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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Thompson, William Norman
Title: William Thompson Collection on International Gaming

ID: MS-00284
Date [inclusive]: 1928 to 2016

Physical
Description:

11.04 Cubic Feet (29 boxes) 

Physical
Description:

9.83 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

Materials in French, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Serbian, Dutch,
and German are indicated at the file level.

Abstract: The William Thompson Collection on International Gaming dates
from 1928 to 2016. The collection materials relate to gaming in
the British Isles, Europe, South America, Central America, the
Caribbean, and North America. The collection contains travel
brochures, memorabilia, research notes for William Thompson's
published works, reports on gaming statistics, and photographs
and slides from his research trips. Materials also include
Thompson's personal collection of gaming industry specific
magazines, law review journals, and books with Thompson's
personal annotations.

Preferred Citation
William Thompson Collection on International Gaming, 1928-2016. MS-00284. Special
Collections and Archives, University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas,
Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

William Thompson was a professor emeritus of Political Science and Public Administration at
the University of Nevada, Las Vegas (UNLV). He taught at UNLV from 1980 to 2010. He earned a
Ph.D. in Political Science from the University of Missouri, Columbia in 1972. Before arriving at
UNLV in 1980, Dr. Thompson taught at Western Michigan University from 1971 to 1980. He also

- Page 3-



Guide to the William Thompson Collection on International Gaming

taught abroad at Troy State University-European Campus from 1986 to 1987. His research interests
include administrative behavior, political economy, public regulation of gaming, and ethics.
Dr. Thompson was a leading authority on the gaming industry. He wrote Legalized Gambling:
A Reference Handbook in 1994 and Native American Issues in 1996. He also co-authored: Casino
Customer Service -- The WIN WIN Game in 1992, The Economic Impact of Native American Casinos
in Wisconsin in 1995, The Social Cost of Gambling in Wisconsin in 1996, and Crime and Casinos in
Wisconsin in 1996. Thompson lectured extensively on the topic of international casinos and his
articles on gaming have appeared in numerous publications, including a 45-article series for the
Las Vegas Sun on world casinos.
Thompson passed away on August 12, 2019.
Source:
"William N. Thompson." Bloomberg. Accessed October 25, 2017. https://www.bloomberg.com/
research/stocks/people/person.asp?personId=30086985&privcapId=1601679.
"Memorial Service for Emeritus Professor Bill Thompson Set for Friday." UNLV News Center.
September 12, 2019. https://www.unlv.edu/news/unlvtoday/memorial-service-emeritus-professor-
bill-thompson-set-friday.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The William Thompson Collection on International Gaming dates from 1928 to 2016. The collection
materials relate to gaming in the British Isles, Europe, South America, Central America, the
Caribbean, and North America. The collection contains ephemera that includes travel brochures,
maps, and memorabilia collected from casinos and resorts from around the world. There are
also research notes for William Thompson's published works, reports on gaming statistics from
selected countries, and photographs and slides from his research trips. Materials also include
Thompson's personal collection of gaming industry specific magazines, law review journals, and
books with Thompson's personal annotations.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Materials remain as they were received.

- Page 4-



Guide to the William Thompson Collection on International Gaming

^ Return to Table of Contents

Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research, with the exception of materials that are restricted to protect
personally identifiable information. Restrictions are noted at the file level of the inventory.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections website for more information about reproductions and
permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were donated in 1987 and 2002 by William Thompson and in 2021 by Kaye Thompson;
accession numbers 1987-063, 2002-023, and 2021-020.

Processing Note
Materials were processed by Special Collections and Archives staff in 2002. In 2014, as part
of a legacy finding aid conversion project, Lindsay Oden revised and enhanced the collection
description and entered the data into ArchivesSpace. In 2017, as part of an archival backlog
elimination project, Brooks Whittaker and Chris Bruce rehoused and arranged the materials,
and revised the collection description to bring it into compliance with current professional
standards. In 2021, Tammi Kim minimally processed the 2021 addition and updated the finding
aid.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Collections
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
William Thompson Photographs, 1955-2002. PH-00327. Special Collections and Archives,
University Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.
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^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Gambling
• Gambling -- Law and legislation
• Casinos
• Gambling -- Regulation
• photographs

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Casino ephemera

Annabelle Casino, Coventry, England, undated box 01 folder
01

Barracuda Club, undated

General Note: This folder's contents are missing as of December 22,
2014.

box 01 folder
02

The Berkeley Casino Club, Glasgow and Edinburgh, Scotland, undated box 01 folder
03

44 Berkeley Square, London, England, undated box 01 folder
04

Blue Chip Club, Aberdeen, Scotland, undated box 01 folder
05

Casanova Club, London, England, undated box 01 folder
06

Charlie Chester Casino, London, England, undated box 01 folder
07

Chevalier Casino, Dundee, Scotland, undated box 01 folder
08

Clermont Club, London, England, undated box 01 folder
09

Connoisseur Club, London, England, undated box 01 folder
10

Crockford's in Curzon Street, London, England, undated box 01 folder
11

Cromwell's Mint Casino, London, England, undated
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General Note: This folder's contents are missing as of December 22,
2014.

box 01 folder
12

Golden Horseshoe, London, England, undated box 01 folder
13

Golden Nugget, London, England, undated box 01 folder
14

Grand Casino, Derby, England, undated box 01 folder
15

Highfield Club, Birmingham, England, undated box 01 folder
16

International Sporting Club, London, England, undated box 01 folder
17

Kingsway Casino, Swansea, Wales, undated box 01 folder
18

Las Vegas 2, Zaragoza, Mexico, undated

General Note: This folder's contents are missing as of December 22,
2014.

box 01 folder
19

Les Groupiers Casino, Cardiff, Wales, undated box 01 folder
20

Liberius Sporting Club Casino, Cardiff, Wales, undated box 01 folder
21

London Park Tower Casino, London, England, undated box 01 folder
22

Casino Martell, Edinburgh, Scotland, undated box 01 folder
23

Maxims Casino Club, London, England, undated box 01 folder
24

Metropole Casino Group, England, undated box 02 folder
25

Palm Beach Casino Club, London, England, undated box 02 folder
26

Rainbow Casino Ltd., Birmingham, England, undated box 02 folder
27

Rendezvous Casino Club, London, England, undated box 02 folder
28

Ritz Casino, London, England, undated box 02 folder
29

Royal Chimes Casino, Edinburgh, Scotland, undated box 02 folder
30

Sergeant Yorke Casino, Birmingham and Luton, England, undated

- Page 7-



Guide to the William Thompson Collection on International Gaming

box 02 folder
31

Silk Room, London, England, undated box 02 folder
32

Society Club, Swansea, Wales, undated box 02 folder
33

Sportsman, London, England, undated box 02 folder
34

Stakis Casino, London, England, undated box 02 folder
35

Victoria Casino, London, England, undated box 02 folder
36

Casino de Jeux du Luxembourg and Mondorf-les-Bains Casino 2000
pamphlets, 1986

box 03 folder
01

Produit des Jeux Dans les Casinos Pour la Saison balance sheets, 1985-1986 box 03 folder
02

Nombre d'Entrees Dans les Salles de Jeux des Casinos Francais Montants des
Prelevements Pour la Saison balance sheets, 1985-1986

box 03 folder
03

Paper on France by William Thompson, 1990 box 03 folder
04

Paper on Argentina by William Thompson, undated box 03 folder
05

Casino Middelkerke Zomer '86 brochure, 1986 box 03 folder
06

Casino Gaming Magazine International press clipping, 1988 January box 03 folder
07

Bundesgesetz uber die Spielbanken from "Swiss Law" and Thompson's notes,
1979

box 03 folder
08

"Casino Control" booklet on casino law, 1990 box 03 folder
09

Research notes on France and Argentina, undated box 03 folder
10

Maisons d'Assemblee, undated box 03 folder
11

Auxipress by the Bureau d'Extraits de Presse s.a., 1986 box 03 folder
12

International Gamble Casino Magazine, undated box 03 folder
13

"Criminal Justice in Small Countries the Story of Monaco: A Crimeless Society
(?)" by William Thompson and Wayne E. Thomsen prepared for the Annual
Meeting of the American Society of Criminology, 1988 November 10-12

box 03 folder
14

List of books on gaming prepared for William Thompson, undated

- Page 8-



Guide to the William Thompson Collection on International Gaming

box 03 folder
15

Research on European casino resorts in Switzerland, undated box 03 folder
16

"Spa and the English, or English Influence in the History of Spa (Belgium
Ardennes)" by Pierra Lafagne, undated

box 03 folder
17

"Napoleon et les 'Amusemens des Eaux de Spa'", undated box 03 folder
18

Direccion General de Casinos Memoria Annual, 1988 box 03 folder
19

Belgian pamphlets, undated box 03 folder
20

Detroit Casino Gaming Study Commission final report, 1988 June box 03 folder
21

"The Emergence of Dutch Casinos: A Case Study of Mismarketing?" by
William Thompson and J. Kent Pinney, 1989 September 14

box 03 folder
22

Alberta Gaming Commission annual review, 1986 box 03 folder
23

Alberta Gaming Commission license application for casino games, 1988 May
17

box 03 folder
24

Loteria Nacional brochure, 1987 box 03 folder
25

"200 Jahre Tourismus in der Schweiz: eine zukunft für unsere Gäste"
brochure, 1987 April

box 03 folder
26

Proceedings of the 1996 National Conference on Problem Gambling, Crime,
and Gaming Enforcement [United States], 1996

box 03 folder
27

"Legalized Gaming in Canada" draft by Margaret E. Beare, Wanda Jamieson,
and Anne Gilmore, 1988

box 03 folder
28

Casino R. de la Frontera balance sheets, 1989 January box 03 folder
29

Casino Anexo Tartagal balance sheets, 1989 January box 03 folder
30

"Decreto no. 9604 Casino: Reglamento para el Personal del Centro de Turismo
y Casino de Salta" by Ramon Zelaya for the Provincia de Salta Ministerio de
Economia Finanzas y Obras Publicas photocopy, 1965

box 03 folder
31

Political and legal information on international gaming

Argentina, undated box 03 folder
32

Bahamas, undated box 03 folder
33

Colombia, undated
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box 03 folder
34

Costa Rica, undated box 03 folder
35

Ecuador, undated box 03 folder
36

Guatemala, undated box 03 folder
37

Haiti, undated box 03 folder
38

Honduras, undated box 03 folder
39

Santa Domingo, undated box 03 folder
40

Chile, undated box 03 folder
41

British Isles

Research on British gaming regulation, 1959-1989
Physical Description: 5 Files 

box 04

Annual reports from gaming corporations, 1986
Physical Description: 4 Files 

box 04

British Casino Association lists of clubs and group membership, undated box 04

Gaming forms, undated box 04

Society for the Study of Gambling Newsletter, 1982-1989
Physical Description: 2 Files 

box 05

Report of the Gaming Board for Great Britain, 1969-1985
Physical Description: 3 Files 

box 05

Clubs and casino ephemera, undated box 05

Casino Martell, Edinburgh, photographs, 1987 box 05

Tourism ephemera, 1987 box 05

Europe

Outline for book on European casinos, undated box 22

Austria

Research notes on gaming, 1988 box 06

Tourism ephemera, 1985-1987
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in German.

box 06

Casino ephemera, 1985-1987 box 06

- Page 10-



Guide to the William Thompson Collection on International Gaming

Language of the Material: Most of this material is in German.

Belgium

Tourism ephemera, 1985-1986
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in Dutch and
French.

box 07

Casino ephemera, 1986
Physical Description: 2 Files 
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in Dutch and
French.

box 07

Casino Knokke photographs, undated box 07

Casino gaming statistics, 1986 box 07

Research notes, undated box 07

Bulgaria

Research notes, undated box 14

France

Research notes on gaming, 1986-1987
Physical Description: 3 Files 

box 08

French casino regulations and authorized casinos, 1972-1987
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in French.

box 09

Casino ephemera, 1985-1987
Physical Description: 2 Files 
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in French.

box 09

Tourism ephemera, 1986-1987
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in French.

box 09

Germany

Tourism ephemera, 1986-1987
Physical Description: 2 Files 

Restricted: Materials are restricted to protect personally
identifiable information and will be open for research on April 7,
2058.

box 10

Gaming and casino ephemera, 1986-1987
Physical Description: 2 Files 
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in German.

box 10

Research notes on gaming, 1985
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in German.

box 10

Casino Fuhrer, Spielbanken in Europa, undated box 11

- Page 11-



Guide to the William Thompson Collection on International Gaming

Language of the Material: This material is in German.

Casino and tourism ephemera, 1986-1992
Physical Description: 7 Files 
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in German.

box 11

Greece

Research notes on Greek tourism, undated
Language of the Material: Some material is in German.

box 14

Hungary

Casino and tourism ephemera, undated
Language of the Material: Some material is in German.

box 14

Italy

Casino ephemera, 1987
Physical Description: 3 Files 
Language of the Material: This material is Italian

box 14

Saint- Vicente ad il "casino" de la valle", 1987
Language of the Material: Some material is in Italian.

box 14

Tourism ephemera, 1987
Language of the Material: Material is in French, German. and
Italian.

box 14

Drafts of articles on history of casinos in Italy and San Marino by
William Thompson, 1982-1987

box 14

Research notes on San Marino, undated box 14

Lichtenstein

Tourism ephemera, undated
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in German.

box 09

Netherlands

box 12Casino ephemera, 1984-1988
Physical Description: 5 Files 
Language of the Material: This material is in Dutch.

box 13

Nationale Stitchting Casinospelen/Jaarverslag, 1982-1985
Language of the Material: This material is in Dutch.

box 12

Research notes on gaming, 1986 box 12

Research articles and papers on gaming, 1985-1988
Physical Description: 2 Files 
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Dutch.

box 12

Tourism ephemera, undated box 12
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Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Dutch.

The Dutch Gamble, paper by William Thompson, 1986-1987 box 13

Portugal

Correspondence about a book in progress, 1991 box 15

Tourism ephemera, 1986
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in Portuguese.

box 15

Research on gaming, undated
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Portuguese.

box 15

Spain

Reports from the National Commission on Gambling, 1980-1989
Language of the Material: This material is in Spanish.

box 15

box 15Research notes on gaming regulations, 1976-1987
Physical Description: 5 Files 
Language of the Material: Some material is in Spanish.

box 16

Tourism ephemera, undated
Physical Description: 2 Files 
Language of the Material: Some material is in Spanish.

box 15

Newspaper articles on bingo and casinos, 1987
Language of the Material: This material is in Spanish.

box 16

Casino ephemera, 1986
Physical Description: 12 Files 
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in Spanish.

box 16

Public Administration and Tourism in Spain, undated
Language of the Material: This material is in Spanish.

box 16

Gaming law and regulations, 1985
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in Spanish.

box 16

Switzerland

Tourism ephemera, 1987
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in German,
French, and Italian.

box 09

Yugoslavia

Research on the gaming industry, 1989
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Serbian.

box 14

South America

Argentina

Research on tourism and gaming, 1969-1988 box 17
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Physical Description: 2 Files 
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Spanish.

Chile

Research notes on casinos, undated box 17

Colombia

Tourism ephemera, undated
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Spanish.

box 17

Research notes and correspondence, 1988-1989
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Spanish.

box 17

Ecuador

Research notes on gaming, undated box 17

Paraguay

Research notes on gaming, 1989
Physical Description: 2 Files 

box 17

Uruguay

Research on gaming, 1987
Language of the Material: Most of this material is in Spanish.

box 17

Research notes, 1989 box 17

Central America

Costa Rica

Research notes, undated box 18

Guatemala

Tourism ephemera, 1987-1988
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Spanish.

box 18

Honduras

Research notes and tourism ephemera, 1972-1989
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Spanish.

box 18

Nicaragua

Correspondence, 1989 box 18

Panama

Correspondence and newspaper articles on gaming, 1988-1989
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Spanish.

box 18

Research notes and tourism ephemera, 1988-1989 box 18
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Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Spanish.

Caribbean

Aruba

Crystal Casino statistics, undated box 19

Newspaper article, 1981 box 19

Bahamas

Tourism ephemera, 1988 box 19

Dandurand and Bill Thompson photographs, undated box 19

Cuba

Research on gaming, 1928-1960 box 19

Dominican Republic

Research notes on gaming
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in Spanish.

box 19

Tourism ephemera, undated box 19

Haiti

Research notes, 1978-1989
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in French.

box 19

Haiti Cherie, 1953
Language of the Material: Some of this material is in French.

box 19

Puerto Rico

Research notes on gaming, undated
Physical Description: 3 Files 

box 20

Casino and tourism ephemera, 1988-1989
Physical Description: 2 Files 

box 20

Statistical reports on casino revenues, undated box 20

Tourism statistics, 1983-1984 box 20

North America

United States of America

Research notes on gaming in North Dakota and Montana, undated box 21

Research notes on Las Vegas, 1989 box 21

Nevada gaming ephemera and newspaper articles, 1989-1991 box 21

Gaming and Wagering Business, 1989 box 21

Blank research note templates, undated box 21
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Physical Description: 3 Files 

Correspondence to William Thompson in his capacity as a professor,
1987-1988

box 22

Photocopies of Las Vegas Sun articles on international gaming, 1988 box 22

Photographs, undated box 22

Holiday cards, undated box 22

Index cards of bible verses, undated box 22

Research on Native American reservation gaming, 1984-1991 box 22

Fact sheet on Tinian Island in Northern Mariana Islands, undated box 22

Canada

Research notes on gaming, 1986-1987
Physical Description: 2 Files 

box 23

Newspaper articles on gambling in Calgary and Winnipeg, 1988 box 23

Casino ephemera, undated box 23

Paper on Canadian rights and gaming, 1986-1988 box 23

Slides

England/Horse racing, undated
Physical Description: 17 Photographic Slides 

box 24

Bahamas / Dominican Republic / Unknown, undated
Physical Description: 17 Photographic Slides 

box 24

Native American gaming, undated
Physical Description: 12 Photographic Slides 

box 24

Turkey, undated
Physical Description: 1 Photographic Slides 

box 24

Detroit, Michigan , undated
Physical Description: 2 Photographic Slides 

box 24

Unknown casino gaming, undated
Physical Description: 4 Photographic Slides 

box 24

Atlantic City, undated
Physical Description: 9 Photographic Slides 

box 24

Belgium, undated
Physical Description: 1 Photographic Slides 

box 24

Faculty research and personal papers

University of Missouri, Columbia commencement program, Thompson
curriculum vitae and faculty data, approximately 1972, 2000

box 25

- Page 16-



Guide to the William Thompson Collection on International Gaming

Research and writings on gaming, MX missile, MGM Grand fire,
approximately 1981 to 1990

box 25

Authority in Crisis experimental journal from the University of Missouri's
Department of Political Science, 1969

box 25

Thompson writings, conference proceedings and presentations on
gambling, 1981 to 2016

box 26

Pilot study report on 1995 U.S. survey on gaming and gambling, 1995 box 26

Las Vegas trivia game, 1985 box 29

Cap and Gown UNLV faculty newsletter, Popular Culture Review journal
from UNLV's Department of English, 2000 to 2007

box 28

Gaming related publications

Gaming related periodicals including Indian Gaming, Casino Lawyer,
UNLV Gaming Research and Review, and Journal of Gambling Behavior,
1982 to 2013

box 27

box 28Law review journals including UNLV Gaming Law Journal and Gaming
Law Review, 1995 to 2015

box 29

Books on gambling with Thompson's annotations, 1978 to 2007 box 29
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