking and 
how he evaluated the governmental system and the structure in which he was living. I used to 
listen to him talk, and I kind of transferred that back to the Black Panthers in general operating in 
this community. 

They had this — I call it the mind-changing thing that was going on within the community 
of getting people to think differently about their own situation and, also, making the black 
community aware that they had rights that they could protect on their own and that they had to 
stand up for themselves. That was quite interesting to see that because the Black Panthers, in my 
judgment, were an extension and I might say a progress of what I had seen earlier in the Civil 
Rights movement with SNCC. 

I saw the elevation that started with John L. Lewis and SNCC in terms of just marching to 
get rights. And then you see Stokeley Carmichael comes in. You get an elevation of that, more of 
a confrontational style with Stokeley Carmichael. And then you get H. Rap Brown who comes in 
and elevates that into guns and everything else. I saw all of that, and I saw the Black Panthers 
coming in at that particular level within the community. 

Of course, as a person who was kind of observing all of that at the time, I could see that 
whole transformation and, also, I could make judgments as to what the reaction of whites was 
going to be with that elevation because they saw that as a threat. 

Now, that same fear that you saw in the white community, did you see any fear of the 
Black Panther Party in the black community? 

No, no, only with the individuals who were subject to lose their relationship that they 
thought they had with whites. Those were the individuals the whites would call to do something 
or call to get information. They thought that they were trading something and they saw that 
relationship as acceptance within the white community. There was a loss there with those people. 

But with the average person who was out there struggling with jobs, with maids and 
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porters who were out there working, now you come up and ask them something about the Black 
Panthers, they'd say, "I don't know about the Black Panthers. Those guys are terrible." But when 
you get out in the black community, they would tell you, "Well, I like what they're doing." 

So anything at that particular time that directed towards lessening of the hardship that 
blacks perceived, the black community felt that that was a good thing, you see. So that's what my 
thoughts were about the Black Panthers. 

Of course, I probably could tell you more if you started triggering my mind about things 
because that was a period in which I was really observing and it attracted my attention because I 
was looking at it, as I indicated, from how it got started and the elevation of it and the 
transformation of it into other groups. 

But, you see, the Black Panthers were not the only serious threat that the government 
perceived in here. See, you got the Black Panthers and once they tail off, when you got the SLA, 
the Symbionese Liberation Army. Now, white people got scared the heck out of that because they 
came in with that Octopus thing. And white people were scared as hell of Cinque because then 
what they did is they went directly at the rich community with Patty Hearst and came out and 
propagandized her — well, they didn't propagandize her themselves, but they set her up with the 
Hibernia Bank in that robbery. I think they called it Hibernia Bank. And she had this AK47. 

That's right. And everybody remembers that photograph. 
Yeah. 
But that's the only thing we've ever known about the Symbionese Liberation Army. 

We never heard of them after that or prior to that. 
Yeah, because it was a concentrated little group. So what they did, see, they took off on 

the Black Panthers, saying they forced the Hearsts to come into Oakland and feed folks and things 
like that. But they were never able to catch on. 

Now, did they have a lot of sympathy in the community? Yes. But because of the fire 
power that the police demonstrated, see, a lot of black people were saying, "Hey, now look, I like 
what you're doing, but I'm not going to join you." And so you do have that feeling that exists at 
the time. 

I remember once a guy asked me when they kidnapped Patty Hearst, "What do you think 
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they're going to do to her?" And I said, "Well, let me tell you what they're going to do to her." I 
said, "In order to bring her into their group, inside, they've got to make her commit some kind of 
crime." And they said, "Oh?" I said, "Yes, that's what they have to do, they have to make her 
commit some type of crime." 

And that was my studying of — you know, I had examined groups and causes over the 
years. And that's what it seems that they have to do. Right now you find that a lot of the gang 
members employ those same tactics today, even in this community. In order to hold their little 
group together, you go out and commit a crime. The gangsters did that. The Mob did that. 

What about brainwashing? 
Brainwashing can be effective if you've got somebody who actually knows how to do it. 

Now, if you've got people who understand brainwashing — you can talk to me for years. Now, I 
can play the game with you. But I don't think that you're going to be able to brainwash me. 

So was that part of the Symbionese Liberation Army? 
Yeah, but, you see, what they had on Patty Hearst was fear. They got the little group 

together that was committed. They had a little core group that was committed to a certain ideal. 
And then the ones that got started, they got locked into it. When they went into hiding, that 
further enforced that ideal with them because they could not rat on one another. 

That's how come they had the girl that went into -- I think in Connecticut. I forget her 
name. But she went in there and got married with a decent community. So they finally caught up 
with her. 

That's right. That's right. 
And she was sending her kids to school and all that stuff. 
She had a new life, a new name and everything. 
Yeah. 
Do you remember here in Las Vegas a force, a show of rifles, by the Black Panther 

Party? 
No. No, no. I never did see that. Now, I've seen them come out to various meetings 

dressed in their little (indiscernible) and their little leather jackets or whatever they had. 
The berets and all of that. 
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Yeah. That's about it. But the show of force, no. 
See, what actually happened — what I believe happened with the Black Panthers after they 

became so active is they got infiltrated by the police. Then things began to change. They began to 
have individuals that came in and functioned as a Black Panther, but they actually were informants 
for the police department. 

When I go to conferences now, especially if it's a conference about anything having to 
do with black communities in those periods, now you have people from the Black Panther 
Party who give presentations, who tell about their experiences. Do you think that would 
ever happen here in Las Vegas? Do you think that there are people left --

Any Black Panther that would tell about his experiences? 
Uh-huh. 
I don't know. I would have to talk to one of the persons ~ right on the next street here, her 

son was a member of the Black Panthers. Hell, I don't know what he did. He just disappeared. I 
think he's over in California or something. But I don't know whether or not you have people here 
that would get up and talk about their experience. 

I remember an old boy that came here. He was over at the university -- not the 
university -- but the community college on Cheyenne. And he was supposed to have been a Black 
Panther. He was over there giving a lecture to conservatives. And I happened to walk up. I was 
in the building for something else, and I happened to see this sign saying this guy was here giving 
a lecture. And it said $15 to go in. So, okay, I just paid my $15 and took a seat. I wanted to hear 
what he had to say. 

It just unnerved him to no end when he saw me sitting there. The guy was a phony, okay. 
He was a phony. He knew about me and he knew that I was a very principled person. You know, 
I would compromise on strategy, but not on principle. And that's what guided me all through my 
career and my life. Still today I will not compromise on principle. I compromise on strategy, but 
not on principle. 

And, of course, this guy was over there giving this to a very conservative group. You 
know, he was talking about the right to bear arms and all of that stuff. And I don't know who was 
using whom at that particular meeting. But I just sat there and watched. Of course, he identified 
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me for the reporter. At the time I was elected to the senate. 
Wow. That's interesting. 
As you ran over some of these — I know you haven't read through all the sessions that 

we've had — did other points come to mind, other things that you wanted to add? Did you 
make a list of the things that you wanted to talk about? 

Well, I'm just noticing here, this must be on your last copy here, the name Magenty, she 
got it g-e-n-t-y. This is a state senator, so his name is listed. I think his name is McGinness. 

So we can find that. 
Yeah. So I did have a pencil at the time when I was reading through that and I made that 

note on that. But you asked me did I make --
Yeah, did you see other things that you wanted to clarify or add to? 
And you got Ron King, you got King as Kuhn, K-u-h-n. 
Okay. 
And the mayor of Caliente on page 26 of volume 3, his name is Kevin, K-e-v-i-n, Phillips. 
Okay. 
I see you got Miller's name correct here. (Laughing.) 
It's hard to mess up Bob Miller. 
Well, that was in the political part of the stuff here we talked about here. And Kevin 

Phillips was associated with the nuclear waste. 
So did you come up with other subjects, other topics that you had omitted or I had 

not mentioned? 
Well, there was something else that was in here that dealt with the lawsuit by Franklin to 

wipe out the county commission that had been created in the legislature. Maybe that was the first 
part here. Somewhere I was getting in here and I saw that. And I wanted to include in there that 
Aaron Williams was the first county commissioner that was elected. 

Okay. That was on page 31— the first interview, where I said that Aaron Williams had 
been elected to the city council of North Las Vegas prior to running for the county commission. 
Aaron was the first local official of color to be elected to local government. We worked to get 
him in office and I recall that we had to seek a court order to impound the voting machines in that 

8 



election, meaning that city election. 
What happened that you had to impound the machines? 
Because no black had ever been elected to the city council. And it was kind of funny 

because we were out at night and we got Charles Keller to draw up the order for us. Well, what 
Charles Keller didn't do was — in order to draw up an order for them to have the judge to impound 
the order and get the judge to sign it, you have to have a petition. So you have to petition the court 
to do that. 

So we called one judge at about eight o'clock at night and that was Judge Mendoza. Yes, 
Judge Mendoza. And we called him. So Judge Mendoza came and sat in the car. He and I knew 
each other. We had been going at each other before he became judge. So he got in the car. He 
read the order. And he said, "Where is the petition?" I said, "What petition?" He said, "Don't you 
know you have to have a petition if you're going to ask the Court to do this?" I said, "No." I said, 
"Okay." 

So we went back. We got Keller to draw up the petition. And now we come back and 
can't find Mendoza. So there was another judge that we got a hold of by the name of McDonald. 
McDonald was one of those quick-tempered Irishman. So we get him up out of the house, get him 
out of the bed and go in the house and say, "Judge, we've got this order here and we'd like you to 
sign it. We want to impound the voting machines. We just got a black guy elected, you know, in 
North Las Vegas, and we don't want anything to happen to the machines in terms of the vote count 
until they are canvassed by the people who are supposed to do that." 

He started signing the order and the pen wouldn't write. He threw the pen across the room. 
I said, "We got this guy, but is he really going to sign this order for us?" He did sign the order. 
But that was kind of funny. He threw the pen across the room and said, "This damn pen won't 
write." 

So who provided the pen? 
I think I had a pen that I gave him when he threw the pen across the room. So I had a pen 

and he signed the order. We took it down to the city council and gave it to the registrar and they 
went and impounded the machines. Aaron got elected and he stayed on the council until he ran for 
the county commission. 
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(End side 1, tape 1.) 
Go ahead. 
Well, I just spoke about Aaron Williams. That was all I had to say. 
Okay. So you don't know anything about Aaron's political career, other than what 

you've just said? 
Oh, yeah. I know about Aaron's political career very well because he and I were very good 

friends. He served well down at the city council and he served well on the county commission. 
Of course, it took Franklin to challenge the act of the legislature, which reapportioned the county 
commission, and he claimed that they couldn't do it. And he prevailed in court on it, which meant 
that Aaron had to run at large. And when he ran at large, the guy that got the seat was this 
newspaper guy of Channel 8 that I mentioned here. His name was Sam Bowler. He got elected, 
you see. 

So that was kind of like the end of Aaron. Aaron got out of that because he and I both at 
the time were working for Reynolds. He was working in procurement for Reynolds when he was 
also a commissioner. And I used to go down and talk to him a lot. And he would go over to his 
meetings and things like that. So when he lost, he never did run again. 

So we got the reapportionment back, and they had to create the district through the county 
commission of seven district. So when they did that, that's when Woodrow Wilson ran and 
defeated Sam Bowler. 

Okay. How long have you known Judge Mendoza? 
Oh, my God, I've known Judge Mendoza since he first got out of law school and came 

back here. He was in the firm with Foley, Gardner & Mendoza, George Foley, who was a very 
good friend of mine. They were a top law firm at that particular time. They just took on all kinds 
of stuff when they had that law firm together. I knew old Mendoza because he was 
up-and-coming, getting involved in politics and all of that. 

We used to have little run-ins. I think back in the early 70s, when I was messing around 
with O'Callaghan, twisting his tail, Mendoza was trying to move up in the political system and 
trying not to antagonize anybody. I think that one time they had him serving on the Equal Rights 
Commission. I think I used to criticize the commission, which meant that I was criticizing him, 
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too. 
But he and I turned out to be very good friends. I thought that he was excellent as judge. 

You could not find a fairer guy than he was. When he put a sentence on you, that meant you 
deserved it. That's the way he operated. And we had a couple guys down there that were like that. 
Then you had some real, real bastards on the court down there, too, that liked to be self-indulgent, 
engaged in self-indulgence in terms of protecting their friends and stuff like that. 

So how do you propose that we complete this? Do you want to go through it and — 
You told me you're going to make me the tapes, right? 
So that's how you want to go through it? You want to go through it with the tapes? 
Yeah. And I can make those connections because, see, I understand how I — you know, 

where my pauses are and my long sentences are, and I can make the commas and straighten it out 
from there. I probably will have just very little corrections to make. Now, see, I write a hell of a 
lot different than the way I speak. 

Oh, yeah, all of us do. 
Yeah. 
I wouldn't want anybody to record what I say. So I will get those tapes to you. 
Yes. 
As you go through it, if you come up with other items that should be included in your 

oral history — 
Okay. I'll just write it on the side there. 
Yes. Then we can set the recorder up, and we can finish that. 
Oh, okay. You want it all on tape, huh? 
Yes, definitely. 
You sound like the NSA. 
The tape is the primary document. 
Yeah, yeah. 
So if a historian seriously wants to do some research, that historian should use the 

tape. 
Should use the tape, okay. All right. 
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Thank you so much. 
And you will talk to your brother, also. 
Yeah, I can talk to him. I don't know whether he wants to talk to anybody, though. But I'll 

talk to him. 
Okay. 
(End side 2, tape 1.) 
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