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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Gragson, Oran K. (Oran Kenneth), 1911-2002
Contributor: Gragson, Bonnie, 1913-2007

Title: Oran K. Gragson Photographs
ID: PH-00310

Date [inclusive]: 1957 to 1981
Physical

Description:
0.20 Cubic Feet (2 hanging folders and 1 shared box of negatives) 

Physical
Description:

0.20 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Oran K. Gragson Photographs depict Las Vegas, Nevada
mayor and businessperson Oran K. Gragson from 1957 to
1981. The photographs primarily depict Gragson at political
events with his wife Bonnie and other politicians such as
U.S. senators Howard Cannon and Alan Bible, and Nevada
Governor Paul Laxalt. The photographs also depict Gragson at
groundbreaking ceremonies, Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas
hotels and casinos, the mayor's office, ribbon-cutting ceremonies,
and with performers such as Wayne Newton, Sammy Davis Jr.,
and Lawrence Welk.

Preferred Citation
Oran K. Gragson Photographs, 1957-1981. PH-00310. Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Politician Oran Gragson was the longest-serving mayor of Las Vegas, Nevada, a position he held
from 1959 to 1975. He was born February 14, 1911, near Tucamari, New Mexico. In 1919, his
family moved to Arkansas, then later to Texas. Gragson came to the Las Vegas area in 1932 and
worked at the Hoover Dam for a short time before finding employment in highway construction.
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He later managed the Boulder Inn Casino and Dance Hall and then became part owner of a
new and used furniture store. He later opened the North Main Furniture Store, followed by the
Charleston Appliance Center.
In the late 1950s, Gragson found that some of the local police had been breaking into his store and
stealing televisions. Observing the corruption in the police force motivated Gragson to seek public
office. In 1959, Gragson was elected Mayor of Las Vegas. Three years later, he won the Republican
nomination for governor, but lost to incumbent Grant Sawyer in the general election. Gragson
won re-election as mayor in 1963, 1967, and 1971. During his time in office, he defeated two recall
attempts: a recall in his first term and a recall in his last term. He chose not to seek a fifth term,
and retired from office in 1975. In 1968, he won the Fiorello LaGuardia Award for "Outstanding
Mayor of the Year."
During Gragson's tenure as mayor, he oversaw the construction of several major structures,
including Cashman Field and the Las Vegas Convention Center. Under his leadership, the City
of Las Vegas acquired several properties for neighborhood parks and community centers, and
Gragson founded the Mayor's Urban Renewal Committee, which primarily funded housing
projects and improvements like renovating West Las Vegas. Gragson increased highway funding
and funds for a new city hall (approved in 1967).
Sources: Martin, Roy. "Oran K. Gragson." Las Vegas Review-Journal. February 7, 1999. http://
www.reviewjournal.com/news/oran-k-gragson

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Oran K. Gragson Photographs depict Las Vegas, Nevada mayor and businessperson Oran
K. Gragson from 1957 to 1981. The photographs primarily depict Gragson at political events
with his wife Bonnie and other politicians such as U.S. senators Howard Cannon and Alan Bible,
and Nevada Governor Paul Laxalt. The photographs also depict Gragson at groundbreaking
ceremonies, Nellis Air Force Base, Las Vegas hotels and casinos, the mayor's office, ribbon-cutting
ceremonies, and with performers such as Wayne Newton, Sammy Davis Jr., and Lawrence Welk.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials remain in original order.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were donated in 1987 by Oran K. Gragson and Bonnie Gragson; accession number
1987-149.

Processing Note
Materials were processed by Special Collections staff. In 2015, as part of a legacy finding aid
conversion project, Lindsay Oden wrote the collection description in compliance with current
professional standards.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Collections
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
Oran K. Gragson Papers, 1959-1988. MS-00170. Special Collections and Archives, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Gragson, Oran. Interview, December 25, 1972. OH-00709. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Names and Subjects

• photographs
• Politicians
• Las Vegas (Nev.)

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Portrait of Oran K. Gragson, 1965 (0310_0001) (view online) folder
01

Oran K. Gragson at an event, 1967 (0310_0002) (view online) folder
01

Portrait of Oran K. Gragson, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0003) (view
online)

folder
01

Portrait of Oran K. Gragson, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0004) (view
online)

folder
01

Portrait of Oran K. Gragson in office, 1975 (0310_0005) (view online) folder
01

Portrait of Oran K. Gragson, approximately 1970-1979 (0310_0006) (view
online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson and a birthday cake, approximately 1970-1979 (0310_0007)
(view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson at an event, approximately 1970-1979 (0310_0008) (view
online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson and his wife Bonnie celebrating his birthday at the Flamingo
Hotel and Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada, 1969 (0310_0009) (view online)

folder
01

Bonnie Gragson poses in a Renaissance-style costume in front of a campaign
poster for Oran K. Gragson, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0010) (view
online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson putting up a poster for his re-election campaign, Las Vegas,
Nevada, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0011) (view online)

folder
01

U.S. Senator Howard Cannon, U.S. Senator Alan Bible, Herbert E. Grier,
and Oran K. Gragson at the groundbreaking ceremony for Edgerton,
Germeshausen & Grier, 1963 May (0310_0012) (view online)

folder
01

U.S. Senator Howard Cannon, U.S. Senator Alan Bible, Herbert E. Grier,
and Oran K. Gragson at the groundbreaking ceremony for Edgerton,
Germeshausen & Grier, 1963 May (0310_0013) (view online)

folder
01
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U.S. Senator Howard Cannon, U.S. Senator Alan Bible, Herbert E. Grier,
and Oran K. Gragson at the groundbreaking ceremony for Edgerton,
Germeshausen & Grier, 1963 May (0310_0014) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson cutting the ribbon at the opening of the Nevada State Bank,
including Governor Vail Pittman, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0015) (view
online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson waves from a car during a parade on Fremont Street, Las
Vegas, Nevada, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0016) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson and Bonnie Gragson wave from a car during a parade on
Fremont Street, Las Vegas, Nevada, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0017)
(view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson participates in a ribbon-cutting ceremony, approximately
1960-1969 (0310_0018) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson with U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, Nellis Air Force Base,
Nevada, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0019) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson with U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds, Nellis Air Force Base,
Nevada, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0020) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson and Dr. Joe de los Reyes at the International College of
Surgeons conference held at the Flamingo Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada, 1967
November 21 (0310_0021) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson signing a proclamation for the Western Shrine Association,
surrounded by Ken Saxton, Fred Atiyeh, Dick Land, and Walter Martini,
approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0022) (view online)

folder
01

Groundbreaking for the Senior Citizens Center, including Oran K. Gragson,
Ron Lurie, and Aaron Williams, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0023) (view
online)

folder
01

Groundbreaking ceremony for the Pioneer Citizens Bank, Las Vegas, Nevada,
undated (0310_0024) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson, U.S. Senator from Alaska Mike Gravel, and John H. Meier,
1969 April 13 (0310_0025) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson and his wife Bonnie at dinner at the Frontier Hotel and
Casino with John Meier, John Meier's wife, and U.S. Senator Mike Gravel from
Alaska, 1969 April 13 (0310_0026) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson and his wife Bonnie at dinner at the Frontier Hotel and
Casino with John Meier, John Meier's wife, and U.S. Senator Mike Gravel from
Alaska, 1969 April 13 (0310_0027) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson and his wife Bonnie attending the inauguration of President
Ronald Reagan, 1981 January 20 (0310_0028) (view online)

folder
01

Oran K. Gragson and other attendees, including U.S. Senator Howard Cannon
and U.S. Senator Alan Bible, at the International Exposition of Flight and
General Aviation Conference, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0029) (view
online)

folder
01
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Oran K. Gragson and U.S. Senator Alan Bible and other attendees of the
International Exposition of Flight and General Aviation Conference,
approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0030) (view online)

folder
01

Nevada Governor Paul Laxalt and Oran K. Gragson at an event,
approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0031) (view online)

folder
01

Bill Briare, Oran K. Gragson, and others holding framed prints,
approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0032) (view online)

folder
01

U.S. Senator Howard Cannon, Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey, U.S.
Senator Alan Bible, and others sit below a portrait of George Washington;
autographed by Hubert H. Humphrey, 1967 (0310_0033) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson, Nevada Governor Grant Sawyer, and another person at an
event, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0034) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson and Vice President Spiro Agnew at the White House, 1972
October 20 (0310_0035) (view online)

folder
02

U.S. Senator Howard Cannon and Oran K. Gragson and another person at an
event, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0036) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson greets Lawrence Welk as Welk deplanes after a TWA flight,
approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0037) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson greets Lawrence Welk as Welk deplanes after a TWA flight,
approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0038) (view online)

folder
02

Arthur Godfrey, Oran K. Gragson, and others in front of a small plane,
approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0039) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson attending the International Exposition of Flight and General
Aviation Conference with Arthur Godfrey and others, approximately
1960-1969 (0310_0040) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson, Bonnie Gragson, and Gene Kelly at an event, approximately
1960-1969 (0310_0041) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson addressing the general session at the pre-telethon
production meeting for the Jerry Lewis Muscular Dystrophy Telethon at the
Sahara Hotel and Casino, 1974 (0310_0042) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson and Earl Wilson, with Gragson holding a copy of Wilson's
book "The Show Business Nobody Knows", 1971 (0310_0043) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson assists Sammy Davis Jr. in cutting the ribbon for the Las
Vegas Pageant of Progress as pageant contests look on, approximately
1960-1969 (0310_0044) (view online)

folder
02

Wayne Newton and Oran K. Gragson, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0045)
(view online)

folder
02

Wayne Newton and Oran K. Gragson, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0046)
(view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson giving a key to the city to actor James Garner, Las Vegas,
Nevada, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0047) (view online)

folder
02
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Oran K. Gragson, Bonnie Gragson, Sylvia Weinstein Sullivan, and Ed Sullivan
at an event, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0048) (view online)

folder
02

Oran K. Gragson, Bonnie Gragson, Sylvia Weinstein Sullivan, and Ed Sullivan
at an event, approximately 1960-1969 (0310_0049) (view online)

folder
02

Postcard: Nevada Governor Paul Laxalt, 1966 (0310_0050) (view online) folder
02

Postcard: Nevada Governor Paul Laxalt, 1966 (0310_0051) (view online) folder
02

Peggy Lee singing, 1967 (0310_0052) (view online) folder
02

Bob Hope, 1967 (0310_0053) (view online) folder
02

Negative: Oran K. Gragson at an event, 1963 April 16 (0310_0054) (view
online)

box
SH-032

Negative: Oran K. Gragson in his office at City Hall, 1961 December 21
(0310_0055) (view online)

box
SH-032

Negative: Oran K. Gragson in his office at City Hall, 1961 December 21
(0310_0056) (view online)

box
SH-032

Negative: Oran K. Gragson and another person in his office at City Hall, 1961
December 21 (0310_0057) (view online)

box
SH-032

Aerial view of the area projected for the building of the Madison School, 1957
(0310_0058) (view online)

box
SH-032

Shack house in West Las Vegas, located between Van Buren Avenue and the
North Project Boundary, and H and J Streets, Las Vegas, Nevada, 1957 October
(0310_0059) (view online)

folder
02

House in West Las Vegas adjacent to the North Project Boundary, 1957
October (0310_0060) (view online)

folder
02

Shack in West Las Vegas on Van Buren Avenue, 1957 October (0310_0061)
(view online)

folder
02

West Las Vegas shack on H Street, Las Vegas, Nevada, 1957 October
(0310_0062) (view online)

folder
02

Shack house in West Las Vegas, located on H Street, 1957 October (0310_0063)
(view online)

folder
02

House on H Street, 1957 October (0310_0064) (view online) folder
02
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