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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Kim, Sook-ja, 1941-
Contributor: Las Vegas Women Oral History Project
Contributor: Las Vegas Women in Gaming and Entertainment Oral History

Project
Contributor: Women's Research Institute of Nevada

Title: Sook-ja Kim oral history interviews
ID: OH-01020

Date: 1996 February 12
Date: 1996 April 16

Physical
Description:

12 Digital Files (0.274 GB) MP3, PFD/A, JPG

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interviews with Sook-ja Kim conducted by Myoung-
ja Lee Kwon on February 12, 1996 and April 06, 1996 for the
Women's Research Institute of Nevada (WRIN) Las Vegas Women
Oral History Project. Kim begins her interview discussing her
family's background in singing in Korea and she then transitions
to her and her sisters' arrival to Las Vegas, Nevada in 1959.
Kim discusses their Las Vegas act, singing rock 'n' roll tunes at
the Thunderbird Hotel. Kim goes on to discuss her groups' big
break, performing on the Ed Sullivan Show. Kim describes how
this event ignited a successful touring period for the sisters and
the eventual launching of another group, the Kim Brothers,
comprised of Sook-ja Kim's brothers. Kim ends the interview
discussing what challenges Koreans face when moving to
America and important information she thinks future Korean
immigrants should know or consider.

Preferred Citation
Sook-ja Kim oral history interviews, 1996 February 12, 1996 April 06. OH-01020. [Cite format
consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special Collections
and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interviews with Sook-ja Kim conducted by Myoung-ja Lee Kwon on February 12, 1996
and April 06, 1996 for the Women's Research Institute of Nevada (WRIN) Las Vegas Women Oral
History Project. Kim begins her interview discussing her family's background in singing in Korea
and she then transitions to her and her sisters' arrival to Las Vegas, Nevada in 1959. Kim discusses
their Las Vegas act, singing rock 'n' roll songs at the Thunderbird Hotel. Kim goes on to discuss
her group's big break, performing on the Ed Sullivan Show. Kim describes how this event ignited
a successful touring period for the sisters and the eventual launching of another group, the Kim
Brothers, comprised of Sook-ja Kim's brothers. Eventually Kim managed her sisters' group and
her brothers' music group. Kim goes on to discuss touring more extensively including European
tours. Kim ends the interview discussing what challenges Koreans face when moving to America
and important information she thinks future Korean immigrants should know or consider. Digital
audio and transcript available. Digital photographs available.
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted by the Women's Research Institute of Nevada, part of the UNLV
College of Liberal Arts Department of History. Materials from this oral history project were
transferred to UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives on an ongoing basis ending in
2017; acquisition number 2017-017.
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Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by Karla Irwin in 2019. Access copies were created for
digitized and/or born-digital audio and transcript files. Hana Gutierrez wrote the collection
description. The audio cassette(s) for this interview have been reformatted by an external
vendor into a digital format.

Bound Transcript Availability
A bound transcript is available for use in UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives. See
call number: F849.L35 K54 1997; F849.L35 K54 1997b
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Related Materials

Related Collections
The following resource will provide additional information related the materials in this
collection:
Women's Research Institute of Nevada Oral History Records, 1995-2015. UA-00084. Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada.
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Singers
• Asian Americans
• Emigration and immigration
• Entertainers
• Thunderbird Hotel and Casino (Las Vegas, Nev.)
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