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PALM ROOM
Stardust Hotel
732-6111
American Cuisine

MONTE CARLO ROOM
Desert Inn

735-1122

French Cuisine

GOURMET ROOM
Tropicana Hotel
736-4949
International Cuisine

LOUIGI'S CHARCOAL BROILER
3729 Las Vegas Blvd. So.
736-2645

Italian & American Cuisine

THE FLAME RESTAURANT
1 Desert Inn Road
735-4431

American Cuisine

THE AMBASSADOR ROOM
Mint Hotel

385-7440

Steak Specialties

THE BLACK FOREST

3309 Las Vegas Blvd. So.
735-5381

German & Continental Cuisine

FREMONT HOTEL RESTAURANT
200 East Fremont Street
385-3232

Chinese & American Cuisine

Apply now for Carte Blanche.

Get an application at any

“Take One” display, or write:
Carte Blanche, 3460 Wilshire

Boulevard, Los Angeles,
California 90054.
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. Carte Blanche.

For your

pleasure, we
recommend:

NISHON’S

565 Desert Inn Road
735-7990

American Cuisine

SABRE ROOM
Aladdin Hotel
736-0111
Continental Cuisine

CASCADE TERRACE ROOM
Landmark Hotel

7349110

American Cuisine

MACAYO VEGAS #2
4813 Paradise Road
736-1898
American-Mexican Cuisine

NEW COPA LOUNGE

44 Convention Center Drive
735-3553

Italian & American Cuisine

HOUSE OF LORDS
Hotel Sahara
735-2111

Steaks

GOLDEN STEER

308 West Sahara Avenue
384-4470

Seafood; ltalian & American Cuisine

DOME OF THE SEA
Dunes Hotel
734-4110

Seafood and Steaks

Carte Blanche
gives you more

than credit.
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MIGHTY MIXTURE ...

|n this TV GUIDE

: 2 CURTAIN TIME
T~ COMING ATTRACTIONS
G P ISsue FLV DIRECTORY

Grystql, Room,

Art Drew), Art Force (that number word
. ﬂ- master of the P.R. realm), and Netta
’ Rogers (of the British comedy favorites

" " " Denis & Rogers) . . . The joys of Christ-

. mas Day are birthday recorded for a num-

ber of FABULOUS people. Dorothy

:HF"EF Brooks (Jack Kogan’s sister, a Publisher

in Pa.) alphabetically leads the list,

(shared by Cab Calloway, Howard

Hughes, Bobby Kaye, Ruby Lauber (Host

in the Sahara’s Pan Room), singer Tony

Leonard Cook embarks on his Martin, Bill Schwartz and writer Rod
teen years on the 19th. (Mom is Maxine Serling . . . Special bouquets to Esther

DESERT INN

RESERVATIONS: 735-1122

FABULOUS LAS VEGAS

Cook, of the Stardust Advertising offices.)
. .. Marty Campbell (son of Shirley and
Frank) tops Leonard by one year on the
20th . . . Longtime resident will be card-
ing Eleanor Lytle for her December an-
nual on the 20th ... Hollywood P.R. gal
Lee Merrin celebrates hers on the 21st. . .
Comedian Pepper Davis (of the Davis &
Reese tandem) and actor Rudy Kovar
play their encores on the 23rd . . . Christ-
mas Eve birthdayers sharing the glory
of this festive season include George
Arquilla, Moe Dalitz (who recently came
out of his short retirement to purchase the
Bonanza Country Club), 14 year old
Dory Drew (dotter of Jeanne and Johnny
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and Joe Kelley (President of the Show-
boat Hotel), who brings this weeks galas
to a delightful finale with their 29th
Wedding Anniversary on the 25th.
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CRISWELL PREDICTS YOUR NEXT TEN YEARS

CRISWELL PREDICTED:

The Assassination of Martin Luther King

The Assassination of President John F. Kennedy

The Assassination of Robert F. Kennedy

That Lyndon Johnson Would Not Seek Re-election!

$3.95
Ilustrated

THESE—-AND87% OF HIS PREDICTIONS HAVE COME TRUE.

During the time since Criswell’s first
book Criswell Predicts To The Year 2000!
was published, his astounding record of
accuracy has gained him an audience
numbering in the millions.

Appearances on Johnny Carson’s
Tonight Show; on The Mike Douglas and
Merv Griffin Shows — and many
others — have made his name the center of

His first book was a ‘“Journal of The
Future” covering the next thirty years |

" % 3 !
much discussion — and, at times, |

controversy. 1

SPECIAL OFFER:

Order Criswell’s new book CRISWELL
PREDICTS: YOUR NEXT TEN YEARS,
and receive FREE a copy of his first book,
CRISWELL PREDICTS FROM NOW TO
THE YEAR 2000! (Hardcover edition:
Value $3.95).

TO: FABULOUS Las Vegas Magazine
P. O. Box 748, Las Vegas, Nevada 89101

Enclosed find $3.95 (check or money

until the date Criswell Predicts the world | order). Send me one copy of CRISWELL

as we know it will end — August 18, 1999! |

This book is more immediate. In these |
pages Criswell predicts the events that will
befall America and the world during the
decade of the 1970’s. He also answers the I
101-questions most often asked him about i
the next ten years. These predictions will
affect us all, Criswell says — and if his
record of 87% accuracy continues, then !
every person in the world has a personal
stake in what Criswell predicts in this
volume!
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PREDICTS: YOUR NEXT TEN YEARS. |
understand [ will also receive, FREE, a
copy of CRISWELL PREDICTS FROM
NOW TO THE YEAR 2000!

(ALLOW 2 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY)

FABULOUS LAS VEGAS

Il‘_isw'll_il PREDICTS

An Accurate Glimpse of the Future

I PREDICT

I predict that there wil be deaths
of three famed Americans with na-
tional funerals . . . that a destructive
fire will sweep midtown Manhattan
with a great loss of life . . . that Flor-
ida will be ravaged by storms, but
will be so much better off than some
parts of the nation .. . that a tidal
wave will sweep Japan and Hawaii
with mounting property destruction
. . . that a very bitter backstage bat-
tle in Congress will open up new and
festering sores among those south of
the Mason-Dixon Line . . . that a ma-
jor riot will take place in Berkeley,
California, which will bring in the
National Guard, result in many deaths
and property damage in this newest
outburst of anarchy . . . that there
will be murder on other campus areas,
and this will be stopped by Congres-
sional action and FBI supervision,
with the guilty jailed and deported
... that a new copyright law will soon
be enacted in Congress which will
give creative citizens more protection
than ever before, by replacing this
new law for the old one over 60 years
old . . . that tax payers will wage a
protest against the mounting crime,
the lack of protection and the increas-
ing costs of schools, police, govern-
ment and legal matters!
A NEW DEMAND

I predict that a new demand by
the Women Voters of California will
not be for 50% settlement of the com-
munity property law, but for 90% of
the total amount! I predict this will be
voted thru Sacramento by late next
year in spite of objections!
FOR YOUR CHILDREN

I predict that your children will one
day spend a vacation on the Moon,
that silver Empress of the Night,
where one goes on a honeymoon
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rather than Niagara Falls. Your child
will not know what money is, but live
on a credit card, issued by the Gov-
ernment, but they will be kept in line
thru a debtor’s prison compound!
Birth control acids will be placed in
the drinking water, and to have a
child, you must get a permissive pill
from the Government! Your child will
have conformed security!

A BUILDING BOOM

I predict a building boom next year,
but dwellings will not be built, they
will be poured of a new plastic con-
crete! Electricity will be broadcast to
vour homes, not true a wire! Plumb-
ing will be so simplified that all mis-
takes will be corrected before instal-
lation!

NEWSLETTER

I predict that air travel will cost
you 25% less! . . . processed foods in
pulverized forms will delight you . . .
Wall Street will become a part of your
daily life and every one will own a
stock or two . . . Oranges, lemons and
grapefruit will grow in the midwest
due to a new hardy breed . . . and
low calorie foods will be available in
every type of nourishment imagin-
able!

IN WHAT MANNER?

In what manner will our world
come to an end? Scientists once
agreed that it would burn to a cinder
while hurling thru the vast universe!
I predict that the new theory will be
that the Earth will corrode from with-
in like a rotten apple, explode from
the gasses being built up from within!
How do I base this prediction on this
new theory? Have you considered the
many undersea volcanoes now active?
I predict the danger of the end is in
inner-earth, not outer-space!
INVISIBLE CONTROLS

I predict that the day of floods will
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DAY

THIS SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY THE PUBLISHER

Avedon Miss Sophia Loren

Learn cancer’s warning
signals. You'll be in
good company.

1. Unusual bleeding or
discharge.
2. A lump or thickening in the
breast or elsewhere.
3. A sore that does not heal.
4. Change in bowel or bladder
habits.
5. Hoarseness or cough.
6. Indigestion or difficulty in
swallowing.
7. Change in a wart or mole.
If a signal lasts longer than
two weeks, see your doctor
without delay.
It makes sense to know the
seven warning signals of
cancer.
It makes sense to give to the
AMERICAN
CANCER
SOCIETY ¥

T

soon be a thing of the past for the
waters will be held back by invisible
controls, made of laser beams, and
push button controlled!
BATTLES TO THE DEATH

I regret to predict that football will
one day be a battle to the death! This
rough-and-tumble sport will grow into
a game of murder, and the team will
win on which one live player will re-
main! The box office is dwindling on
all sporting events! Always remember
when the lions ate people there were
no empty seats in the Arena! People
demand violence!
ASIA

I prdict that the unhappy contin-
ent of Asia will fester in the coming
year to the point of International dan-
ger! Russia and China, in Oriental
brotherhood, will jointly invade India,
not for the territory but for the jewels,
gold and precious metals found in the
wealth of Indian culture, their holy
shrines! This will not bother the con-
sciousness nor the conscience of these
non-Godly nations! Pity Asia!
BELGIUM

I predict that the Flemish and the
French will come to blows in this
hereditary monarchy, and a division
of the Parliament will take place, with
Belgium franc in dani rl 1 predict
that the German Mark, the British
Pound Sterling and the American Dol-
lar will keep a watchful eye on the
Belgium Franc, as their currency has
been the weathervane of all central
Europe!
CANADA

I regret to predict that Canada will
face the Separatists crisis very soon
and the Inner-French nation will func-
tion without the socialism imposed by
England and prosper without the red
tape of liberal functionalism! Amer-
ica, France, Italy and Japan will be
the first to recognize the Inner-French
nation when and it is only a matter
of time and choice!
PANDEMONIUM

I predict that pandemonium will
rage behind the scenes of Congress
when a bill is presented which will
define treason, disloyalty and anarchy,

(Continued on Page 33)
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By ETTA CORTEZ

TO date, we are completely disen-
chanted with the names proposed for
the key role in “The Godfather” flick.
The man who lived with that nick-
name wasn't a burly six-footer with
a barrel chest. He was, rather, an al-
most tubercular-appearing individual,
with a prominent nose and flashing,
active eyes, set into a small face, made
even smaller by his huge brimmed
hats. He stood somewhere between
57” and 5°9” in a black overcoat, with
deep pockets that clasped his hands
from sight.

This is the picture we carry of
“The Godfather,” whom we decided
was a pretty nasty individual during
our teen years in Manhattan . . . It
was daily routine to dash off a hasty
“T.N.T.” (toast and tea) in the hotel’s
drugstore before using the end phone
booth to check in for model assign-
ments. One fateful morning, this
writer turned into the phone booth as
usual and began to dial. In one short
second, a heavy ring clattered loud-
ly on the closed door and a “nasty
individual” jerked his head rapidly,
signalling this “intruder” to leave the
booth. Instead, a high heel jammed
the door snugly.

The call completed, we confronted
the livid face under the wide-brim-
med hat and most dramatically offer-
ed an opinion on his lack of manners.
(How did that teenager know this was
“The Godfather” and he was expect-
ing a call on a phone that wasn’t bug-
ged?) He was so stunned, he simply
spluttered incoherently.

Then there was the confrontation
with one Joe Adonis . . . within the
same year. While dining with some
friends, J. A. dropped by to greet one
of our party, a performer. His name
meant nothing to most of us. Adonis
was highly amused by a verbal attack
from a teener practicing her most im-
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pressive drama school technique. His
taunting references to a handicapped
person were highly offensive and we
weren’t hesitant to object.

Becoming familiar with the history
of these two men in later years
brought the realization that these in-
cidents may well have interrupted the
normal existence of one lady pub-
lisher.

* * *

That brings to mind the gathering
of business men who were seated in
a lounge around a television set, back
in the 50’s. They were watching “The
Untouchables.” At one point during
the program, heads began to shake
vigorously and voices were raised . . .
“No! That’s not the way it happened!
It was really Big Louie who . . .!”
* * *

With the Flamingo celebrating its
24th Anniversary on Christmas Eve,
Eddie Jackson reminisced about the
showbill that opened the spot, part-
nered by Ben Siegel and Billy Wil-
kerson. Jimmy Durante and Eddie
Jackson headlined the card, that also
featured Baby Rosemarie (songs and
imitations), Tommy Wonders dan-
cer) and Xavier Cugat. Eddie recalls
that W. C. Fields passed away dur-
ing the Flamingo rehearsals.

From his award-winning Doros Res-

the most complete
Mexican menu

o HOTEL & CASINO

S20e HOTEL ¥ CASING 32620
The Showplace of Casino Center!
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HARRY WHAM 9:30 L] 11:30

® 1:30 JOHNNY PAUL

CASIND * RESTAURANT
BOWLING » BINGO * GOLF

...something for EVERYONE!

taurant in San Francisco, Don Dianda
wires . . . “Mini-skirt wearers should
form an organization called ‘The
Daughters Of The American Revela-

Vegas vignette . . . In the crush of
holiday shoppers, a lone male pro-
pelled his car into a coveted spot in
front of the Mall’s main entrance and
was instantly cussed out by cab driv-
ers, fore and aft. The cabbies honked
insistently and made a flourish of
copying the citizen’s license plate. No
long hair he, the private car pilot
calmly formed the peace sign with his
fingers as he gallantly opened the
door for an approaching figure .
his seven month pregnant wife . . .
Merry holiday, medallion drivers!

Last week’s segment of the “Arnie”
TViewer hit home. In addition to the
usual brilliance of a Pat Carroll guest-
ing, it highlighted the desire for per-
sonal Christmas giving. Arnie’s pref-
erence to give homemake cookies in-
stead of store-boughten luxuries put
us in mind of Kitty White, of CP’s
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print shop. A limited number of
Kitty’s friends are treated to cookies
personally prepared by her with
T.L.C. Those fortunate include star
performers, P.R. people and one deep-
ly grateful publisher. Kitty’s cookies
and Kay Fish’s French Coffee Cake
joined Nishon’s turkey to make our
Thanksgiving table a very special one.
There’s great warmth in friends who
give of themselves.

Jon Peters, husband of Lesley War-
ren, new girl star of “Mission: Impos-
sible,” is a celeb in his own field. A
leading hair stylist, Peters has been
selected to represent the U.S.A. in
Paris, for inter-coiffure competition
among the finest international wo-
men’s hair stylists. Winning style is
expected to indicate what the chic
gals will be wearing in "71. If Lesley
can manage a few days off from the
series, she’ll fly to France with Jon.

You know what that Dere Hello
kid Marty Allen is saying at the Flam-
ingo? He says . . .“What the hey! Let’s

(Continued on Page 32)

FABULOUS LAS VEGAS

USHERING IN the gala Christmas
season was The American National
Theatre and Academy and the ANTA
Academy of Performing Arts party.
This one came out sheer perfection,
proving that “too many cooks don’t
always spoil the broth.” Ruth (glamor-
ous in black beaded pants suit and
black sable and diamonds) and pop-
ular Paul Lamport and their son Stan-
ley hosted a table that included the
Paul Winchells and the Rudy Vallees.
Held in The Playhouse on Figueroa
(once the scene for early day George
Burns and Gracie Allen broadcasts),
it has been elegantly refurbished and
has the palatial style you find in Prince
and Princess Grace Rainer’s palace in
Monaco. (The Friday Morning Club
bought it for a “song” as the theatre
and its building seemed of little value
in a declining area. Today the Con-
vention Center is to be built next door
and like Cinderella “The Playhouse”
has dazzing potential.) Cocktails were
served on the third floor, followed
with the Dorothy Barrett Christmas
Show in the theatre. This was spon-
sored by the Preservation of the Per-
forming Arts Society. Dorothy, Rudy
Vallee recalled, was the most beautiful
girl in “George White’s Scandals” on
Broadway and thence in Earl Carroll’s
in Hollywood and in movies. Rudy, a
connoisseur of beauty, knows. Doro-
thy produced, directed and choreo-
graphed the “Old Woman in the Shoe”
(who had so many children she didn’t
know what to do) with the Yule set-
tings. It was beautifully done. Dorothy
did know what to do with her forty
professional school children from age
two to eigheen. They were marvelous
talented performers. Rudy Vallee said,
“Usually amateur shows go on and on
while the audience fidgets.” “This one,
you hoped there’d be a fourth act in-
stead of the final curtain!”

Thence it was upstairs to the beau-
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tiful ballroom with festive Christmas
trees and garlanded tables for dinner
and dancing. Paul Winchell divulged
that Rudy Vallee (he’s always first in
everything isn’t he) is the first of his
new self-portraits lithographed as a
limited collectors edition. Charlton
Heston there with his Lydia and cute
little dotter, said he couldn’t draw
himself, but was assured he could and
consented to do his likeness for Paul’s
Valley gallery. Rudy’s self-portrait
was FABULOUS.

George Tobias won a big hand of
applause when he drew lucky numbers
for prizes. Eleanor Vallee glamorous
with her long auburn red hair and
black sequined gown assisted. She’s
Vice Prexy of POPAS. Nancy Flour-
noy, who does such a magnificent job
for the WAIFs, Mrs. Paul Fisher
Prexy, Millicent Trent, and the gra-
cious Francis Lederers were all very
busy making this such a success. It
was like a beautiful movie — to re-
member.

* * *

Pat Langdon’s Yule party was fol-
lowed next eve, alas, by burglars who
stripped her new Beverly Hills home.

* * *

Paramount .Studios new release
“The Confession” starring Yves Mon-
tand and Simone Signoret couldn’t be
a faster-four-alarm-make-up to Com-
munist methods, and party practice.
You see here how it is done!

Timing with Krushchev’s current
Memoirs it shows you in visible detail
what Krushchev is saying in liquidat-
ing party members: “There was no
evidence against them. The cases were
based on confessions beaten out of the
men under physical and psychological
torture.” Every American should see
this picture and see first hand what
Communism can be all about.

A woman should never trust her
best friend with her husband as Rach-
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el Roberts sadly experienced. Now
Rex Harrison is making a big settle-
ment on Rachel so he can marry Eliz-
abeth Harris. No doubt, she is no long-
er Rachel’s best chum.

Sophia, Zsa Zsa and Elizabeth are
the beauties who are keeping a jewel-
er busy making fakes of their real
jewels, which from now on reside in
their safe deposit boxes in the banks.

George Jessel is the highly respect-
ed neighbor of a friend of mine in
the Valley. Instead of a Beverly Hills
mansion, George, who gives so much
to our boys in Vietnam and for chari-
ty and civic events, lives in a modest
two-bedroom home with a man Fri-
day. But the walls are filled with
plaques and trophies honoring him.

American International is introduc-
ing a new actress by the name she
will use as a character in the film, in
hopes of building her as a box-office
attraction. She will be billed as Vul-
navia, and she plays Vincent Price’s
assistant of the same name in “Dr.
Phibes,” now shooting in London. Vul-
navia is 24, brunette, gets starring
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billing along with Price, Joseph Cot-
ten and Hugh Griffith, but doesn’t
speak a single word in the picture.
She is involved in many of the shock-
ing scenes of mysterious vengeance
slayings. No disclosure of Vulnavia’s
real name is being made to the public,
but she is Virginia North, actress from
the Criterion Theatre, Piccadilly Cir-
cus, where she has been playing an-
other completely silent role, as daugh-
ter of the Devil.

Mark Lester has been signed by
American International as one of Shel-
ley Winters’ co-stars in “Gingerbread
House,” a terror film which will be
shot in England in late January. Thir-
teen-year-old Lester played the title
role in the motion picture “Oliver,”
and also starred in “Run Wild, Run
Free.” “Gingerbread House” is a con-
temporary version of the Hansel and
Gretel classic, described by AIP as “a
rather Grim fairy tale.” It is being
produced by James H. Nicholson and
Samuel Z. Arkoff, with Louis M.
Heyward as Executive Producer.

And That’s Hollywood!

FABULOUS LAS VEGAS

» Ziglc ts of ZaA vegaw

By PHIL SOLOMON

SINGER Englebert Humperdinck,
England’s newest gift to the entertain-
ment capital of the world returned to
the Riviera Hotel for a four week en-
gagement.

The seventies belong to Humper-
dinck. This is the same singer Bob
Hope and Bing Crosby did and Frank
Sinatra jokes about in his act but takes
seriously enough to view as a rival.

In 1967, Humperdinck scored big
with his first hit record and a year
later made a tremendous impression
on American TV audiences. The fol-
lowing year he shattered box office
records on his first U.S. personal ap-
pearance tour.

The impact of Humperdinck’s first
hit record “Release Me” (sold more
than five million around the world)
was such that he propelled into one
of the most phenomenal disc careers
the record industry has even known
selling more than 20 million of less
than a dozen hit singles and a few LP
albums.

Humperdinck is in the same stable
as Tom Jones, managed by Gordon
Mills. A short time ago, the three of
them formed a corporation and the
earnings this year are estimated at
over $9 million.

In Humperdinck’s first personal ap-
pearance engagement in America he
broke Liberace’s 15 year box office
record at Riviera Hotel; then went on
to set new attendance records at Latin
Casino in Philadelphia and Americana
Hotel in N.Y. It was the same story in
Chicago, Montreal, Toronto and the
Greek Theatre in L.A., where a 5,000
strong audience rose nightly to its
feet to give a standing ovation during
his final number.

One thing certain, he will be around
longer than his partner Jones. Never
does Humperdinck show any strain on
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his voice and the selection of songs are
his cup of tea.

At 33 years of age, Humperdinck
has reached a plateau he sought for
many years. He is married and has
three small children. The combination
of his Latin lover looks (jet black hair
on a 6 foot 2 inch frame), a big bal-
ladeer voice and natural charm have
contributed to making him one of the
leaders in the entertainment field.

Humperdinck is an outward man
and has the visibility signs of his new
millionaire status which came after
11.2 years on the show business bread
ine.

Riviera Hotel maitre d” Marty Klein
reports a heavy advance reservation
and looks for nightly sellouts through-
out the entire four week stand.

RAMBLING AROUND — Comic
Lenny Kent is leaving show business
after 42 years to take a legit position
here . . . Robert Young turned down
the International Hotel. He wants to
remain on the Marcus Welby TV
show . . . Phyllis Diller will play two
engagements at Riviera Hotel next
year, Feb. 3 and July 28 for three
week stands . . . Dave Victorson inked
singer Johnny Mathis for a Caesars

EL CORTEZ
HOTHL ® CASINO

ENTERTAINMENT FROM DUSK
TILL DAWN

MR. PORTERHOUSE
complete
STEAK DINNER
$3.95
Downtown @ 6th & Fremont
Coffee Shop 24 hrs. ® Cafe Cortez 5-11 P.M.
FREE PARKING
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BE A BIG WINNER!

$250,000

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Dec. 13-24

*1000
DRAW'CNQSH

i
Gaaranteed Winne,

29 EXCITING
DAILY EVENTS

16 hours—10 am. to 1 am.

Cash prizes.. . free cocktail parties
...extra excitement ... something
doing every minute.

SPECIAL $250 CASH
DRAWINGS

for Breakfast, Lunch
and Dinner patrons.

JUMBO SLOTS

Plus DOUBLE

JACKPOT
TIMES

¥
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Palace stint in "71 . . . Belle Barth re-
turns to Flamingo Casino Theatre on
Jan. 7 for a four week outing.

Look for Nancy Sinatra to give up
her career now that she married Hugh
Lambert. She plans to raise a family
and could pass up her Caesars Palace
date next year . . . Frontier Hotel
headliner Wayne Newton may do a
Broadway show soon. He has had a
few feelers — Conductor Eddy Sam-
uels is back again working on Eddie
Fisher’s new nitery act which may
debut here . . . Producer John Harris
will shoot “Fun City,” a full length
comedy flicker here in Jan., featuring
night club favorites Deedy and Bill . . .
International Hotel headliner Barbra
Streisand will do a television special
for UNICEF. She’ll introduce a new
number on the tube titled “The Best
Gift.”

Allen Lee opens his “Funny Farm”
at Aladdin Hotel Dec. 26 replacing
both “Our Thing” and Minsky’s Bur-
lesque . . . Ann-Margret has started
rehearsals for her nitery act due to
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debut Feb. 24 at International Hotel
. .. Dennis Ritz set Jacqueline Doug-
uet for a three day stint at Thunder-
bird Hotel with Frank Gorshin start-
ing Dec. 30 . . . U.S. boxing team will
seek its first victory over Soviet Union
on Jan. 23, when the two world powers
clash at Caesars Palace in their third
home and home series of bouts . . . Liz
Damon and the Orient Express, cur-
rently appearing at Hilton Hawaiian
Village Hotel may head this way next
year for a Strip hotel booking. She’s
still doing capacity business on the

island.

JACK COITEZ’S.K ,5;5'
T obulpug™z=

LAS VEGAS magazine SUBSCRIBE
P. O. BOX 748 — 89101 TODAY!
Mailed anywbere in the United States

FABULOUS LAS VEGAS

By Bob Joyce

THIS past week has been typical
of the two weeks before Christmas.
Some of the lounges are dark until
a few days before that DAY.

So let’s look at the lounge scene
from what's coming and from a mu-
sical standpoint, namely the sound of
the big band era. Mind you, I said the
SOUND. Lou Styles cannot be classi-
tied as a big band but he manages
to get the sound of a band by good
voicing of the instruments he uses.
His is a small group and it’s obvious
that his heart is still with the Good-
mans, Dorseys, James, Krupas, Mil-
lers, etc. . . . especially Glenn Miller.
I find Lou amazing in getting the
Miller sound. That being the clarinet
lead reed section. Lou does it with
clarinet, sax and accordion. You can
almost see the Glen Island Casino
when he goes into his Miller Medley.
You will find Lou also extremely
friendly and most knowledgable. His
has to be one of most underrated
groups. No, not underrated, but taken
for granted. If you can, drop by the
Showboat Hotel have some of the
best food anywhere and enjoy the
Lou Styles Revue. Highly entertain-
ing.

And the big band sound continues
in our town. At the Top O The
Dunes, Orrin Tucker and his band are
in residence. Remember back around
1939 a record of “Oh, Johnny?” It not
only made the Orrin Tucker Band but
it served to introduce a petite singer
by the name of Wee Bonnie Baker
whose voice was “little girlish” enough
to sound very seductive. That record
“made” the band one of the nation’s
leading dance attractions. Although
the Tucker sound was called at that
time “businessman’s bounce” music,
you can’t knock success. I'll admit at
that time I was not quite a teenager
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but I was a “swing” nut and thought
the entire music world consisted of
Benny Goodman and Duke Ellington.
It’s only now that I can look back and
thank God for all the Orrin Tuckers,
Sammy Kayes, Guy Lombardos, and
Hal Kemps for making that era the
most sane and nostalgic eras of music
we have ever known. Mind you, I'm
still a swing and jazz buff but I have
another pair of eyes and ears to appre-
ciate it all. Sail on good ship Tucker
. . . and from my generation . . .
THANKS.

During the early forties I became
an addict on the band of Harry James.
Those were the days we joined fan
clubs not only for the leaders but for
the sidemen besides. Some have ask-
ed, had Glenn Miller not entered the
service would Harry James have made
it as the number one band in the
land. My answer is yes. Glenn’s rec-
ords were still being released, you still
had the magnificent band of Tommy
Dorsey, the ever swinging Benny
Goodman, the jumping Jimmy Dor-
sey, plus the bands of Duke Ellington,
Count Basie, Gene Krupa with Anita
O’Day, Kay Kyser, Shep Fields, Char-
lie Barnet, and so many more . . . all
popular, but the public was tiring of
the sentimental sound of the Miller
Band and wanted a little more excite-
ment. Harry’s electrifying trumpet
plus good arrangements and a gal
named Helen Forrest.

Here’s some trivia for you. How
many male vocalists with the James
band can you name? Remember
names like Dick Haymes, Johnny
MacAfee, Buddy DiVito? And of
course, Frank Sinatra. Harry heard
Frank first on radio from some club
in New Jersey. I think it was the Log
Cabin. He liked what he heard and
made Frank the offer to sing with his
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band. Frank accepted and stayed with
the band for about six months but
even though the stay was short, Frank
did make one memorable recording
with the band. “All Or Nothing At
All” which did not become popular
until Frank was the bobby soxer’s
delight and Harry was the number
one band. In those early days, Harry’s
band was not the ball of fire it should
have been, although they made some
great recordings like “Dodgers Fan
Dance,” “The Mole,” “B-19” and so
many more I either begged, borrow-
ed or stole. But came a record of “You
Made Me Love You” and the band
was on it's way.

Incidentally, “You Made Me Love
You” was not suposed to be the side
to sell. It was the other side. But
Harry was stuck for a “B” side and
pulled what he considered a minor
standard out of the book to record.
And the rest as they say, is musical
history. Harry is still one of my fav-
orite bands and I'm happy to say he
will be coming in to the Desert Inn’s
Lady Luck Lounge December 22.
Say Merry Christmas with the sound
of the one and only Harry James, who
can still blow most of the younger
trumpet players off the stand. This
was not to be a history of the big
band era but then again the history
lies here in FLV. Can you name me
another city where so many bands
play at one given time? I can’t.

One final word about Harry James.
Did you know that Harry still owns
a contract with Frank Sinatra? Frank
still owes Harry some time as his band
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singer and at his old salary. When
Frank left Tommy Dorsey, Tommy
tried to sue Frank for breach of con-
tract but this was cooled when Harry
made a statement to the effect that
Frank couldn’t have broken TD’s con-
tract as he still had a contract with
Frank that was never dissolved. Quite
a guy, Harry James. While we are on
the subject of the big bands, the Tex
Beneke-“Glenn Miller” band played
a one nighter here in FLV last week.
Don’t fret if you missed it as he and
the Modernaires will be in the Desert
Inn in June. Theyll be in the Lady
Luck Lounge and I'll be there every
night. Next week’s issue will be our
special Christmas issue and I'll be giv-
ing my personal impressions of some
of the stars I've interviewed over the
past 11 years. And, by the way, dial
my way on TV 5 for “Dialing For
Dollars,” movie trivia and CASH. To
all of you and yours, the merriest of
Christmases and my heartfelt thanks
for supporting our lounges this past
year. Later.

Two men were working on the
White House lawn. They walked
about picking up papers with a long
spear. A wind suddenly blew one
bit of paper into the White House
through an open window. One of the
men rushed inside, but returned short-
ly.

“Did you get it?” asked his com-
panion.

“Nope, I was too late. He had al-
ready signed it.”

FABULOUS LAS VEGAS

DATELINE: NEW YORK:

OUT OF THE NOTEBOOK: An-
other unusual license plate seen about
town, MY, 70, N.Y. When this gent
tells an attendant — “Get my car” he
really means it. . . . In all our years of
cab riding we have always looked at
the name of the driver. The other aft-
ernoon during a trip down rainy Fifth
Avenue we glanced at the hackie’s
handle. Tt was the longest we've ever
glimpsed. How’s this for length —
Athanasius Drakoylarakos. When we
asked the cabbie, a ten year vet, about
it, he said: “This is nothing, some
Greeks have 20 letters in their last
names.” . . . A square is a guy who
thinks glassine envelopes are manufac-
tured to make stamp collectors happy.
... From a gal pal in Wall St.: “Doc-
tors and dentists are the worst inven-
tors. Lawyers are generally shrewd.”
... The Black Panthers call the F.B.I.
— “The Blood Counters,” in case J.
Edgar is interested.

OFF THE SHELF: Which came
first, the chicken or the egg? That’s
been an exhaustless single interroga-
tion for centuries. Ask the question —
which was more important, the movie
star or the movie in the development
of this American art form and without
resorting to an ex parte technique the
answer should be, the movie star. The
late Richard Griffith, an historian, a
magisterial man about films, has a
newly published (out of Doubleday)
prodigious work titled “The Movie
Stars” which makes a strong case for
the phenomena known as stars. For
almost a half century there existed
only a gossamer veil between cinema
patrons and the luminary with charis-
ma. Imagination, adulation and ador-
ation were the fuel the public needed.
Personal popularities soared and huge
salaries were paid to the created hum-
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an satellites. More times than not, the
story, the script, scenario, call it what
you will, came second in affection of
the ticket buyer. So in reading and
glancing thru the gigantic volume of
Griffith glimpses into the Hollywood
structure, one feels off on a month’s
vacation watching two or three pic-
tures a day. Lon Chaney writhes
again; Mae West is summa cum laude
with the tongue in cheek quips; Val-
entino is partially explained, the beau-
ty of a Gardner, a Lamarr, etc. are
shown; Gable’s magnetism is unfolded.
And comedians and the seemingly un-
attractive flicker comets are covered.
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