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Summary Information
Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.
Creator: Lopez Omafia, Marvelys
Contributor: Latinx Voices of Southern Nevada Oral History Project
Title: Marvelys Lopez Omafia oral history interview

ID: OH-03717
Date: 2020 February 21
Physical 6 Digital Files (0.137 GB) MP3, JPG, PDF/A

Description:
Language of the English
Material:
Abstract: Oral history interview with Marvelys Lopez Omafia conducted

by Monserrath Hernandez and Barbara Tabach on February

21, 2020 for the Latinx Voices of Southern Nevada Oral History
Project. In this interview, Marvelys Lopez discusses her
childhood and growing up in Caracas, Venezuela, where her
father owned a toy store. She attended an all-girls Catholic
School and from a young age knew that she wanted to be a
doctor. In 1993, at the age of seventeen, she was able to study
abroad in the United States for one year and moved to Las Vegas,
Nevada. She returned to Venezuela to attend medical school

and while attending medical school she met her husband, who
was studying to be a registered nurse at the time. Lopez Omafa
recalls volunteering as a firefighter in Venezuela, and discusses
the political change that happened in Venezuela during her last
years in medical school. She moved to back Las Vegas with her
husband in 2003 and began working as a caregiver. She recounts
Her first son's birth story, and describes how she became a
Certified Professional Midwife.

Preferred Citation

Marvelys Lopez Omafia oral history interview, 2020 February 21. OH-03717. [Cite format
consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections
and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Marvelys Lopez Omafia conducted by Monserrath Hernandez and
Barbara Tabach on February 21, 2020 for the Latinx Voices of Southern Nevada Oral History
Project. In this interview, Marvelys Lopez discusses her childhood and growing up in Caracas,
Venezuela, where her father owned a toy store. She attended an all-girls Catholic School and from
a young age knew that she wanted to be a doctor. In 1993, at the age of seventeen, she was able

to study abroad in the United States for one year and moved to Las Vegas, Nevada. She returned

to Venezuela to attend medical school and while attending medical school she met her husband,
who was studying to be a registered nurse at the time. Lopez Omafia recalls volunteering as a
firefighter in Venezuela, and discusses the political change that happened in Venezuela during her
last years in medical school. She moved to back Las Vegas with her husbhand in 2003 and began
working as a caregiver. She recounts Her first son's birth story, and describes how she became a
Certified Professional Midwife and has been a part of over a thousand births. She opened Sweet
Beginnings in 2006 in order to help serve families in Southern Nevada. Digital audio and transcript
available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note

Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights

Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about

reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note

This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.
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Processing Note

Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2020.

Sarah Jones wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-digital audio
and transcript.

Bound Transcript Availability

A bound transcript is available for use in UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives. See
call number: F850.575 L67 2020.
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Names and Subjects

* Oral histories (document genres)
» Midwifery

» Venezuelans

Medical education
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