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Guide to the Chris Davis, Debbie Davis, and Mynda Smith oral history interview

Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Davis, Chris W., 1959-
Creator: Davis, Debbie, 1953-
Creator: Smith, Mynda, 1974-

Contributor: Remembering 1 October Oral History Project
Title: Chris Davis, Debbie Davis, and Mynda Smith oral history
interview

ID: OH-03442
Date: 2018 May 24

Physical 2 Digital Files (0.154 GB) MP3, PDF/A
Description:

Language of the English
Material:

Abstract: Oral history with Chris Davis, Debbie Davis, and Mynda
conducted by Claytee D. White and Barbara Tabach on May 24,
2018 for the Remembering 1 October Oral History Project. In this
interview, Debbie and Chris Davis and Mynda Smith discuss the
murder of their daughter and sister (respectively), Neysa Davis
Tonks, at the Route 91 Harvest Country Music Festival on October
1, 2017. They discuss plans to form Fifty-Eight Loved and Never
Forgotten, a foundatio to help educate the children of the 58
families affected that night. Neysa, a single mother, left behind
three sons, 24, 18, and 15 years of age. The family members recall
how they were first alerted to Neysa's death, and having to locate
and identify her body at the coroner's office twenty-four hours
later. Chris, David, and Mynda reflect on Neysa's life, her work,
and legacy. Debbie, Chris, and Mynda believe that "darkness
cannot exist in the presence of light. Neysa's light will shine
forever."

Preferred Citation

Chris Davis, Debbie Davis, and Mynda Smith oral history interview, 2018 May 24. OH-03442.
[Cite format consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada.
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Guide to the Chris Davis, Debbie Davis, and Mynda Smith oral history interview

Scope and Contents Note

Oral history with Chris Davis, Debbie Davis, and Mynda conducted by Claytee D. White and
Barbara Tabach on May 24, 2018 for the Remembering 1 October Oral History Project. In this
interview, Debbie and Chris Davis and Mynda Smith discuss the murder of their daughter and
sister (respectively), Neysa Davis Tonks, at the Route 91 Harvest Country Music Festival on October
1, 2017. They discuss plans to form Fifty-Eight Loved and Never Forgotten, a foundatio to help
educate the children of the 58 families affected that night. Neysa, a single mother, left behind three
sons, 24, 18, and 15 years of age. The family members recall how they were first alerted to Neysa's
death, and having to locate and identify her body at the coroner's office twenty-four hours later.
Chris, David, and Mynda reflect on Neysa's life, her work, and legacy. Debbie, Chris, and Mynda
believe that "darkness cannot exist in the presence of light. Neysa's light will shine forever." Digital
audio and transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note

Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights

Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.
Acquisition Note

This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.
Processing Note

Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2018.
Sarah Jones wrote the collection description.
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Names and Subjects

* Oral histories (document genres)

» Las Vegas Shooting, Las Vegas, Nev., 2017
* Charity organization

» Mass shootings
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