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boards and committees she served on at several area hospitals. She has traveled 

extensively, but always returned to Las Vegas because of the warm climate. Retired in 

1987 due to health problems, Dr. Clarke stays busy today with dance, theater, Tai Chi, 

and politics. 
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Today is October 3rd, 2008. This is Lisa Gioia-Acres. I'm here conducting an oral history 

interview with Dr. Angela Clarke for the UNLV oral history project Heart to Heart. 

Hi, Angela. How are you? 

Fine. 

Thank you so much for having me in your home and taking some time out to talk to me for 

this program. Before we talk about your experiences as a doctor here in Las Vegas, would 

you please just give us a brief overview of your early life, where you were born, how many 

brothers and sisters, mom and dad's occupation, that sort of thing? 

Okay. I was born in Baltimore. My mother had ten children and took care of 22 other children 

because there was no such thing as welfare or whatever else. So people used to just drop their 

children off at our house. They used to say my mother had so many she wouldn't mind a few 

more. So she ended up raising 22 more. 

When you say, "raising," did she baby-sit or was she actually raising the children? 

Parents drop them at the doorstep and disappear. But in one case it was an aunt of mine who died 

in childbirth. It was her 13th child. And the hospital would not let the 13th child go back into the 

home with no mother in it. So my mother took that one and one by one she ended up with the 

whole family. So she got all 13 of them. That was one lump sum. And then, you know, the 

children of two of her sisters who went away to work just sort of dropped the children off. So my 

mother raised them until they were adults. You know, that kind of thing. But that's how it was 

done back then. We're talking about Depression years. 

Where were you in the ten children? 

I'm next to the baby. 

How did having all those other children affect your relationship with your parents or the 

family dynamic? 

Well, number one, my father sort of made himself a space in the basement where he could go to 

and get away from all of us. So he was the breadwinner. My mother raised us with a very heavy 

hand, which included an electric iron cord when electric irons came out. Before that it was a 

switch, whatever she could grab to slam against us. And I tell my children and my granddaughter 

I don't have one scar anywhere on me. It did not hurt me. It hurt at the time. I did what she said. 
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But there's no residual except I loved her to pieces. We have 17 advanced degrees in the ten 

children. This is because of my mother's heavy hand I think. But what do you do when you're 

raising that many children and that many extra children and somebody misbehaves? You line 

them up and you start — they tell me at the oldest and beat down. So the younger ones — by the 

time she got to me, she'd be tired. 

She was exhausted. And psychologically you got to see the affects on the older children. 

Yes. And I got whipped also. It was just what was done back then. Spare the rod; spoil the child. 

That's what the Bible said and that's what my mother believed in. 

Was professional career in your mother and father's background? 

No. My father only finished the third grade or fourth grade. He became a molder for the B&O 

Railroad. My mother raised children, but she did sewing for people. In fact, I was a professional 

flower girl for a lot of weddings when I was a little girl. So the mother would make the wedding 

gown. And then she'd make me a duplicate gown for myself. That was my flower girl 

arrangement. So when I was a little girl I was a flower girl. So she had us working from a young 

age on. 

I was going to say did she employ the children at any stages to kind of help out with the 

household budget? 

I don't remember money part, okay? 

How did your family afford to feed and clothe all those children? 

Well, we had victory gardens before there was such a thing as victory gardens. That was our 

backyard where we got all our vegetables. My mother was a firm believer that you didn't need 

meat-meat. So we rarely had meat-meat. But we had lots of beans and rice, which we now know 

as a physician that this was a great combination. That's like eating a steak. So she knew how to 

feed us. 

She had instinct or something. How old was your mother when she passed away? 

Oh, we killed her. Sixty-seven, 68, very young. And we admit that — 

She was worn out. 

Actually, she died because of an accidental overdose of medication when she was in the hospital. 

And how old was the youngest child and you? 
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One year younger than I -- with that many children you have one every year. Except that the 

brother that now lives with me, there were two years between us because my mother went to a 

visiting minister and prayed that she would not have any more children after all those children — 

and he said, well, I can't do that ~ after she had Stanford, my brother who's two years older. He 

said I'll give you a rest. All the other children are a year apart. And between my next brother 

older than me and myself is two years. Then she went back to a year. And then my father said he 

figured out what was causing it. That ended the children. 

Tell me about mom and dad. It sounds like you admired your mom. But tell me a little bit 

about them. 

Well, my mother went to finishing school, which was the highest you could go back then in 

Baltimore at that time in that area. She went to Mrs. Bodd's Finishing School — I'll never forget 

that -- in Washington, D.C. It was sort of what you would call now a junior college-type thing. 

So she would not let us stop going to school. When I became a doctor, I sent her a telegram and 

said can I please stop school now? And she said for a while. She was right because then I went 

on and got my specialty boards. So she was right. But she did give me a rest. 

And how about dad? 

He worked. I told you he managed to stay hidden from all these children and all these problems. 

Did you have a relationship with dad as far as --

Loved him to pieces. I got him to move here when I moved here to Las Vegas. He ended up 

marrying a Las Vegas woman and stayed with her until he died. 

What a neat story. So were you close to any one or more of the siblings, the biological 

siblings and the new ones that came in? 

Well, no. I sort of liked to read and be by myself. But I was raised with brothers because my 

sisters were all a lot older. The way she had them set up, I ended up with — one, two, three — four 

of the five boys being around me. So the main thing they did was dare me to give them any 

problems. 

I have three older brothers. I know. Oh, very interesting. 

So tell me what life was like in Baltimore at that time. 

I thought I had as much as anybody else did. 
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Would you care to give us your birth year? 

Yeah. I said 1932. I wrote it down there. I had what I thought was a normal childhood. How 

would I know? We didn't go into the white section of town. We knew nothing about it. When I 

first took my exams for different colleges, et cetera, they asked me about ballet. I had never seen a 

ballet because we couldn't go to the theaters where they had ballet. So I had never seen it. But, 

you know, I didn't miss it because I didn't know about it. I was in lots of school plays and school 

musicals. So I knew about operas and all because we did them. I sang with the Baltimore City 

Choir. My mother insisted that I have piano lessons. I have a great-uncle on my grandmother's 

side that is considered the father of jazz and blues. They said father of blues, but we said jazz and 

blues because he wrote the first 12-bar jazz break, W.C. Handy. We're a product of his first 

marriage. He then married a second time and he has a whole other family. But we were the first 

family. 

What school did you go to for high school? 

Douglass High School. They were always named after famous black people. So it was Frederick 

Douglass High School. 

Was it a large school, small school? 

Well, we thought it was large. My class of 520 graduating student did seem large. I think I 

graduated somewhere close to the bottom. But I had been working at Social Security from the 

time I was 14. I put my age up to 17 and went to work for Social Security as a typist. Guess 

what? Social Security finally found out after all these years that my age was different than it 

should have been. And I had to go down there and have it corrected. 

Did they send you a letter? 

No. I went to get a new driver's license. Now, this is after I have been investigated by — because I 

was a lieutenant colonel. So I had all of the investigations you had to have as a colonel. I had 

been to Air War College and the whole bit. And I had forgotten all about it. And when I went to 

get my driver's license this year, they said is anything different about your Social Security? I said 

not as far as I know. What would I remember from 14? And that's when they said, well then, you 

have to go to Social Security and get it straightened out with them. And on the way over there I 

realized, oh, I had changed my age. So I had my birth certificate. I went home and got my birth 
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certificate from 1932. 

Did you make them think that it was their mistake or did you tell them the truth? 

No. I told them the truth. 

Did you? 

Yeah. But it was so funny because I had worked for them. And you would think somewhere 

along the line somebody before would have recognized that there was a difference. And they 

didn't. It didn't make any difference because whatever I had done it was okay. And the guy told 

me at Social Security that lots of people back then put their age up. 

I had a brother who was 12 years old and almost six-feet tall when he first joined the 

service during World War II. And he joined five different branches because my mother kept 

finding him and getting him back out. And one time when she found him he was on the second 

attack of Guam during World War II. When they found out he was only 13 or 14 — 14 I think at 

that time — they took away his rifle, but they couldn't get him off of Guam. So they had him 

carrying live ammunition. And shots are going all around him and he's carrying live ammunition. 

What fascinating stories. How did you manage to work in Social Security while you were 

going to school? Wasn't it a day job? 

No. It was nighttime. I took the night shift. I went to work at four and I was off at 12 or 11, 

whatever it was. 

So your schooling suffered for it? 

No. Well, it did at that time. But actually it was okay because I had started reading — I knew I 

was going to be a doctor. And I had started reading medical texts when I was seven. At least my 

mother got called to the school because they caught me reading a medical textbook while 

everybody was reading about Jane and Mary or somebody. And I had a medical book inside of it 

reading. They called and complained. And my mother had to go to school and explain that it's 

okay; let her read what she wants to read. 

Are any of your other siblings in the medical field? 

Well, I have one sister who died who was a nurse. We're all in different areas. The brother that's 

here with me now is an architect. The only one that's younger than me is a retired probation 

officer or something. It's some other name. But anyway, they all have advanced degrees, but 
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they're all different. One was a school principal. 

Well, can you explain if you have any recollection of what drew you at such a young age to 

the medical field? 

Oh, yeah. I had to scrub the floor from the time I was — my mother said four; I think I might have 

been five or six — of a neighbor of ours who was a physician. And he would have me scrub his 

lab floors. As a reward he would let me read his books. It would get me out of my house where 

there were all these children and I could read his textbooks as long as I wanted. 

Do you remember his name? 

Oh, boy. No. But I'm sure my oldest sister when she's in a good mind will remember his name. I 

have forgotten. My brother might remember. 

And you were a good reader by age seven and you just picked up these books? 

Uh-huh. 

Any of them stand out? Any particular aspect of the medical field that you remember? 

Well, no. I don't remember anything in particular. I knew that I was going to go into dermatology 

when I finally decided I was going into medicine, but I couldn't afford it. So I went into private 

practice. 

I'm just fascinated by that whole thing, to know at such a young age what your life plan is 

going to be. So you go to high school and you become an average student. 

Oh, no. I was a less than average student. But I was in all the shows that they had. I was a 

cheerleader all the way through college and the whole bit. I went to college under the GI Bill. 

So what happened right after high school? 

I went into the service. 

So you signed up for what branch of the service? 

Air Force. Women's Air Force back then. 

So tell me about that experience and how long you were there. 

I don't remember that much about it. I wasn't that happy with it except when I was doing the 

shows. I enjoyed doing the shows. We did a sort of USO-type thing. 

So you weren't happy about being in the service. 

Not that content about it at that time. But I did things I wanted to do and they left me alone. 
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What was it about the service that made you unhappy? 

You know, I don't know any one thing. I really don't remember. I really don't. I'm discharged on 

disability. So there's a whole period in there that I just don't recollect. 

How did you make it to become a lieutenant colonel? 

When I got out I went straight to medical school. I went straight to college and then from college 

on to medical school. So when I got out of medical school, I felt that I owed them some years 

because they paid for my education, the GI Bill did, that and scholarships and a lot of other stuff. 

But anyway, I went back into the Air Force reserves. So my active duty status is I would do either 

Nellis Air Force Base or at Air War College — or the Air Force Academy in Colorado. 

So you were able to afford college. What was the name of the college that you went to? 

Morgan State College was the black college. 

Where was that located? 

Baltimore. This was the black college in Baltimore. So you either went there or you went to 

Howard University in Washington, D.C. Those are the two closest black colleges. And I couldn't 

afford to go to a university. So I went to Morgan State College. Morgan State has now become a 

university. But when I went there it was a college. 

Can you kind of describe for me what it was like growing up knowing that you were 

excluded from certain arenas? 

Well, I took part when I was in — when I was young it didn't faze me because we were used to it. 

When the streetcar would get to an area where there were white people living -- it would stop at 

our area first — we'd have to move to the back of the streetcar before they could get on. And 

they'd get on in the front. 

My father looked like he was white. He had a white — well, both his parents were white. 

But anyway, so when they'd go to — when my mother saw something that she wanted in a store, 

she'd have him go in and buy it. And so he got very good at buying materials. And she needed all 

this material and she couldn't go in and buy it. 

When I went to medical school, I was in my first year with one of the Hutzler brothers. 

And Hutzler Brothers in Baltimore was the big department store that you went to. And we were 

not allowed to try on hats there or to drink the water. They still had the colored and white water. 
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So I was telling one of the medical students about it and he got so upset that he rushed there after 

class and right up to the top and it was his uncle and told him what had happened. And they 

integrated the department store that day. So things like that I had going on. But that was after I 

got out of the service the first time. 

And in the service the first time I made them integrate the swimming pools. And this was 

two, three, four — I've forgotten now — years. I got an award for that from Library of Congress, 

that story. But I integrated the swimming pools because when I got to this base where they sent 

me after training, there was nowhere for me to go swimming. There was a pool for the blacks 

because at that time it was separate but equal. So they had a pool for the blacks. They had a pool 

for the white soldiers. But these were both male. Then they had a dependents pool and that was 

for the white dependents. There was nowhere for a black female to go swimming. And I went 

screaming and crying to the sergeant major who happened to be black. They're the ones that have 

the ear of the post commander. And he went straight to the post commander and they integrated 

the pools right away. That day the order went all for all of Texas, the order from President — I 

forget the name of the president; it's in the back of my mind — who integrated all the services. 

Was it Johnson? Before him? After? 

Nixon. That had come out two or three years before. So in Texas they decided that it would still 

be separate but equal. And that's why they had the black male airmen's swimming pool and the 

white male swimming pool. Then they had nowhere for -- the white females would go to the 

dependents pool, but there was nowhere for me to go until I screamed. 

You screamed. So you did feel a sense of indignation and anger? 

Well, of course I did. But I knew what to do about it. I complained about it because I knew what 

the ruling was. The ruling was supposed to be not separate but equal. They were to integrate the 

bases. And I was a private. I stayed a private at that time. You don't go against the powers that 

be and expect anything else. So it was okay. I got in the swimming pool. 

You should be very proud yourself. I'd like to see that award, too. 

Can I get it real quick? 

Please. That would be great. So I'm looking at a plaque. It's called "Voices of Civil Rights: 

Ordinary People, Extraordinary Stories". Thank you for sharing your story, Angela W. 
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Clarke." Oh, I have goose bumps looking at this. Very, very neat. I'll probably try to get a 

photograph of that if I possibly can. 

So while you're in the Air Force and you know you're going to go to school right 

afterwards, what was your college experience like? Were your classes difficult or was it easy 

for you to catch up? 

No. Because I finished at almost the bottom of the class from high school, I had to take the 

college entrance exam. I made the highest score they had ever had. So they put me in a special 

course that they had just set up for freshmen who were high achievers. And we were taught by the 

best instructors at Morgan State College. My math instructor had just finished studying under 

Einstein. And the interesting thing was that Einstein doesn't know arithmetic. Neither did I 

because I had passed all of that and gone on to calculus and all of this other stuff. So he knew 

what to do with me so that I could -- I ended up majoring in three different things — math, 

chemistry and — whatever the other one was. I can't think of it now. I had three majors and no 

minors. But it was because of this program that they had just instituted there. 

And consequently, when I finished — I finished in three years instead of four — and I got 

accepted by Johns Hopkins, who had never had any black person there. When I went there for my 

interview I decided I would not be the first one because they said I would have to be taken out of 

class to be shown to dignitaries when they came. I would not be allowed to examine female white 

patients. They had these restrictions. So the University of Maryland had accepted me. Oh, and 

then I had to pay a whole lot of money that I didn't have. 

Per Johns Hopkins? 

Yes, for Johns Hopkins. And then Women's Hospital in Philadelphia accepted me. But again, 

they said if I could just find the money to get there the first year, then I'd have scholarships the 

other years. University of Maryland also accepted me. And there was a scholarship program 

called the Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation. It was for integrating schools that were not integrated. 

Well, University of Maryland had been integrated. But the last black person was graduating that 

year. So I convinced the Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation that they ought to sponsor me because, 

otherwise, the school would go back to being all white. And they agreed. So I got my first year's 

tuition paid by the Jessie Smith Noyes Foundation. Later on they called it a loan and I had to pay 
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it back. But they wait until after you're a doctor and making some money. So it's okay then. 

You were very creative. 

Whatever worked. 

You were very focused. In the meantime were you enjoying any social life at this time or any 

political or civil rights activities at all? 

Yes. I did what everybody else did during that time. 

What decade was this? This was the 60s? 

Yes. When did I get out of service? I was in the Korean War. I got out at the end of the Korean 

War, whenever that was. But I did the stand-ins in lines at movie theaters that would not let us 

into them. I did the sit-ins at the counters of the five-and-dime stores that wouldn't let us sit at the 

counters. We'd go there and sit so that nobody else could sit there. They wouldn't wait on us, but 

nobody else would get waited on. We waited to be arrested. I never got arrested. 

That was going to be my next question. 

I managed not to get arrested. So you did all of these normal things that we were doing to 

integrate Baltimore, which is on the south side of the Mason-Dixon Line. It worked. 

Let's talk about Las Vegas. How did you get yourself to Las Vegas? 

I had a friend. I was living in Beverly Hills. 

First, let's talk about -- you're still in Baltimore here. Take me to wherever you went after 

Baltimore. 

Well, my family, including my parents, moved to California and left me there in medical school. 

So the minute I finished medical school I was on the next train, plane — no — I drove from there to 

California. 

Where did they settle in California? 

In the northern California area. My parents went to Walnut Creek. But anyhow, how dare they 

leave me there by myself? So that's how I got to California. That was after I finished medical 

school. So I did my internship at a hospital in California. That's how I got there. 

So then how did you get to Beverly Hills? 

Moved. 

Said I'm going to Beverly Hills? 



11 

No. Actually, I moved to Los Angeles and helped form the first black medical school there, the 

Charles R. Drew Medical School. He's the one -- well, you can find out the history of him. 

And you established — please say that again. 

The medical school at the Charles R. Drew. I helped form it. I was not the only one. There was a 

group of us. We three formed a black medical society. We did all of the things you normally 

would do. And I was working at the time. So when I got ready to move — oh, I know. I just got 

ready to move. I moved to Beverly Hills. 

And you lived in Beverly Hills. So were you working at a — 

In private practice. 

By yourself or with others? 

By myself. And they said that I could not afford to live in Beverly Hills. And they did everything 

they could to keep me from moving into Beverly Hills. 

Who are "they"? 

"They" were Realtors. At the time there were already two black families living in Beverly Hills. 

That's all. So I was the third. But I managed to find somebody who said, okay, Angela, you pick 

out the house you want and I'll see that you get into it. I don't care what they say. 

What year was that? 

Oh, Lord. You're asking me. I think my children -- it must have been 40 years ago because my 

children were probably — 

You had children? 

Somewhere in there I got married and had children, you know, the whole — did we miss a whole 

section of my life? 

Oh, my. Yeah, we did. So where did you meet your husband? 

Where did I meet Shirley? In church in my girlfriend's wedding. And he was one of the best men 

and I was one of the maids of honor. 

And your husband's name? 

Shirley, S-H-I-R-L-E-Y — but you have to pronounce it Sharlay -- Clarke. 

And this is in California? 

No. That was in Baltimore. 
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So you got married. What year did you marry? 

Well, it would be like 48 years ago. 

How many children did you have? 

I have three. 

Boys? Girls? 

A boy and two girls. 

Wonderful. So then you all went to California. Can you remember the street you lived on in 

Beverly Hills? 

Rexford Drive. They have a Rexford Street here. So it's easy to remember. Every time I see it I 

remember that's the name of the street. 

How long did you live in Beverly Hills? 

Until I moved here in '76. 

So why did you come to Las Vegas? 

Because I had a man who was a good friend of mine — he still is. He was a master masseuse. He 

had a lot of clients who were in show business. So he got here often. And he was talking to me 

one day and he said, you know, Dr. Clarke, they need you in Las Vegas. They don't have any 

board-certified — at that time I was finally board-certified in family practice. They don't have any 

black board-certified family practitioners in the state of Nevada. Turned out they didn't have any 

at all. So when I moved to Nevada in '76 — 

'76? 

Yeah. That's when I got here, December 23rd or something like that. But anyhow, I was the first 

board-certified family practitioner in the state of Nevada. They rushed to get somebody else in, 

but he unfortunately didn't make it until January. And we became good friends, Richard — I forget 

his last name now. He's dead. But anyway, he tried. They were determined. So I had the story 

from the horse's mouth that they were determined he would become the first board-certified family 

practitioner in the state of Nevada. But unfortunately, I got there before his licensing. 

What did that status do for your career or for your life? 

Well, for one thing I got a very good introduction to all of the complicated, severe illnesses that 

people were having because anytime somebody couldn't handle an illness, they said send them to 
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Angela. So I would get people that were dying, that were sick of this, that and the other, just 

whatever. Send them to Angela. 

So you got all those cases. Can you give us a sampling of some of those complicated cases? 

Well, let's see. I had one that I burst out crying when he died in the emergency room because he 

came in with difficulty breathing. And you needed to put in an intubator. And I am very good — I 

was -- very good at intubating. But they wouldn't let me do it. It had to be done by the head of the 

emergency room department at that time at this particular hospital. And he couldn't do it. And I'm 

frustrated. It's a simple thing. You know, you force them and put the tube down. Anyway, that's 

how he died. It turned out you don't need to put that in there. The years explained a lot of things 

that had been happened that we didn't quite understand. Why did he have to have one of the 

residents explain something to him? 

Anyway, there was one woman who weighed 400 and 80 something pounds or something. 

They were treating her a little differently than I would have handled it. So they would send me 

patients like that. 

And you had a private practice at that time? 

Yes. 

What hospital were you working out of? 

I used all the hospitals. There were four hospitals here including the one at the base because by 

then I was in the reserves. So I was going to all the hospitals and was on the staff of all of them. 

At one point I was the chief of staff at one hospital, the head of the department at another hospital, 

on the board of governors at another. You know, you just worked. Those were the freebies. 

What were some of the most frequent medical complaints that you can remember when you 

first got here? But you came to Las Vegas relatively late, 1976. Before I get that answer, did 

you experience any prejudice or bias? 

Oh, I still do today. Yes. When I came here I told somebody, I said you could take this whole 

state and put it in Mississippi and Mississippi would look like a northern state. It was very bad. I 

once went into a club with some friends of mine and they said, well, you all can come in, but she 

can't because she's drunk. I don't drink. I've never drank. I've never drank, period. But you see 

subtle signs of it even today. 
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And there were probably times then that you couldn't practice to the best of your ability 

because of that. 

No. I was too stupid. I would let this stuff go over my head and keep on going. That's all right. 

Were there any epidemics that you can recall during your tenure here? 

I'd have to stop and think about it. I was so busy working. I'm trying to remember. And offhand I 

can't remember. 

What was Las Vegas medical advancements compared to the rest of the country at the time 

you arrived? 

Well, at the time I arrived there were some good doctors and there were some not so good. And 

the not so good ones faded away and the good ones stayed. I guess I must have been not so good 

because I faded away. But anyway, I ended up being president of the Clark County Medical 

Society. And so I got to see the problems in depth that were going on and I also got to see the 

good things that were happening. You have a good medical school in UNR. And at that time the 

first two years you did up there and then the next two years, which were your clinic years, the 

students would come down here. So then they put us on the teaching staff to teach the third- and 

fourth-year students because this is where you have the majority of the doctors and the majority of 

the people at that time. 

Who was your average patient? 

My average patient? You know, believe it or not I had as many males as I had females. It was 

equally divided, a third children, a third female and a third male. And the average one was an 

average person, you know. 

Did you notice that you had more black patients versus white patients? 

The white patients came rapidly because I was the only board-certified practitioner. So they came 

rapidly. It was probably mostly — 

So I think I might be confused. So you were the first board-certified family practitioner that 

had nothing to do with — 

With color or race. 

Got it. I was confused about that. So how were you advertised? How did the word get out 

that you were here and that you were board-certified and that people would come to you? 
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Other doctors knew it. I mean the medical society knew it. We've got a board-certified family 

practitioner here. The university knew it. 

So you must have been busy. 

Yes. At one time I had over 10,000 patients. So, yes, it was busy. 

Where was your practice located? 

I started off in North Las Vegas. I had no idea where I was going when I came to Las Vegas. 

North Las Vegas Hospital said, well, we need you here. So would you consider coming here? So 

I said yes, that would be fine with me. So that's where I started. Then I went to an area close 

around Women's Hospital. 

You said to you went to Summerlin Hospital? 

No. Sunrise. That's in the center of town. 

And what was the name of your practice? 

It was just my name. It was private practice. 

When you worked at the North Las Vegas Hospital, did you know a Dr. Everett Ferrer? 

Oh, yes. Dr. Everett Ferrer, I knew him very well. 

Can you talk a little about him only because for this project I was trying to locate doctors 

from a long time ago and I found out that he's passed away? 

Yeah, he has. And I don't remember him except that I know the name very well. I can tell you 

that he was one of the people that welcomed me here. So we got along well. 

Did you know one of the first black nurses, probably not, Lubertha Johnson? Had you ever 

heard of her? 

I don't remember. 

How about a Dr. Charles I. West? 

Well, the Charles I. West Society is the name of the black medical society here. It was named 

after Dr. West. And I knew Dr. West before he died, yes. 

Who were some of the colleagues that you most admired when you first came here or 

appreciated the welcoming that they gave you? 

Everybody. I didn't have any problem with anybody. If they gave me any problem, I didn't know 

it. 
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By '76, hospitals were integrated. But was there still an underlying current? 

Yeah, there was. It didn't affect me. I was too busy. 

You had a great attitude. 

Well, I don't know. 

How has the gaming industry affected health care in such a unique community as Las 

Vegas? How has it affected the health care of people in this region? 

Number one, I had a hard time -- I've lived here 32 years and I have never gambled, okay? So I 

had a hard time getting patients to understand that you can't spend all your money sitting there 

gambling and drinking and then think that you can function. It was a big problem all the way 

across the board. I was very happy when I occasionally could talk somebody into, hey, let's try it 

this way instead of giving it away. But, you know, I suspect it's not much different than the 

problems in other states. It's just that it's concentrated here. I think they probably have problems, 

not just with gambling, but other things as well. 

Like maybe smoking because they're being exposed to smoke. 

Yes. 

Is there a prevalence of allergies and asthma in Las Vegas? 

No more than anywhere else I think. I had one patient that I talked into moving back to Portland 

because I had to take care of him when he was — I was left to take care of him when he was dying. 

Was that here? No. That was in California. That was in California. He told me he was okay 

when he was in Oregon. So I talked him into moving back to Oregon, which he did. And years 

later he wrote me and told me he was still fine. 

Oh, that's wonderful. One of the realities of Las Vegas is prostitution -- or of this region. 

How did the medical field handle prostitution as well as keeping the community safe and 

providing care for prostitutes? 

Well, number one, we were very happy with the Chicken Ranch. They were checked regularly. 

They had good medical care. We didn't have to worry about them passing illnesses around. And 

the street ones, of course, didn't have that coverage that they had. So nobody in the medical 

profession objected to Pahrump. 

Well, how was it then the street prostitutes that came in? What kinds of cases did you see? 
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A little bit of everything you can think of. Broken bones because their — what do you call the 

men? — pimps would beat them up. That was a big problem. I did not have too big a problem --

but it wasn't a big, big problem because they knew to get care very, very soon from communicable 

diseases because, of course, they had to be healthy so that they could keep working. 

Were you involved in any way in trying to sway a woman from changing her lifestyle? 

We all were. We all were. It wasn't just me. The whole medical profession was out to try to help 

the women if they wanted help and even if they didn't want help. And don't let them to get to me 

because I would lecture them and we would sit and talk until I would convince them. Okay, just if 

you'll shut up, I'll do it, you know, that type of thing. But it's a problem. 

Did you have any successes that later somebody might have come back and said thank you 

for helping? 

I have a letter I just got last year from one of my patients who said thank you for getting me 

straightened out and I've become this, that, the other. I have that letter in my file. 

That 's fascinating. So what was your typical day like? Don't tell me about the year of the 

10,000 patients. But what was your typical day like? What time did you start? What time 

did your day end? 

Well, I was usually up around four in the morning because we had to be in surgery by seven and I 

had to do my hospital rounds before then. But most of the hospitals were close by because Las 

Vegas was so small. It ended at Decatur when I came here. And then it went until I finished. 

Then you made your hospital rounds in the evening after you finished all your --

Did you deliver any babies? 

I did most of my delivering of babies in California. How many babies did I deliver here? A 

whole bunch. I don't remember. It was just something you did as part of family practice. So it 

wasn't anything that you - every patient I've ever seen I've gotten one, whatever we used to use 

back then - I've forgotten the name of it even now. I always told myself one of these days I'm 

going to get them all together. And first you say you're going to put them on the computer. Then 

I'm going to put them on CDs. Then it's thumb drives. I gave up. They're still sitting there in my 

garage lining my whole garage. 

Your patients' files? 
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Yes. And they're on microfilm. 

That brings a question. What do you do with your patients' files? 

I tried when I gave up practice to give them their files so they'd have them for other doctors or 

send them to other doctors if they give me their names. This went on for years because sometimes 

you wouldn't see patients for a long while, and most of them you gave to other doctors. But there 

still are many that I've never heard from again. 

Was insurance in place for most of your patients during your time of practice? And if not, 

how did some of your patients pay? 

You mean with chickens and jelly? 

They did not. 

Yes, they did. They paid in cash or by check or they had insurance or they couldn't pay at all. But 

I sometimes got some of the best pies and the best cakes because that was all they could pay. It 

was all right. I didn't have a big problem with it. 

Do you recall what an office visit would be, what the charge — 

When I retired we were charging a whole $25 for an initial office visit and $20 for a follow-up 

visit. If you had to have a pap smear or a vaginal examination, then you added five dollars to each 

of those. And people say you rich doctors. When I retired believe me I had no idea that the prices 

of everything would go as high as it has even for me. 

What year did you retire? 

Oh, God, here we go again with the dates. Let's see. I have been retired now since 1987. 

You could have gone on for a long time. Why did you retire so early? 

I was ill. So I was on disability. 

Are you better now? 

I think I'm all right. But they keep telling me -

Well, you certainly are active. 

You know what? A wise man once told me if you keep running you can outrun anything. So I 

found out that the secret is to be busier in retirement than you were when you were working, 

which is very hard for me to do because I was very busy when I was working. And I exhaust my 

brother, who's living with me now. He's happy to -- now he's working on the Obama campaign. 
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He's sitting in an office and he's drawing up charts or something. He's very happy because he gets 

to sit down and not do anything. 

Well, can you tell me some of the activities that you're involved in right now? 

I'm with the jazz dancers and we put on shows or we appear in other people's shows, et cetera. I'm 

working on the democratic side. And I'm a staunch republican working on the democratic side. 

So, obviously, I — 

So you're doing that. You danced. You had mentioned you're in local theater. 

Yes. And I also do folk dancing with a folk dance group that is mainly Greek. And I do Tai Chi. I 

have a picture of me somewhere around here that was just in the newspaper. I do pool aerobics. I 

have some gold medals somewhere around here from playing paddle tennis. A few other things. 

Are you having fun? 

I'm content. 

Did your children go into the medical field? 

My one daughter did who is now living in another state. But the other one teaches dance. And 

my son manages a Walgreen's. 

So what kind of medicine does your daughter --

You know I never even bothered to ask her. She's doing something that has to do with treating 

patients. 

And what did your husband do as an occupation? 

He was a lab technician. He ended up setting up his own lab. I left him in California. 

Oh, I was going to say is he still with us? But he's not still with you. 

Yes. 

All and all have you found your life and the path that you took, especially in the field that 

you chose, a rewarding experience for you? 

I wouldn't have done it -- yes. It's been rewarding. I've had my problems all the way through. 

But it hasn't been with the practice of medicine. That was great. And it's not with all of the junk 

I'm doing now. That's great. 

Are you happy you made the move to Las Vegas? 

Actually, you know, I moved here when the children were very young. So then I went traveling to 
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see where I really wanted to be. So I traveled mostly over the world and countries that I thought I 

would like to be in or other parts of the United States I'd like to be. And I came back here. 

Do you know why, what drew you or what kept you here? 

Well, my mother used to say when I was younger I was going to die and go to hell so I'd be warm 

enough. I don't have that problem here in Las Vegas. So I wish she had been alive to see that I 

found a place here on Earth that I could be warm enough. 

You'll be prepared, right? 

Yeah. (Laughing.) 

Angela, can you list some of the awards that you've received over your lifetime and the 

recognition? 

A few of them. Would you like just a few? 

Yes. Just go ahead and name them. 

Physician's recognition award, July — that's 1970 to 1973. California physician's certificate. Clark 

County Medical Society as president for a few years. The Royal Society of Health. The Links, 

Incorporated, it's a social group. The Las Vegas Country Club -- they were giving an award for 

some reason. This is my high school. These are health certificates. 2000 Women of 

Distinguished Achievement. This is the NAACP Lifetime Award. They just go on and on. And 

these are just a few of them. 

Well, I think what I'll do is just have you stand there. And if you don't mind, I 'd like to get a 

photograph of you with all your awards behind you. So come back and sit down real quick 

and we'll wrap it up because I 'm sure you have something else to go run off to. 

Well, actually, I was going to go back over to the Obama campaign and go to work again. I 

finished I think everything I'm supposed to do for today. 

Would you care to in any way just share your feelings about this election year and what your 

hopes are and what you think Obama is going to be able to accomplish? 

I told you I'm a staunch Republican who is voting democratic. That must tell you something. 

What it tells me is that I think we do definitely need a change. I'm not enamored of what's 

happening now. Neither is anybody else. So I think the Republican Party needs to step aside for a 

while and see if we Democrats can do a little better. I don't know if they will or not. But for that 
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reason I'm working for the Democrats. 

The word "change" -- over your lifetime you have seen an incredible amount of change at 

great expense all the way around. So change is or can be something good. Would you 

agree? 

It is. Oh, yeah. It has been for me. I'm sure it will be for everybody else. And I know that it's 

going to happen because I have to keep my 14-year-old granddaughter from telling me, oh that's 

how you get into the White House. I can do that. I said, no, you can't; you'll be dead. But that's 

what the teenagers are saying now. 

Excellent. Is there anything that I have not covered that you would like to share? This is 

going down for prosperity you know. 

No. I have a whole lot of brothers and sisters I think who deserve the honors as much or more 

than I do. 

How many are still alive? 

Five of us are alive. Of the ten original ones five are still alive, the two oldest and the two 

younger and one that's just older than me, the one that gave my mother a two-year rest before she 

had me. 

That's amazing. Well, thank you so much for taking the time to talk with me. It was an 

incredible story. I wish I could go on. 


