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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Trenier, Claude
Creator: Trenier, Buddy
Creator: Trenier, Skip

Contributor: UNLV University Libraries Oral History Collection
Title: Claude, Buddy, and Skip Trenier oral history interview

ID: OH-03347
Date: 1978 March 10

Physical
Description:

2 Digital Files (1.96 GB) MP3

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with Claude, Buddy, and Skip Trenier
conducted by Betty Rosenthal on March 10, 1978 for the UNLV
University Libraries Oral History Collection. In this interview,
Claude, Buddy, and Skip Trenier, members of the musical group
"The Treniers", discuss their experiences performing on the
Las Vegas Strip as Black men. They share their group's history
playing music at the Flamingo Hotel and Casino and other
establishments in Las Vegas, Nevada beginning in 1948. Their
discussion covers not only their performing careers but also their
experiences with desegregation, racism, and discrimination in
the city of Las Vegas. Claude, Buddy, and Skip Trenier share their
accounts of both being a popular act in Las Vegas, requested
by out-of-towners from New York and Chicago, and also how
they were nearly fired for refusing to play music when noticing
customers of color being treated unfairly at their shows. The
trio talk about how they could not enter casinos from the front
entrance, how most casinos did not formally desegregate until
after 1960, and how there were very few Black entertainers,
musicians, or dancers during the mid-20th century with a few
notable exceptions including Sammy Davis Jr.

Preferred Citation
Claude, Buddy, and Skip Trenier oral history interview, 1978 March 10. OH-03347. [Cite format
consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections
and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Claude, Buddy, and Skip Trenier conducted by Betty Rosenthal on
March 10, 1978 for the UNLV University Libraries Oral History Collection. In this interview,
Claude, Buddy, and Skip Trenier, members of the musical group "The Treniers", discuss their
experiences performing on the Las Vegas Strip as Black men. They share their group's history
playing music at the Flamingo Hotel and Casino and other establishments in Las Vegas, Nevada
beginning in 1948. Their discussion covers not only their performing careers but also their
experiences with desegregation, racism, and discrimination in the city of Las Vegas. Claude,
Buddy, and Skip Trenier share their accounts of both being a popular act in Las Vegas, requested
by out-of-towners from New York and Chicago, and also how they were nearly fired for refusing
to play music when noticing customers of color being treated unfairly at their shows. The trio
talk about how they could not enter casinos from the front entrance, how most casinos did not
formally desegregate until after 1960, and how there were very few Black entertainers, musicians,
or dancers during the mid-20th century with a few notable exceptions including Sammy Davis Jr.
Digital audio available; print transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.
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Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2017
and 2022. Kelsey Mazmanyan wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for
born-digital audio files.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• African American jazz musicians
• Entertainers
• Race discrimination
• Segregation -- Nevada
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