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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Welles, David
Contributor: Building Las Vegas Oral History Project

Title: David Welles oral history interview
ID: OH-01941

Date: 2002 March 27
Physical

Description:
5 Digital Files (0.168 GB) MP3, PDF/A

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with David Welles conducted by Patrick
Carlton on March 27, 2002 for the Building Las Vegas Oral
History Project. In this interview, Welles first relates his family
background and the circumstances that led to the family
settling in Las Vegas, Nevada in the 1940s. He relates numerous
anecdotes about growing up and attending school, and then
explains how a back problem ended his chances for a career
in the Navy and led him to consider less physically demanding
fields. He took jobs surveying and drafting, which led to his
decision to study architectural engineering, taking his degree
at the University of Oklahoma. Meeting and marrying while he
was in Oklahoma, the couple returned to Las Vegas, where he
took multiple jobs at different architectural and engineering
firms, gaining experience toward licensure as an architect. By
the early 1970s, he had established his own firm with a partner,
gaining a state contract to build elementary schools. Welles then
speaks at length about partnering with the Daly Group to design
and build the UNLV Lied Library and ends the interview with
another extended discussion of his long-time involvement in the
Rotary Club.

Preferred Citation
David Welles oral history interview, 2002 March 27. OH-01941. [Cite format consulted: Audio
recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with David Welles conducted by Patrick Carlton on March 27, 2002 for
the Building Las Vegas Oral History Project. In this interview, Welles first relates his family
background and the circumstances that led to the family settling in Las Vegas, Nevada in the
1940s. He relates numerous anecdotes about growing up and attending school, and then explains
how a back problem ended his chances for a career in the Navy and led him to consider less
physically demanding fields. He took jobs surveying and drafting, which led to his decision to
study architectural engineering, taking his degree at the University of Oklahoma. Meeting and
marrying while he was in Oklahoma, the couple returned to Las Vegas, where he took multiple
jobs at different architectural and engineering firms, gaining experience toward licensure as
an architect. By the early 1970s, he had established his own firm with a partner, gaining a state
contract to build elementary schools. Welles then speaks at length about partnering with the Daly
Group to design and build the UNLV Lied Library and ends the interview with another extended
discussion of his long-time involvement in the Rotary Club. Digital audio available; digital and
print transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.
No release form is on file for this interview. The interview is accessible onsite only, and
researchers must seek permission from the interviewee or heirs for quotation, reproduction, or
publication. Please contact special.collections@unlv.edu for further information.
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Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted by Patrick Carlton and donated to the Oral History Research
Center (OHRC), which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives
Division.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2002
and 2022. Melise Leech wrote the collection description. Access copies were created for born-
digital audio and/or transcript files. The audio has been minimally reviewed and all readily
available information has been included in the description.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Architects -- Nevada -- Las Vegas -- Design and construction
• Rotary Club (Las Vegas, Nev.)
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