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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Lee, George
Creator: Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander

Oral History Project
Title: George Lee oral history interview

ID: OH-03437
Date: 2024 February 29

Physical
Description:

18 Digital Files (0.292 GB) MP3, JPG

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with George Lee conducted by Stefani
Evans and Su Kim Chung on February 29, 2024 for the
Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander
Oral History Project. In this interview, Lee describes his four
decades of experience as a Las Vegas blackjack dealer (36 at the
Four Queens Casino), after leaving behind a career in dance. Lee
was selected to originate the role of "Tea" in a 1954 New York
City Ballet stage production of The Nutcracker. He also danced
in South Pacific at the Thunderbird, and with Carol Channing's
revue at The Riviera, and a traveling production of Disney on
Parade. After dancing in Alcazar de Paris at the Desert Inn Hotel
in 1980, he quit dancing and went to dealer school. He worked
swing shift at the Four Queens Hotel, and attended ballet classes
at UNLV during the day. Lee, now 89, still works five days a week
at the Four Queens. In this interview, Lee talks about ballet,
typecasting, discipline, and being "ten times better." He discusses
becoming a U.S. citizen in 1959 and changing his surname from
Li to Lee.

Preferred Citation
George Lee oral history interview, 2024 February 29. OH-03437. [Cite format consulted: Audio
recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with George Lee conducted by Stefani Evans and Su Kim Chung on
February 29, 2024 for the Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander Oral
History Project. In this interview, Lee describes his four decades of experience as a Las Vegas
blackjack dealer (36 at the Four Queens Casino), after leaving behind a career in dance. Lee was
selected to originate the role of "Tea" in a 1954 New York City Ballet stage production of The
Nutcracker. He also danced in South Pacific at the Thunderbird, and with Carol Channing's revue
at The Riviera, and a traveling production of Disney on Parade. After dancing in Alcazar de Paris
at the Desert Inn Hotel in 1980, he quit dancing and went to dealer school. He worked swing shift
at the Four Queens Hotel, and attended ballet classes at UNLV during the day. Lee, now 89, still
works five days a week at the Four Queens. In this interview, Lee talks about ballet, typecasting,
discipline, and being "ten times better." He discusses becoming a U.S. citizen in 1959 and changing
his surname from Li to Lee.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Information
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2024.
Sarah Jones wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-digital audio
files.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Card dealers
• Ballet dancers
• Hong Kong (China)
• Citizenship
• Four Queens Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas, Nev.)
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