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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Cortez Masto, Catherine, 1964-
Contributor: Latinx Voices of Southern Nevada Oral History Project

Title: Catherine Cortez Masto oral history interview
ID: OH-03458

Date: 2018 August 10
Physical

Description:
7 Digital Files (0.108 GB) MP3, JPG, PNG, PDF/A

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with Catherine Cortez Masto conducted
by Claytee D. White on August 10, 2018 for the Latinx Voices of
Southern Nevada Oral History Project. Catherine Cortez Masto
grew up in Las Vegas near where the town ended and the desert
began, which at that time was near Decatur and Pennwood. She
grew up playing in the streets and riding horses and motor bikes
with girlfriends and cousins. Her father, Manny Cortez, began
as a valet at the Dunes before entering politics. He served 16
years on the County Commission and then 13 years as the chief
of the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority. As the head
of the LVCVA, Manny oversaw campaigns to increase tourism,
enlarge McCarran International Airport, improve taxicab
service, and served as a visionary for the entire region. Catherine
followed in her father's footsteps while being her own woman
and making her own mark on the region. She attended college at
UNR and law school at Gonzaga University School of Law. After
a clerkship, she worked for a small local Las Vegas firm for 4 - 5
years, then moved to the governor's and then served two terms
as Nevada's Attorney General. Currently she's in the US Senate
with committee assignments that include Banking, Housing
and Urban Affairs; Energy and Natural Resources; Commerce,
Science, and Transportation; Rules and Administration; Indian
Affairs, and the Committee on Aging. Subjects discussed include:
Dunes, Manny Cortez, County Commission, LVCVA, Judge Carl
Christensen, Judge Mendoza, Taxi Authority, Tourism, and Mike
O'Callaghan.
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Preferred Citation
Catherine Cortez Masto oral history interview, 2018 August 10. OH-03458. [Cite format
consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections
and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Catherine Cortez Masto conducted by Claytee D. White on August
10, 2018 for the Latinx Voices of Southern Nevada Oral History Project. Catherine Cortez Masto
grew up in Las Vegas near where the town ended and the desert began, which at that time was
near Decatur and Pennwood. She grew up playing in the streets and riding horses and motor
bikes with girlfriends and cousins. Her father, Manny Cortez, began as a valet at the Dunes before
entering politics. He served 16 years on the County Commission and then 13 years as the chief
of the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority. As the head of the LVCVA, Manny oversaw
campaigns to increase tourism, enlarge McCarran International Airport, improve taxicab service,
and served as a visionary for the entire region. Catherine followed in her father's footsteps while
being her own woman and making her own mark on the region. She attended college at UNR
and law school at Gonzaga University School of Law. After a clerkship, she worked for a small
local Las Vegas firm for 4 - 5 years, then moved to the governor's and then served two terms
as Nevada's Attorney General. Currently she's in the US Senate with committee assignments
that include Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs; Energy and Natural Resources; Commerce,
Science, and Transportation; Rules and Administration; Indian Affairs, and the Committee on
Aging. Subjects discussed include: Dunes, Manny Cortez, County Commission, LVCVA, Judge Carl
Christensen, Judge Mendoza, Taxi Authority, Tourism, and Mike O'Callaghan. Digital audio, photos,
and transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.
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Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2018
and 2021. Emily Lapworth wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-
digital audio, photo, and transcript files.

Bound Transcript Availability
A bound transcript is available for use in UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives. See
call number: F850.S75 C65 2018
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Latinxs
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Mexican Americans
• Politicians
• Women in politics -- Nevada
• Tourism -- Nevada -- Las Vegas
• O'Callaghan, Mike
• Las Vegas Convention/Visitors Authority
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