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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Lin, Vida Chan, 1955-
Contributor: Reflections: The Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander

Oral History Project
Title: Vida Chan Lin oral history interview

ID: OH-03766
Date: 2021 May 17

Physical
Description:

4 Digital Files (0.179 GB) MP3, JPG

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with Vida Chan Lin conducted by Kristel
Peralta, Cecilia Winchell, and Vanessa Concepcion on May
17, 2021 for Reflections: The Las Vegas Asian American and
Pacific Islander Oral History Project. Vida Chan Lin discusses
her childhood growing up in San Francisco and her parents'
immigration from China to the United States through Chile.
She talks about working in her parents' Chinese restaurant
throughout her youth and her later move to Las Vegas to
assist her sister and brother-in-law. She recalls becoming an
insurance agency owner and how she worked to help the Asian
American Pacific Islander (AAPI) community after the 2008
housing crisis. Lin shares her decades-long mission to find
community within Las Vegas, joining every AAPI group the
city had to offer until later developing her own; Lin created
the Asian Community Development Council (ACDC) in 2015
and was also formerly President of the Asian Chamber of
Commerce. The ACDC was developed to provide community
support and assistance with voter registrations in Las Vegas.
Lin discusses the additional services the ACDC has undertaken
during the COVID-19 pandemic, including helping with the
census, distributing food, volunteering at vaccine clinics, and
purchasing laptops for Clark County School District students to
assist with in-home learning efforts.
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Preferred Citation
Vida Chan Lin oral history interview, 2021 May 17. OH-03766. [Cite format consulted: Audio
recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Vida Chan Lin conducted by Kristel Peralta, Cecilia Winchell, and
Vanessa Concepcion on May 17, 2021 for Reflections: The Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific
Islander Oral History Project. Vida Chan Lin discusses her childhood growing up in San Francisco
and her parents' immigration from China to the United States through Chile. She talks about
working in her parents' Chinese restaurant throughout her youth and her later move to Las Vegas
to assist her sister and brother-in-law. She recalls becoming an insurance agency owner and how
she worked to help the Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) community after the 2008 housing
crisis. Lin shares her decades-long mission to find community within Las Vegas, joining every
AAPI group the city had to offer until later developing her own; Lin created the Asian Community
Development Council (ACDC) in 2015 and was also formerly President of the Asian Chamber of
Commerce. The ACDC was developed to provide community support and assistance with voter
registrations in Las Vegas. Lin discusses the additional services the ACDC has undertaken during
the COVID-19 pandemic, including helping with the census, distributing food, volunteering at
vaccine clinics, and purchasing laptops for Clark County School District students to assist with in-
home learning efforts. Digital audio and photographs available; no transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
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reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2022.
Kelsey Mazmanyan wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-digital
audio and photograph files.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• China
• Chile
• San Francisco (Calif.)
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Chinese Americans
• Children of immigrants
• Asian American women
• Community organization
• Race identity
• Entrepreneurship
• Insurance agents
• Global Financial Crisis, 2008-2009
• Community activists -- Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Voter registration
• Citizenship
• COVID-19 Pandemic, 2020-
• Census
• Vaccination
• Mental health services
• Race discrimination
• Clark County School District (Nev.)

- Page 5-


	Title Page
	Summary Information
	Scope and Contents Note
	Administrative Information
	Controlled Access Headings

