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Summary Information

Repository: University of Nevada, Las Vegas. University Libraries. Special
Collections and Archives.

Creator: Rockwell, Leon, 1888-1968
Title: Leon Rockwell Papers

ID: MS-00013
Date [inclusive]: 1829 to 1986

Date [bulk]: 1906 to 1968
Physical

Description:
6.85 Cubic Feet (12 boxes) 

Physical
Description:

7.71 Linear Feet 

Language of the
Material:

English

Abstract: The Leon Rockwell Papers (1829-1986), consist of materials that
document Leon Rockwell's life in Las Vegas, Nevada from 1906
until his death in 1968. Included are diaries, correspondence,
photographs, postcards, Las Vegas community event programs,
ledger sheets, business cards, and scrapbooks. There are a
number of books, information on organizations and businesses
that Rockwell owned, real estate documents, and early records of
the Las Vegas Volunteer Fire Department, of which Rockwell was
an original member.

Preferred Citation
Leon Rockwell Papers, 1829-1986. MS-00013. Special Collections and Archives, University
Libraries, University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Biographical Note

Early Las Vegas pioneer Leon Halliday Rockwell was born in Elmira, New York in 1888. He
received a grammar school education and was then forced to begin working due to the death of
his father. He worked a variety of jobs across the country from railroad laborer to cowboy and
milk-hand. He joined his brother Ronald in Las Vegas, Nevada in 1906, along with his brother Earl
Rockwell. The brothers became prominent citizens of Las Vegas, and Leon and Earl constructed
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the first airfield in Clark County, Nevada and leased it to Western Air Express in 1920, which
opened the city to air transportation.
Leon Rockwell worked for the Telephone Company and Power Company before opening his
own business, The Electric Shop. He was a founding member of the Las Vegas Volunteer Fire
Department, engaged in real estate trading, and was part owner of a clothing store. He was a
member of the Indian Collectors Association, an active member of the Elks, loved to travel, and
had an interest in history and folklore.
Leon Rockwell spent only four years away from Las Vegas. For two years he served overseas in the
United States Navy during World War One and two years traveling with his family in California.
His brother Ronald suffered from injuries sustained during the war and spent the rest of his life in
a hospital in California. Ronald passed away in 1936. Leon Halliday Rockwell passed away in Las
Vegas, Nevada in September of 1968.
Source:
https://contentdm.library.unr.edu/cdm/ref/collection/unohp/id/2529

^ Return to Table of Contents

Scope and Contents Note

The Leon Rockwell Papers (1829-1986) consist of diaries, correspondence, photographs, postcards,
Las Vegas community event programs, ledger sheets, business cards, and scrapbooks. There are a
number of books, information on organizations and businesses that Rockwell owned, real estate
documents, and early records from the Volunteer Fire Department, of which Rockwell was an
original member. Also included are excerpts of diaries confiscated from Japanese prisoners that
have been translated into English, correspondence from Leon and Ronald Rockwell during their
time in the Navy during World War One, and information on the Women's Klu Klux Klan (KKK)
from 1923. There are two essays about dentistry, written by Leon Rockwell, Jr.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Arrangement

Material is arranged alphabetically.

^ Return to Table of Contents
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Administrative Information

Access Note
Collection is open for research.

Publication Rights
Materials in this collection may be protected by copyrights and other rights. See  Reproductions
and Use on the UNLV Special Collections website for more information about reproductions and
permissions to publish.

Acquisition Note
Materials were donated to Special Collections; accession number MS-13.

Processing Note
Material was processed in 2016 by Joyce Moore.

^ Return to Table of Contents

Related Materials

Related Collectons
The following resources may provide additional information related to the materials in this
collection:
Earl Rockwell Papers, 1858-1978. MS-00145. Special Collections, University Libraries, University
of Nevada, Las Vegas. Las Vegas, Nevada

^ Return to Table of Contents

Names and Subjects

• Las Vegas (Nev.)
• Businesspeople – Nevada – Las Vegas
• Postcards
• photographs
• Las Vegas (Nev.) -- History
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• Rockwell, Ronald

Collection Inventory

Title/Description Containers

Agreement to preach in Elmira, New York, 1841 box 01

American Cookery Magazine, 1933 April box 01

Autograph book, 1881-1902 box 01

Autograph book, 1883-1903 box 01

Bank receipt ledgers, 1914-1922 box 06

Books and booklets

Books of newspaper clippings from Elmira, New York, 1886-1900
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 08

Book of genealogy information on the Rockwell family and newspaper
clippings, 1925-1926 and undated

box 09

Book of newspaper clippings from Elmira, New York, 1882-1884, 1900,
and undated

box 09

Book of Knowledge, volume IV and VII, 1912, 1918 box 09

Book of newspaper clippings, unknown origin, 1911 box 09

Fishing guides, 1938 box 01

Health and religion booklets, undated box 01

Los Angeles guide and apartment house directory, 1922 September box 01

The Modern Hostess Cook Book, 1942 box 01

Travel booklets for Arizona, New Mexico, and Colorado, 1941 and
undated

box 01

Travel, booklets for California, undated box 01

Travel booklets for Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and Alaska, undated box 01

Books (small and pocket sized)

The Language of Flowers, 1947 box 10

The Mechanics' Companion, 1846 box 10

Emporium Lodge, No. 382 F. and A. M., 1878 box 10

Songs, undated box 10

Child's Own Story Book of Simple Tales, undated box 10

Souvenir Album of the Gettysburg Battlefields, undated box 10
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Rule Book for Junior Marksmen, 1935 box 10

The Good Fellow's Toast Book, 1914 box 10

Conklin's Vest-Pocket Argument Settler, 1910 box 10

System of Arithmetick, 1832 box 10

Heiteres und Ernstes (Merry and Serious) by Adolf Oberlander,
undated

box 10

The Old Farmer's Almanac, 1949 box 10

The Male Motor, 1932 box 10

New Testament of the Bible given to Floyd Rockwell by his teacher
Miss Warner, 1903

box 10

Dictionnaire De Poche (French dictionnaire, French to English
dictionary), undated

box 10

Holy Bible, undated box 10

Surgery 200 Years Ago, undated box 10

Common Prayers and Hymns, 1889 box 10

Webster's Dictionary and Complete Vest Pocket Library, 1914 box 10

The Psalms of David, 1829 box 10

Boy Scout badge requirements, 1923 box 01

Brus and Burnett, cash account ledger, 1841 June-July box 01

Business records, carbon copies, 1924-1927 box 07

Campaign material, Cox and Roosevelt, undated box 01

Campaign fliers against Berkeley Bunker and Patrick Cline, 1936 and undated box 01

Canceled checks, 1915-1916, 1928 box 01

Christmas cards, undated box 01

Collection of postcards, late 1800s-1940s and undated box 11

Correspondence and postage stamp collection

To Daniel Bonelli in St. Thomas, Nevada, 1902, 1904, 1906 box 03

From Leon Rockwell to family, 1910-1913 box 03

To Leon Rockwell, 1904-1944 box 03

From Ronald Rockwell, 1917-1918 box 03

From Earl and Ronald Rockwell, 1919 box 03

Envelopes from letters to Lottie Rockwell, 1917-1919 box 03

Envelopes from letters to Lottie Rockwell, 1918-1919 box 03
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Miscellaneous family, 1918-1919 box 03

Postage stamp collection, undated box 03

Diaries written by Leon Rockwell, 1895-1966 (view online) box 04

Draft records for Earl and Ronald Rockwell, 1918 box 01

Earl Strebe, Huntridge Theater, Incorporated, etal v R. E. and L. H. Rockwell,
complaint for declaratory judgement, 1951 September 20

box 01

Election Notice, Belmont, Nye County, Nevada, 1876 box 01

Electric Shop and International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)

Advertisement for Mazda lamps, undated box 01

Electric Shop check receipt book, 1923-1924 box 01

Electric Shop ledger, 1921-1924 box 01

Electric Shop ledger, 1929 box 01

General Electric Catalog, 1918-1922 box 01

IBEW cards, 1921-1923 box 01

IBEW dues ledger, 1918-1922 box 01

Maytag salesman's weekly statement, 1930 March-April box 01

The Story of Comfort written by the General Electric Company, 1929 box 01

"Food available for Personnel Lost in Tropical Areas", undated box 01

Games, match books, buttons, playing cards, boxes, and other ephemera,
undated

box 12

Indian Collectors Association, photographs, notes, and Native American
history materials, 1949

box 01

Kiwanis Follies, undated box 02

Las Vegas, Nevada Gaming License for Al James, 1910 January 15 box 02

Las Vegas, Nevada real estate property information

Appraisal Report of lots 23, 25, 26, Clark's Las Vegas Townsite, Las Vegas,
Nevada by Jack K. Leavitt for Bank of Nevada, 1964 October 22

box 02

Appraisal Report of Leon Rockwell Real Estate prepared by Jack K. Leavitt
for Bank of Nevada, 1964 September 23

box 02

Deeds and Leases, 1905-1947 box 02

Las Vegas Volunteer Fire Department records

Bill receipts, 1917-1918, 1924-1925 box 05

Bureau of Fire Prevention Violation Reports, 1935 box 05

Canceled checks, 1917-1925 box 05
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Constitution, 1926 box 05

Correspondence for donations and fire code violations, 1911, 1928, 1935 box 05

Day book of minutes for the Las Vegas Hose Company #1, 1911 box 05

1st State Bank bankbooks, 1917, 1924
Physical Description: 2 Items 

box 05

Grand Ball, 1911, 1925 box 05

Membership card and Thanksgiving dinner ticket, 1926 November 26 and
undated

box 05

Merit tickets, 1926 Nov 26 and undated box 05

Newspaper clippings and Labor Day celebration, 1917 box 05

"Phoney Mazuma" money, undated box 05

Letterhead stationary from The Electric Store, undated box 02

Lincoln County tax lists, 1898-1900 box 02

List of registered voters in Clark County, Nevada, published in the Las Vegas
Age Newspaper, 1912, 1924, 1929

box 02

Membership and business cards, undated box 02

Obituary notices, 1916 and undated box 02

Old currency, undated box 02

Oral history written transcript of Leon Rockwell, conducted by Mary Ellen
Glass, incomplete, undated

box 02

Newspaper clippings, 1907-1956 box 02

Photographs, family, undated box 11

Poems, undated box 02

Postcards, early 1900s and undated box 11

Probate Court Book, forms and use of blanks, 1876 box 02

Programs, 1910-1955 and undated box 02

Receipts, 1907-1916 box 02

Shows and activity tickets, (scattered dates), 1891-1925 box 02

A Study of Stress Factors Experienced by Pedodontists versus General
Practitioners by Leon Rockwell, Jr., 1986

box 02

A Study of Relationships between Auxiliary Personnel and Productivity in
Solo Dental Practice by Leon Rockwell, Jr., 1975 April

box 02

Territory of Arizona v John R. Ward, testimony of witnesses, 1900 March 26 box 02

Traffic Ordinance for the City of Las Vegas, Nevada, 1931 July 14 box 02
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Translated excerpts from captured Japanese soldiers, 1941-1942 box 02

Trust Agreement, 1964 box 02

Union Pacific Railroad timetables, 1942 October 11 box 02

War Ration Books, 1944-1945 box 02

Washer Wilson, bills and commission check transmittals, undated box 02

The Westerners, Las Vegas Kiwanis Quartet, phonograph records, undated
Physical Description: 6 Items 

box 02

"Wide Awake Library" and "Pluck and Luck" magazines, 1893-1894, 1901 box 02

Women of the Klu Klux Klan (KKK), rituals, constitution, and application,
1923

box 02

Woodward, William R. diary, undated box 02

World War One, tent city at Camp Dodge, 1918 September 22 flat file
13
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