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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Collector: Cummings, Alan
Contributor: McBride, Dennis

Title: Alan Cummings Research Files
ID: MS-01038

Date [inclusive]: 1979 to 2004
Physical

Description:
0.66 Cubic Feet (1 box) 

Physical
Description:

0.54 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Alan Cummings Research Files (1974-2004) are comprised
of research files compiled by Cummings, an elementary school
teacher for the Clark County School District (CCSD) in Southern
Nevada. The files represent Cummings's work to persuade
the Teacher's Health Trust, the employee benefit plan for the
school district, to consider domestic partnership benefits for
CCSD educators and administrators. Materials include personal
correspondence, newspaper clippings, magazines, and court
cases.

Preferred Citation
Alan Cummings Research Files, 1979-2004. MS-01038. Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Alan Ward Cummings was an elementary school teacher for the Clark County School District
(CCSD) in Southern Nevada where he worked to persuade the Teacher's Health Trust (the
employee benefit plan for the school district) to consider domestic partnership benefits for
CCSD educators and administrators. Cummings was born in San Antonio, Texas, and enjoyed a
childhood in the southwest in Arizona, New Mexico, and Nevada. He worked at the Ahmanson
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Theater in Los Angeles, California until becoming an educator until his retirement. Cummings
sought to cultivate in others a love of good books, history, music and films. Cummings did
extensive research and gathered newspaper and magazine publications surrounding topics
of homosexuality relating to Las Vegas, Nevada and the greater United States. This collection
demonstrates how queer people were talked and written about from the 1970s to the early 2000s.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Alan Cummings Research Files (1974-2004) are comprised of research files compiled by
Cummings, an elementary school teacher for the Clark County School District (CCSD) in Southern
Nevada. The files represent Cummings's work to persuade the Teacher's Health Trust, the
employee benefit plan for the school district, to consider domestic partnership benefits for CCSD
educators and administrators. Materials include personal correspondence, newspaper clippings,
magazines, and court cases.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials remain as they were received.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. This collection contains language or content that some may find
offensive or triggering. Please contact special.collections@unlv.edu for further information.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish.
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Acquisition Note
Materials were donated by Dennis McBride in 2020; accession number 2020-096.

Processing Note
In 2021, Tammi Kim accessioned the collection and created the finding aid in ArchivesSpace. In
2021, as part of HIST 752, Alejandra Herrera processed the collection and revised the finding
aid.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Education – Nevada – Clark County
• Educators
• Gay rights
• Gay community
• Same-sex marriage -- Law and legislation -- Nevada
• Domestic partner benefits -- Law and legislation -- United States

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Alan Cummings biographical information, approximately 2000 to 2004 box 01 folder
01

AIDS (disease), 1985 to 1996 box 01 folder
02

Asylum, 1993 to 1996 box 01 folder
03

Bonding [straight male], 1993 box 01 folder
04

Censorship: Las Vegas Review-Journal, 1993 box 01 folder
05

Civil rights, 1993 to 1997 box 01 folder
06

Civil rights: federal Employment Non-Discrimination Acts, 1994 to 1998 box 01 folder
07

Civil rights: Nevada Employment Non-Discrimination Act, 1999
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box 01 folder
08

Coming out, 1995 to 1996 box 01 folder
09

Culture and lifestyle, 1984 to 1997 box 01 folder
10

Discrimination, 1988 to 1997 box 01 folder
11

Discrimination: Colorado amendment II, 1993 to 1996 box 01 folder
12

Discrimination: Minority Status and Child Protection Act, 1993 to 1994
Physical Description: 2 Files 

box 01 folder
13-14

Domestic Partnership benefits, 1997 box 01 folder
15

Domestic Partnership benefits: Nevada, 1999 box 01 folder
16

Education, 1992 to 1999 box 01 folder
17

Education: LGBTQ prom, 1994 to 1995 box 01 folder
18

Entertainers and entertainment, 1994 to 1998 box 01 folder
19

History: Nevada, 2000 box 01 folder
20

Marriage: same-sex, 1994 to 2004 box 01 folder
21

Marriage: same-sex [Hawaii], 1994 to 1996 box 01 folder
22

Marriage: same-sex [Nevada], 1994 to 2000 box 01 folder
23

Marriage: same-sex [Vermont], 1998 to 1999 box 01 folder
24

Military, 1992 to 1996 box 01 folder
25

Military: "Don't Ask, Don't Tell", 1992 to 1999 box 01 folder
26

Military: "Don't Ask, Don't Tell" correspondence, 1992 to 1994 box 01 folder
27

Military: Tailhook convention, 1993 to 1994 box 01 folder
28

Parenting, 1993 to 1997
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box 01 folder
29

Parenting: Nevada, 1994 box 01 folder
30

Parenting: Bottoms, Sharon, 1993 to 1996 box 01 folder
31

Politics and politicians, 1985 to 1996 box 01 folder
32

Politics and politicians: Clark County Republican Party, 1994 to 1995 box 01 folder
33

Politics and politicians: Plotkin, Lee, 1995 box 01 folder
34

Politics and politicians: Terrigno, Valerie, 1986 box 01 folder
35

Religion, 1993 to 2004 box 01 folder
36

Sexual orientation, 1979 to 1998 box 01 folder
37

Sodomy: Nevada repeal, 1993 box 01 folder
38

Sports, 1995 box 01 folder
39

Violence, 1993 to 1999 box 01 folder
40

Violence: Jenny Jones Show, 1996 box 01 folder
41

Violence: Shepard, Matthew, 1998 box 01 folder
42
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