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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Deki, Richard H.
Creator: Olvera-Deki, Jacque
Creator: Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander

Oral History Project
Title: Jacque Olvera-Deki and Richard H. Deki oral history interview

ID: OH-03266
Date: 2024 March 18

Physical
Description:

50 Digital Files (0.455 GB) MP3, JPG

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with Jacque Olvera-Deki and Richard H.
Deki conducted by Stefani Evans and Claytee D. White on March
18, 2024 for the Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and
Pacific Islander Oral History Project. In this interview, Richard
and Jacque describe their early lives, moving to Henderson,
Nevada in 1997, and being in close proximity to both the 1
October and December 6 shootings in Las Vegas. Digital audio
and photographs available; no transcript available.

Preferred Citation
Jacque Olvera-Deki and Richard H. Deki oral history interview, 2024 March 18. OH-03266.
[Cite format consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Jacque Olvera-Deki and Richard H. Deki conducted by Stefani Evans
and Claytee D. White on March 18, 2024 for the Reflections: the Las Vegas Asian American and
Pacific Islander Oral History Project. In this interview, Richard and Jacque describe their early
lives, moving to Henderson, Nevada in 1997, and being in close proximity to both the 1 October
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and December 6 shootings in Las Vegas. As Americans living in Hawai'i of Japanese ethnicity, the
Deki family were arrested and removed to Crystal City internment camp in Texas, where they
remained for the duration of the war. After the war ended, the Deki family moved to Japan, but
all members of his mother's and father's families in Nagasaki and Hiroshima had been killed and
their houses and neighborhoods flattened in the bombings.
Deki describes his father's 1941 arrest, the Crystal City internment camp, the subsequent move to
Japan, his household duties, a trip with his father to Nagasaki and Hiroshima, and his Japanese
schooling. He continues with his March 1955 Selective Service draft notice and induction into
the U.S. Army at Camp Otsu; learning to speak, read, and write English; boot camp at Fort Ord,
California; the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ); his 22-year military career and 1977 retirement;
and his Hyatt Hotels career. He and his wife, Jacque, talk about a now-healed but longstanding
rift in the Deki family, moving to Henderson in 1997, and being in close proximity to both the
1 October and December 6 shootings in Las Vegas. Digital audio and photographs available; no
transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2024.
Sarah Jones wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-digital audio
files.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Henderson (Nev.)
• Japanese Americans -- Evacuation and relocation, 1942-1945
• Military life
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