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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Collector: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Libraries. Special Collections
and Archives

Creator: United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs
Title: UNLV Libraries Collection on the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe

ID: MS-00961
Date [inclusive]: approximately 1974 to 1990

Physical
Description:

0.65 Cubic Feet (1 box) 

Physical
Description:

0.54 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The UNLV Libraries Collection on the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe
(approximately 1974-1990) contain oral history transcripts of
Paiute community members from approximately 1974 to 1977
and reproductions of Bureau of Indian Affairs correspondence,
legal documents, annual reports, and census information
regarding the area formerly known as the Las Vegas Indian
Colony located in Las Vegas, Nevada. The documents contain
information about the original transfer of property ownership
from Helen J. Stewart to the United States, who acted on behalf
of the Paiute people in 1911, the establishment of the original
site location, and annual reports which include a narrative about
the community, census information, and health reports of the
population living in the area. The collection contains no original
documents.

Preferred Citation
UNLV Libraries Collection on the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe, approximately 1974-1990. MS-00961.
Special Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las
Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Historical Background

The Tudinu (Desert People), the ancestors of the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe, occupied territory
including part of the Colorado River, most of southeastern Nevada, and part of southern California
and Utah. In the 1820s as traders settled further west, the land became part of the Old Spanish
Trail, a trade route between New Mexico and California. With the railroad boom, the influx of
settlers severely restricted the Paiute people's traditional way of life.
On December 30, 1911 Helen J. Stewart deeded ten acres of her ranch near downtown Las Vegas,
Nevada to the United States, who acted on behalf of the Paiute, and established the Las Vegas
Indian Colony. This land was the only communal land for the tribe until 1983, when the United
States Congress returned nearly 4,000 acres of land to the east of Mount Charleston and the Spring
Mountains in Nevada. The tribe was federally recognized under the Indian Reorganization Act
(also known as the Wheeler-Howard Act or the "Indian New Deal") in 1934. On July 22, 1970, the
tribe ratified their constitution and bylaws.
As of 2020, the Las Vegas Tribe of Paiute Indians still maintain the land deeded to them in 1911.
The tribe operates smoke shops, a golf resort, a health and human service program, and the Las
Vegas Paiute Police Department. A tribal council governs the tribe with headquarters located in
Las Vegas.
Sources:
"History & Culture," Las Vegas Paiute Tribe. Accessed January 31, 2020. https://
www.lvpaiutetribe.com/history

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The UNLV Libraries Collection on the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe (approximately 1974-1990) contain
oral history transcripts of Paiute community members from approximately 1974 to 1977 and
reproductions of Bureau of Indian Affairs correspondence, legal documents, annual reports,
and census information regarding the area formerly known as the Las Vegas Indian Colony
located in Las Vegas, Nevada. The documents contain information about the original transfer of
property ownership from Helen J. Stewart to the United States, who acted on behalf of the Paiute
people in 1911, the establishment of the original site location, and annual reports which include
a narrative about the community, census information, and health reports of the population living
in the area. The collection also contains correspondence and Citizen's Committee for Community
Improvement meeting minutes which include information about continued infrastructure
needs, such as improved housing conditions, establishment of electrical, water, and waste lines;
and transportation access around the area. The meeting minutes reflect both the Paiute tribal
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community desires and the responses of other Las Vegas, Nevada residents. Some material
in the collection includes information about a number of American Indian boarding schools,
known more recently as American Indian Residential Schools, that were located in both Utah
and Nevada. Prominent schools referenced in the documents include the Kaibab Day School,
Moapa River School, Goshute Day School, and Shivwits Day School. The collection contains no
original documents. This collection contains items previously described as "Las Vegas Paiute
Tribal Archives: 1911-1976" and was cataloged under E99.P2 L37x 1911.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials remain as they were received.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research. No release forms are on file for the oral interviews.
The interviews are accessible onsite only, and researchers must seek permission from
the interviewee or heirs for quotation, reproduction, or publication. Please contact
special.collections@unlv.edu for further information.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were collected by the University Libraries Special Collections and Archives; accession
number 2019-084.

Processing Note
In 2020, Sarah Jones compiled the materials from multiple sources that included previously
cataloged material, rehoused the materials, and wrote the finding aid.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Collections
The following resource may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
Kathy Quinn Papers on the Paiute Indians. 1969-1971. MS-00088. Special Collections and
Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Las Vegas Valley (Nev.)
• United States. Bureau of Indian Affairs
• Las Vegas Paiute Tribe
• Moapa Band of Paiute Indians
• Kaibab Band of Paiute Indians of the Kaibab Indian Reservation, Arizona
• Kanosh Band of Paiute Indians
• Koosharem Band of Paiutes
• Pahrump Paiute Tribe
• Shivwits Band of Paiute Indians
• Shoshone-Paiute Tribes of the Duck Valley Reservation, Nevada
• Cedar Band of Paiutes
• Indian Peaks Band of Paiutes
• Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians of Utah

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Daisy Mike oral history transcripts, approximately 1977 (hln001324-1326) box 01

Herbert Myers, Daisy Mike, and Juanita Lee oral history transcript,
approximately 1974 to 1977 (hln001327)

box 01

Ilee Castillo and Herbert Myers oral history transcript, approximately 1974 to
1977 (hln001328)

box 01

- Page 6-



Guide to the UNLV Libraries Collection on the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe

Herbert Myers and Edith Mike oral history transcript, approximately 1974 to
1977 (hln001329)

box 01

Nellie Sanchez oral history transcript, approximately 1974 (hln001330) box 01

Maureen Frank oral history transcript, approximately 1974 to 1977
(hln001331)

box 01

Moapa River Indian School Annual Report, 1911, 1911 August 25 (hln001332)
(view online)

box 01

Moapa River Indian School Annual Report, 1912, 1912 July 15 (hln001333)
(view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony land deed, 1911 December 30 (hln001334) (view
online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony land: Office of Indian Affairs correspondence, 1912
to 1915 (hln001335) (view online)

box 01

Moapa River Indian School Annual Report, 1915, 1915 July 15 (hln001336)
(view online)

box 01

Native Americans living near Moapa and Pahrump, Nevada: United States
Indian Service correspondence, 1918 August (hln001337) (view online)

box 01

Moapa River Indian School Annual Report, 1920, 1920 June 30 (hln001338)
(view online)

box 01

Moapa River Indian School Annual Report, 1920, 1920 June 30 (hln001339)
(view online)

box 01

Moapa River Indian School Annual Report, 1922, 1922 June 30 (hln001340)
(view online)

box 01

Letter about the 1922 Moapa River Agency report, 1922 August 31
(hln001341) (view online)

box 01

Moapa River Indian School Annual Report, 1923, 1923 June 30 (hln001342)
(view online)

box 01

Moapa River Indian School Annual Report, 1926, 1926 June 30 (hln001343)
(view online)

box 01

Moapa School Jurisdiction: correspondence, 1915 November 09 (hln001344)
(view online)

box 01

Land purchased for the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe: correspondence, 1927 August
04 (hln001345) (view online)

box 01

Paiute Indian Agency report, 1928, 1928 July 15 (hln001346) (view online) box 01

Federal questionnaire about the Las Vegas Paiute Colony, 1929 April 17
(hln001347) (view online)

box 01

Paiute Agency health conditions report, 1929 October 27 (hln001348) (view
online)

box 01

Reservations, allotments, and infrastructure improvements at the Las Vegas
Paiute Colony: Paiute Agency correspondence, 1936 (hln001349) (view online)

box 01
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Allotments for infrastructure improvements: Paiute Agency letter, 1936
March 24 (hln001350) (view online)

box 01

Paiute Agency jurisdiction information and correspondence, 1937 April to
1937 April 28 (hln001351) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony: correspondence between the Las Vegas Junior
Chamber of Commerce, the Paiute Agency superintendent, and the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 1937 June 02 to 1937 June 07 (hln001352)
(view online)

box 01

Corporate Charter of the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians of the Moapa River
Reservation, Nevada, 1942 April 17 (hln001353) (view online)

box 01

Constitution and by-laws of the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians of the Moapa
River Reservation, Nevada, 1942 April 17 (hln001354) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony land value inquiry: letter, 1953 March 23 (hln001355)
(view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony land value estimate: letter, 1953 March 28
(hln001356) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony acquisition and funding for repairs: letter from
the Bureau of Indian Affairs to Senator George W. Malone, 1953 April 27
(hln001357) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony land ownership and potential sale: correspondence,
1953 May 04 to 1953 May 28 (hln001358) (view online)

box 01

Proposal to sell the Las Vegas Paiute Colony land and relocate residents:
letter, 1958 February 21 (hln001359) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony appraisal report, 1958 March 27 (hln001360) (view
online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony trip report, 1958 April 10 (hln001361) (view online) box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony realty, land ownership, and termination: Bureau of
Indian Affairs correspondence, 1958 to 1961 (hln001362) (view online)

box 01

Proposal to sell the Las Vegas Paiute Colony land and relocate residents:
memo, 1958 February 21 (hln001363) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony trip summary and recommendations for colony
termination: report, 1958 February 25 (hln001364) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony real estate appraisal report, 1958 (hln001365) (view
online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony recommendations for termination or sale:
correspondence, 1956 to 1960 (hln001366) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony land deed, 1956 May 01 (hln001367) (view online) box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony improvement and relocation proposal records, 1961
June 06 to 1961 November 30 (hln001368) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony water and sewage infrastructure improvements:
memorandum of agreement, 1962 March 29 (hln001369) (view online)

box 01
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Las Vegas Paiute Colony water supply and sewage lines: memorandum of
agreement, 1962 April 17 (hln001370) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony descriptions: correspondence, 1964 March 03
(hln001371) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony criminal and civil jurisdiction: correspondence and
resolutions, 1965 to 1966 (hln001372) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
April 10, 1967, 1967 April 10 (hln001373) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
April 24, 1967, 1967 April 24 (hln001374) (view online)

box 01

Right-of-way negotiations with Rocky Mountain Produce for an access road to
the Las Paiute Colony: memos and correspondence, 1967 May 01 to 1967 July
07 (hln001375) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
May 24, 1967, 1967 May 24 (hln001376) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
September 25, 1967, 1967 September 25 (hln001377) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
October 23, 1967, 1967 October 23 (hln001378) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
November 27, 1967, 1967 November 27 (hln001379) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
February 26, 1968, 1968 February 26 (hln001380) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony election: report and guidelines, 1968 March 14
(hln001381) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
March 25, 1968, 1968 March 25 (hln001382) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
April 22, 1968, 1968 April 22 (hln001383) (view online)

box 01

Legal right-of-way for access to the Las Vegas Paiute Colony: correspondence,
1968 May 10 to 1968 May 13 (hln001384) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
May 27, 1968, 1968 May 27 (hln001385) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
September 23, 1968, 1968 September 23 (hln001386) (view online)

box 01

Joint Use Agreement with Rocky Mountain Produce Company to provide
access to the Las Vegas Paiute Colony, 1968 October 04 (hln001387) (view
online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
October 28, 1968, 1968 October 28 (hln001388) (view online)

box 01
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Las Vegas Paiute Colony street layout planning and requests for information
about the Las Vegas Colony, Moapa Indian Reservation, and Fort Mojave
Reservation: correspondence, 1968 (hln001389) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
November 25, 1968, 1968 November 25 (hln001390) (view online)

box 01

Resolution of the General Council of the Las Vegas Indian Colony, 1969 and
Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
February 24, 1969, 1969 February 24 (hln001391) (view online)

box 01

Proposed bill to hold Nevada lands in trust for Native American tribes; street
construction in Las Vegas Paiute Colony: resolution, correspondence, and
meeting minutes, 1969 (hln001392) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony easement and trust status of land: letter and
resolutions, 1969 April 24 to 1969 May 05 (hln001393) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
May 26, 1969, 1969 May 26 (hln001394) (view online)

box 01

Development plan for the Las Vegas Paiute Colony: letter, 1969 June 13
(hln001395) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
October 27, 1969, 1969 October 27 to 1969 November 18 (hln001396) (view
online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
January 26, 1970, and documents related to the Las Vegas Paiute Tribe, 1970
January 26 to 1970 July 27 (hln001397) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
September 28, 1970, 1970 September 28 (hln001398) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony land acquisition: correspondence, 1970 to 1971
(hln001399) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Citizens Committee for Community Improvement meeting minutes,
January 25, 1971, 1971 January 25 (hln001400) (view online)

box 01

Land acquisition for residents of the Las Vegas Paiute Colony:
correspondence, 1970 to 1971 (hln001401) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony: correspondence, 1972 to 1976 (hln001402) (view
online)

box 01

Request for transfer of excess government real property for use by the Las
Vegas Paiute Colony: correspondence, 1973 to 1976 (hln001403) (view online)

box 01

Las Vegas Paiute Colony property damage and improvements:
correspondence, 1976 (hln001404) (view online)

box 01

Descriptions of Native American reservations in Nevada, and Bureau of
Indian Affairs requests for transfer of excess property: correspondence, 1972
to 1973 (hln001405) (view online)

box 01

Bureau of Indian Affairs requests for transfer of excess property:
correspondence, 1972 to 1973 (hln001406) (view online)

box 01
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Las Vegas Paiute Colony: correspondence, resolution, ordinance, 1974
(hln001407) (view online)

box 01

Completion of land transfer from Rocky Mountain Produce Company to Las
Vegas Paiute Colony: correspondence and records, 1974 to 1976 (hln001408)
(view online)

box 01
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