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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Mowry, Barbara, 1928-
Contributor: Ralph Roske Oral History Project on Early Las Vegas

Title: Barbara Mowry oral history interview
ID: OH-01344

Date: 1979 February 16
Physical

Description:
2 Digital Files (0.087 GB) MP3

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with Barbara Mowry conducted by Jon
Sedlacek on February 16, 1979 for the Ralph Roske Oral History
Project on Early Las Vegas. In this interview, Mowry describes
moving to Las Vegas, Nevada from California in 1949 to get a
divorce, before remarrying and entering into the restaurant
business with her new husband. Mowry discusses buying an
established restaurant, the Villa Venice, with her husband, and
the eventual fire that would destroy the restaurant in 1952.
Mowry describes running the restaurant, the different kinds of
recreation in Las Vegas during the 1950s, and how Las Vegas
has changed since she moved there. Mowry also discusses the
prejudice against African Americans in Las Vegas, and how her
husband would have to let in African American performers such
as Sammy Davis Jr. or Pearl Bailey through the back door of their
restaurant.

Preferred Citation
Barbara Mowry oral history interview, 1979 February 16. OH-01344. [Cite format consulted:
Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Barbara Mowry conducted by Jon Sedlacek on February 16, 1979
for the Ralph Roske Oral History Project on Early Las Vegas. In this interview, Mowry describes
moving to Las Vegas, Nevada from California in 1949 to get a divorce, before remarrying and
entering into the restaurant business with her new husband. Mowry discusses buying an
established restaurant, the Villa Venice, with her husband, and the eventual fire that would
destroy the restaurant in 1952. Mowry describes running the restaurant, the different kinds
of recreation in Las Vegas during the 1950s, and how Las Vegas has changed since she moved
there. Mowry also discusses the prejudice against African Americans in Las Vegas, and how her
husband would have to let in African American performers such as Sammy Davis Jr. or Pearl
Bailey through the back door of their restaurant. Digital audio available; no transcript available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
University of Nevada, Las Vegas History Professor Ralph Roske donated materials for this oral
history project to UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in the 1980s.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2017.
Kyle Gagnon wrote the collection description. The audio cassette(s) for this interview have been
reformatted by an external vendor into a digital format. MP3 files of the audio are available for
research use. The audio has been minimally reviewed and all readily available information has
been included in the description.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Restaurant management -- Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Segregation -- Nevada
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