
Guide to the Will Vicuna oral history
interviews
This finding aid was created by UNLV Special Collections and Archives staff. This
copy was published on July 24, 2023. Please contact special.collections@unlv.edu for
questions regarding this collection.
Persistent URL for this finding aid: http://n2t.net/ark:/62930/f1vz0h

© 2023 The Regents of the University of Nevada. All rights reserved.
  
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.
Box 457010
4505 S. Maryland Parkway
Las Vegas, Nevada 89154-7010
special.collections@unlv.edu

http://n2t.net/ark:/62930/f1vz0h
mailto:special.collections@unlv.edu


Guide to the Will Vicuna oral history interviews

Table of Contents

Summary Information   ..........................................................................................................................................    3
Scope and Contents Note   .....................................................................................................................................    4
Administrative Information  ................................................................................................................................    4
Names and Subjects    ...............................................................................................................................................   5

- Page 2 -



Guide to the Will Vicuna oral history interviews

Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Contributor: Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander
Oral History Project

Creator: Vicuna, Will
Title: Will Vicuna oral history interviews

ID: OH-03900
Date: 2023 June 26
Date: 2023 July 03

Physical
Description:

4 Digital Files (0.131 GB) MP3

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interviews with Will Vicuna conducted by Stefani
Evans on June 23 and July 3, 2023 for Reflections: the Las Vegas
Asian American and Pacific Islander Oral History Project. In
the first interview, Vicuna goes into detail about his family's
history, and his parents' life in Quezon, Philippines. When
his brother sent Will a postcard of the newly opened Hilton
Hotel and Casino, Will decided he would move to Las Vegas
as soon as he completed his psychology degree in 1970. He
concludes the first interview discussing his employment at
the Hilton and the Flamingo Hilton, his 1972 marriage, and his
1973 UNLV graduation in Hotel Administration. In the second
interview, Vicuna talks about his wife, Felicidad, who graduated
from University of Santo Tomas (UST) in Manila in Medical
Technology. He shares details about her career, and then talks
about his own career in hospitality, working in a number of Las
Vegas hotels including the Hilton and Flamingo Hilton, Palace
Station, Peppermill Mesquite, and the Golden Eagle in Pahrump.
Throughout the interviews, Vicuna discusses family reunions
in Las Vegas, shopping for Filipino food, and eating at various
restaurants around town. Digital audio available; no transcript
available.

Preferred Citation
Will Vicuna oral history interviews, 2023 June 26 and 2023 July 03. OH-03900. [Cite format
consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections
and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interviews with Will Vicuna conducted by Stefani Evans on June 23 and July 3,
2023 for Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander Oral History Project.
In the first interview, Vicuna goes into detail about his family's history, and his parents' life in
Quezon, Philippines. Vicuna disusses his father's World War II service as a medic with the United
States Armed Forces of the Far East (USAFFE), his parents meeting at the University of Santo
Tomas (UST), their 1937 marriage, and the births of their six sons (including Vicuna) between
1938 and 1950. Vicuna's oldest brother, Venido, was the first of the family to move to Las Vegas,
Nevada in 1969, after arriving first as a tourist. When he sent Will a postcard of the newly opened
Hilton Hotel and Casino, Will decided he would move to Las Vegas as soon as he completed
his psychology degree in 1970. He concludes the first interview discussing his employment at
the Hilton and the Flamingo Hilton, his 1972 marriage, and his 1973 UNLV graduation in Hotel
Administration.
In the second interview, Vicuna talks about his wife, Felicidad, who graduated from University of
Santo Tomas (UST) in Manila in Medical Technology. He shares details about her career, and her
personal journey with medical diagnosis. Vicuna then talks about his own career in hospitality,
working in a number of Las Vegas hotels including the Union Plaza, Landmark, Hilton and
Flamingo Hilton, Castaway, Aladdin, Palace Station, Peppermill Mesquite, and the Golden Eagle in
Pahrump. Throughout the interviews, Vicuna discusses family reunions in Las Vegas, shopping for
Filipino food, and eating at various restaurants around town. Digital audio available; no transcript
available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
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reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Immediate Source of Acquisition
This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Information
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2023.
Sarah Jones wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-digital audio
files.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Philippines
• Hospitality industry
• Medical personnel
• Flamingo Hilton (Las Vegas, Nev.)
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