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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Akselrad, Sanford David
Creator: Gordon, Gerald (Lawyer)
Creator: Unger, Robert
Creator: Wasserman, David R.
Creator: Diamond, Renee, 1937-
Creator: Shaw, Gilbert, 1928-

Contributor: Southern Nevada Jewish Heritage Project
Title: Congregation Ner Tamid roundtable oral history interview

ID: OH-02902
Date: 2016 September 21

Physical
Description:

2 Digital Files (1.457 GB) MP4, PDF/A

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with the Congregation Ner Tamid
roundtable conducted by Barbara Tabach on September 21,
2016 for the Southern Nevada Jewish Heritage Project. In this
interview, Rabbi Sanford Akselrad and five members of the
congregation discuss the founding of Congregation Ner Tamid,
the first reform synagogue in Las Vegas, Nevada, in 1974. They
go into detail on how the synagogue was formed, the building-
hopping they did until they built their current structure, and
the funding it took to get to that point. The interviewees reveal a
few donors, such as Morris Dalitz and Frank Sinatra, who helped
to build their synagogue and school. The interview ends with
meaningful stories and memories the members have relating to
Congregation Ner Tamid.

Preferred Citation
Congregation Ner Tamid roundtable oral history interview, 2016 September 21. OH-02902.
[Cite format consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with the Congregation Ner Tamid roundtable conducted by Barbara Tabach
on September 21, 2016 for the Southern Nevada Jewish Heritage Project. In this interview, Rabbi
Sanford Akselrad and five members of the congregation discuss the founding of Congregation
Ner Tamid, the first reform synagogue in Las Vegas, Nevada, in 1974. They go into detail on how
the synagogue was formed, the building-hopping they did until they built their current structure,
and the funding it took to get to that point. The interviewees reveal a few donors, such as Morris
Dalitz and Frank Sinatra, who helped to build their synagogue and school. The interview ends
with meaningful stories and memories the members have relating to Congregation Ner Tamid.
Digital video and transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2016.
Michaella Gazala wrote the collection description. The video has been minimally reviewed and
all readily available information has been included in the description.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Judaism
• Jews
• Religious communities
• Religious Buildings
• Jews -- Las Vegas (Nev.) -- History
• Jews -- Societies, etc.
• Las Vegas (Nev.) -- Religious life and customs
• Music
• Congregation Ner Tamid (Henderson, Nev.)
• Dalitz, Morris
• Sinatra, Frank, 1915-1998
• Tobman, Herb, 1924-2006
• Hutchings, Jessica , 1985-
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