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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Las Vegas Sun
Title: Las Vegas Sun Photographs

ID: PH-00051
Date [inclusive]: 1948-1989

Physical
Description:

1.5 Linear Feet (5 hanging folders, 1 flat file, and 1 shared box of
negatives) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Las Vegas Sun Photographs depict significant events
in Las Vegas, Nevada from 1948 to 1989 that were covered
by the newspaper. The photographs partially document the
gubernatorial, senatorial, mid-term, and local elections in
Nevada in 1982. The photographs also include protests by
African Americans for better wages and renters for fair housing
practices, McCarran Airport, protests against the Nevada Test
Site, the Las Vegas Strip and downtown Las Vegas, hotels and
casinos, political events, parades, dedications of buildings, and
aerial photographs of the city. The photographs also depict
politicians during campaign events and fundraisers, including
President Ronald Reagan; U.S. Senators Howard Cannon, Pat
McCarran, Chic Hecht, Paul Laxalt, and Harry Reid; Nevada
governors Mike O'Callaghan and Robert List; and Lieutenant
Governor Bob Cashell.

Preferred Citation
Las Vegas Sun Photographs, 1948-1989. PH-00051. Special Collections, University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Historical Background

The Las Vegas Sun is Las Vegas, Nevada's second-longest running newspaper (behind the Las
Vegas Review-Journal). The International Typographical Union founded the Sun in May 1950 as
the Las Vegas Free Press, an event which was precipitated by the Review-Journal's lockout of the
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typesetters who had tried to unionize. Hank Greenspun, the publicity director at the Desert Inn,
was an early patron of the paper, and he purchased it in July 1950 and renamed it the Las Vegas
Sun. Greenspun remained publisher and editor until his death in 1989.
The Sun, led by Greenspun's front page column, infamously attacked the Las Vegas gaming
industry and entrenched politicians, including U.S. Senators Pat McCarran and Joseph McCarthy.
Greenspun won a federal settlement against McCarran and the casino owners after an advertising
boycott in 1952. Bolstered by its more irreverent stories, the Sun almost caught up to the Review-
Journal in the early 1960s, but a fire destroyed its building, forcing Greenspun to publish from Los
Angeles, California until a new plant could be built.
The Sun never matched the circulation of the Review-Journal, and before his death in 1989,
Greenspun approved his family's negotiation of a Joint Operating Agreement that allowed the Sun
to stay editorially independent while circulation and advertising were handed over to the Review-
Journal. After circulation continued to decline, the two papers altered the agreement in 2005 so
that the Sun would be published daily inside the Review-Journal.
Source:
Green, Michael. "Las Vegas Sun." Online Nevada Encyclopedia. August 2, 2011. http://
www.onlinenevada.org/articles/las-vegas-sun

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Las Vegas Sun Photographs depict significant events in Las Vegas, Nevada from 1948 to 1989
that were covered by the newspaper. The photographs partially document the gubernatorial,
senatorial, mid-term, and local elections in Nevada in 1982. The photographs also include protests
by African Americans for better wages and renters for fair housing practices, McCarran Airport,
protests against the Nevada Test Site, the Las Vegas Strip and downtown Las Vegas, hotels and
casinos, political events, parades, dedications of buildings, and aerial photographs of the city. The
photographs also depict politicians during campaign events and fundraisers, including President
Ronald Reagan; U.S. Senators Howard Cannon, Pat McCarran, Chic Hecht, Paul Laxalt, and Harry
Reid; Nevada governors Mike O'Callaghan and Robert List; and Lieutenant Governor Bob Cashell.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials remain in original order.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Some collection material has been digitized and is available
online.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections website for more information about reproductions and
permissions to publish.

Processing Note
Materials were processed by Special Collections staff. In 2015, as part of a legacy finding aid
conversion project, Lindsay Oden wrote the collection description in compliance with current
professional standards.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
Ann Valder Collection, 1950-1983. MS-00319. Special Collections, University Libraries, University
of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Ruthe Deskin Papers, 1950-2004. MS-00357. Special Collections, University Libraries, University
of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Askew, Dennis Lee. Interview, August 28, 2015. OH-02464. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Smith, Judy. Interview, November 22, 2008. OH-01719. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Diglis, Joseph. Interview, March 1, 1980. OH-00460. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Armstrong, Bren. Interview, October 19, 1974. OH-00045. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Politicians
• Political campaigns
• Governors -- Election
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Strip (Las Vegas, Nev.)
• Helldorado Parade (Las Vegas, Nev.)
• Casinos
• Hotels
• Antinuclear movement
• Strikes and lockouts
• Clark County Community College
• University of Nevada, Las Vegas

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Parade down Fremont Street, possibly Helldorado Parade, undated (0001) folder
01

Tina Hess and pony "Sparky" at the Helldorado Parade, her badge reads
"Kangaroo Court Police", approximately 1970-1971 (0002)

folder
01

Uncle Sam on stilts and other parade participant, captioned "The Long and
Short", undated (0003)

folder
01

Memorial event commemorating the last Union Pacific passenger train
through Las Vegas; members of the Southern Nevada Historical Society:
Maryellen Sadovich, K. O. Knudson, Glen Taylor, and Warren Neustrom, 1971
April 30 (0004)

folder
01

Demolition of the MacDonald Hotel on Las Vegas Boulevard, 1982 March 16
(0051_0005)

folder
01

Demolition of the Friendly Club at 1st & Fremont Streets to make way for a
new addition to the Golden Nugget, 1983 November 11 (0006)

folder
01

Demolition of the Friendly Club, 1983 November 11 (0007)
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folder
01

Demolition of the Friendly Club, 1983 November 11 (0008) folder
01

Demolition of the Friendly Club, 1983 November 11 (0009) folder
01

March for better jobs for African Americans: Otis Harris and Reverend I. W.
Wilson, president of the Ministers' Alliance of Nevada, undated (0010)

folder
01

Dedication of the Motorcycle Training course at Clark County Community
College (CCCC): Val Garner, Head of Community Services at CCCC; Raymond
Switzer, North Las Vegas City manager; Dr. Jerry Young, Dean of Educational
Services; Dr. Judith Eaton, President, CCCC; Ray Daines, Mayor of North Las
Vegas; Gary Rainey, North Las Vegas Police Department, 1981 March (0011)

folder
01

Day Dream Ranch, Las Vegas, Nevada, 1982 June (0012) folder
01

Protest against nuclear weapons at the Nevada Test Site, 1982 April (0013) folder
01

Protest against nuclear weapons at the Nevada Test Site, 1982 April (0014) folder
01

Myram Borders of United Press International at the Nevada Test Site, 1982
August (0015)

folder
01

Dedication of a new courtroom at Clark County Courthouse: District Judge
Charles Thompson and Supreme Court Judge Al Gunderson, 1982 December
(0016)

folder
01

Secret witness donation: Secret Witness coordinator Nage Palmer, Leona
Cummings, Charlotte Kelly, Marg Perrin, Curtis Park, and Sheriff John
McCarthy, undated (0017)

folder
01

Corrections officer Melnee Chamberlain, 1981 March 06 (0018) folder
01

Weapons made by prisoners, 1981 March 06 (0019) folder
01

Shirt with copy of a check written to Nevada Power, undated (0020) folder
01

Front of an artistic architectural structure, undated (0021) folder
01

Hydro tube water slide near Clark County Community College, North Las
Vegas, 1982 July 21 (0022)

folder
01

Hydro tube water slide near Clark County Community College, North Las
Vegas, 1982 July 21 (0023)

folder
01

Hydro tube water slide near Clark County Community College, North Las
Vegas, 1982 July 21 (0024)

folder
01

University of Nevada, Las Vegas mascot, undated (0025)
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folder
01

Intersection of Oakey and Jones known as Dead Man's Corner, 1982 July 13
(0026)

folder
01

Intersection of Las Vegas Boulevard and Flamingo Road, approximately 1983
(0027)

folder
02

Front entrance and porte-cochère at the Sands Hotel, Las Vegas,
approximately 1980-1982 (0051_0028)

folder
02

Hughes Executive Airport Lounge, approximately 1983 (0029) folder
02

Striker from the Projectionists Union, undated (0030) folder
02

Christmas decorations, Broadway Mall Shopping Center, undated (0031) folder
02

Clark County Registrar of Voters office, approximately 1982 (0032) folder
02

Metropolitan Police Department dispatch center, undated (0033) folder
02

Civil Defense Rescue Net, undated (0034) folder
02

Modernization of McCarran Airport, 1983 (0035) folder
02

Dusty Mac at McCarran Airport, undated (0036) folder
02

Artist in front of artwork, undated (0037) folder
02

Aircraft on tarmac, undated (0038) folder
02

Smoke from Spring Mountain fire, 1982 July 22 (0039) folder
02

Hilton Hotel elevator looking toward Sahara Hotel, 1982 (0040) flat file
06

Stardust Racebook, 1982 (0041) flat file
06

Winter Consumer Electronics Show, 1983 January (0042) flat file
06

Negative: Installation of fireworks at Union Plaza Hotel, downtown Las
Vegas, 1983 (0043)

box
SH-019

Aerial view of Caesars Palace arena, approximately 1977-1979 (0051_0044) folder
02

Union Plaza Hotel, undated (0045)
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folder
02

Amtrak station and Las Vegas Club, undated (0046) folder
02

Canoeing on the Colorado River by the Hoover Dam, undated (0047) folder
02

Golden Nugget, 1982 June (0048) folder
02

Golden Nugget marquee, 1983 (0049) folder
02

Belt buckle of Fremont Street, including the Golden Nugget and Fremont
Coin, undated (0050)

folder
02

Groundbreaking ceremony at the Silver State Disposal Pollution Control &
Recovery Transfer Facility Station, including Tom Isola, 1981 October (0051)

folder
02

Demonstration for renters' protection, 1982 June (0052) folder
02

Parade on Fremont Street to honor Martin Luther King, Jr.'s birthday, 1983
January 15 (0053)

folder
03

Relocation of Will Beckley House, undated (0054) folder
03

Relocation of Will Beckley House, undated (0055) folder
03

Memorial Day: Vietnam Veterans Memorial dedicated to the men of Las
Vegas who were killed in Vietnam, 1983 May (0056)

folder
03

Mt. Charleston petition, undated (0057) folder
03

Protest in support of tax protestor Ken Causey, undated (0058) folder
03

Replica of the pouring of the Hoover Dam, undated (0059) folder
03

Shamrock Brothel, Lathrop, Nye County, Nevada, undated (0060) folder
03

U.S. Senator Paul Laxalt, President Ronald Reagan, U.S. Senate candidate Chic
Hecht, Congressional candidate Peggy Cavanor, and Congressional candidate
Barbara Vucanovich, 1982 (0061)

folder
03

Frank Fahrenkof, Governor Robert List, President Ronald Reagan, Chic Hecht,
Attorney General candidate Brian Mc Kay, Belie Williams, probably during
the congressional and gubernatorial campaign, 1982 (0062)

folder
03

U.S. Congressman Jim Santini at Clark County Community College, 1982
January 15 (0063)

folder
03

U.S. Senator Howard Cannon after winning the primary election, 1982
September 15 (0064)

folder
03
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Press conference after the primary election, 1982 September 15 (0065) folder
03

Debate between gubernatorial candidates Richard Bryan and Governor
Robert List, 1982 October 15 (0066)

folder
03

Monique Bray, Governor Mike O'Callaghan, and Jerry Allen attending a
benefit for Opportunity Village, 1982 May (0067)

folder
03

Clark County Commissioner Manny Cortez, 1980 September 16 (0068) folder
03

Hank Greenspun, Barbara Greenspun, Barbara Sinatra, and Frank Sinatra,
undated (0069)

folder
03

Governor Mike O'Callaghan and Nancy Austin, undated (0070) folder
03

Governor Robert List and Edith Barcus at the Nevada State Museum and
Historical Society at Lorenzi Park, 1982 October 30 (0071)

folder
03

Ron Lurie and Guardian Angels, 1982 July 23 (0072) folder
03

Governor Mike O'Callaghan accepts check from Joe Donato, Grand Knight of
the Las Vegas Council of Knights of Columbus, 1982 July 18 (0073)

folder
03

Mel Exber and Benny Binion at a ceremony honoring Binion by the National
Jewish Hospital & Research Center, 1982 December 01 (0074)

folder
03

Albert Dunn giving a speech, 1982 July 23 (0075) folder
03

Dr. William J. Pearson, General Dentistry, 1982 (0076) folder
03

Richard Bryan during his gubernatorial campaign, 1982 (0077) folder
03

Sheriff candidate John Moran and Sheriff John McCarthy debate, 1982 (0078) folder
03

Chic Hecht after defeating Howard Cannon for U.S. Senate, 1982 November
(0079)

folder
04

President Ronald Reagan and U.S. Senator Paul Laxalt visit Las Vegas,
Nevada, 1982 November (0080)

folder
04

University of Nevada, Las Vegas men's basketball coach Jerry Tarkanian,
undated (0081)

folder
04

Harvey Dondero and Ruthe Deskin at the Las Vegas Sun Youth Forum, 1982
(0051_0082)

folder
04

R. L. Love, North Las Vegas Chamber of Commerce, undated (0083) folder
04

Belmont, Kathy List, Governor Robert List, and Jerry Mack at Valley Bank,
undated (0084)

folder
04
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Sam Boyd, owner of Sam's Town Hotel & Gambling Hall, accepts the National
Conference of Christians and Jews Citizen of the Year Award; U.S. Senator
Howard Cannon presents the award, 1982 January (0085)

folder
04

State Senator Rick Blakemore, 1983 (0086) folder
04

Harry Reid and Richard Bryan, 1982 (0087) folder
04

Harriet Trudell and Harry Reid, 1982 (0088) folder
04

Ed Kovacs sworn in for legislative office by District Judge Addeliar "Del" Guy
near Kovacs' hospital bed; Carrie Kovacs, Robert Kovacs, Tim Kovacs, and
Joan Kovacs, 1983 January (0089)

folder
04

Jerry Lewis leaving hospital after heart surgery, 1983 January (0090) folder
04

Jimmy Conners after winning the Caesars Palace Alan King Tennis Classic,
1983 (0091)

folder
04

Harry Reid, Landra Gould, and two unidentified individuals (identified from
left to right), undated (0051_0092)

folder
04

Landra Gould, Harry Reid, and two unidentified individuals (identified from
left to right), undated (0051_0093)

folder
04

Frank Sinatra, Caesars Palace Executive Harry Wald, and U.S. Senator Paul
Laxalt, undated (0094)

folder
04

Vice President George H. W. Bush, approximately 1981-1989 (0095) folder
04

Lt. Governor Bob Cashell, approximately 1983-1987 (0096) folder
04

George Franklin, undated (0097) folder
04

Clark County District Court judges: Don Mosley, Earle White, Miriam
Sheering, and Addeliar Guy, 1983 (0098)

folder
04

Zel and Mary Lowman, undated (0099) folder
04

City Commissioners Al Levy and Ron Lurie, undated (0100) folder
04

Bev Carlino and Herman Van Betten, Friends of the Library, undated (0101) folder
04

Harvey Hyde at Rebel Park, undated (0102) folder
04

Nevada Test Site, 1982 August (0103) folder
04

Bobby Baldwin gambling, undated (0104)
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folder
04

Negative: Texaco Station on Main Street, approximately 1929-1933 (0105) box
SH-019

Negative: area near intersection of 13th and Charleston, 1948 (0106) box
SH-019

Aerial view of Nevada Southern University, 1965 (0107) folder
05

Aerial view of Nevada Southern University, 1967 (0108) folder
05

Aerial view of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, 1978 (0109) folder
05

Aerial view of McCarran Field, 1962 (0110) folder
05

Aerial view of racetrack near the Las Vegas Country Club, 1964 (0111) folder
05

Aerial view of the Kings Crown Tallyho, 1964 January 03 (0112) folder
05

Aerial view of the Kings Crown Tallyho, 1964 (0113) folder
05

Aerial view of Twin Lakes and Lorenzi Park, 1965 (0114) folder
05

Aerial view of Twin Lakes and Lorenzi Park, 1965 (0051_0115) folder
05

Aerial view of the Las Vegas Strip, 1981 November 01 (0051_0116) folder
05

Aerial view of Washington and Decatur Streets, 1964 (0117) folder
05

Brian Greenspun, Shimon Peres, and Hank Greenspun at the Dunes Hotel,
1983 December 11 (0118)

folder
05
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