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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Brown, Lori Lipman, 1958-
Title: Lori Lipman Brown Papers

ID: MS-00346
Date [inclusive]: 1975 to 2009

Date [bulk]: 1993-2000
Physical

Description:
11.13 Cubic Feet (13 boxes, 2 oversized boxes) 

Physical
Description:

9.67 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Lori Lipman Brown Papers date from 1975 to 2009 and
document former Nevada State Senator Lori Lipman Brown's
political career. It includes correspondence and materials from
Brown's service as a Nevada State Senator from 1992 to 1994,
case files from her defamation lawsuit against Nevada State
Senator Kathy Augustine, and papers from her work opposing
the Nevada Question 2 ballot measure on same-sex marriage in
2000. The collection also contains photocopies of biographical
materials and personal and publicity photographs of Brown, as
well as material from her time working with local high school
and commmunity theatre programs.

Preferred Citation
Lori Lipman Brown Papers, 1975-2009. MS-00346. Special Collections and Archives, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada. http://n2t.net/ark:/62930/f1d60w

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Former Nevada State Senator Lori Lipman Brown works as a lawyer, educator, civil rights
advocate, and secular activist in the United States. Born in New York on June 17, 1958, Brown
graduated from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV), and then received her Juris Doctor
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from Southwestern University School of Law in 1983. After working as an attorney, Brown
returned to UNLV and took courses to get her teaching license and went to work as a high school
teacher.
In 1992, voters elected Brown to the Nevada State Senate. As a senator she supported the repeal
of the Nevada sodomy statute, funding for social workers, mental health care, and education.
Brown lost her reelection campaign to Kathy Augustine. Following the loss, Brown succesfully
sued Augustine for defamation over Augustine's claims that Brown refused to pray or say the
Pledge of Allegiance on the floor of the State Senate.
Following her service in the State Senate, Brown supported progressive causes in Nevada. She
worked with Equal Rights Nevada to oppose Question 2 which defined marriage as only a union
between a man and woman in 2000. Brown ran unsuccessfully for the Nevada Supreme Court in
2004. She served as the first director of the congressional lobby group the Secular Coalition for
Americans from 2005 to 2009. She represented nonreligious Americans and lobbied on issues of
religion and civil law.
Source:
"Lori Lipman Brown, Founding Director Emeritus (2005-2009)." Secular Coalition for America.
Accessed July 21, 2014. http://secular.org/bios/Lori_Lipman_Brown.html

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Lori Lipman Brown Papers date from 1975 to 2009 and document former Nevada State
Senator Lori Lipman Brown's political career. It includes correspondence and materials from
Brown's service as a Nevada State Senator from 1992 to 1994, including documents related to SB
466 overturning the Nevada sodomy law, case files from her defamation lawsuit against Nevada
State Senator Kathy Augustine, and papers from her work opposing the Nevada Question 2 ballot
measure on same-sex marriage in 2000. The collection also contains photocopies of biographical
materials and personal and publicity photographs of Brown. Other materials in the collection
include souvenir t-shirts collected by Brown, campaign ephemera, materials from Brown's 2004
run for Nevada Supreme Court, and her work in the community and high school theatre.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Material remains in original order.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access
Collection is open for research, with the exception of materials that are restricted to protect
personally identifiable information. Restrictions are noted at the file level of this inventory.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were donated in 1995, 2001, 2006, and 2008 by Lori Lipman Brown via Dennis
McBride; accession numbers 1995-10, 2001-029, 2006-016, and an accretion in 2008. Additional
materials were donated by Lori Lipman Brown in 2023; accession number 2023-051.

Processing Note
Material was partially processed by Special Collections staff. In 2014, as part of a legacy finding
aid conversion project, Hannah Robinson wrote the collection description and entered the
data into ArchivesSpace. In 2017, as part of an archival backlog elimination project, Angela
Moor revised the collection description to bring it into compliance with current professional
standards. In 2023, Sarah Jones processed the materials donated in 2023 by Lori Lipman Brown,
and updated the finding aid in ArchivesSpace.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Collections
The following resource may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
Lori Lipman Brown Oral History Interview, 1998 March 17. OH-00133. Special Collections and
Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Legislators
• Gay rights
• Women lawyers
• photographs
• Women -- Political activity
• Same-sex marriage -- Law and legislation -- Nevada
• Theater programs
• Nevada Campaign for Choice Committee

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Photocopies of biographical and personal materials, undated box 01 folder
01

Political papers and newspaper clippings, 1992-1994
Physical Description: 2 Files 

box 01 folder
02

Photographs of Lori Lipman Brown, 1976-1994
Physical Description: 17 Photographic Prints 

box 01 folder
03

Resumes, 1980s-1990s box 02 folder
01

AB 578, 1993 box 02 folder
02

Augustine, Kathy campaign materials, 1992-1994 box 02 folder
03

Augustine, Kathy National Foundation for Women Legislators reception, 1994 box 02 folder
04

Campaign material for Lori Lipman Brown, 1992-1993 box 02 folder
05

Campaign material for Lori Lipman Brown, 1994 box 02 folder
06

Kenney, Jack campaign material, 1992 box 02 folder
07

Legislative prayers issue, 1993
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box 02 folder
08

Correspondence: McBride, Dennis, 1998 box 02 folder
09

Correspondence: Nevada Women's Archives, 1996 box 02 folder
10

Position statements, 1992-1993 box 02 folder
11

Press clippings, 1993 box 02 folder
12

Press file, 1993 box 02 folder
13

Press file, 1994 box 02 folder
14

Publications: Commentary column by Lori Lipman Brown from the Vegas
News, photocopies, 1993-1994

box 02 folder
15

Publications: letters to the editor by Lori Lipman Brown, 1997, 2001 box 02 folder
16

Brown v. Augustine et al. defamation suit, 1993-1997

Court case: Brown v. Augustine, et al., 1994 box 02 folder
17

Contents, undated box 02 folder
18

Complaint, 1994 November 02 box 02 folder
19

Amended complaint, 1994 November 02 box 02 folder
20

Lowden, Raggio, Rawson anti-Brown campaign flier, 1994 November 04 box 02 folder
21

Joyce and Joyce advertising motion to dismiss, 1994 December 06 box 02 folder
22

Lowden, Raggio, Rawson motion to dismiss, 1994 December 16 box 02 folder
23

Brown's opposition to motion to dismiss, 1994 December 16 box 02 folder
24

Affidavit of Brown, 1994 December 16 box 02 folder
25

Augustine's motion to dismiss, 1994 December 30 box 02 folder
26

Brown's opposition to Augustine's motion to dismiss, 1995 January 07
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box 02 folder
27

Brown's supplemental opposition to motion to dismiss, 1995 January 07 box 02 folder
28

Brown's opposition to Raggio's et al. motion to dismiss, 1995 January 07 box 02 folder
29

Augustine's reply to Brown's opposition to Augustine's motion to dismiss,
1995 January 12

box 02 folder
30

Raggio's, et al. reply supporting motion to dismiss, 1995 January 13 box 02 folder
31

Joyce's reply supporting motion to dismiss, 1995 January 13 box 02 folder
32

Brown's supplemental points and authorities, 1995 January 17 box 02 folder
33

Recusal of Judge Jeffrey D. Sobel, 1995 January 31 box 02 folder
34

Transcript of hearing, 1995 March 17 box 02 folder
35

Notice of entry of order granting motion for summary judgment, 1995
April 03

box 02 folder
36

Augustine's motion for attorney's fees and costs, 1995 May 13 box 02 folder
37

Brown's opposition to Augustine's motion for attorney's fees and costs,
1995 May 11

box 02 folder
38

Augustine's reply to Brown's opposition to Augustine's motion for
attorney's fees, 1995 May 17

box 02 folder
39

Appellants opening brief, 1995 July 21 box 02 folder
40

Augustine's answering brief, 1995 August 18 box 02 folder
41

Raggio, Lowden, Rawson answering brief, 1995 August 23 box 02 folder
42

Appellants reply to Augustine, 1995 September 16 box 02 folder
43

Motion to supplement the record on appeal, 1995 September 16 box 02 folder
44

Opposition to motion to supplement the record on appeal, 1995
September 26

box 02 folder
45

Appellants reply to Raggio, Lowden, Rawson, 1995 September 30 box 02 folder
46

Order of remand, 1996 December 20

- Page 8-



Guide to the Lori Lipman Brown Papers

box 02 folder
47

Motion for stay, 1997 January 16 box 02 folder
48

Opposition to motion for stay, 1997 January 29 box 02 folder
49

Plaintiff's objection to assignment of visiting judge, 1997 February 18 box 02 folder
50

Augustine's, et al. letter of "apology", 1997 box 02 folder
51

Brennan, Judge James connection, 1989-1990 box 02 folder
52

Correspondence, 1994-1997 box 02 folder
53

Newspaper clippings, 1993-1997 box 02 folder
54

Press releases, 1994 box 02 folder
55

Senate Bill 466, sodomy law repeal, 1993

Anti-repeal, 1993 box 02 folder
56

Pro-repeal, 1993 box 02 folder
57

Research by Legislative Counsel Bureau, 1993 box 02 folder
58

Telephone call registers for and against SB 466, 1993 May 21 box 02 folder
59

Telephone call registers for and against SB 466, 1993 May 24 box 02 folder
60

Telephone call registers for and against SB 466, 1993 May 25 box 02 folder
61

Telephone call registers for and against SB 466, 1993 May 26 box 02 folder
62

Telephone call registers for and against SB 466, 1993 May 27 box 02 folder
63

Telephone call registers for and against SB 466, 1993 May 28 box 02 folder
64

Donald Knoll v. State of Nevada sodomy case, 1993

Letter of transmittal from attorney Kevin M. Kelly to Senator Lori Lipman
Brown, 1993

box 02 folder
65
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Petition for writ of habeas corpus to declare NRS 201.190
unconstitutional, 1993 February 04

box 02 folder
66

Index to petition for writ of habeas corpus with exhibits, 1993 February
04

box 02 folder
67

Brief of amicus curiae in support of petitioner for writ of habeas corpus,
1993 January

box 02 folder
68

Awards and honors: American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), 1994 box 03 folder
01

Biographical material, 1993-1994 box 03 folder
02

Campaign materials: Nevada State Senate, District 7, 1992 box 03 folder
03

Campaign materials: Nevada State Senate, District 7, bumper stickers, 1992 box 03 folder
04

Campaign materials: Nevada State Senate, District 7, 1994 box 03 folder
05

Campaign materials: Nevada Supreme Court, 2004 box 03 folder
06

Publicity black-and-white photographs of Lori Lipman Brown, 1980s-1990s
Physical Description: 4 Photographic Prints 

box 03 folder
07

Publications: Commentary column by Lori Lipman Brown from the Vegas
News, photocopies, 1993-1994

box 03 folder
08

Brown v. Augustine, et al., bound case files, 1994-1995 box 03 folder
09

Brown v. Augustine, et al.: amended complaint, 1994 November 02 box 03 folder
10

Brown v. Augustine, et al.: transcript of hearing, 1995 March 17 box 03 folder
11

Brown v. Augustine, et al.: Appeal from grant of summary judgment by the
Eighth Judicial District Court: appellant's opening brief, 1995 June 21

box 03 folder
12

Brown v. Augustine, et al.: Augustine's answering brief, 1995 August 18 box 03 folder
13

Brown v. Augustine, et al.: Raggio, Lowden, Rawson answering brief, 1995
August 23

box 03 folder
14

Brown v. Augustine, et al.: Appellant's reply to Augustine, 1995 September 16 box 03 folder
15

Brown v. Augustine, et al.: Appellant's amended reply to Raggio, Lowden,
Rawson, 1995 September 30

box 03 folder
16

Brown v. Augustine, et al.: resolution, 1997
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box 03 folder
17

National Directory of Women Elected Officials: Washington, DC: National
Women's Political Caucus, 1993; Lori Lipman Brown, p. 176, 1993

box 04 folder
01

Legislative Materials, Nevada State Senate, 1993-1994

Nevada State Assembly Journals, 67th session, bound, 1993 box 04 folder
02

Nevada State Senate Journals, 67th session, bound, 1993 box 04 folder
03

Legislative Manual, State of Nevada; Carson City, Nevada: Legislative
Counsel Bureau, Bulletin no. 93-23, 1993

box 04 folder
04

Index and Tables of Bills and Resolutions Introduced in the Nevada State
Senate and Assembly through, 1993 June 27

box 04 folder
05

Index and Tables of Bills and Resolutions Introduced in the Nevada State
Senate and Assembly through, adjournment, 1993 July 02

box 04 folder
06

List of Bill Drafts Requested for the 1993 Legislative Session State of
Nevada through, 1993 March 23

box 04 folder
07

List of Bill Drafts Requested for the 1993 Legislative Session State of
Nevada: Final, 1993

box 04 folder
08

Summary of Legislation, Nevada State Legislature, 67th session, 1993 box 04 folder
09

Senate stationary, calling cards, 1993 box 04 folder
10

Bills sponsored or co-sponsored by Lori Lipman Brown, 1993 box 04 folder
11

Nevada Senate nameplate, 1993 box 04 folder
12

Senate Daily Journals: requested remarks, 1993 June-July box 04 folder
13

Bills sponsored by Lori Lipman Brown, 1993 box 04 folder
14

Lori Lipman Brown's legislative correspondence, 1993-1994
Physical Description: 4 Files 

box 05 folder
01

End of session speech, 1993 box 05 folder
02

Nevada Supreme Campaign ephemera, 2004 box 05 folder
03

Nevadans for Constitutional Equality financial records, 1993-1994 box 05 folder
04

Progressive Leadership Alliance of Nevada plan, electoral campaign school,
2002 March 03

box 05 folder
05
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Question 2, Nevada Marriage Amendment, materials, 2000-2002 box 05

Question 2 Coalition for the Protection of Marriage in Nevada spy, 2000

Access: This folder is restricted due to the presence of personally
identifiable information.

box 05 folder
06

Question 2 Coalition for the Protection of Marriage in Nevada: Marriage
Protection Pledge, 2002

box 05 folder
07

Question 2 Equal Rights Nevada press kit, 2000-2002 box 05 folder
08

Question 2 emails, notes, publications, ephemera, 2000-2002 box 05 folder
09

Question 2 newspaper clippings, 2000-2002 box 05 folder
10

Question 2 emails, forms, notes, ephemera, 2000-2002 box 05 folder
11

Business cards Lori Lipman Brown, undated box 05 folder
12

Nameplates Lori Lipman Brown, 1993 box 05 folder
13

Campaign pin-back buttons from campaign for Nevada State Senate, District
7, 1993-1994

box 05 folder
14

Lori Lipman Brown vinyl Nevada Supreme Court campaign signs, 2004
Physical Description: 3 Items 

box 05 folder
15

The American Council of Young Political Leaders, participant material, 1993
October

box 05 folder
16

T-shirts, 1975-2007 box 06

Sugar-bear character: Martin Van Burn High School senior t-shirt, 1975 box 06 item 01

Las Vegas Little Theater- t-shirt was printed two decades later for the 25th
anniversary celebration; Lori performed in the 1970s in Public Eye/ Public
Ear as Dora; see back of t-shirt for show name listing, 1990s

box 06 item 02

Southwestern softball t-shirt from law school, 1981 box 06 item 03

Super Bowl 10k run t-shirt during law school in Manhattan Beach area,
1983

box 06 item 04

Wanted t-shirt: distributed at a party for local young lawyers Lance
Landers, 1980s

box 06 item 05

GLAC t-shirt: Clark County School district middle school English
curriculum team, 1980s

box 06 item 06

Love Has No Color: official Vo-Tech High Human Relations Club t-shirt,
1990s

box 06 item 07

Oliver t-shirt: Lori assisted backstage during this show directed by
Georgia Nue, 1990

box 06 item 08
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Running for Office t-shirt: NEA PAC fundraiser run during Representative
Assembly in DC, 1992 July

box 06 item 09

Healthy Future: campaign t-shirts, 1992 box 06 item 10

Senate versus Assembly softball t-shirt, 1993 box 06 item 11

Clean Up the Town (on back): campaign t-shirts worn while cleaning up
vacant lots, 1992

box 06 item 12

I Support Lori Lipman Brown campaign t-shirt, 1994 box 06 item 13

Last Summer at Bluefish Cove t-shirt: Lori played Kitty Cochrane in this
Center Stage production, signed by cast members, 1999

box 06 item 14

A Very Gay Christmas Carol t-shirt: Lori played the narrator, Marilyn
Monroe, 2000

box 06 item 15

Drama Festival 2001 t-shirt: Lori and the other Clark County high school
drama teachers participated in developing and executing a festival for the
students each year, 2001

box 06 item 16

Beltway Atheists t-shirt: Lori moved to DC in September 2005 and became
director of the Secular Coalition for America, 2006

box 06 item 17

Harvard Humanist Chaplaincy celebration t-shirt, 2007 box 06 item 18

Crystal Clear Atheism: t-shirt and tote bag from conference, 2007 box 06 item 19

2023 Addition, approximately 1980 to 2009

box 07News clippings related to Lori Lipman Brown's political activity
(unsorted), approximately 1980 to 2009

box 08

box 09News clippings related to Lori Lipman Brown and Paul Brown (unsorted),
approximately 1980 to 2009

box 10

El Dorado High School and Vo-Tech High School theatre production
videotapes, 1988 to 2000

Physical Description: 7 VHS Tapes 

box 11

Community theatre in Las Vegas, Nevada production videotapes,
approximately 1980 to 2002

Physical Description: 8 VHS Tapes 

box 11

Walt Disney World screen test, NBC Experience, Masturbation Liberation
video, and Hadassah's 81st Convention videotapes, approximately 1985 to
1995

Physical Description: 4 VHS Tapes 

box 11

Lori Lipman Brown interviews, panel discussions, luncheons, and other
event videotapes, approximately 1992 to 2003

Physical Description: 10 VHS Tapes 

box 12

Paul R. Brown interviews, panel discussions, and event videotapes,
approximately 1995 to 2005

box 12
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Physical Description: 10 VHS Tapes 

Senate Committee on Credentials, Assembly Committee on Education;
Senate Chamber; KLAV Talk Show; Lou Epton interviews Brown;
Christian Coalition Candidate Forum; Lou Epton Show; Sisolak on Ralston;
Ed Uling show with Mel Lipman: videocassettes, approximately 1992 to
1999

Physical Description: 12 Audio Cassettes 

box 13

"Theatre scrapbook #2" with news clippings, programs, photographs, and
ephemera, approximately 1980 to 1999

box 13

"Theatre scrapbook #1" with newsclippings, photographs, print outs,
ephemera, and programs, approximately 1980 to 1999

oversized
box 15

El Dorado High School, Vo-Tech High School, and Center Stage theatre
production flyers, articles, programs, and ephemera, approximately 1980
to 1999

oversized
box 14

oversized
box 14

T-shirts, hat, water bottle, pins and buttons, vinyl sign, awards, and travel
mug related to Lori Lipman Brown's campaign and theatre work, 1980 to
1999

box 13
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