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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Dokter, Betty Ham, 1922-1990
Creator: Ham, Artemus W., Sr., 1892-1970

Title: Betty Ham Dokter Photograph Collection
ID: PH-00012

Date [inclusive]: approximately 1850-1976
Physical

Description:
1.5 Linear Feet (6 hanging folders, 1 flat files, 1 shared box of
negatives, 1 binder of slides) 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Betty Ham Dokter Photographs depict the Ham Family from
1850 to 1976. The materials include photographs of the family
after they moved to Las Vegas, Nevada in 1916 and document the
early growth of the city. The materials also include photographs
of the Colorado River, the Hoover (Boulder) Dam site before
and after its construction, dinner parties, family photographs,
and citizens of the Las Vegas area. The materials also include
photographs of Alta Mereness Ham, Betty Ham Dokter's mother,
on the set of the film Water.

Preferred Citation
Betty Ham Dokter Photograph Collection, 1850-1976. PH-00012. Special Collections, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Artemus W. "Art" Ham, Sr. (1892-1970) and Alta Mereness Ham (1896-1974) married in 1915 in
Los Angeles, California. The couple moved to Las Vegas, Nevada in 1916. Artemus W. Ham worked
as an attorney and specialized in mining law when they first moved to Southern Nevada. They
had three children in Las Vegas; Artemus W. Ham, Jr. in 1920, Betty Katherine Ham in 1922, and
Robert Ham in 1927. The Ham family lived at 1000 Sixth Street in Las Vegas.
From 1924 to 1928, Ham served as the Las Vegas City Attorney. In the 1930s and 1940s, he became
well-known as a divorce attorney for Hollywood celebrities seeking Nevada divorces. He and his
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wife, Alta, were very active in the Las Vegas community. She was a cofounder of the Mesquite
Club, and Artemus W. Ham, Sr. was one of the founding members of the Las Vegas Chamber of
Commerce. They were also strong supporters of the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV).
Artemus W. Ham Sr. passed away on May 25, 1970 and Alta Ham passed away on April 23, 1974.
Artemus W. Ham, Jr. (1920-1991) joined his father's law practice and later went into real estate. He
continued the family tradition of philanthropy. Betty Katherine Ham Dokter (1922-1990) married
Derald Dokter on February 23, 1942. She lived her entire life in Las Vegas. She passed away on
May 11, 1990. Robert C. Ham (1927-1987) lived in Las Vegas, and passed away in 1987.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Betty Ham Dokter Photographs depict the Ham Family from 1850 to 1976. The materials
include photographs of the family after they moved to Las Vegas, Nevada in 1916 and document
the early growth of the city. The materials also include photographs of the Colorado River, the
Hoover (Boulder) Dam site before and after its construction, dinner parties, family photographs,
and citizens of the Las Vegas area. The materials also include photographs of Alta Mereness Ham,
Betty Ham Dokter's mother, on the set of the film Water.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials are roughly arranged by subject.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Some collection material has been digitized and is available
online.
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Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections website for more information about reproductions and
permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were donated in 1976, 1978, and 1979 by Betty Ham Dokter; accession numbers
1976-93, -31, 1978-39.

Processing Note
Materials were processed by Special Collections staff. In 2015, as part of a legacy finding aid
conversion project, Lindsay Oden wrote the collection description in compliance with current
professional standards.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
Artemus W. Ham Family Papers, 1859-1971. MS-00056. Special Collections, University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
Betty Dokter. Interview, February 27, 1977. OH-00471. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• photographs
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Hoover Dam (Ariz. and Nev.)
• Ham, Artemus W., Jr., 1920-1991
• Ham, Alta Mereness, 1896-1974
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Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Party at the Mesquite Club, Las Vegas, 1930-1939 (0012_0001) (view online) flat file
06

Eighth grade class, Las Vegas, 1934 (0012_0002) (view online) folder
01

Ham Family houses

House at 318 E. Carson Street, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0003) (view
online)

folder
01

Corner of 6th and Charleston Street, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0004) (view
online)

folder
01

Art Ham Sr.'s house, undated (0012_0005) (view online) folder
01

East-north exposure of house post construction, Las Vegas, undated
(0012_0006) (view online)

folder
01

East-north exposure of house with sod, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0007)
(view online)

folder
01

East-north exposure of house with snow, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0008)
(view online)

folder
01

East-north exposure of house with children Betty and Robert building a
snowman, Las Vegas, 1938 February 03 (0012_0009) (view online)

folder
01

East-north exposure of house, Las Vegas, 1947 (0012_0010) (view online) folder
01

Eastern exposure of house, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0011) (view online) folder
01

Northern exposure of house, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0012) (view
online)

folder
01

Art and Alta Ham at northern gate by garage, Las Vegas, undated
(0012_0013) (view online)

folder
01

Eastern exposure of house facing front door, Las Vegas, undated
(0012_0014) (view online)

folder
01

Eastern exposure of the Ham home, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0015) (view
online)

folder
01

Eastern exposure of the Ham home, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0016) (view
online)

folder
01

Front door, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0017) (view online) folder
01

East-north exposures, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0018) (view online)
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folder
01

House, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0019) (view online) folder
01

Backyard play equipment, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0020) (view online) folder
01

Dokter children on swings, Las Vegas, 1947 November (0012_0021) (view
online)

folder
01

Demolition of the house, Las Vegas, 1976 (0012_0022) (view online) folder
01

Principals in Bonanza Airlines, undated (0012_0023) (view online) folder
01

Principals in Bonanza Airlines, undated (0012_0024) (view online) folder
01

Golden Nugget Board of directors, Las Vegas, 1946-1959 (0012_0025) (view
online)

folder
01

Exalted Rulers, Elks, Nevada, 1937 (0012_0026) (view online) folder
02

Frontier Club neon sign at night, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0027) (view
online)

folder
02

Hotel Last Frontier sign at night, 1935-1950 (0012_0028) (view online) folder
02

Fremont Street at night, undated (0012_0029) (view online) folder
02

Helldorado Days Parade

Kangaroo Court assembly, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0030) (view online) folder
02

Kangaroo Court session, Las Vegas, 1963 (0012_0031) (view online) folder
02

Group in Helldorado garb at Apache Hotel, Las Vegas, 1934-1950
(0012_0032) (view online)

folder
02

Group in Helldorado garb at Apache Hotel, Las Vegas, 1934-1950
(0012_0033) (view online)

folder
02

Group in Helldorado garb at Apache Hotel, Las Vegas, 1934-1950
(0012_0034) (view online)

folder
02

Scene from film "Water"

Actor and horse from the movie "Water," Las Vegas, 1929 (0012_0035)
(view online)

folder
02

Alta Ham and horse, Las Vegas, 1929 (0012_0036) (view online) folder
02

Alta Ham and movie director, 1929 (0012_0037) (view online)
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folder
02

Alta Ham and another person with horses near Colorado River, 1929
(0012_0038) (view online)

folder
02

Alta Ham and another person with horses near Colorado River, 1929
(0012_0039) (view online)

folder
02

Alta Ham and another person with horses near Colorado River, 1929
(0012_0040) (view online)

folder
02

Alta Ham and Dr. Roy Martin, Las Vegas, 1929 (0012_0041) (view online) folder
02

Alta Ham and others on a movie set near Colorado River, 1929
(0012_0042) (view online)

folder
02

Harley Harmon, Dr. Roy Martin, Fred Hesse, and others, Las Vegas, 1929
(0012_0043) (view online)

folder
02

Alta Ham and Whitney Family, 1929 (0012_0044) (view online) folder
02

Whitney Family, Las Vegas, 1929 (0012_0045) (view online) folder
02

Person overlooking Colorado River in Black Canyon, 1929 (0046) folder
02

Alta Ham and an actor, Colorado River, 1929 (0012_0047) (view online) folder
02

Alta Ham and an actor, Lost City, 1929 (0012_0048) (view online) folder
02

Alta Ham and an actor, Lost City, 1929 (0012_0049) (view online) folder
02

Three men at Kiel Ranch, 1929 (0012_0050) (view online) folder
02

Prospector and loaded burro, 1929 (0012_0051) (view online) folder
03

Colorado River and Hoover (Boulder) Dam

Colorado River, undated (0052) folder
03

Prayer dedication at Boulder (Hoover) Dam, 1929 (0053) flat file
06

Prayer dedication at Boulder (Hoover) Dam, 1929 (0012_0054) (view
online)

folder
03

Alta Ham on the deck of the Golden Nugget boat, Las Vegas, undated
(0012_0055) (view online)

folder
03

Postcard: Riverside Hotel and Truckee River, Reno, Nevada, undated
(0012_0056) (view online)

folder
03
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Postcard: Riverside Hotel and Truckee River painting by Ferdinand
Burgdorff, Reno, Nevada, undated (0012_0057) (view online)

folder
03

Ham Family

Postcard: daughter and son of H. W. Cross, Las Vegas, undated
(0012_0058) (view online)

folder
03

Postcard: Hannah Lucile Cross, 1920 (0012_0059) (view online) folder
03

Carte de visite of Sophia Weinman Feldman, undated (0012_0060) (view
online)

folder
03

Carte de visite of John Feldman, undated (0012_0061) (view online) folder
03

Tintype: Elmer Nelson Ham and friend, undated (0012_0062) (view online) folder
03

Elmer Nelson Ham and friend outside tent cabin, undated (0012_0063)
(view online)

flat file
06

Elmer Nelson ham and Bertha Katherine Feldman Ham, undated
(0012_0064) (view online)

folder
03

Feldman home in Los Angeles, California, undated (0012_0065) (view
online)

folder
03

Elmer Nelson Ham, Las Vegas, 1949 April 03 (0012_0066) (view online) folder
03

Carte de visite of Artemus W. Ham, Sr., 1892 (0012_0067) (view online) folder
03

A. W. Ham graduating class, Los Angeles, 1911 (0012_0068) (view online) flat file
06

A. W. Ham in graduation cap and gown, Ann Arbor Law School, 1912-1920
(0012_0069) (view online)

folder
03

A. W. portrait as a young man, undated (0012_0070) (view online) folder
03

A. W. Ham Sr. in law office, undated (0012_0071) (view online) folder
03

A. W. Ham Sr. in law office, undated (0012_0072) (view online) folder
03

A. W. Ham dressed for Helldorado, Las Vegas, 1935 (0012_0073) (view
online)

folder
03

A. W. Ham fishing on Golden Nugget boat, undated (0012_0074) (view
online)

folder
03

A. W. Ham fishing on Golden Nugget boat, undated (0012_0075) (view
online)

folder
03

A. W. Ham, undated (0012_0076) (view online)
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folder
04

Alta Mereness Ham, Venice or Ocean Park, California, undated
(0012_0077) (view online)

folder
04

Alta Mereness Ham, undated (0012_0078) (view online) folder
04

Alta Mereness Ham, Las Vegas, 1922 (0012_0079) (view online) folder
04

Alta Mereness Ham, 1948 (0012_0080) (view online) folder
04

Alta Ham seated on sofa, Las Vegas, 1950 (0012_0081) (view online) folder
04

Alta Ham seated on sofa, 1954 (0012_0082) (view online) folder
04

Alta Ham in her library at her home, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0083)
(view online)

folder
04

Ham Family at Christmas, 1922 (0012_0084) (view online) folder
04

Art and Alta Ham playing cards, undated (0012_0085) (view online) folder
04

Alta and Art Ham, Sr., Las Vegas, 1940-1944 (0012_0086) (view online) folder
04

Artemus W. Ham, Jr. as a child, 1920-1924 (0012_0087) (view online) folder
04

Betty Ham, 1923-1927 (0012_0088) (view online) folder
04

Robert Ham, undated (0012_0089) (view online) folder
04

Georgie Marguerite Dokter, 1947 (0012_0090) (view online) folder
04

Gary Robert Dokter, 1947 (0012_0091) (view online) folder
04

People

Martha Anderson, undated (0012_0092) (view online) folder
04

Helen and Guy Baker, undated (0012_0093) (view online) folder
04

Emily Ball, undated (0012_0094) (view online) folder
04

Alta Beckley, undated (0012_0095) (view online)
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folder
04

Blanding Family, 1930-1939 (0012_0096) (view online) folder
04

Seely Cragin, undated (0012_0097) (view online) folder
04

Frank DeVinney and the McGriffs, undated (0012_0098) (view online) folder
04

Hallie Dimmoch, undated (0012_0099) (view online) folder
04

Lucille Earl, undated (0012_0100) (view online) folder
04

Murl Emery, 1920-1935 (0012_0101) (view online) folder
05

Maude Ferguson, undated (0012_0102) (view online) folder
05

Ruth Ferron, undated (0012_0103) (view online) folder
05

Juanita Gusewelle, undated (0012_0104) (view online) folder
05

Oliver Hardy and wife, undated (0012_0105) (view online) folder
05

Veronica Harmon, undated (0012_0106) (view online) folder
05

Carrie Heaton, undated (0012_0107) (view online) folder
05

Fred Hesse, undated (0012_0108) (view online) folder
05

Floss and Sam Lawson, undated (0012_0109) (view online) folder
05

Fred McNamee, undated (0012_0110) (view online) folder
05

Thelma and Harry Manente, undated (0012_0111) (view online) folder
05

Mrs. Marble, undated (0012_0112) (view online) folder
05

Grace Mildren, undated (0012_0113) (view online) folder
05

Grace Mildren, undated (0012_0114) (view online) folder
05

Carol and Harry Miller, undated (0012_0115) (view online)
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folder
05

O'Brien, a dentist, in uniform, undated (0012_0116) (view online) folder
05

Mary Belle and Dr. William Park, undated (0012_0117) (view online) folder
05

Nana, Bess, John, and Clyde Pembroke, undated (0012_0118) (view online) folder
05

Jack Price, undated (0012_0119) (view online) folder
05

Alice Ronnow, undated (0012_0120) (view online) folder
05

"Pop" and Delphine Squires, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0121) (view online) folder
05

Myrtle and Russell Taylor, undated (0012_0122) (view online) folder
05

Elsie Thomas, Pat, and Bill, undated (0012_0123) (view online) folder
05

Agnes Watters, undated (0012_0124) (view online) folder
05

Lottie and Ward Wengart, undated (0012_0125) (view online) folder
05

Ruby White, undated (0012_0126) (view online) folder
06

Hazel Williams, undated (0012_0127) (view online) folder
06

Bill Yates, undated (0012_0128) (view online) folder
06

Clara Breeze and Hariette Balcomb, undated (0012_0129) (view online) folder
06

Art and Alta Ham, and Lucille and Ernie Cragin, undated (0012_0130)
(view online)

folder
06

Group of women, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0131) (view online) folder
06

Children at Ladd's Resort, undated (0132) folder
06

Children at Ladd's Resort, undated (0012_0133) (view online) folder
06

Swimmers at Ladd's Resort, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0134) (view online) folder
06

Group of women, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0135) (view online)
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folder
06

Group of women, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0136) (view online) folder
06

Group of people, undated (0012_0137) (view online) folder
06

Ham Family on a camping trip, undated (0012_0138) (view online) folder
06

Wilson Ranch, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0139) (view online) folder
06

Art Ham Sr., Alta Ham, Walter Bracken, William Ferron, Anna Bracken,
Walter Bracken, and others, undated (0012_0140) (view online)

folder
06

Ma Kennedy's wedding at Black Canyon, 1932 (0012_0141) (view online) folder
06

Ma Kennedy's wedding at Black Canyon, 1932 (0012_0142) (view online) folder
06

Alta Ham, Art Ham, and others, Boulder (Hoover) Dam, Nevada: "Alta and
Art Ham helping 'Ma' and 'Pa' start life all over again at Boulder Dam,
Nevada", 1931 September 13 (0012_0143) (view online)

flat file
06

Dinner party guests at Meadows Casino, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0144)
(view online)

folder
06

Dinner party guests at the Hotel Last Frontier, Las Vegas, undated
(0012_0145) (view online)

folder
06

Dinner party guests at the Thunderbird Hotel, Las Vegas, undated
(0012_0146) (view online)

folder
06

Dinner party at Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, undated (0012_0147) (view
online)

folder
06

Alta Mereness Ham

Alta Ham, 1930-1939 (0012_0148) (view online) binder
PB-001

Alta Ham, 1930-1939 (0012_0149) (view online) binder
PB-001

Alta Ham, 1930-1939 (0012_0150) (view online) binder
PB-001

Alta Mereness Ham during courtship in Venice or Ocean Park, California,
1910-1915 (0012_0151) (view online)

binder
PB-001

Alta Mereness Ham, 1940-1949 (0012_0152) (view online) binder
PB-001

Alta Mereness Ham, 1922 (0012_0153) (view online) binder
PB-001

Alta Ham, 1950-1959 (0012_0154) (view online)
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binder
PB-001
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