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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Edwards, Elbert B.
Title: Elbert Edwards Papers

ID: MS-00311
Date [inclusive]: 1869-1988

Physical
Description:

5.62 Linear Feet (6 boxes and 1 oversize flat box) 

Physical
Description:

5.24 Cubic Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Elbert Edwards Papers (1869-1988) consist of manuscripts,
newspaper clippings, and audio recordings documenting the
history of Southern Nevada. The materials were compiled by
Las Vegas, Nevada educator Elbert Edwards and contain a heavy
emphasis on Mormon history. Other items of interest include
biographies of Southern Nevada officials, Boulder City Cemetery
genealogical records, and reports from the Clark County School
District.

Preferred Citation
Elbert Edwards Papers, 1896-1988. MS-00311. Special Collections and Archives, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Born in 1907 in Panaca, Nevada to pioneer Mormon settlers, Elbert Edwards attended the
University of Nevada, Reno before moving to Las Vegas, Nevada to accept a teaching position at
the newly opened Las Vegas High School in 1929. Edwards taught seventh-grade social studies
and also served as Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction and later was promoted to
Superintendent of the Las Vegas School District. During his 37-year tenure, he also authored
numerous publications on Nevada history, especially concerning Mormonism.
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In addition to his school service, Edwards was president and executive secretary of the Nevada
Scholastic League for eleven years, was a member of the Rotary Club, and served on the Nevada
Public Employees Retirement Board. Edwards was also a member of the original Boulder City
Charter and the City Civil Service Commission. He spent sixteen years as a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Nevada Historical Society. In 1977, the Elbert B. Edwards Elementary School was
named in his honor. He died in 1989 at the age of 82.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Elbert Edwards Papers (1869-1988) consist of manuscripts, newspaper clippings, and audio
recordings documenting the history of Southern Nevada. The materials were compiled by Las
Vegas, Nevada educator Elbert Edwards and contain a heavy emphasis on Mormon history.
Other items of interest include biographies of Southern Nevada officials, Boulder City Cemetery
genealogical records, and reports from the Clark County School District.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials are arranged alphabetically.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access
Collection is open for research. If use copies of the recordings do not exist, reformatting/
production of use copies is required before access will be granted; this may delay research
requests. Advanced notice is required.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections and Archives website for more information about
reproductions and permissions to publish.
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Aquisition Note
Materials were donated in 1990 by Mary Edwards; accession number 1990-032.

Processing Note
Material was processed by Marie Imus in 1995. In 2014, as part of a legacy finding aid
conversion project, Ian M. Baldwin revised and enhanced the collection description to bring
it into compliance with current professional standards. In 2017, as part of an archival backlog
elimination project, Melise Leech rehoused and arranged the materials, and revised the
collection description to bring it into compliance with current professional standards.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Materials
Elbert Edwards Photograph Collection, 1852-1991. PH-00214. Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Las Vegas (Nev.) -- History
• Mormon Church
• Nevada -- History
• Genealogy
• photographs

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

"The Church Background in Southern Nevada": manuscript and
correspondence, 1976

box 01 folder
01

"Clover Valley" manuscript, undated
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box 01 folder
02

"Early Mormon Settlements in Southern Nevada": manuscript, maps, and
photographs, undated

box 01 folder
03

"Edwards Family Heritage" manuscript, 1980 box 01 folder
04

"Eldorado Canyon" manuscript, 1974 box 01 folder
05

"Frontier Fidelity Centennial Series" manuscript and correspondence,
1962-1964

box 01 folder
06

"The History of Clark County": manuscript and correspondence, 1942-1968 box 01 folder
07

"The History of Lincoln and Clark Counties" manuscript, undated box 01 folder
08

"The History of Southern Nevada": manuscript and correspondence,
1932-1936

box 01 folder
09-14

"Hoover Dam and Boulder City" notes, undated box 01 folder
15

"Las Vegas Settlement" manuscript, undated box 01 folder
16

"Maude Frazier": manuscript, correspondence, newsclippings, and ephemera,
1967-1979

box 01 folder
17

"Mormon Influences in Southern Nevada" manuscript, undated box 01 folder
18

"The Mormon Mission" manuscript, undated box 01 folder
19

"Mormon Settlements in Southern Nevada": manuscript and correspondence,
1964

box 01 folder
20

"Nevada School Land Grants" manuscript, 1969 box 01 folder
21

"Old Spanish Trail Committee" correspondence, undated box 01 folder
22

"Our Natural Boundary": manuscript and correspondence, 1967 box 01 folder
23

"A Short History of Nevada" correspondence, 1934-1936 box 01 folder
24

"Annals of the Southern Utah Mission" manuscript, 1956 box 02 folder
01

"Autobiographical Sketches of Arthur Knight and Orilla Woods Hafen"
manuscript, 1964

box 02 folder
02

"The Ballad of Tonopah Bill" manuscript notes, undated
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box 02 folder
03

Book reviews, 1971-1973 box 02 folder
04

"A Short History of the State of Nevada" manuscripts, 1930-1939 box 01 folder
25-36

Boulder City Charter, 1959 box 02 folder
05

"A Brief Sketch of the Life and Family of Milton Lafayette Lee" manuscript,
undated

box 02 folder
06

"A Case for Granting Federal Land to Help Satisfy Public School Needs"
report, 1964

box 02 folder
07

"Cherry Creek Reminiscence" manuscript, 1965 box 02 folder
08

"Clark County" manuscript, undated box 02 folder
09

Correspondence, 1930-1977 box 02 folder
10-14

"The Cows and Cattle Industry of Early Lincoln County, Nevada" manuscript,
1966

box 02 folder
15

"Diaries of Francois Xavier": notes and photocopies, undated box 02 folder
16

"Early Church Service in Las Vegas and Rhyolite": manuscript and
correspondence, 1924-1965

box 02 folder
17

"Early Nevada Settlements" notes, 1961 box 02 folder
18

"Excerpts from the Diary of John Steele" manuscript, undated box 02 folder
19

"Family and Memoirs of Henry Hudson Lee" manuscript, undated box 02 folder
20

"Fort Mojave Letters" manuscripts, undated box 02 folder
21

"The Great Train Robbery at Verdi" school report, 1967 box 02 folder
22

"A History of Clark County Schools" manuscript, 1986 box 02 folder
23

"A History of Lincoln County" manuscript, 1938 box 02 folder
24

"A History of Lincoln County" manuscript, 1958 box 02 folder
25

"Hoover Dam Oral History Interview" transcript, 1986
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box 02 folder
26

"James Smith Abbott" biography, undated box 02 folder
27

James S. Abbott, Edward Bunker, Heber Herbert, and Betsy Leavitt Hardy:
biography and records, 1913-1944

box 02 folder
28

"Joseph Smith" speech, 1967 box 02 folder
29

Journal and notes, undated box 02 folder
30

"Marion Keele": Manuscripts and notes, undated box 02 folder
31

Biographical note cards, undated box 02 folder
32

"Nevada Governors" manuscript, 1959 box 02 folder
33

"My History: James Taylor" manuscript, undated box 02 folder
34

"My Story: John Hyrum Wittwer" manuscript, 1971 box 02 folder
35

National Mustang Association, Inc. brochure, undated box 02 folder
36

"Nevada History and Settlements": manuscript and newsclippings, 1973 box 02 folder
37

Newsclippings and articles, 1935-1977 box 02 folder
38-39

Notes, undated box 02 folder
40

"Old Mining Memoirs" sketches, undated box 02 folder
41

Postcards and ephemera, 1936-1981 box 02 folder
42

"Knowledge about the History of Westpoint" transcript, 1988 box 02 folder
43

"Portions of the Diary of Lorenzo Brown" manuscript, undated box 02 folder
44

"Preliminary Report of the General Features of the Military Reconnaissance
through Southern Nevada" photocopy, 1869

box 02 folder
45

"Preserving Nevada's Indian Culture" newsclipping, 1968 box 02 folder
46

"Public School Land Grant Study" report, undated
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box 02 folder
47

Publications, 1967-1975 box 02 folder
48

Receipts, 1965-1985 box 02 folder
49

Resource materials, 1950-1973 box 02 folder
50

"Resource Unit: Nevada History, Geography, and Government" report, 1963 box 02 folder
51

"Sarah Alydia Terry Winsor" biography, 1961 box 02 folder
52

Sources, 1934-1981 box 02 folder
53

"Fascism, Capitalism, and Communism" reports, 1937 box 02 folder
54

"Oral History Project, A-D" bibliography, 1966 box 02 folder
55

"The Story of Pioche" manuscript, 1907 box 02 folder
56

"Education" term report, 1955 box 02 folder
57

"Vegasland: Stories Seldom Told" manuscript, 1962 box 02 folder
58

"The Abner Blackburn Diary": manuscript and correspondence, 1973 box 03 folder
01

"Autobiography of James Leithead" photocopy, 1960 box 03 folder
02

"Biographical Notes from the Life of Joseph I. Earl" biography, undated box 03 folder
03

"Dollie" manuscript, 1960 box 03 folder
04

"The Life Sketch of James Smith Abbott" manuscript, 1932 box 03 folder
05

"Material for Nevada State Governors": notes and newsclippings, 1964 box 03 folder
06

"Material for Nevada State Publications": notes and newsclippings, 1965-1967 box 03 folder
07

"Materials for Steamboats on the Colorado": notes and brochures, 1967 box 03 folder
08

"Maude Frazier: Nevadan" manuscript, 1967
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box 03 folder
09

"Money and Banking" photocopies, 1957 box 03 folder
10

"Nevada History and Settlements" newsletters, 1965 box 03 folder
11

Reports, newsclippings, and brochures: "Nevada Indians" , 1934-1975 box 03 folder
12-13

Teaching materials, undated box 03 folder
14

Correspondence, 1975 box 03 folder
15

"Heritage of Nevada" prospectus, 1971 box 03 folder
16

Rotary International directory, 1951-1952 box 03 folder
17

Paradise School: correspondence and photograph, 1990 box 03 folder
18

"Nevada State Boundaries" reproductions, 1864 box 03 folder
19

"Bohemian Bugles" record, 1986 oversized
box 04

"Indian Pineunutting Stories", undated
Physical Description: 01 Reels 

oversized
box 04

"Cattle Industry", undated
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Dick Taylor", undated
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Frank Allen", undated
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Henry Lee", 1966
Physical Description: 02 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"John Wittner", 1964
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Joe Perkins" , 1965-1966
Physical Description: 04 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Tonopah-Tidewater Railroad", 1968
Physical Description: 01 Reels 

oversized
box 04

"Memory" , undated
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Physical Description: 02 Audio Cassettes  oversized
box 04

"Murl Emery", undated
Physical Description: 04 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Queho", undated
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Nanyu Tomiyasu", 1966
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Red Skelton", undated
Physical Description: 05 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Saint Thomas Centennial", 1965
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Stewart Family of Las Vegas", undated
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"W.T. Morris", 1966
Physical Description: 01 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

Unlabeled audiocassettes, undated
Physical Description: 06 Audio Cassettes 

oversized
box 04

"Travel Along the Old Spanish Trail", undated
Physical Description: 01 Reels 

oversized
box 04

Newsletters, biographical information, 1942-1967 box 05 folder
01-02

Biographical, historical information, 1942-1967 box 05 folder
03-04

"Indian Material": newsclippings and notes, 1960-1972 box 05 folder
05

"Vegasland" notes, 1930-1967 box 05 folder
06

"Trails of the Southern Paiute": manuscript, newsclippings, correspondence,
1972-1986

box 05 folder
07-08

"History of the Las Vegas Area", 1930-1972 box 05 folder
09

"The Coming of the White Man" manuscripts, undated box 05 folder
10

"Transportation and Communication" manuscript, undated box 05 folder
11

"Illustrative material": newsclippings and notes, 1970-1975 box 05 folder
12

"Agricultural Development": newsclippings and photocopies, 1975
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box 05 folder
13

"Ghost Towns", historical: newsclippings and notes, 1957-1972 box 05 folder
14

Binder Covers with inventory notes, 1880-1972 box 05 folder
15

Biographical materials, 1970-1979 box 06 folder
01

"Muddy Valley Settlements" manuscripts, undated box 06 folder
02

Deed for Daniel Prima Donna Mining Co., 1903 box 06 folder
03

Motion Picture Story magazine, 1914 box 06 folder
04

Boulder City Cemetery genealogical records, 1993 box 06 folder
05

Photographs, negatives, and slides, undated box 07
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