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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Southern Nevada Historical Society
Title: Southern Nevada Historical Society Photograph Collection on

Basic Magnesium, Inc.
ID: PH-00230

Date [inclusive]: 1941-1942
Physical

Description:
0.2 Linear Feet (2 hanging folders) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Southern Nevada Historical Society Photograph Collection on
Basic Magnesium, Inc. contains photographs of the construction
of Basic Magnesium Inc.'s plants and buildings from 1941 to 1942.
The photographs primarily depict aerial views of the plant site
and various buildings, including the administration building,
tent camp, chlorination buildings, electrolysis facilities, electrical
distribution systems, and warehouses. The photographs also
depict Lake Mead and the early buildings in Henderson, Nevada.

Preferred Citation
Southern Nevada Historical Society Photograph Collection on Basic Magnesium, Inc.,
1941-1942. PH-00230. Special Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas.
Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Historical Background for Basic Magnesium, Inc.

During the Second World War, the British government was experiencing a shortage of
magnesium, which was an important component in aircraft and weapon construction. Basic
Refractories, Inc., an American company based in Ohio, had already established magnesium
mining operations in Brucite, a town in northwestern Nye County, Nevada. In June 1941, Basic
Refractories joined the British company Elektron, Limited and formed Basic Magnesium, Inc. in
order to extract more ore from Nevada and ship it to the United Kingdom.
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By the end of 1941, 82 workers were extracting and refining magnesium, and they lived in Gabbs,
Nevada. By June 1942, 325 workers were extracting ore, which was being transported to a facility
just south of Las Vegas, Nevada, which became the town of Henderson, Nevada. The site was
chosen because of its proximity to the waters of Lake Mead and the electricity produced by the
Boulder Dam.
Source:
Marschall, Peter. "Gabbs." Online Nevada Encyclopedia. December 12, 2010. http://
www.onlinenevada.org/articles/gabbs

^ Return to Table of Contents

Historical Background of the Southern Nevada Historical Society

Maryellen Vallier Sadovich, a Nevada historian educated at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas
(UNLV), and Celesta Lowe, the first director of UNLV Libraries' Special Collections, founded the
Southern Nevada Historical Society (SNHS) in the 1950s. SNHS operated unofficially until July
28, 1959 when the society was officially incorporated and recognized by the state of Nevada.
Former Nevadan governor Vail Pittman served as the first Chairman of the Board of Directors. The
society's initial goals outlined in the bylaws were to conduct historical research about Southern
Nevada, produce public lecture programs, sponsor field trips to historical and archaeological
sites, develop historical libraries, assist in the building and operation of local museums, submit
publications to history journals, and fund history scholarships.
In the early years of the SNHS, members formed a collection committee that gathered artifacts
documenting the early settlement of the area and visited archaeological sites in Southern Nevada.
The society also was integral to the campaign to have the Las Vegas Mormon Fort declared as a
state historic site and the formation of the group the Friends of the Fort in the 1980s. The SNHS
held annual banquets with guest speakers from various academic fields, published the Backtrails
newsletter that documented the society's activities, and organized many historical field trips. The
SNHS ended in the mid-1980s.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Southern Nevada Historical Society Photograph Collection on Basic Magnesium, Inc. contains
photographs of the construction of Basic Magnesium Inc.'s plants and buildings from 1941 to 1942.
The photographs primarily depict aerial views of the plant site and various buildings, including
the administration building, tent camp, chlorination buildings, electrolysis facilities, electrical
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distribution systems, and warehouses. The photographs also depict Lake Mead and the early
buildings in Henderson, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials are arranged chronologically.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Some collection material has been digitized and is available
online.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections website for more information about reproductions and
permissions to publish.

Processing Note
Materials were processed by Special Collections staff. In 2015, as part of a legacy finding aid
conversion project, Lindsay Oden wrote the collection description in compliance with current
professional standards.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
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Southern Nevada Historical Society Records, 1948-1983. MS-00205. Special Collections,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Basic Magnesium, Inc. (BMI) Records, 1933-1965. MS-00126. Special Collections, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Ernest Clary Collection, 1944. MS-00044. Special Collections, University Libraries, University of
Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
H. E. and Ruth Hazard Collection on Politics in Nevada, 1937-1977. MS-00134. Special Collections,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Dow Metals-BMI Collection, 1940s-1950s. MS-00242. Special Collections, University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
David G. Malcolm Collection, 1944-1978. MS-00252. Special Collections, University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Victor Kunkel Photograph Collection, 1892-1943. PH-00072. Special Collections, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Howard Eells Photograph Collection on Basic Magnesium, Inc., 1941-1942. PH-00154. Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Henderson Public Library Photograph Collection, 1941-1957. PH-00254. Special Collections,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Myers, Harry. Interview, February 27, 1977. OH-01359. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Darrell, Luce. Interview, September 28, 2003. OH-01156. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Ellsworth, Charlotte. Interview, March 22, 1977. OH-00534. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Dondero, Harvey N. Interview, March 2, 1973. OH-00473. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Borsack, Donald Edward. March 2, 1980. OH-00224. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Cox, Owen Earl. March 6, 1981. OH-00436. Oral History Research Center, Special Collections,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Campbell, Jesse (J. W.). February 19, 1979. OH-00327. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Coblentz, Thelma. February 17, 1980. OH-00400. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Names and Subjects

• photographs
• Mines and mineral resources
• Basic Magnesium, Inc.

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Construction of temporary administration building, 1941 September 23 (0001)
(view online)

folder
01

Aerial view of Basic Magnesium plant site shortly after excavation began,
1941 October 08 (0230_0002)

folder
01

Aerial view looking east, showing temporary rail siding and water storage
tanks south of Basic Magnesium, 1941 October 08 (0230_0003)

folder
01

Aerial view looking west, showing the temporary administration building,
1941 October 08 (0004) (view online)

folder
01

Aerial view looking north, showing plant site, temporary administration
building, temporary water tanks, and railroad siding, 1941 October 08
(0230_0005)

folder
01

Construction of temporary general storage warehouse, 1941 October 08
(0006) (view online)

folder
01

Aerial view looking southwest, showing temporary warehouses and addition
of drafting room to the temporary administration building, 1941 October 29
(0007) (view online)

folder
01

Aerial view of Basic Magnesium plant excavation site and administration
building, 1941 October 29 (0230_0008)

folder
01

Construction of electrolysis building no. 1, showing excavation, footing forms,
and reinforcing steel, 1941 November 04 (0009) (view online)

folder
01

Concrete being poured for the footing of electrolysis building no. 1, 1941
November 04 (0010) (view online)

folder
01

Aerial view of Basic Magnesium temporary administration building, 1941
November 10 (0230_0011)

folder
01

Track laying on railroad spur no. 10 from Royson, Nevada to plant site, 1941
November 21 (0012) (view online)

folder
01

Pouring and finishing concrete floor of temporary brick grinding building,
1941 November 25 (0013) (view online)

folder
01

Aerial view of construction activities at Basic Magnesium, 1941 December 01
(0230_0014)

folder
01
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Aerial view of temporary camp for Basic Magnesium construction workers
looking northeast toward Frenchman Mountain, 1941 December 08
(0230_0015)

folder
01

Aerial view looking east, showing construction progress on chlorine cell
buildings, electrolysis units, temporary brick grinding building, and railroad
spurs, 1941 December 08 (0016) (view online)

folder
01

Aerial view looking northeast toward Lake Mead, Basic Magnesium plant site,
and temporary building camp, 1941 December 08 (0230_0017)

folder
01

Machine excavation for electrical distribution tunnel, 1941 December 17
(0018) (view online)

folder
01

Forms for footings of chlorinator units in chlorination building no. 1, 1941
December 17 (0019) (view online)

folder
01

Looking northwest from spur no. 14, showing start of work on permanent
warehouse group, 1941 December 18 (0020) (view online)

folder
01

Looking northeast, showing concrete footings poured and pier reinforcing
steel in place for chlorine cell building no. 1, 1941 December 22 (0021) (view
online)

folder
01

Progress on tent platforms for temporary building camp, 1941 December 29
(0022) (view online)

folder
01

Installation of the first double spindle dry grinder in the temporary brick
grinding building, 1941 December 29 (0023) (view online)

folder
01

Pouring concrete in octagonal base of chlorination cell in cell unit no. 3, 1941
December 29 (0024) (view online)

folder
01

Aerial view of Lake Mead water intake for Basic Magnesium, 1941 December
30 (0230_0025)

folder
01

Aerial view looking northwest, showing terminal reservoir site, plant site,
and temporary boarding camp at Basic Magnesium, 1941 December 30
(0230_0026)

folder
02

Looking east, showing first stages of floor construction of electrical
distribution tunnel, 1942 January 02 (0027) (view online)

folder
02

Aerial view of Lake Mead water intake for Basic Magnesium, 1942 January 05
(0230_0028)

folder
02

Aerial view of Basic Magnesium pipeline and reservoir, 1942 January 05
(0230_0029)

folder
02

Aerial view looking southeast, showing construction of metal plant units nos.
1-10, 1942 January 05 (0030) (view online)

folder
02

Aerial view looking east, showing construction in progress, including
chlorine plant units, metal plant units, temporary brick grinding building,
and permanent warehouse group, 1942 January 05 (0031) (view online)

folder
02

Aerial view looking east, showing temporary boarding camp, 1942 January 05
(0032) (view online)

folder
02

Ditch excavation for pipeline, 1942 January 09 (0033) (view online)
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folder
02

Looking east, showing reinforced steel for floor slab of electrical distribution
tunnel, 1942 January 09 (0034) (view online)

folder
02

Excavation for footings rectifier building no. 1, 1942 January 09 (0035) (view
online)

folder
02

Crew setting stubs for tower on North Transmission near Lake Mead, 1942
January 10 (0036) (view online)

folder
02

Aerial view looking towards Lake Mead, showing type of country crossed by
the pipeline, 1942 January 13 (0037) (view online)

folder
02

Aerial view looking towards Lake Mead, showing booster pumping station
site, 1942 January 13 (0230_0038)

folder
02

Aerial view looking southeast, showing metal plant units 1, 2, and 3, 1942
January 13 (0039) (view online)

folder
02

Aerial view looking northwest, showing permanent warehouse group,
structural machine shop, and exterior wall forms, 1942 January 13 (0040)
(view online)

folder
02

Aerial view showing sewage disposal plant for temporary boarding camps,
1942 January 13 (0041) (view online)

folder
02

Reinforcing steel and electrical conduit in floor slab of rectifier building no. 1,
1942 March 28 (0042) (view online)

folder
02

Reinforcing steel and electrical conduit in floor slab of rectifier building no. 1,
1942 March 28 (0043) (view online)

folder
02

Metal plant electrolysis unit no. 1, showing steel framing and electrolysis cells
in place, 1942 March 28 (0044) (view online)

folder
02

Aerial view of Henderson, Nevada looking northwest over the Basic
Magnesium plant and Whitney Mesa showing houses under construction,
1942 March 31 (0230_0045)

folder
02

Aerial view of Henderson and the Basic Magnesium plant showing the
terminal reservoir, demountable housing, and temporary boarding camp,
1942 March 31 (0230_0046)

folder
02

Aerial of the Basic Magnesium plant looking west over the Las Vegas Valley
toward the Spring Mountains, 1942 March 31 (0230_0047)

folder
02

Aerial view of preparation plant showing magnesite silo footings in
foreground and pellet production building in background, 1942 March 31
(0048) (view online)

folder
02

Aerial view of a portion of the chlorine plant showing brine preparation
tanks, footings, steel framing of cell renewal building, chlorine electrolysis
buildings, drying, cooling, and liquefaction units between electrolysis
buildings, and temporary brick grinding building, 1942 March 31 (0049) (view
online)

folder
02

Aerial view of metal plant unit no. 1 showing rectifier unit, electrolysis unit,
and chlorination unit, 1942 March 31 (0050) (view online)

folder
02
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Metal plant unit no. 1 showing chlorination shells and steel framing for
chlorination building, 1942 April 01 (0051) (view online)

folder
02

Electrolysis unit nos. 1, 2, and 3, and chlorinate shells, 1942 April 01 (0052)
(view online)

folder
02

North side of chlorination building no. 1 showing steel erection equipment
and wash towers, 1942 April 01 (0053) (view online)

folder
02

Chlorine brine preparation tanks under construction, 1942 April 01 (0054)
(view online)

folder
02

Storage tanks, possibly for chlorine, approximately 1941-1942 (0055) (view
online)

folder
02
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