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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Pittman, Ida Brewington, 1893-1984
Contributor: Brewington, Ann E., 1889-1993
Contributor: Pittman, Vail, 1883-1964

Title: Ida Brewington Pittman Photographs
ID: PH-00289

Date [inclusive]: 1896-1976
Physical

Description:
1.3 Linear Feet (5 hanging folders and 1 flat file) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Ida Brewington Pittman Photographs contain photographs of
Ida Brewington Pittman and her husband, Nevada Governor Vail
Pittman, from 1896 to 1976. The photographs primarily depict
Governor Pittman at political events, parades, celebrations, and
events. The photographs include Governor Pittman meeting with
politicians like President Harry S. Truman, U.S. Senator from
Nevada Pat McCarran, Las Vegas, Nevada mayor Ernie Cragin,
California Governor Earl Warren, Utah Governor J. Bracken Lee,
Oregon Governor Earl Snell, and Wyoming Governor Lester C.
Hunt. The photographs also depict the Pittman and Brewington
families, the Governor's Mansion in Carson City, Nevada, the
Pittman home in Ely, Nevada, and the Pittmans travelling in
other countries.

Preferred Citation
Ida Brewington Pittman Photographs, 1896-1976. PH-00289. Special Collections, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note for Vail Pittman

Vail Pittman was the nineteenth governor of Nevada and served from 1945 to 1951. He was born
in Vicksburg, Mississippi in 1883. He became a successful newspaper publisher, and in 1920,
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with his wife Ida Brewington Pittman, he purchased the Ely Daily Times in Ely, Nevada. In 1924,
Pittman successfully ran for Nevada State Senate, in which he served from 1925 to 1928. He was
elected Lieutenant Governor of Nevada in 1943, and when Governor Edward P. Carville resigned
in 1945 in order to serve in the U.S. Senate, Pittman became governor of Nevada. He was reelected
as governor in 1946, but was defeated in 1950. In 1954, he unsuccessfully ran for governor again.
In 1960, he served as a member of the Democratic National Committee. Pittman died in 1964.
Sources:
Glad, Betty. Key Pittman: The Tragedy of a Senate Insider. New York City: Columbia University
Press, 2013.
"Nevada Governor Vail Montgomery Pittman." Former Governors' Bios. National Governors
Association. Accessed October 2, 2015. http://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-
bios/page_nevada/col2-content/main-content-list/title_pittman_vail.html
Gottschalk, Gertrude. "Ida Louise (Brewington) Pittman (1893 – 1984)." Nevada's First
Ladies. December 2009. Nevada Women's History Project, University of Nevada, Reno. http://
www.unr.edu/nwhp/bios/nv1st/pittman_i.html

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note for Ida Brewington Pittman

Ida Louise "Liz" Brewington was born in 1893 in Macon, Missouri. She became a music teacher,
first in Centralia, Missouri, and then Tonopah, Nevada. After marrying Vail Pittman in Reno,
Nevada in 1919, she helped him organize and publish the Ely Daily Times in Ely, Nevada. When
Pittman was away in Carson City, Nevada, Ida Pittman ran the newspaper by herself. After
Pittman's electoral defeat in 1950, Ida and Vail Pittman moved to Las Vegas, Nevada and sold the
newspaper. After her husband died, Ida Pittman traveled extensively. She died in 1984.
Sources:
Glad, Betty. Key Pittman: The Tragedy of a Senate Insider. New York City: Columbia University
Press, 2013.
"Nevada Governor Vail Montgomery Pittman." Former Governors' Bios. National Governors
Association. Accessed October 2, 2015. http://www.nga.org/cms/home/governors/past-governors-
bios/page_nevada/col2-content/main-content-list/title_pittman_vail.html
Gottschalk, Gertrude. "Ida Louise (Brewington) Pittman (1893 – 1984)." Nevada's First
Ladies. December 2009. Nevada Women's History Project, University of Nevada, Reno. http://
www.unr.edu/nwhp/bios/nv1st/pittman_i.html

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Scope and Contents Note

The Ida Brewington Pittman Photographs contain photographs of Ida Brewington Pittman and her
husband, Nevada Governor Vail Pittman, from 1896 to 1976. The photographs primarily depict
Governor Pittman at political events, parades, celebrations, and events. The photographs include
Governor Pittman meeting with politicians like President Harry S. Truman, U.S. Senator from
Nevada Pat McCarran, Las Vegas, Nevada mayor Ernie Cragin, California Governor Earl Warren,
Utah Governor J. Bracken Lee, Oregon Governor Earl Snell, and Wyoming Governor Lester C.
Hunt. The photographs also depict the Pittman and Brewington families, the Governor's Mansion
in Carson City, Nevada, the Pittman home in Ely, Nevada, and the Pittmans travelling in other
countries.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials remain in original order.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access
The collection is open for research.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections website for more information about reproductions and
permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were donated in 1985 by Ann Brewington; accession number 1985-77.
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Processing Note
Materials were processed by Special Collections staff. In 2015, as part of a legacy finding aid
conversion project, Lindsay Oden wrote the collection description in compliance with current
professional standards.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
Ida Brewington Pittman Papers, 1906-1977. MS-00243. Special Collections, University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Pittman Family Photographs, 1922-1989. PH-00053. Special Collections, University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Ann Pittman Brewington Collection, 1984-1987. MS-00286. Special Collections, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Key Pittman Correspondence, 1933-1940. MS-00074. Special Collections, University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• photographs
• Governors' spouses
• Politicians

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Family
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Riviera Hotel in Las Vegas, Nevada: Mabel Bishop, Frances Brewington,
Vail Pittman, Ann Brewington, Ida B. Pittman, and Mabel Bates, 1959 May
01 (0021) (view online)

folder
01

Vail Pittman, Frances Brewington, Ida B. Pittman, and others, undated
(0022) (view online)

folder
01

The Pittmans's 40th wedding anniversary: Bob Donlin, Ann Brewington,
Frances Brewington, Vail Pittman, and Ida B. Pittman, 1959 May 22 (0023)
(view online)

folder
01

Group at the Desert Inn, Las Vegas: Ann Brewington, Ida B. Pittman, Paula
Donlin, Vail Pittman, Frances Brewington, and Bob Donlin, undated (0024)
(view online)

folder
01

Thunderbird Hotel: Henry Powell Hopkins, Ida B. Pittman, and Vail
Pittman, 1962 May 23 (0025) (view online)

folder
01

Dr. George Brewington and Rose Brewington, 1953 (0001) (view online) folder
01

Frances, Ida "Liz", and Ann Brewington, 1896 (0002) (view online) folder
01

Vail Pittman and a dog, undated (0003) (view online) folder
01

Vail Pittman and others, undated (0004) (view online) folder
01

Portrait of Vail Pittman, undated (0005) (view online) folder
01

Portrait of Vail Pittman, undated (0006) (view online) folder
01

Autographed portrait of Vail Pittman, undated (0007) (view online) folder
01

Vail Pittman, undated (0008) (view online) folder
01

Vail Pittman, undated (0009) (view online) folder
01

Portrait of Vail Pittman, undated (0010) (view online) folder
01

Portrait of Vail Pittman, undated (0011) (view online) folder
01

Vail Pittman, undated (0012) (view online) folder
01

Vail Pittman, undated (0013) (view online) folder
01

Portrait of Ida Brewington Pittman, undated (0014) (view online) flat file
01

Portrait of Ida Brewington Pittman, undated (0015) (view online)
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folder
01

Portrait of Ida Brewington Pittman, undated (0016) (view online) folder
01

University of Nevada Commencement: U.S. Senator Tasker Oddie, Emily
Coffin, Ida B. Pittman, and President of UNR John O. Moseley, 1948 June 07
(0017) (view online)

folder
01

Ida B. Pittman and others, undated (0018) (view online) folder
01

"Dorothy, Bill, and Epp at christening", 1947 August 16 (0019) (view
online)

folder
01

Group at the Flamingo Hotel, Las Vegas: Vail Pittman, Mary Sherman, Ida
B. Pittman, and Charles Sherman, undated (0026) (view online)

folder
02

Frances Brewington, Bob Donlin, Paul Donlin, Ida B. Pittman, and Ann
Brewington, undated (0027) (view online)

folder
02

Vail Pittman, Ida B. Pittman, and William Pittman, 1950 (0028) (view
online)

folder
02

Vail Pittman, 1939 (0029) (view online) folder
02

Vail Pittman (right), 1939 August (0030) (view online) folder
02

Vail Pittman (right), 1939 (0031) (view online) folder
02

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman, approximately 1945-1951 (0032) (view
online)

folder
02

Ann Brewington, Vail Pittman, and Frances Brewington at the Pittman
home in Las Vegas, undated (0033) (view online)

folder
02

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman at a conference in Sacramento, California,
1948 (0034) (view online)

folder
02

Ann Brewington and Vail Pittman, undated (0035) (view online) folder
02

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman, undated (0036) (view online) folder
02

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman in Canada, 1962 (0037) (view online) folder
02

Vail Pittman, James Cashman, Sr., and another person on a hunting trip,
undated (0038) (view online)

folder
02

Vail Pittman and others, undated (0039) (view online) folder
02

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman at a wedding, undated (0040) (view
online)

folder
02

Ida B. Pittman, Ann Brewington, and others, undated (0020) (view online)
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folder
01

Parades, rodeos, and celebrations

Vail Pittman on horseback, undated (0041) (view online) folder
02

Vail Pittman riding a horse named Trigger in the Helldorado Parade in
Las Vegas, Nevada, 1946 May 23 (0042) (view online)

flat file
01

Vail Pittman riding a horse named Trigger in the Helldorado Parade in
Las Vegas, Nevada, 1946 May 23 (0043) (view online)

folder
02

Vail Pittman riding a horse in the Helldorado Parade, 1949 May (0044)
(view online)

folder
02

Helldorado celebration: Jim Cashman, Sr., Lucille Marleau, Lt. Governor
Vail Pittman, Las Vegas Mayor Ernie Cragin, and Governor E. P. Carville,
1945 (0045) (view online)

folder
02

Vail Pittman riding in the Fourth of July parade in Reno, Nevada, 1947
(0046) (view online)

folder
02

Tonopah Rodeo: Vail Pittman won best dressed "cowboy", 1947 September
20 (0047) (view online)

folder
02

Governor Vail Pittman receives a gift of western attire from James
Cashman, Sr.: Al Cahlan, Ernie Cragin, Cliff Jones, and Harry "Hap"
Hazard, 1947 May (0048) (view online)

folder
02

Tonopah Rodeo, 1947 September 20 (0049) (view online) folder
02

Governor Vail Pittman and former world's heavyweight champion Jack
Dempsey at Tonopah's birthday celebration, 1950 May (0050) (view
online)

folder
02

Governor Vail Pittman and Lt. Governor Cliff Jones at Tonopah's birthday
celebration, 1950 May (0051) (view online)

folder
03

Governor Vail Pittman, Jack Dempsey, Leonard Sachs, and others at
Tonopah's birthday celebration, 1950 May (0051a) (view online)

folder
03

Rotary Club meeting, Ely, Nevada, undated (0052) (view online) folder
03

Car with a Vail Pittman and a float from Nevada in Harry S. Truman's
inaugural parade in Washington, D.C., 1949 January 20 (0053) (view
online)

folder
03

Nevada float in the inaugural parade, 1949 January 20 (0054) (view
online)

folder
03

Nevada car in the inaugural parade, 1949 January 20 (0055) (view online) folder
03

Governor Vail Pittman receives a gift of western attire from James
Cashman, Sr.: Al Cahlan, Ernie Cragin, Cliff Jones, and Harry "Hap"
Hazard, 1947 May (0056) (view online)

folder
03
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Governor Pittman's inauguration: Alan Bible, Loucile Shields Bible, Lt.
Governor Cliff Jones, Ida B. Pittman, and Vail Pittman, 1947 March (0057)
(view online)

folder
03

Vail Pittman taking the oath of office, 1947 March (0058) (view online) folder
03

Governor Pittman's inauguration, 1947 March (0059) (view online) folder
03

Dr. George Bates, Betty Bates, Osmond Bates, Catherine Bates, Mabel Bates,
Catherine's husband, Donald Bates, and Jerry Bates, 1947 May 08 (0060) (view
online)

folder
03

Governor Vail Pittman giving a speech in which he accepts the Rona Portrait
at his inaugural ball, 1947 March 08 (0061) (view online)

folder
03

Vail Pittman posing next to a bust of his head, undated (0062) (view online) flat file
01

Governor Vail Pittman signing a document, undated (0063) (view online) folder
03

Vail Pittman portrait, approximately 1945-1951 (0064) (view online) folder
03

Governor Vail Pittman in his office, 1949 March 29 (0065) (view online) folder
03

Governor Vail Pittman working, approximately 1945-1951 (0066) (view
online)

folder
03

Governor Vail Pittman signing bills passed by the state legislature, 1949
(0067) (view online)

folder
03

Harry S. Truman campaigning for reelection in Reno, Nevada, 1948
September 22 (0068) (view online)

folder
03

President Harry S. Truman with Governor Vail Pittman and U.S. Senator Pat
McCarran, 1948 (0069) (view online)

folder
03

Harry S. Truman, Vail Pittman, and Pat McCarran in a car on the day of
Truman's speech in front of the State Building in Reno, Nevada, 1948 October
(0070) (view online)

folder
03

Governor Vail Pittman, Harry S. Truman, and Pat McCarran, 1948 September
22 (0071) (view online)

folder
03

Vail Pittman in "Black Maria" at Hawthorne, Nevada, 1947 (0072) (view
online)

folder
03

Governor Vail Pittman speaking with Navy personnel for Navy Day in
Hawthorne, Nevada, 1947 October 25 (0073) (view online)

folder
03

Navy Day at Hawthorne, Nevada: Ida B. Pittman, Governor Pittman, and
others, 1947 October 25 (0074) (view online)

folder
03

Oregon Governor Earl Snell, Idaho Lt. Governor Donald Whitehead,
Wyoming Governor Lester C. Hunt, and Nevada Governor Vail Pittman on
the U.S.S. Iowa during the Governors' Cruise, approximately 1945-1947 (0075)
(view online)

folder
03
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Governor Vail Pittman, Las Vegas Mayor Ernie Cragin, and others, undated
(0076) (view online)

folder
04

Former Governor Vail Pittman receiving the Distinguished Nevadan Award,
1960 June 06 (0077) (view online)

folder
04

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman, undated (0078) (view online) folder
04

Governor Vail Pittman conducting a tour of the Hoover Dam for Mr. and Mrs.
K. E. Jung, the three-millionth visitor to the dam, 1958 January 28 (0079) (view
online)

folder
04

Nevada Governor Vail Pittman watching Governor Hall and his frog at the
Jumping Frog of Calaveras County Contest, undated (0080) (view online)

folder
04

Governors on the U.S.S. Iowa, approximately 1945-1947 (0081) (view online) folder
04

Governor Vail Pittman and Captain J. S. Crenshaw tolling a replica Liberty
Bell, concluding dedication ceremonies, undated (0082) (view online)

folder
04

Governor Vail Pittman with U.S. Postal Service employees, undated (0083)
(view online)

folder
04

Governor Vail Pittman being served in the enlisted mess hall aboard the
U.S.S. Shangri-La en route to Honolulu, Hawaii from San Diego, California,
1946 September (0084) (view online)

folder
04

Red Cross Fund Conference, Las Vegas Air Force Base: Lawrence O. Hall, field
director; Colonel Joe L. Mason, commanding officer; Governor Vail Pittman;
Reverend Walter Bishop, 1950 (0085) (view online)

folder
04

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman and others, approximately 1947-1949 (0086)
(view online)

folder
04

Governor Vail Pittman giving an address during the Freedom Train program,
undated (0087) (view online)

folder
04

Politicians from western states: California Governor Earl Warren, Alaskan
territory Governor Ernest Gruening, California Lt. Governor Goodwin Knight,
Ford, Vail Pittman, and Robins, approximately 1947-1951 (0088) (view online)

folder
04

Governor Vail Pittman cutting the cake at the Ranch Inn banquet, Ida B.
Pittman at his side, 1946 December 21 (0089) (view online)

folder
04

Utah Governor J. Bracken Lee, Governor Vail Pittman, Margaret Draper Lee,
and Ida B. Pittman, 1949 August 14 (0090) (view online)

folder
04

Pittman homes

Easter party at the Governor's Mansion for children from the orphans'
home, 1946 April 20 (0091) (view online)

folder
04

Ida B. Pittman with children on the lawn of the Governor's Mansion, 1946
(0092) (view online)

folder
04

Governor's Mansion decorated for Christmas, 1948 December (0093) (view
online)

folder
04
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Governor's Mansion decorated for Christmas, 1949 December (0094) (view
online)

folder
04

Governor's Mansion decorated for Christmas, 1946 December (0095) (view
online)

folder
04

Governor's Mansion decorated for Christmas, 1947 December (0096) (view
online)

folder
04

Governor's Mansion, 1946 June (0097) (view online) folder
04

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman at their home in Ely, Nevada, undated
(0098) (view online)

folder
04

Pittman home, undated (0099) (view online) folder
04

Travelling

Ida B. Pittman, Vail Pittman, and others on board the R.M.S. Queen Mary,
undated (0100) (view online)

folder
04

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman on board the R.M.S. Queen Mary, undated
(0101) (view online)

folder
05

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman on board the R.M.S. Queen Mary, undated
(0102) (view online)

folder
05

Ida B. Pittman and Vail Pittman on a sightseeing boat in Stockholm,
Sweden, 1957 (0103) (view online)

folder
05

Ida B. Pittman, Vail Pittman, and others on board a boat, possibly in
Venice, Italy, undated (0104) (view online)

folder
05

Ida B. Pittman, Vail Pittman, and others on board a boat on their way to a
floating restaurant in Hong Kong, China, undated (0105) (view online)

folder
05

Cuzco, Peru, approximately 1961 (0106a) folder
05

Vail Pittman in a rickshaw in Honk Kong, approximately 1961 (0106b) folder
05

Vail Pittman and Ida B. Pittman in Bombay, India, approximately 1961
(0106c)

folder
05

Group in front of the Great Pyramid in Egypt, approximately 1961 (0106d) folder
05

Ida B. Pittman in front of the Taj Mahal, India, approximately 1961
(0106e)

folder
05

Group in front of the Taj Mahal, India, approximately 1961 (0106f) folder
05

Deer park, approximately 1961 (0106g) folder
05

Park bench, including Vail Pittman and Ida B. Pittman, approximately
1961 (0106h)

folder
05
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Group leaving for a tour of Japan, approximately 1961 (0106i) folder
05

Luncheon in Tokyo, Japan, approximately 1961 (0106j) folder
05

Tiger Balm Garden, approximately 1961 (0106k) folder
05

Restaurant in Hong Kong, approximately 1961 (0106l) folder
05

On a boat to Miyajima Island, approximately 1961 (0106m) folder
05

Vail Pittman's mausoleum, Mountain View Cemetery, Reno, undated (0107)
(view online)

folder
05

Vail Pittman's mausoleum, Mountain View Cemetery, Reno, undated (0108)
(view online)

folder
05

Unidentified woman with a dog, undated (0109) (view online) folder
05

Group of hunters including Vail Pittman, undated (0110) (view online) folder
05

Vail Pittman and others, undated (0111) (view online) folder
05

Ida B. Pittman at Margaret Draper Lee's luncheon at the Western Conference,
1949 November 07 (0112) (view online)

folder
05

Group of women, including Ida B. Pittman, standing by a pond, undated
(0113) (view online)

folder
05

Possibly the Pittman's dog, undated (0114) (view online) folder
05

John Wright and Ann Brewington on the University of Nevada, Las Vegas
campus, 1976 November (0115) (view online)

folder
05

Ann Brewington and George Hardbeck, 1976 November (0116) (view online) folder
05
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