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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Lewis, Marzette, 1940-
Title: Marzette Lewis Papers

ID: MS-00621
Date [inclusive]: 1970 to 2011

Date [bulk]: 1988 to 2009
Physical

Description:
8.76 Cubic Feet (24 boxes) 

Physical
Description:

9.79 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Marzette Lewis Papers (1970-2011) reflect Lewis' extensive
history of activism in the Las Vegas, Nevada community
regarding the education standards of the Clark County School
District (CCSD), and her work to fight discrimination within
the district. The bulk of material dates from 1988 to 2009. It
contains correspondence, Clark County School District (CCSD)
zoning information, CCSD agendas, information on Lewis' two
organizations, Westside Action Alliance Korps (W.A.A.K- U.P.)
and Concerned Citizens, and video and audio recordings.

Preferred Citation
Marzette Lewis Papers, 1970-2011, MS-00621. Special Collections,University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Educational rights activist Marzette Lewis was born in 1940 in Quitman, Mississippi. She first
visited Las Vegas, Nevada in 1953. She moved to Las Vegas permanently in 1960. Lewis is best
known for her educational activism in Nevada. She opposed the local Clark County School District
in order to gain better education opportunities for the families and children of the district and to
end racial and economic discrimination faced by students and employees of the district.
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Lewis coordinated her efforts by creating two organizations, Westside Action Alliance
Korps- Uplifting People (W.A.A.K-U.P) and Concerned Citizens. She was the president of both
organizations. Additionally Lewis was a member of the NAACP Board of Directors, a member of
the Foster Parents of Southern Nevada Association, and a part of the Attendance Zone Advisory
Commission for Clark County (AZAC).
Lewis is also responsible for creating the first magnet elementary school in Las Vegas, Nevada.
As of 2014 Lewis is still a very active member of the Las Vegas community and is concerned with
providing equal and quality education to children, especially those in poor communities.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Marzette Lewis Papers (1970-2011) reflect Lewis' extensive history of activism in the Las
Vegas, Nevada community regarding the education standards of the Clark County School District
(CCSD), and her work to fight discrimination within the district. The bulk of material dates from
1988 to 2009. It contains correspondence, Clark County School District (CCSD) zoning information,
CCSD agendas, information on Lewis' two organizations, W.A.A.K- U.P. and Concerned Citizens,
and video and audio tapes.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials are arranged alphabetically by accession.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research, with the exception of materials that are restricted to protect
personally identifiable information. Restrictions are noted at the file level of this inventory and
will be open for research use January 1, 2074.
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Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections website for more information about reproductions and
permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were donated in 2013 by Marzette Lewis, accession number: 2013-004.

Processing Note
In 2014, as part of a legacy finding aid conversion project, Hana Gutierrez created the collection
description in compliance with current professional standards. In 2016 Joyce Moore updated
and enhanced the collection and entered it into ArchivesSpace.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Collections
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection;
Lewis, Marzette. Interview, 2012 October 30. OH-01113. Oral History Research Center, Special
Collections, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

Separated Materials
Some of the photographs in this acquisition were removed from the collection and placed in
the Marzette Lewis Photographs, 1972-1992. PH-00372. Special Collections, University Libraries,
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Community activists -- Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Education and state -- Nevada
• Clark County School District (Nev.)
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Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Black Steps in the Desert Sands: A Chronicle of African-American involvement
in the Growth of Las Vegas, Nevada book, 1999

box 01

70th Session of BDR List, 1997-1998 box 01 folder
01

Alliance to End Childhood Lead Poisoning, approximately 1988 to 1999 box 01 folder
02

Application for Recognition for Exemption, 1993, 1995 box 01 folder
03

Attendance Zone Advisory Commission (AZAC), approximately 1990 to 1999 box 01 folder
04

Attendance Zone Advisory Commission (AZAC) meetings and membership
list, 1994 to 1998

box 01 folder
05

Bills and Resolutions, undated box 01 folder
07

Calvin McClay School and Medical Records, approximately 1990 to 1999 box 02 folder
01

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1990 to 1994 box 02 folder
02

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1995 February to 1995 July box 02 folder
03

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1995 October to 1995 December box 02 folder
04

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1996 January box 02 folder
05

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1996 May box 02 folder
06

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1997 to 1998 box 03 folder
01

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1999 to 2003 box 03 folder
02

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2010 box 03 folder
03

CCSD Attendance Zone Advisory Committee, 1994-2003 box 03 folder
04

CCSD Notice of Meeting and Public Input Meetings, 1994-1998 box 03 folder
05

CCSD Regulations and Policies, approximately 1990s
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box 03 folder
06

Charles I. West Middle Band and Involvement Records, 1997-1999 box 04 folder
01

Child Development and Behavior and Special Education Information,
1997-1999

box 04 folder
02

Cities in Schools: school attendance program, 1993 box 04 folder
03

CCSD child behavior pamphlets, 1990s box 04 folder
04

CCSD memorandum, news letters, 1990s box 04 folder
05

CCSD superintendents, 1990s box 05 folder
01

Clyde Dinkins Correspondence, 2000 box 05 folder
02

Community Resources Square and Elementary Education Division, 1992-1995 box 05 folder
03

Complaints Against the Clark County School District, 2002-2003 box 05 folder
04

Correspondence with various parties, 1993-2001 box 05 folder
05

Decisions Driving Seminar, undated box 05 folder
07

Department of Human Resources Welfare Division and foster parent
information, approximately 1990 to 1999

box 05 folder
08

Telephone Directories for Las Vegas, Nevada, 1996-2001 box 06 folder
01

Diversity and Sensitivity Training Subcommittee, undated box 06 folder
02

Division of Child And Family Services, approximately 1990s- 2003 box 06 folder
03

E. Louis Overstreet Project Engineering, 1997-1999 box 06 folder
05

Edison School Records, 2001 box 06 folder
06

Educational Programs and Community Development, 1986 to 1999 box 06 folder
07

Elementary School Data and School Zoning information, 1995 to 1997 box 07 folder
01

Friends Helping Neighbors and Charter Schools, 1993-1997
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box 07 folder
02

Grant Proposal, 1993 box 07 folder
03

Greeting Cards, 1993-2000 box 07 folder
04

H. P. Fitzgerald Elementary School records, 1993-1995 box 07 folder
05

High School data, 1990-1995 box 07 folder
06

Improving America's School Act of 1994, 1994 box 07 folder
07

Las Vegas Review Journal news articles, 1992-2003 box 08 folder
02

Las Vegas Sun news articles, 1994-2003 box 08 folder
03

Legal Shield Addendum and Will questionnaire, undated box 08 folder
04

Magnet School data, 1996-2002 box 08 folder
05

Marzette Lewis Court material, 2004 box 08 folder
06

The Metro Report: information on violence and homelessness, 1990s box 08 folder
08

Middle school data and zoning information, 1995-1996 box 09 folder
01

Miscellaneous: event pamphlets, school district reports, 1985-2004 box 09 folder
02

Miscellaneous agendas, 1995-2000 box 09 folder
03

Miscellaneous fliers, 1993-2002 box 09 folder
04

Miscellaneous handwritten notes, undated box 09 folder
05

Multicultural Program in School, 1992-1995 box 09 folder
06

Business cards, undated box 10 folder
01

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, 1993-1998 box 10 folder
02

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People membership,
1998-1999

box 10 folder
03
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Nevada Foster Care Association, 1991-2000 box 10 folder
04

Nevada Public Schools Report, 1996 June box 10 folder
05

CCSD information, 2000-2004 box 10 folder
06

News articles: library closures, black rights, and education issues, 1994-2003 box 10 folder
07

Parent Teacher Association and PACE, 1991-1993 box 10 folder
08

Photographs and Obituary of Alfred Brown Jr., 1988-2003 box 10 folder
09

Primary and General Elections and other political information, 1992-2005 box 11 folder
01

Prime 6 Education Proposal, 1991-2003 box 11 folder
02

Concerned Parents and Citizens: attendance records, 1992 box 11 folder
03

Sands Hotel and Casino photo holders and blank insurance form, undated box 11 folder
05

School Zoning Maps for Nevada, 1992-1995 box 11 folder
07

Sin City Post Mortem: Stories of Real Police Brutality book, 1993 box 12

Sprint records and controversy over summer of 1995 Sprint directory cover
image, 1995

box 12 folder
01

State of Nevada Documents, 1992-2000 box 12 folder
02

Step-up Program and Unity in the Community, 1994-1996 box 12 folder
03

Various middle school records, 1991-1994 box 12 folder
05

Economic Opportunity Board, 1995-1996 box 12 folder
06

Westside Action Alliance Korps - Uplifting People agendas (W.A.A.K- U.P.),
1993-2003

box 12 folder
07

W.A.A.K-U.P. announcements and fliers, 1992-2003 box 13 folder
01

W.A.A.K-U.P. correspondence, 1993-2000 box 13 folder
02

W.A.A.K-U.P. mission and membership lists, 1992-1997
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box 13 folder
03

W.A.A.K-U.P. petition against the renaming of Madison Elementary School,
2000

box 13 folder
04

W.A.A.K-U.P. meeting attendance sheets, 1994-2003 box 13 folder
05

Western Region Economic Summit, 1998 box 13 folder
06

"A Parents' Guide to Special Education in the Clark County School District",
1993

box 14

A Cultural Celebration of African-American Heritage Kwanzaa, 1993
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 14

Annual Report for Professionals and Youth Building A Commitment,
1994-1995

box 14

2nd Annual Liberty Banquet, 1994 box 14

2002 Southern Nevada Multicultural Resources, 2002 box 14

CCSD Excellence in Education Hall of Fame, 1994 May 11 box 14

CCSD Parent Hall of Fame, 1994 May 11 box 14

CCSD Elementary Schools, 1995 June box 14

Decisions Driving, undated box 14

District One Voters Registration Committee, 2003 box 14

Douglass Alumni Association Los Angeles Chapter, 1988 box 14

Douglass Alumni Souvenir Booklet, 1990 box 14

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. (MLK) Committee 12th annual banquet, 1993 box 14

Dr. MLK Committee of Las Vegas, Nevada box 14

Dr. MLK Committee 13th annual banquet, 1994
Physical Description: 3 Items 

box 15

Edison Schools, undated box 15

Emerge: Black America's News Magazine, 2000 March box 15

Gilbert Magnet Schools, 1994-1995 box 15

King Chamber Magazine: Jah Somalia, undated box 15

Kit Carson Elementary School, undated box 15

King Chamber Magazine: Volume 1 Issue 12, 1990 September 12 box 15

Yearbook: Madison Remembered 1952-2002, 2002 box 15

H. P. Fitzgerald Home of the Falcons, 1993-1994 box 15
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Physical Description: 0.1 Linear Feet (2 copies) 

Miss Nevada USA and Miss Nevada Teen USA pageants, 1995 box 15

Multicultural-multiethnic books for grades K-12, 1992-1993 box 15

NAACP 1993 Banquet, 1993
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 15

NAACP 1992 Banquet, 1992
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 15

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), 1994 box 15

Pins, name badge, and graduation tassel, undated box 16

National Douglass Alumni Corporations 16th Annual Convention, 1994
Physical Description: 0.1 Linear Feet (2 copies) 

box 16

Nevada Partners Family Album, 1992 Summer box 16

Parent and Excellence in Education Hall of Hall Award Ceremony, 1999
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 16

Nevada State AFL-CIO Scholarship Dinner, 1994
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 16

Principles of Good Policing, 1993 March
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 16

Saving America's Children, 1992 box 16

Sierra Nevada Arms Project, 1995 box 16

Sixth Scarborough Family Reunion, 1993 box 16

Southern Nevada Multicultural Resources, 1996 Fall box 16

The African American Academy Parent Handbook, 1996-1999 box 16

The Historic Moulin Rouge Preservation Association, 1995 box 16

The New Crisis: The Magazine of Opportunities and Ideas, 1999 March to 1999
April

box 16

Certificates of Commendation to Lewis from Senator Harry Reid, 1999
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 16

Clark County, Nevada School District meetings and Board meeting recordings,
approximately 1990 to 1999

Physical Description: 13 Audio Cassettes 
Physical Description: 14 VHS Tapes 

box 17

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1994 box 18 folder
01

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1995 February to 1995 March
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box 18 folder
02

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1995 April to 1995 July box 18 folder
03

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 1996 to 2000 box 18 folder
04

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2009 June 01 to 2009 June 02 box 18 folder
05

Clark County School District (CCSD) agenda, 2009 June 25 box 18 folder
06

Clark County School District (CCSD) agenda, 2009 June 25 box 19 folder
01

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2009 July box 19 folder
02

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2009 August box 19 folder
03-04

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2009 September box 19 folder
05

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2009 October box 19 folder
06

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2009 November box 20 folder
01

Clark County School District (CCSD) agenda, 2009 November 18 box 20 folder
02

Clark County School District (CCSD) agenda, 2009 December 10 box 20 folder
03

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2010 January box 20 folder
04

Clark County School District (CCSD) agenda, 2010 January 04 box 20 folder
05

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2010 May to 2010 October box 21 folder
01

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2010 November box 21 folder
02

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2010 December box 21 folder
03

Clark County School District (CCSD) agendas, 2011 box 21 folder
04

CCSD Board of Trustees, 2003-2011 box 21 folder
05

Civil Action, 1970, 2003
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box 21 folder
06

Clark County School District, 1994-2009 box 21 folder
07

Correspondence, 1996-2009 box 22 folder
01

Curriculum Overview for CCSD grade K-12, 2009 box 22 folder
02

Demographics and zoning, 2007-2009 box 22 folder
03

Educational proposals and reforms, 1995-1999 box 22 folder
04

Magnet and Career Technical Academies, 1998-2008 box 22 folder
05

Miscellaneous fliers and notes, 2000-2009 box 22 folder
06

News articles, 1995-2009 box 22 folder
07

Newspaper clippings, 2009 box 23 folder
01

Handwritten notes, approximately 1990s box 23 folder
02

Prime 6 Educational proposal, 1992-2009 box 23 folder
03

U.S. Department of Education, 1994-2009 box 23 folder
04

Unity in the Community, 1994 box 23 folder
05

W.A.A.K-U.P., 1991-1996 box 23 folder
06

West Prep K-12 Study, 2009 box 23 folder
07

Lewis family medical and school records, approximately 1990 to 1999
Physical Description: 4 Files 

Restricted: Materials in this box are restricted to protect personally
identifiable information and will be open for research use on January 1,
2074.

box 24
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