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Preface 

Ms. Ida Bowser was born in Tallulah, Louisiana, and in 1955 at the age of 10 she 
was brought to Las Vegas to join her mother and other family members. The family 
originally lived on Washington and H Streets, and later moved to Madison Avenue. Ida 
and her brothers and sisters attended Madison Elementary School right down the block. 

Ida attended high school in the ninth and tenth grades at Las Vegas High School, 
then transferred to Western High and graduated from there. Her first job after high 
school was as a teacher's aide at Variety School, which was located near Eastern on 
Sunrise. She returned to Louisiana until after the birth of her daughter in 1967, and came 
back to Vegas to work as a maid at the Sahara and Flamingo hotels. 

Around this time Ruby Duncan and other women were pushing for civil rights in 
Las Vegas as this movement swept the country, and the federal government stepped up 
with on-the-job training programs. Ida was disenchanted with maid's work, and applied 
to the welfare office for the training. Even though she was told that the program had 
ended, she persisted and was eventually sent to the UNLV library for training. She 
started in circulation and stayed with the library for 37 years. 

Ida can recall many individuals and places from her decades in Las Vegas and at 
UNLV. She talks of places like The Cove, Town Tavern, and the Louisiana Club on the 
Westside, and people like Bob Bailey, Sarah Hughes, and A1 Bramlet. Her many 
memories of colleagues, friends, professors, and other notables at UNLV include Alice 
Brown at the library, early presidents Baepler, Zorn, and Moyer, Jerry Tarkanian and the 
Runnin' Rebels, and Professor Roosevelt Fitzgerald. 

Today Ida is retired, enjoying her large extended family, sewing, attending church 
and family reunions, shopping and making plans for the future. She is recovering from 
an accident, which gives her a chance to sort through her memorabilia and reflect on her 
long association with UNLV. 
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It is August 30th, 2007. And I am interviewing Ida Bowser in her home here in Las Vegas. 

So how are you doing today, Ida? 

Oh, I'm fine, Claytee. 

Good. 

I am just fine. 

Now, first I just want to get started by talking about your early life. Tell me where you 

were born. 

I was born in Tallulah, Louisiana. And Tallulah, Louisiana, it seems that most people -- a lot of 

African-Americans I would say that are in Las Vegas migrated from Tallulah, Louisiana. So I 

migrated from Tallulah, Louisiana. 

So now, do you remember anything about Tallulah? 

Yes, I do. In fact, yes, I remember a lot. My grandmother raised me. And I was the youngest. 

But I remember my grandmother taught me how to sew. I remember we had to walk to school, 

and at that time with us walking to school — well, we went to a segregated school, you know, an 

all-black school. The teachers really, really cared. They really, really cared. I mean at that time 

there was no such thing as special education. It was just like the whole community raised a 

child. We were on our best behavior because we knew that if we said or did something, and I 

don't care where, at that time if you did something, by the time you got home, your parents 

already had the news. So I mean the grownup that you were out of line with, they were going to 

get you. And then when you got home, you got another spanking — I guess spanking or 

whatever they call it. That was good because I mean the whole community — like they said it 

takes a village to raise a child, and that's what happened. 

I remember those days and getting up every Sunday morning going to church for Sunday 

school first, then church. And it looked like church took — sometimes it would be three o'clock 

before you get out of church. So you went home and you ate and you rested and then right back. 

Six o'clock or five o'clock back in church again. As they say remember the Sabbath and to keep 

it holy. They remembered the Sabbath and kept it holy, okay. Oh, gosh, I remember that. 

And on Saturdays — but I didn't do a lot because I was the youngest. So my other cousins 

and brothers did all the work. You know, those were really good days because I remember what 
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we had to do ~ what they had to do. Every Saturday they had to wax the floors, wax the floor 

with Johnson Paste Wax. They had that linoleum. And I mean those floors had to shine like 

glass and no streaks, you know, with a brick and a piece of cloth. Yep. 

So why did the family decide to leave Tallulah and come to Las Vegas? 

Well, actually what happened was — my mother was in Las Vegas. Actually, the majority of my 

aunts and uncles, they were either -- well, I had one uncle that was in California, one uncle in 

Tallulah and one uncle here and two -- my mother and my aunt. But what had happened was that 

my — I guess that's my great aunts, my mother's sisters, had come to Las Vegas in the early 30s 

and 40s I guess. And so they came. And then after they came, I guess it was just like one of 

those things. The first generation or whatever, they come. And then they get up on their feet and 

then they'll send back for somebody else. 

So this was probably your grandmother's sisters. 

My grandmother's sisters came. Then my mother came and she remarried. And my sister — 

well, my older sister — so my mother remarried and had a baby. My sister Linda was born in 

1955, and at that time I was ten. My mother sent for me to come out here, so I came out to 

baby-sit. That was in 1955 and I've been here ever since. 

That is wonderful. Now, give me the names of your brothers and sisters, your mom and 

your grandmother. 

My grandmother's name was Paulie Bowser. My mother's name is Arlene Williams. And my 

sisters and my brothers — okay. 

How many? 

Including me, ten. Actually, I have more than that. 

It's okay. You don't have to give me all those names. 

Actually, I have 22 because then my dad remarried and he had ten. I just recently this year — I 

mean I knew. My grandfather had always told me that I had a sister and brother somewhere in 

Chicago that I had never seen, and it wasn't until this year that my sister came here for a reunion 

with her mother's side of the family. And so we got together. I still haven't seen my brother. 

Wow. Learning new family. 

So tell me, you were ten years of age coming to Las Vegas, what was that like? 



3 

What are some of your first memories? 

My first memory coming around the dam? Okay. Oh, that was my first memory, coming around 

the dam, just twisting and twisting and twisting, you know just twisting, scared to death. That 

was that. Gosh. 

Where did you live? 

I lived on Washington, Washington and H, 711 Washington. 

So how did you come out here? 

By car. You know, I can't remember who I came with, but I know it was by car. 

Was it Red Mitchell [A person known to have driven many families to Las Vegas]? 

No. It was a family member. It was like a family member came down. And then I came back 

with them. But I remember silver dollars at that time. That's all. And my stepfather would give 

us -- well, give me a silver dollar every week. That was my allowance. I remember going to the 

movies. I remember Bonanza Market. I remember Elite Market, going to Elite Market. 

Where was Elite Market? 

Elite was on the corner of — I believe it's Bonneville and Main. And it was like a meat market. I 

remember the Mexican store that was on -- where was it? H Street, the street before you get to H 

Street, where the Catholic Church was {St. James Catholic Church was on H Street}. But it was 

off of D Street. And we would walk to the Mexican store. But it was a whole new experience. 

It really was. It was a whole new experience. I guess this was the land of freedom. 

Now, going to the movies, which movie theater did you go to? 

Well, they only had one. I can't remember the name. 

On Fremont? 

Yes. 

What year was it that you came? 

I came in 1955. 

I think you told me that. 

What kind of work did your parents do? 

My stepfather worked in the construction industry and my mother worked in the hotel industry. 

My mother worked as a maid and then later as an inspector. 
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Now, when your stepfather was in construction, was he a skilled person? 

Well, I imagine he was because he built the house that we lived in. And, in fact, yes, for years 

up until he retired, for years I mean, he would pour concrete, build houses, everything. I'm just 

sad now that he has mild Alzheimer's because I have lots of stuff that he could do for me around 

here like make it accessible for the disabled, do the doors and stuff. But he has mild 

Alzheimer's. 

But he's still with us. 

Yes. 

Do you remember the schools that you attended here? 

Yes. I attended two schools — well actually, three schools. I attended Madison Elementary 

because that was right up the street from my house because we lived on Madison, 2015 Madison. 

And at the time that we moved down on Madison -- like I said my stepfather built the house that 

we lived in at the time that we moved down there — there weren't that many houses. There was 

Mr. Bolden's house, who was the first black police captain. There was Mr. Moody, who was the 

detective. [Herman Moody was the first black on the police force.] Did you ever talk to him? 

He's on my list. 

Because I talked to him and he told me that he was going to do it. 

Okay, good. Wonderful. Thank you. 

And then we lived right next door to Mr. Moody. My cousins lived two houses down, but across 

the street was just desert. There was all this desert, and that was in the early 60s when we moved 

down there. 

But I went to Madison to the eighth grade, and then for the ninth and tenth grade I went 

to Las Vegas High School. I graduated from Western High School, in the first graduating class 

of Western High School. That's my alma mater, the Warriors. 

That's great. What kind of things do you remember about entertainment for young people, 

what you did for fun? And tell me about the church life here, how it differed from 

Tallulah. 

The church life here differed from Tallulah in that in Tallulah like I said we went from -- I 

wanted to say from sunup to sundown, but it really isn't sunup to sundown — all day. Here we 
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still went to Sunday school and services, but the services weren't that long. It just wasn't that 

long. And you still had the young people's association. Sometimes instead of that being on a 

Sunday it may have been on another day of the week. But still it's just like — the Lent of the 

service. It was like night and day because in Louisiana it was an all-day thing, I mean from 11 

o'clock to 3 o'clock, that's just one service. Here, it was like an hour, hour and a half at the most. 

So that was the difference. 

And what did you do for fun? 

Oh, well, we just played in the neighborhood. We just played with one another. Like I said 

when I came here and we lived on Washington, there were some Indians in the neighborhood 

and there were some Mexicans. We just all played together. They had lots of deserts and stuff. 

So we played baseball and everything. The kids just played together. For the most part that's 

what we did. 

So now, tell me about your first job after high school. Was that UNLV already? 

No. My first job after high school was at Variety School. 

What is that? 

Variety was for the mentally and physically disabled. Well, at that time we were saying 

handicapped. It was over there on Sunrise off of Eastern and Sunrise. That was my first job. 

My first job was as a teacher's aide. At first I thought I couldn't work that job because I've 

always been the kind of person that -- for me to even think somebody's in pain, it just does things 

to me, you know. And at first I thought I can't work this job. To see the children -- but I worked 

that job. And they told me if you can work there, you can work anywhere. 

I learned something from those children. They taught me. They don't want you do to 

anything for them unless they can't do it for themselves. I learned so much from them and I 

learned how blessed I really am. And although they were physically and mentally challenged, 

they didn't feel sorry for themselves and they didn't want you feeling sorry for them. So that 

really was a real good experience for me that opened my eyes for my other jobs. 

After that, after working at Variety — well, what happened was I worked at Variety and 

then I became pregnant. I left Las Vegas and went back to Louisiana, and I stayed in Louisiana 

until after my daughter was born. After my daughter was born, I came back to Las Vegas and 
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worked in the hotel industry. 

Where? 

I worked at the Sahara hotel as a maid. I got terminated. 

How? 

Well, my grandmother died when my daughter was ten months old. And my sister ~ both of us 

worked at the Sahara. This is my father's daughter. I asked if I could go back to attend my 

grandmother's funeral. 

And this is the one that helped raise you? 

No. This is my father's mother. They told me no, but they gave my sister permission to go back. 

They told me that if I left they would terminate me, so I told them, well, you're going to have to 

terminate me because there's no way that I'm not going to my grandmother's funeral. I went to 

my grandmother's funeral and they terminated me, which was really, really, really good. So for a 

while I didn't do anything. I didn't try and find another job. 

So my next job, still a maid, was at the Flamingo hotel. I got up one Sunday morning, 

had a headache, thinking, Now Lord, I graduated from high school, 12 years that I done 

graduated from high school; now, I know I didn't graduate from high school to come out here to 

clean toilets and make beds. Now I have to do something better than this. Twelve years and 

graduated -- at that time that was a big deal. I mean you done graduated from high school, okay. 

So I got up that morning with the intentions of coming back home. I'm coming back home 

today, okay. I'm going to work, but I'm coming back home. So I went to work. I had a 

headache before I left, but I could've made it through the day with that headache. But I just 

got — oh, no, this headache, huh-uh; this is it. And that was it. I just told them no, I'm gone. 

And I left. 

And then, for about a month or so, I didn't do anything. At that time civil rights was 

starting. Things were starting to really happen with the civil rights. Ruby Duncan and the 

mothers, you know, they started to march and I mean really get things heated up here in Las 

Vegas, and along come the federal government with this on-the-job-training program. I heard 

about this on-the-job-training program, so I called. And at that time you had to call the welfare 

office. So I called the welfare office and they told me that the program had just ended; that they 
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weren't taking any more applications. But you know what they say. It's the squeaky wheel that 

gets the attention. I wouldn't take the "no." I just couldn't take that for an answer. So I called 

them every day. They told me the same thing every day. I guess they got tired of me calling 

them, so they finally said okay; we're going to send you; we're going to find someplace; we're 

going to send you, we're going to send you out to the university. And they sent me out to the 

university. 

I didn't know until a few years ago when they told me that as far as they know that I am 

the first African-American to work in a library in the state of Nevada. I didn't know that. I didn't 

know that. But that's how I ended up at UNLV. 

So before we talk about UNLV, you came here in 1955. That was the same year that a 

nightclub opened called the Moulin Rouge. 

The Moulin Rouge. 

What do you remember about that? 

Actually, the only thing I remember is where it was because it was in walking distance from 

where we lived. So I mean anytime we were in the car, you passed by it. I know that it was 

really supposed to be a really "in" and hot spot. That was the only spot that blacks could really 

go to and that a lot of the entertainers would come over to the Moulin Rouge after they had 

performed on the Strip. 

Bob Bailey [came as the emcee and house singer for the Moulin Rouge.] was the big guy 

at that time. We really didn't have a black radio station or nothing. And we only had three TV 

stations ~ Channel 3, Channel 8 and Channel 13. Those were the only three TV stations. And 

we didn't have a KCEP or — so if you listened to the radio, you just listened to what everybody 

else did. 

Tell me about Jackson Street. Do you remember any of the businesses that used to be on 

Jackson Street? 

Well, I remember The Cove. I remember The Cove. I remember Gladys' Beauty Shop because 

Gladys is my cousin. I remember the Town Tavern and the Louisiana Club. Now, I remember 

these from passing by, like I say passing by, because as a young child you listen to all of the 

other people talking. They talk about — and the Brown Derby and all that. But it wasn't from 
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going there because my mother didn't go out. No. My mother didn't go out. 

So I've always been a person that -- like when I was going to school — church, school, 

home. Okay. Church, school, home. That was it. And then growing up we didn't go to the 

nightclubs and stuff. So I've never been one to go out to nightclubs and stuff. I've never done 

that. But my mother — they didn't do that, but you would hear other folks. I mean there were 

other folks that went and you'd hear the talk and stuff. But, yeah, I remember all those places. 

The Hughes, they had a place down on Jackson. 

You mentioned the Sahara. More than likely the Sahara is probably going to be the next 

casino on the Strip that 's going to close down. They're going to rebuild it because I think 

it's already been sold. 

Oh, okay. 

Tell me what those early days were like. Right now the Sahara is a bit rundown. What did 

it look like? 

Oh, the Sahara was one of the, oh, most beautiful places on the Strip. And you know what? It 

was like the first hotel when you hit that Strip. It was nice. Compared to some of the other ones 

that I've seen, the Sahara was what was happening in its day at that time. And they also had the 

El Morocco [The El Rancho Vegas was across the street from the Sahara. The El Morocco was a 

Westside Club.], which was across the street. Yeah, it was across the street from the Sahara, but 

the El Morocco [The El Rancho was earlier] came later. But when you hit that Strip you saw 

this. I mean it was really glamorous. 

Was maid work considered hard work at that time? 

Yeah. I mean really -- it was hard -- but when you thought about the amount of money that you 

were getting paid, it wasn't hard. 

And tell me about the amount of money. 

You know what? I can't remember if it was $12 a day, $8 a day, or whatever it was. But it was 

more money than most people got for any job. Let me go back. And I'm going back to 

Louisiana. I came to Las Vegas in 1955. But in between 1955 and (indiscernible), sometimes in 

the summertime I would go back to Louisiana. One time I went back and I think I was there a 

couple of months or something. And my aunt worked for this lady. She had a friend and her 
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friend needed somebody to work for her. So my aunt volunteered me, and the woman would 

come and pick me up. There was nobody in the car but the two of us and I had to sit in the back 

seat. Then she wanted me to iron, she wanted me to wash, she wanted me to cook, and she 

wanted me to do all of this. And you went every day. It was like five dollars a week. So 

compare five dollars a week to eight dollars a day, hey, you know — or $12 a day. No, it wasn't 

hard. 

So what did your family say when you quit that job at the Flamingo? 

Huh? Nothing. You know, you must be crazy. That's what it was. You must be crazy. And 

when I think back on this — 

(End Tape 1, Side A.) 

Yeah, they thought I was crazy. Actually, they probably thought I was crazy, but that wasn't the 

thing. To be really honest with you, they didn't know that I quit. They thought I got terminated, 

okay. So I just quit. I didn't go to school for 12 years to clean a toilet and to make a bed, okay. 

Now, were you in the union? 

No. At that time the union wasn't -- well, yeah, the union was really big. But I had to be in the 

union and paying union dues in order to get a job. Yeah, I did. 

Now, do you remember a union rep named Sarah Hughes? 

Yes. 

Tell me about Sarah. 

I can't tell you anything about her. I don't know. But Sarah Hughes was the union rep when my 

mother and aunts were working and going on. They talked about Sarah and also Rachel 

Coleman and Doyle. But, see, I had little experience with the union, with the hotel industry and 

Al Bramlet, because that's all they talked about. They talked about Al Bramlet. 

And really and truly from what I saw, had Al Bramlet still been around, the stuff that's going on 

now days how they do — this hotel got a contract, this one got a contract — that wouldn't have 

been. It really wouldn't have been. And like for five years at the Frontier, the people were out 

on strike. No, that wouldn't have been because what Al Bramlet would have done, Al Bramlet 

would have said, we're up for negotiation and you said "no." And he said, Turn them off. He'd 

have blackened out the whole Strip. He would have blackened out the whole Strip. It wasn't I'm 
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going to negotiate with you and then I'm going to go over here and negotiate with you. Huh-uh, 

no. That wouldn't have been. See, there's no way that had Al Bramlet still been alive and in the 

union that the Flamingo would have been on strike for five years and other hotels working. 

Huh-uh. No. If the Flamingo was on strike — 

Frontier. 

If the Frontier was on strike, everybody else would have been on strike. That's the way Al 

Bramlet handled things. It wasn't going to be, well, this hotel's going to work and that one is 

going to be on strike because we're negotiating a contract. Nah. And after Al Bramlet, the union 

from what I could see, it just — but anyway. 

Wow. That's interesting. 

So okay, let's talk about UNLV. So you got this job at UNLV. 

I got this job at UNLV. 

So tell me who was in the library at that time. Who did you work with? 

And you know what? This goes back to when I was in high school. When I was in the high 

school I worked in the library at Western High School. I don't know. I guess I had a love for 

books and libraries. 

When I first started working at UNLV, the first person I saw when I walked through 

those doors was Alice Brown. Alice Brown. I'll never forget that. I'll never forget what she had 

on. Alice Brown, Harold Erickson, Elmer Curley, Mrs. Gonzales, Mrs. Diehl — who else was 

there? - Billie Mae Poison; those were the people. 

And describe the library to me. 

The library was a three-story round building that I thought was really, really, really, really 

interesting. I thought it was one of the best looking places at that time. I mean it was just nice. 

When I first started working at the library, we drove our cars. It was unpaved right next to the 

library because there weren't that many buildings on campus. Actually, when I first started — I 

started working in the library in 1968, March of '68 — my daughter was one year old. My 

daughter was born in '67, and she was one year old when I started working at the library. And 

Maryland Parkway wasn't paved when I first started. 

But that was some of the people that I remember when I started. 
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So what was your first job like? 

My first job was working in circulation. I worked in circulation, checking in, checking out 

books, et cetera. Since I had always worked in the library in high school, that was easy for me. 

Mr. Curley was my supervisor. Gosh, I really can't think of the name now — Martha Chrysler. 

Mr. Curley was over the department, but Martha Chrysler was my supervisor. 

You're there and there are all these young people going to school. Did you ever think 

about taking class there? 

Yeah, I thought about taking classes. And I took some classes. But, again, if I had to do it all 

over again, I would've done something different. Actually, if I had to do it all over again, I 

wouldn't have been at the library and at UNLV for 37 years. I would've done something 

different. But the reason I stayed at the library for 37 years and didn't take any classes was 

because I've never — I was never one to just step out and do things. 

I tell you — well, it goes back to this. Before I started working at UNLV and before I had 

my daughter, I wanted to go to college. I wanted to do something. But there were situations that 

arose where I couldn't do that. And so I don't know. When I started working at the university, 

you know, I started taking classes and stuff. And I had my daughter. And I just should have and 

I didn't. But there was that security, that job security. That was enough. But I always admired 

folks that stepped out and took that chance. But me, no. 

But now it sounds like, though, when I walked in the house you started talking about 

fabric. And I see a lot of different fabrics here. So at one time did you do something else 

on the side in addition — 

No. No, no. I sewed a little for other people like family members or something like that. I 

never got — well, this goes back to when I was in Louisiana and like I said I was the youngest. 

So I was always I guess under foot. My grandmother and all of the other women would get 

together and make these quilts. Now, that's the one thing that I never learned how to do, to quilt. 

I wish I knew how to quilt. But I never learned that. But my grandmother sewed and she made 

all of our clothes. So I was always there, right there. So she showed me how to sew. So I've 

always had a love for sewing. 

When my daughter graduated from high school, I had decided that I was going to go to 
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Ms. Wade in Dallas because I always wanted to be a designer. I wanted to design clothes for the 

large woman. I just wanted to because everything you saw was ugly and no color, no splash. 

And with all this material here, you see all this wild. I love color and I love all of this wild stuff, 

and I really love stripes because I like to — I'm just — 

Very visual. 

Yes. The stuff that's just alive. So I wanted to go. I was going to do something. I said that 

when my daughter graduated from high school I was going to go to Ms. Wade — that's 

Ms. Wade's Fashion Design Institute in Dallas, Texas — and I wanted to learn how to make hats 

and stuff. So my daughter was going to go to college. She was going to go to Southern. And 

she went to Southern. I was going to quit working at UNLV, draw my little retirement out, and 

go to Ms. Wade. Well, what do you know? I was pregnant. Okay. So here I'm thinking that 

now I just got this newfound freedom because my daughter's graduating from high school and 

she's — hey. So now not so much job security. And I was sick, sick, sick, couldn't figure out 

what was wrong with me. I was sick. We did every test in the book. And come to find out I 

was pregnant. Oh, I had never been so hurt — well, not really hurt, but so shocked in my life. 

I remember how we found this out was that I had to go to Women's Hospital. The doctor 

sent me to Women's Hospital for an ultrasound because we couldn't figure out -- we done took 

every test there is. We took this ultrasound, and I'm lying on the table. The doctor had told me, 

my gynecologist, Dr. Smith had told me you have a cyst about the size of an egg. He said, But if 

it doesn't bother you, don't worry about it. So I'm lying on the table and I say to the nurse, Well, 

is it my cyst? And she said, No, you're pregnant. I said, What did you say? She said, You're 

pregnant. I told her, I said, Lady, you've got to be mistaken. She said no, I'm not. She said, I'm 

looking at it right here, and she proceeded to show me. 

And I can't tell you to this day how I got dressed, how I got home or what was what. I 

was just in total — I mean it's just like everything went blank. It was just a blank. And I never 

will forget. For a whole summer I cried. I cried. I sat at my desk and I cried and I cried. I 

cried. And I was sitting at the — because I was just saying I was just — I just couldn't believe 

this. I just could not — in earlier years I had been trying, trying, trying. And here it is almost 20 

years later. My daughter is a freshman in college. Goes to college in September and he's born in 
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October. Oh, my goodness. Nineteen years. I couldn't believe that. 

So I cried, and I was sitting at my desk one day. This voice spoke to me and said, Who 

are you to question me? And after that I was through with it. I think that my son is one of the 

best things that ever happened to me. It was a new beginning. I love him to death. I can just see 

him. And when I -- but I was going to step out then. I really was going to step out then. But 

you know, Claytee, it's never too late. 

That's right. It is never too late. 

It's never too late. And I need to try to find some place. I think the Doolittle Community Center 

has the old age people or whatever. A lot of them might do some sewing and some quilts and 

different things. But I have so much fabric here that the last time I think I gave them like eight 

garbage bags full of fabric. I have so much fabric here. And I have a lot of ethnic fabric. This 

box is just black and white. But I have boxes of that in the den. I had boxes that were stacked 

up in the den and I've gone through. Like I have ten of these boxes here full of ethnic fabric 

that's in the back and that's not even touching all of this stuff that's there. 

So why don't you make some caftans? That would be easy. People would buy them 

because I would buy two or three. 

Yeah. But I'm going to do a whole lot. I'm just getting ready to do stuff. And, see, I like 

unusual stuff and unusual colors and stuff I have some unusual — that's a scarf. It isn't enough 

to do anything with. 

I love that. 

It isn't anything to do anything with. 

We're looking at this piece of fabric that is blue and pink and yellow and I don't know 

what. It's just beautiful. 

But anyway — so I'm getting it together. That's why I'm going through. And I just said this 

morning — that pile over there, that's the pile I wanted to work with. But I just said this morning 

when I went down in the den: there is so much fabric there that I can't keep it all. I have to give 

it away. There was a guy over here yesterday, the telephone guy. He's from Africa. And I 

asked him if he knew anybody that sewed and he said no. And I told him why. So he told me, 

Well, I will buy some of this fabric from you and send it back to my mother in Africa for her to 
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make them clothes. And I told him no. He said, Why no? I said, No, I won't sell you any 

material. I have more fabric than I can use, and you can't always charge people for what they do. 

That's what my grandmother always told me. 

So it's mine. I have so much. And with this accident, since I had this accident [broken 

hip], I've really had time to sit and to think and to go over my life. God has been so good to me. 

He has blessed me so even with this accident. Even with my son, I just thank Him. I just thank 

Him. God has been so good to me. I have so many shoes and handbags and stuff that I just — I 

have three garbage bags of shoes. I have clothes that — I mean I have clothes — I can't get any 

more clothes in the closet. 

So what size shoes? 

I wear a size ten. 

What about the handbags? 

Oh, yes, dearie. 

When you get ready to go through those handbags, I want to be here. 

Okay. What I'll do is I'll go through them and I'll put them in a thing because I have to. I have 

to. I have so much. I thought like when I was in my daughter's house you can't use all of this 

stuff; give this stuff to somebody that can use it. And that's what I'm going to do. People say 

you ought to have a yard sale. No. I don't need to have a yard sale. I mean I've got a lot of stuff 

and I could probably make quite a bit of money. But I don't want to do that. When I'm ready to 

get rid of something, I'm ready to get rid of. And the Lord has put on my mind something to do. 

Like the clothes and stuff, I'm going to donate a lot of them to the battered women's shelters 

because they get women in there that are large size and they don't have any clothes or very few 

clothes. So I'm going to do that. 

But I'm also thinking about opening up an establishment. When I was at my daughter's 

house and I was thinking I have to get rid of all these clothes and things, an idea occurred to me. 

T.D. Jakes said that you needed to have at least five strings. And it came to me to open up a 

thrift store for large women because we don't have one. People don't cater to them. And I have 

enough clothes and my sisters have enough clothes that we could even do it on consignment. So 

Tonya sent away for the book on how to open a thrift store. I just want to, before I really delve 
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into that, be up and walking and going on. 

Oh, good. That sounds wonderful. 

But that's something. There is so much that I want to do. I hear about our young people. We're 

just losing them. In fact, over where my daughter lives out in the northwest, coming home some 

young man was shot and killed just walking through the neighborhood. So crime is everywhere. 

My heart goes out to those parents. My heart goes out to the ones that did it. I just sit a lot of 

times and I wonder, Lord, what can I do? What can I do? And I'm trying to think of someplace 

or something. What can we do to reach our young folks? It's just like we're losing them at an 

alarming rate. It's like what can we do? I don't know. I don't know. I just don't know. 

So getting back to UNLV, tell me about what the administration of the campus — who was 

president at that time? Do you remember? Was it Moyer? 

At that time — oh, gosh. You know what? I say to myself that I sometimes wonder if I have 

Alzheimer's. Oh, gosh. Baepler was one. And before Baepler was — 

Zorn. 

Yeah, Dr. Zorn. And then before Zorn there was — 

Moyer. 

Okay. When I came. 

So you have been there for almost every president. 

Yes. 

Tell me some of the highlights. Do you remember Tarkanian? 

Oh, gosh. Who don't remember Tark? Tark put UNLV on the map. 

Why do you say that? 

Girl, please. You know when we went to the nationals, I mean you saw people in Chicago with 

UNLV Runnin' Rebel shirts. Oh, gosh. People didn't know what UNLV was until Tark came 

along. And then after that — and the Runnin' Rebels? Gosh, everybody wanted to come to 

UNLV. Oh, gosh, I remember that. I remember that. I remember that. 

Yeah, I remember Tarkanian and those early days. Those were good days. We had lots 

of good fringe benefits then, too, because they used to give us season passes. We used to get 

season passes — two season passes to all the games. Oh, yes. Oh, yes. Yes, we did. Every year. 
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Oh, yeah, we got season passes, two of them. 

Who were some of the other people throughout campus that you remember that maybe you 

became friends with? 

Oh, Fitz. 

Oh, okay. Tell me about Fitz. 

Oh, Fitz. Now, that was a professor. Fitz. Dr. Babero. But Fitz was the man. 

And you're talking about Roosevelt Fitzgerald. 

Yeah, Roosevelt Fitzgerald. And then Dr. Roske in the history department. Chris Huggins in the 

English department. Mattson, Vern Mattson. Those were ~ 

So tell me a little about Roosevelt Fitzgerald. Did you ever take a class from him? 

Yeah. I took several classes from Fitz. He was very, very knowledgeable. I mean to just take 

his class, I mean it was a real eye-opener, and not only just to take his classes but to read his 

articles in The Voice [First black newspaper in Las Vegas], or The Sentinel now as it's called. I 

mean it was just really -- Fitz got you to thinking. You saw, but you never really, really thought 

about anything until Fitz got to talking. And then you look and you say, You know he's right 

about that. In the early days Fitz is one of UNLV's greatest, if not the greatest, professor. 

Now, did you ever know that he ran into some problems [He did not complete his PhD 

dissertation] on campus? 

Yes, I did. And not only he ran into some problems, but some other folks ran into problems, too. 

Yeah, I knew because he talked. But the thing of it is that although he ran into problems of this, 

that and the other, Fitz was his own man. Fitz didn't run from nobody and nothing. He was his 

own man. And, hey, the truth was the truth and there it was. And if you couldn't deal with it or 

whatever, that's the way it was. 

What was the attitude in Las Vegas in those early years, the 60s, 70s? What was the 

attitude about the campus? 

We were the underdog. Everything was Reno, Reno, Reno. Reno was the campus. But we were 

just this little struggling backwards place in the southern part of Nevada. And we didn't have the 

history. We didn't have anything. But we did have the Runnin' Rebels. We put it on the map 

because — yeah, they come to Nevada, this, that and the other. And they go to Reno. What is it, 
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the biggest little town [The biggest little city in the world]? But, hey. 

What have you enjoyed most about living in Las Vegas? 

I really haven't thought about that because at one time what I was going to do when I retired I 

was supposed to move back to the South. I mean Las Vegas, it's okay. See, by me being -- I'm a 

homebody. And when I say a homebody, I don't do a lot of stuff. When I was working I 

worked, I went to church and I came home. And I love shopping and going shopping. And that 

was it. But I like the climate. I like the climate. 

Oh, wait a minute. There are a lot of things that I can say about Las Vegas. And I'm 

reminded of them when I go to other cities and stuff. Everything closes early, and I tell people 

we are a 24-hour town. You can always get something in Las Vegas, especially food. When you 

go to the hotels or to these other little places and the food is sky high, you can always get 

something in Las Vegas. You can eat in Las Vegas for a dollar, two dollars. You can eat in Las 

Vegas. Until you go someplace and you experience these things, you never even think about it. 

You never even think about it when you're here except when you go and leave. You say, Ooh, 

I'll be so glad to get back home; I don't know what to do. 

(End Tape 1, Side B.) 

The fact that it's 24/7, something is always open 24 hours a day, seven days a week. And I just 

like -- and now you know we're becoming — there are other things for children to do and we're 

getting some culture and stuff. You know, Las Vegas ~ we are really getting there. 

Yes. I agree. 

You look at some of the new businesses that are opening up like this Furniture Mart [World 

Market Center] over there. That's international. So I mean we are really beginning to be on the 

map. I mean we've been on there. But, you know, for other things other than "Sin City." That's 

what they call us, "Sin City." 

What do you think about downtown and how it's changing? 

Oh. At first I really didn't like the changes. I really didn't care for this Fremont Experience 

[Freemont Street Experience] thing with the — I mean it just looked like to me it just took 

something away from it, from what it is. And I don't go down there a lot. Now, my daughters 

and my sisters and stuff say they love it because they like to go to Jillian's and to the movies or 
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whatever it is down there. It's nice for them. But it just seemed like to me that it was more 

glamorous when you had the individual little thing instead of — 

Okay. That big canopy. 

That big canopy. So I really don't --

Well, you know that there are condominium complexes going up down there now and just 

all kinds of things. 

That's what I said. Las Vegas — we're getting lofts and condos. And everywhere you look you 

see — I mean even right there on Bonanza and Las Vegas Boulevard, they're supposed to be 

building lofts and stuff over there. It looks like we're just becoming a cosmopolitan city. 

That 's exactly right. 

Las Vegas is the place to be, okay. 

We talked a little about church, but you didn't tell me which church you were associated 

with here — are associated with. And is this a family church here? 

Well, for I guess 40 years — at least 40 years I attended Zion Methodist Church, up until a few 

years ago. And a few years ago I started attending Zion Independent Methodist Church. So now 

I'm not really — well, I attend. I go to church. I'm not a member of. I go to Evergreen. And the 

reason why I go to Evergreen is because my sister-in-law picks me up every Sunday morning 

and takes me now since I had my injury, my accident and everything. I don't drive or anything. 

So I said that whoever picks me up that's where I'm going. So that's where I go. But, yeah, I was 

affiliated with Zion Methodist for over 40 years under Reverend Bennett [Marion Bennett]. 

Reverend Bennett retired and they got a new minister, and with the new minister I continued, 

although a lot of my family members didn't. I continued to go Zion. Then I just decided that it 

was time for me to move on. So right now I'm not really affiliated with any. Like I say I go to 

services at Evergreen right now. But I'm Methodist by — 

Now, you have a family member that I interviewed years and years ago and I want you to 

talk about her. 

Lucille Grimes. 

Lucille Grimes. 

My cousin Lucille. Okay. What do you want to know about Lucille? 
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Lucille has probably has more energy than anybody else I know. 

Yeah, she does. My cousin Lucille. Lucille is a special person. She really is. I mean she's very, 

very creative. In fact, she started us with our family reunion over the years. She's very, very 

creative, just very outgoing and a fun person to be around. 

Now, has the family reunion — how long has it been going on now? 

Oh, my goodness. Gosh. I think we started — it had to be the early — I think the first one we 

had, the first real one I think we had was the one with Greg Morris. When Greg Morris did the 

interview and everything; that was the first one. So ever since then. But they tell me that they 

had one before then. And I guess I was younger then. They just all got together I believe it was 

at Lucille's house. Got together there. But it's been going on — well, this is the 11th or 12th — 

the 12th — either the 12th or the 13th. Every two years we have the big reunion. The one this 

year is going to be — not this year — in 2008, it's going to be in Atlanta. 

How that works is that every two years we have a big reunion where everybody 

converges into one spot. Then every year, wherever you are, the second weekend in August 

you're supposed to get together with your family members in whatever city or wherever you are 

and have a picnic. So that's how they did it. So, yeah, a couple of Saturdays ago we were at 

Mountain Crest for the people here. We had a picnic. So then in 2008, we'll have the grand 

reunion where everybody from all the different states get together. 

But I think that this one in Atlanta is going to be very small. I don't think that many 

people are attending because everybody keeps saying, Well, why are we moving? Why not in 

Las Vegas? And, see, what we can't get people to see is that the people in Las Vegas want to go 

somewhere other than Las Vegas. We're here all the time. So we want to go someplace. 

So when you had the family reunion a few weeks ago, how many people did you have? 

Oh, there was about a hundred and 50. 

Wow. So do you think there are that many relatives here in Las Vegas? 

Who? Girl, it's more than that. Oh, my goodness. Oh, jeez. You know we have this saying 

amongst our family, that when you meet somebody in Las Vegas, you ask them who they are 

related to because there are so many of us. And what gets me is that there are a lot of us. But a 

lot of the young people don't know each other. They don't know each other. And there are so 
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many. 

In fact, it's just amazing that Sunday I went to the store with my sister. My sister took me 

to the supermarket on Sunday. And this guy and this lady parked right next to us. He got out 

with a cane. He had the handicap sticker, and I'm looking at him and I was saying to myself I 

just wish I could do that, you know, if I could just walk with the cane. So she goes in and gets 

the little electric cart. I get on the electric cart. And I come on and I'm in the store. 

And I get in there. We go over there to the sodas. And I'm at the sodas. And he says to 

me, Hey, kinfolks. And I said, Hi. He said, You don't know me do you? I said, No, I don't. He 

said, But I know you. I said, Well, who am I? He said, You're Arlene's daughter. I said, Well, 

yeah, you do know me, okay? So then he goes on to tell me how I'm related to him. And I told 

him, I said, when you got out, I said, I just said to myself I wish I could do that. And he just 

started laughing. And I said Okay, kinfolk, bye. 

So I mean there are so many of us that we really — even some of the old people don't 

know. It's way over a hundred and 50 here in Las Vegas. 

So now, who is the matriarch of all of this? 

Pearly Jo. 

Now, tell me about Pearly Jo. 

They call her "Momma Doll." Pearly Jo is the matriarch. I think they said that "Momma Doll" 

was 96. Anyway, her birthday was just here August the 8th. I believe it was August the 8th. 

But I think they said that "Momma Doll" is 96. I'm not sure how old she is. I've been remiss. 

And I'm supposed to be the one that's keeping up with all of this stuff. 

Oh, really? 

Oh, yes. I bought the program and I'm supposed to be doing the family quilt and everything. 

And with this accident and everything, I've just gotten behind. But I'm really going to have to 

get on my job because at our reunion — my cousin, Dora Lee, died. She had started this family 

tree. It was sort of like a quilt and we put it on the wall. I mean it was huge. And after she died 

the quilt disappeared. To make a long story short, the quilt disappeared. It was found, but it 

disappeared again, okay. So they don't know where the quilt is. But it was just — you got such a 

feeling when you went to this reunion and you saw this thing on this wall and with all of these 
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names and stuff. And you could just go up there and — there I am. There I am. 

So I've come up with an idea. I'm going to redo the tree, actually. And then I'm 

supposed to be keeping the history and all that stuff, but I just haven't done anything yet. 

"Momma Doll," is she --

Yeah. "Momma Doll" is the matriarch of the family. She's such an amazing woman. She gets 

up and she walks every day. And she's just as spry. 

I want to interview her. 

Pearly Jo? 

I want to interview her. 

Okay. All right. I will tell her. And the last time I talked to her — well, Estelle, her daughter 

Estelle Cline, she was saying that — I told her I was going to come over and talk to "Momma 

Doll." And she made it seems as if "Momma Doll" has got Alzheimer's. But even me, 

sometimes at my age I do things and I wonder where did I put this, that and the other. So I don't 

know. 

I've already started that. 

Yeah. So--

Well, let me know. Let me know if Estelle thinks that she can sit for an interview because 

she's probably one of the ones who came out first. 

Uh-huh. Probably. Yeah. "Momma Doll," Aunt Ida, Aunt Jaline, which they're dead now. So, 

yeah, "Momma Doll." I'm quite sure "Momma Doll" probably - yeah. Well, I don't know. But 

I'll see. I'll talk to Estelle because it could have been the other way around. It could have been 

like with my grandmother. My mother and aunts and stuff came. And then later on they sent 

for -- after they got established they sent for my grandmother. 

My grandmother died here, but she never liked Las Vegas. Really I think she died from a 

broken heart. She didn't want to be here. She wanted to be in Louisiana. 

Now, what kind of work did your husband do? 

Oh, what kind of work did Tommy's father do? Tommy's father was a barber until he retired, 

and Taren's father was a tailor. He made clothes. 

Did they have shops on the Westside? 
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Well, Tommy's dad worked at the barbershop. He worked in the barbershop with his brother, 

Ed, behind the Town Tavern. That was before. And then after Booker and Max opened up Hair 

Unlimited, then they all moved into Hair Unlimited. And Howard, he worked for himself. He 

never had a shop. He just worked at home. 

Well, this is wonderful. You told me a lot about old Las Vegas and then about UNLV. So I 

really appreciate this so much. And then that family tree, that's wonderful. 

I have to get busy on that. 

Getting back to UNLV, when I started working at UNLV, I mean the campus was small. 

We were close. Tarkanian was there then and everything. And like I said, Tark put UNLV on 

the map. 

We talked about Fitzgerald, his problems on campus. And during that time there were 

problems. And still today there are problems. I remember the U.S. Department of Education 

coming to the campus to investigate. And they said that UNLV blatantly — they blatantly 

discriminate. In my experiences at UNLV in the library, I filed a discrimination suit. I won it. I 

filed a discrimination suit in the library. I mean we know. And you would think that, gosh, this 

is a place of higher education. How can it — how can this be? And it's still prevalent -- it's still 

going on today. It's still going on today. 

I tell you my daughter went to Southern and she went to UNLV, also. My sister had an 

acronym for UNLV. She was going to "Unloved," okay? Okay. I used to tell people I wouldn't 

send my child to UNLV. I wouldn't send them to UNLV. 

Over the years, over the things that have gone over, the things that I saw while working 

there, not only my experiences in the library but other experiences on campus. I mean the 

campus wasn't that big. And there weren't that many African-Americans doing things other than 

custodial work, janitorial work. You could count them. And to see — and even that — and to see 

how we were treated. 

Do you want to give me one example? 

Well, one example of what went on with me? 

Or it could be with one of the other — 

Okay. Well, that's just like — one example I'm going to give you — I'm going to give you an 
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example -- was Charlotte Brown. Charlotte Brown was the first African-American librarian to 

work in the library. But Charlotte Brown was one of the African-Americans that goes around 

with their eyes closed, that think they're, hey, it can't happen to me. And it did happen to her, 

okay. And come to find out that they were keeping — and we know — they say that they don't — 

they had two different files on all African-Americans. She went over to the president's office 

one day, and when she came back she was crying because she couldn't believe that they had two 

separate things on her. They denied it, but we know. Just like they deny it today. Personnel 

records, et cetera. 

I would talk to a lot of the people on grounds. And a lot of the things that the supervisor 

did to them, the white custodians were doing the same thing, but they weren't being disciplined 

for it and everything. And, see, over my years at UNLV I've had lots of friends because I always 

felt that — I never thought that I was better than anyone. 

Or less. 

Or less than anyone. So I talked to the people on grounds. I talked to the custodians. I don't 

think that because I'm working in an office, I'm -- you know. So I've got so many friends. 

And I tell you my retirement party, it just — I was just so overwhelmed. And with the thing with 

my son, I was just so overwhelmed because I saw people at my retirement party that I thought — 

you know, we work here in the library, but — you know, we talk — I mean we speak and just — I 

was just overwhelmed, you know. But I had a lot of good days — more good days than I had 

bad, really, at the library. And I love it. 

I had said that when I retire I would never set foot back in the library. But that was 

just — I was just joking. I really miss the people. I miss Steve Fox. I miss Dona. I miss — you 

know, I miss you. I miss Carol Anne, Marta and seeing Curley there every day, although he's 

retired. But I mean I just met so — and I came in contact with so many wonderful people. And I 

just wish I had gotten to know the dean, the new dean, because I think that she is a different 

person. 

Oh, yeah. Different kind of leader. 

Yeah. But I say to Carol Anne — because every time she calls me she tells me about somebody 

leaving — I said, My goodness, they waited until I retired; I retired and now the whole place is 
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just falling apart. I said when I left the whole place is just falling apart. But anyway --

Well, I really appreciate this so much. 

Well, Claytee, to me - I'm saying what is she going to do with this? You know, what do I 

know? What do I know? But, hey. 

That's right. This is history, the way it's written today. 

That's what you say. This is history. So you know I can say that. 

Well, thank you so much. 

You're welcome. 

(End Tape 2, Side A.) 


