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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: White, Claytee D.

Contributor: African Americans in Las Vegas: a Collaborative Oral History
Project
Title: Claytee D. White oral history interview

ID: OH-03904
Date: 2023 November 02
Physical 3 Digital Files (.457 GB) MP3

Description:
Language of the English
Material:
Abstract: Oral history interview with Claytee D. White conducted by

Stefani Evans on November 2, 2023 for the African Americans

in Las Vegas: a Collaborative Oral History Project. In this
interview, Claytee D. White, founding directory of the Oral
History Research Center at UNLV Libraries, celebrates the
twentieth anniversary of the OHRC by contributing her oral
history to the collection. She begins by explaining how the
system of sharecropping worked in her family near rural
Ahoskie, North Carolina, and she talks about the field work
involved in raising cotton, tobacco, corn, and peanuts. The fifth
of eight children and the first daughter, she shares memories

of going into town with her mother, of admiring her women
teachers, and of attending North Carolina Central College (now
University) for two years before moving to Washington, D.C.,,
and working for the telephone company. After recalling her

two years in D.C. and 22 years in Los Angeles, California, she
describes "running away" to Las Vegas, Nevada in the early
1990s. Here, at the History department at UNLV, she recalls
learning to conduct oral histories. White shares memories of her
first interviews with Hazel and Jimmy Gay and Lucille Bryant.
She talks of matriculating to the College of William and Mary

for her PhD and of returning to Bertie County to live with her
mother and administer the office of The Shaw University Center
for Alternative Programs in Education (CAPE). She describes how
she was offered the position of OHRC founding director, why it
matters that she was an "opportunity hire," and how it feels to be
the only Black person in a room.
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Preferred Citation

Claytee D. White oral history interview, 2023 November 02. OH-03904. [Cite format consulted:
Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada. http://n2t.net/
ark:/62930/f1pv2p
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Claytee D. White conducted by Stefani Evans on November 2, 2023 for
the African Americans in Las Vegas: a Collaborative Oral History Project. In this interview, Claytee
D. White, founding directory of the Oral History Research Center at UNLV Libraries, celebrates the
twentieth anniversary of the OHRC by contributing her oral history to the collection.

She begins by explaining how the system of sharecropping worked in her family near rural
Ahoskie, North Carolina, and she talks about the field work involved in raising cotton, tobacco,
corn, and peanuts. The fifth of eight children and the first daughter, she shares memories of going
into town with her mother, of admiring her women teachers, and of attending North Carolina
Central College (now University) for two years before moving to Washington, D.C., and working
for the telephone company.

After recalling her two years in D.C. and 22 years in Los Angeles, California, she describes
"running away" to Las Vegas, Nevada in the early 1990s. Here, at the History department at UNLV,
she recalls learning to conduct oral histories. White shares memories of her first interviews with
Hazel and Jimmy Gay and Lucille Bryant. She talks of matriculating to the College of William

and Mary for her PhD and of returning to Bertie County to live with her mother and administer
the office of The Shaw University Center for Alternative Programs in Education (CAPE). She
describes how she was offered the position of OHRC founding director, why it matters that she was
an "opportunity hire," and how it feels to be the only Black person in a room. She concludes by
sharing a bit about each of her siblings and the superstition around "root doctors." Digital audio
available; no transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note

Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights

Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish.

Immediate Source of Acquisition

This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Information

Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in
wrote the 2024. Sarah Jones wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for
born-digital audio files. The audio has been minimally reviewed and all readily available
information has been included in the description.
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Related Materials

Related Materials

The following resource may contain information related to the materials in this collection:

Claytee D. White oral history interview, 2014 December 01. OH-02214. [Cite format consulted:
Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada. http://n2t.net/
ark:/62930/f1k147
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Names and Subjects

* Oral histories (document genres)

 Sharecropping

« Affirmative action programs -- Nevada -- Clark County

 Los Angeles (Calif.)

 African Americans

* Oral history -- Methodology

 University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Oral History Research Center
 University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Department of History
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