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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Boyer, Harold Lester, 1916-2002
Contributor: Boyer Early Las Vegas Oral History Project

Title: Dr. Harold Boyer oral history interview
ID: OH-00235

Date [bulk]: 2000 November 15, 2000 November 30
Physical

Description:
9 Digital Files (0.317 GB) MP3, PDF/A

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: Oral history interview with Dr. Harold Boyer conducted by
Claytee D. White on November 15, 30, 2000 for the Boyer Early
Las Vegas Oral History Project. Dr. Harold Boyer discusses going
into a medical practice in Las Vegas, Nevada in 1952. He also
discusses his activity in many community organizations.

Preferred Citation Note
Dr. Harold Boyer oral history interview, 2000 November 15 and 2000 November 30. OH-00235.
[Cite format consulted: Audio recording or Transcript.] Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

Oral history interview with Harold Boyer conducted by Claytee D. White on November 15, 2000
and November 30, 2000 for the Boyer Early Las Vegas Oral History Project. Dr. Boyer recited many
details of his life in the Marine Corps as a medic, serving on active duty in the Pacific arena in
World War II, going into medical practice in Oklahoma City and Enid, Oklahoma, and being called
back to serve in Korea. Harold painted a picture of Las Vegas in the sixties and described his
practice and the many organizations in which he participated. He described how certain entities
contributed significantly to the growth in the Vegas Valley, including the Convention Bureau,
the Elks Club, Rotary Club, Shriners, the Mormon Church, the Mesquite Club, the university,
and the gaming industry. He also gave a very positive view of the cultural activities that were/
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are available to the people of Las Vegas. Comments by Dr. Boyer on race relations recalled the
sixties when integration in area schools, hotels, and neighborhoods became a reality under strong
black leadership. He also talked about the relationship between casino operators and the civic
organizations previously mentioned, and included an anecdote concerning one of his patients
and Al Capone. Dr. Boyer described the Helldorado Parades including the dances, games, and
barbecues that made it so much fun, and listed the founders who made it possible.
Digital audio and transcript available.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. Where use copies do not exist, production of use copies is
required before access will be granted; this may delay research requests. Advanced notice is
required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish. Some transcripts do not exist in final form, therefore
any editing marks in a transcript (deletions, additions, corrections) are to be quoted as marked.

Acquisition Note
This interview was conducted and transcribed by the Oral History Research Center (OHRC)
which is part of the UNLV University Libraries Special Collections and Archives Division.

Processing Note
Interview materials were processed by UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives in 2017.
Nia Banks wrote the collection description. The audio cassette(s) for this interview have been
reformatted by an external vendor into a digital format. MP3 files of the audio are available for
research use.

Bound Transcript Availability
A bound transcript is available for use in UNLV Libraries Special Collections and Archives:
CT247 .B68 2007

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Names and Subjects

• Oral histories (document genres)
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Physicians
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