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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Espinosa, Nicole Cristina, 1982-
Contributor: Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander

Oral History Project
Title: Nicole Cristina Espinosa oral history interview

ID: OH-03327
Date: 2022 November 17

Physical
Description:

1 Digital Files (0.084 GB) MP3

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with Nicole Cristina Espinosa conducted
by Yancy Bayoro on November 17, 2022 for the Reflections: the
Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander Oral History
Project. In this interview, Espinosa recalls growing up in
Vallejo, California as a first-generation Filipino-American.
Because their parents had converted to Mormonism while
still in the Philippines, Espinosa grew up surrounded by the
Latter-day Saints (LDS) community, attending church every
Sunday and going off to camp regularly. In their LDS community,
the Espinosa family was often the only non-White family,
while among the other Filipinos at school being the only
Mormon among Catholics, creating a tension in their identity.
Nevertheless, Espinosa had a large extended family nearby
and fondly remembers spending time with them as a teenager.
They talk about moving to Las Vegas, Nevada in high school
because of the low cost of living and job opportunities. After
graduating high school, Espinosa worked a number of jobs from
TSA at the airport to retail at Urban Outfitters. Epinosa discusses
their parent's experience with assimilation and the parts of
Filipino culture that were left behind. Throughout the rest of the
interview, Espinosa talks about a range of other topics such as
public transportation, finding good food, and their AAPI identity.

Preferred Citation
Nicole Cristina Espinosa oral history interview, 2022 November 17. OH-03327. [Cite format
consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections
and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Nicole Cristina Espinosa conducted by Yancy Bayoro on November 17,
2022 for the Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander Oral History Project.
In this interview, Espinosa recalls growing up in Vallejo, California as a first-generation Filipino-
American. Because their parents had converted to Mormonism while still in the Philippines,
Espinosa grew up surrounded by the Latter-day Saints (LDS) community, attending church every
Sunday and going off to camp regularly. In their LDS community, the Espinosa family was often
the only non-White family, while among the other Filipinos at school being the only Mormon
among Catholics, creating a tension in their identity. Nevertheless, Espinosa had a large extended
family nearby and fondly remembers spending time with them as a teenager. They talk about
moving to Las Vegas, Nevada in high school because of the low cost of living and job opportunities.
After graduating high school, Espinosa worked a number of jobs from TSA at the airport to retail
at Urban Outfitters. Epinosa discusses their parent's experience with assimilation and the parts of
Filipino culture that were left behind. Throughout the rest of the interview, Espinosa talks about
a range of other topics such as public transportation, finding good food, and their AAPI identity.
Digital audio available; no transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted and transcribed by a UNLV student as part of a class assignment
from the UNLV College of Liberal Arts Department of History. Materials from this oral history
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project were transferred to the Oral History Research Center (OHRC) which is part of the UNLV
University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2023.
Sarah Jones wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-digital audio
files.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Philippines
• Immigrants -- Cultural assimilation
• Mormons
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