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Guide to the Dr. Ruben Acherman oral history interview

Summary Information
Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.
Creator: Acherman, Ruben J.
Contributor: Latinx Voices of Southern Nevada Oral History Project
Title: Dr. Ruben Acherman oral history interview

ID: OH-03671
Date: 2019 July 18
Physical 7 Digital Files (0.198 GB) MP3, JPG, PDF/A

Description:
Language of the English
Material:
Abstract: Oral history interview with Ruben Acherman conducted by

Monserrath Hernandez and Laurents Bafiuelos-Benitez on

July 18, 2019 for the Latinx Voices of Southern Nevada Oral
History Project. In this interview, Acherman discusses growing
up in Palmira, Colombia, where his father emigrated to from
Romania. He talks about how accepted he felt in a Catholic
community, moving to Cali, Colombia to study medicine,

and describes completing his rural residency in San Pedro,
Colombia. Acherman then recalls specializing in cardiology at
the University of Southern California (USC). Later, Acherman
explains why he chose to specialize in cardiology, his interests
in pediatric cardiology, and his inability to continue studying
due to the lack of financial stability and his immigration status.
Acherman describes his move to the Summerlin residential
community in Las Vegas, Nevada after being offered a position
to work for Dr. Bill Evans in 2001, and compares the differences
in health care between the United States and Columbia. Lastly,
Acherman discusses his first balloon dilation procedure and talks
about the illustrations he has created in cardiology textbooks.

Preferred Citation

Dr. Ruben Acherman oral history interview, 2019 July 18. OH-03671. [Cite format consulted:
Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Ruben Acherman conducted by Monserrath Hernandez and Laurents
Bafiuelos-Benitez on July 18, 2019 for the Latinx Voices of Southern Nevada Oral History Project.
In this interview, Acherman discusses growing up in Palmira, Colombia, where his father
emigrated to from Romania. He talks about how accepted he felt in a Catholic community,
moving to Cali, Colombia to study medicine, and describes completing his rural residency in

San Pedro, Colombia. Acherman then recalls specializing in cardiology at the University of
Southern California (USC). Later, Acherman explains why he chose to specialize in cardiology, his
interests in pediatric cardiology, and his inability to continue studying due to the lack of financial
stability and his immigration status. Acherman describes his move to the Summerlin residential
community in Las Vegas, Nevada after being offered a position to work for Dr. Bill Evans in 2001,
and compares the differences in health care between the United States and Columbia. Lastly,
Acherman discusses his first balloon dilation procedure and talks about the illustrations he

has created in cardiology textbooks. Digital audio and transcript available. Digital photographs
available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note

Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights

Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about

reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note

This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.
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Processing Note

Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2020.
Miguel Dominguez wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-digital
audio and/or transcript files.

Bound Transcript Availability

A bound transcript is available for use in UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives. See
call number: F850.575 A24 2019
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Names and Subjects

* Oral histories (document genres)
 Latinxs

» Las Vegas (Nev.)

» Emigration and immigration

* Medicine

» Cardiology

* Colombian Americans
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