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PREFACE 
“That’s why people like to talk in Chinese when Chinese people are together, because some 

words are hard to express in another language, but in Chinese we can find the right word to do 
it.” 

 
 

Growing up in Shanxi Province, in southwestern China, in the 1970s and 1980s, Mei Yang was 

raised by parents with a love for cooking. She was raised speaking the Sichuan dialect and began 

learning English in middle school. After completing her Bachelor's and Master's degrees in 

Chinese universities, she earned her Ph.D. in Computer Science at the University of Texas at 

Dallas. In 2004, she came to UNLV as an assistant professor in the Department of Electrical and 

Computer Engineering; in 2016, she became a full professor and is currently a graduate 

coordinator. Here, she discusses attending university in China at the end of the Cold War, raising 

daughters in the U.S. while in a long-distance marriage, and what it means to be a woman in a 

STEM field. She reflects on the model minority myth and her daughters; on Chinese festivals 

and the COVID-19 pandemic, and on the Las Vegas Chinese community, its children's music 

ensembles, and director Li Linhong. 
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This is an interview for the Las Vegas Asian American and Pacific Islander Oral History 

Project for the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, on November 10th, 2021, interviewing Dr. 

Mei Yang, professor at UNLV.  

Please spell your first and last name. 

My first name is Mei, M-E-I. My last name is Yang, Y-A-N-G. 

And will be interviewed by Jourdin Wilson. First name J-O-U-R-D-I-N. Wilson, W-I-L-S-

O-N. 

Please talk about your family and your childhood. 

I was born in Sichuan Province in China. I have my parents and my brother in my family. I grew 

up in Sichuan up to about five years, and then because my dad is in the military, they relocate to 

Shanxi Province, and then my whole family moved there. At Shanxi, I spent my elementary 

school and junior high and high school there. That’s after eighteen years, I don’t need to talk 

about it, right? That’s that until I was seventeen years old, and then I went to college actually 

back in Sichuan in Chengdu. It’s actually the University of Science and Technology of China.  

Can you talk about some of your friends that you made there during your childhood? 

Yes. At my elementary school, actually we had some friends, actually playdates. One of the 

classmates, she still has contact with me because she married actually another friend, so they are 

both my friends. Also, in my middle school, actually I liked the middle school environment 

pretty well, and we had some classmates there and friends there. A couple of them, actually I still 

have contact with. Also, in high school, I do have my best friend and, also, the other girl who 

was actually…it’s kind of like a coincidence. It’s not like it was planned that we go to the same 

high school because I entered the high school first, and then she joined later. Then I realized, oh, 
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she is one of my old classmates. We are still very good friends right now, yes, who date back to 

the middle school time. 

How about family trips? 

During childhood at that time, yes, we didn’t have much money at that time. We don’t have 

much trip except going back to we call it probably hometown, hometown in Sichuan. I think at 

that time, my grandpa and grandma, they were both alive. They came to visit us probably once a 

couple of years. We have both grandparents on my mother’s side and my father’s side, and then 

they switched, took turns, probably one parents came in this year, and then the other 

grandparents came the other year. Then I think I remember we probably went back to our 

hometown. It was probably only once or twice before I went to college. After I went to college, I 

went back by myself once. 

Tell us about your grandparents.  

On my father’s side, and he has actually a big family. They have actually a lot of relatives 

actually in a pretty close area. My dad has one brother, younger brother, and, also, one younger 

sister. My grandpa, at that time, he’s working. In China at that time, there is very much 

difference between the people who are working, say, peasants and, also, the ones who actually 

are paid by the government. My grandpa was lucky at that time he was already paid by the 

government. It’s kind of a shop, some kind of entity, and then he was like the director there or 

something like that. Even though his salary was low compared to right now, much lower, at that 

time it’s still a big income to the whole family, so he is the one that is actually earning money. 

My grandma is a peasant, so she is doing all the crops, planted all the crops, and, also, some 

vegetables to sell. It was like that. The whole family lived together. My dad, my uncle, and then 

my aunt, they all actually lived together.  



 
 

3 
 

Tell us some stories your grandparents told you about their lives. 

My grandpa he is kind of gentleman style, and he is very serious. When he talks, you just feel, 

okay, we have to listen. All the people have to be quiet and listen to him. Of course, he is the one 

earning money, so of course, that’s the authority that has to be there. But he is also very 

interesting when he talks. He is talking very slow, but you can hear what he is talking about is 

something you have to believe. It’s that kind of feeling. He once was talking about a story. It was 

back sometime ago. Actually, at that time in China, we don’t have our own bathroom in our 

house. It is all shared, a shared bathroom. Also, the shower, of course, is shared. Then he was 

talking about there was one shower room, but at that time it’s not really good construction, so the 

shower room has a small window, and that window is closed during the wintertime to keep it 

warm. Then because the water is so hot and a lot of steam inside the shower room, it is less air in 

there. He was talking about people were taking a shower there, and then after some time, they 

feel hard to breathe, so hard, and then he was talking in a very funny voice, and I still remember 

that. Actually, it’s in Sichuan dialect in the way he talks. [Speaking Sichuan dialect] It means 

you have no air. People were feeling so hard to breathe, and they will probably die from that 

because it’s so much less air in there. That’s this thing I remember pretty clearly. 

What type of dialect do you speak? 

Actually, right now, I am speaking Mandarin most of the time, but I also speak Sichuan dialect 

with my parents.  

Are there any other stories from your grandparents? 

My grandpa, his personality, he is very sincere and, also, he is generous. He was respected by all 

the people in his working place. But my grandma is a different type. My grandma likes to work. 

She cannot stay there and do nothing. She always finds something to do. At their old house, my 



 
 

4 
 

grandma is the one actually cooking most of the time and served my grandpa. She sometimes 

complains and says, “Okay, this old guy doesn’t do anything.” She just says, “Okay, you do 

this,” and then you just say something. But he didn’t do real work, so my grandma would 

complain. My grandpa seldom gets angry. You can see that his face is probably not that shiny or 

that pleasant anymore, but he doesn’t really talk that much about this kind of thing. I like his 

style. When he says something, yes, everybody will listen to him, and if he doesn’t say, then you 

can feel what probably he is not happy with that, but he won’t really talk back and forth, this 

kind of thing. I like that. 

Can you talk about your higher education? 

My higher education, I got my bachelor's degree and, also, master’s degree from the University 

of Electronic Science and Technology of China. That was back in 1992 I entered the college. 

Actually, I am the lucky one who already knew what I wanted to do when I was in high school. I 

remember I wrote an essay because we were assigned to write an essay about what you plan on 

doing in the future, and I wrote that I wanted to be a computer scientist. I don’t know where I got 

that idea because we already started to take one programming course back in high school. That is 

what opened my eyes. Actually, those are Apple computers, Apple machine. That’s actually very 

old style, the bulky monitor, and then you have that terminal. It’s called terminal. You type 

something, and then you wait for some time, and it’s actually sent back to the memory machine 

and then displayed on the monitor, all green screen. It’s green. By that time, we can do a little bit 

of games, some kind of a text-based game or something. It was very interesting, and I just liked 

it, and that’s what motivated me to study computer.  

That’s been my college, so my major is, at that time, called computer information or 

computer technology, something like that. We have two tracks, the software orientated more than 
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hardware orientated. I think I’m on the hardware and application oriented. We learn actually 

many different courses. Of course, the first course that we learn is typing. We still have that 

typewriter, the old one, the mechanical one. Yes, we learned that. It was very fun. Then later, we 

started to learn programming languages. The first language we learned is actually Pascal. 

Actually, back in high school, we learned a little bit of BASIC, then Pascal. Even at that time, 

there is no teaching on C yet, but later I learned by myself. The teachers back in my college, they 

were really nice. I think I really enjoyed the time when I was in college. 

 Actually, right now, in many Chinese universities, they have this kind of system, like if 

you have a good GPA, then you actually will be recommended into the graduate program. You 

don’t need to take the entrance test. I was recommended to entering the master’s program, and I 

followed my advisor who is in the networking area, and then I focused on the research. I started 

doing research on the networking area. The system at that time, the topic came from the projects 

my advisor is doing, and that project was a collaborative with a company, and then we have to go 

to the company to do the work, probably the second year. We have actually a two-and-a-half-

year system for the master’s program. I probably spent about a year, most time, with the 

company. I actually go to them every day. But it’s actually very interesting. Most of the time, 

we’re working there by ourselves. I have a lab mate, and she is also working there. Many times, I 

stayed there in later hours, and sometimes I was working by myself in the lab and, also, in the 

building because sometimes I also go there during the weekends.  

How do you identify ethnically? 

I think I’m probably Chinese and Asian type, I think. 

Is there any specific—I’m sorry if this is redundant—specific regions that you identify 

with? 
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Yes. I think probably I’m still, we say, southwest side of China. China is so big, and we kind of 

partitioned the whole country, like northern and southern. The southern is kind of below Yangtze 

River. That river cuts the country into half. Then the southwest part is Sichuan and then close to 

Tibet. Included in Sichuan are also other two provinces, Guizhou and, also, Yunnan. We have 

some similar habits, living style because of the weather there. The weather there is pretty humid. 

Not that humid, actually, probably summertime is humid, but in the wintertime it’s cold and a 

little bit humid. It actually still feels so cold, actually. I still remember how cold it was. 

Can you describe some of the habits from the region you’re from compared to other 

regions? 

Yes. I think Sichuan, you probably see a lot of the restaurants here, Chinese restaurants, Sichuan 

cuisine. It’s actually the specific cuisine developed there, and people like to eat hot, spicy food. 

Actually, the chili is grown there. It’s specifically hot compared to other places. I think because 

of the soil there, something. Then they make the chili sauce very spicy and, also, the aroma 

makes you feel very pleasant. It’s different from Mexican and other chili sources. The taste is so 

delicious. Actually, even my family, we already moved out from Sichuan for many years, but we 

still keep that habit. We still make the chili sauce ourselves.  

Also, another food is called sausage. It's actually specially made during the months 

before the Spring Festival, probably the winter months, and so it’s cold, and you have to preserve 

the meat and some vegetables. The meat was actually put into this sack. You put the meat into it. 

Of course, the meat will be marinated with different sauces including the chili, and then there is 

another special pepper, also. It tastes very good. Some people put peanuts and some of those nuts 

into it. It can also add more flavor. It was so good because the meat itself…the pig is grown 

there, and because they eat the vegetables and eat those plants or some other stuff there, they 
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give off that special aroma in their meat. Then when you put it into making this sausage, it’s just 

very, very flavorful. Yes, it is a special flavor. 

Have you tried foods from different regions in China? 

Yes. 

How different is it? 

Yes, even though I didn’t really visit many provinces, but I went to Shanxi where I grew up. 

That place is northern side of China, and the people there like to eat noodles. A lot of those food 

are made by flour. They don’t eat much chili, but they eat vinegar because I think the water there 

is hard. It’s like the water here. Actually, the water here is also very hard. They need soft stuff to 

digest the food, so vinegar. That place is very famous for vinegar. They make also very good 

vinegar. They put the vinegar in the noodle and, also, different dishes, they also put vinegar. At 

that place, you eat that and you feel it’s actually very harmonic because it’s very natural. You 

will feel you’d like to add some vinegar to your food. At my hometown, it’s different. You don’t 

feel that you want to add more vinegar to your dishes. It’s different. I think it’s because the 

places are different, and people’s eating habits are different, and also, the water you’re drinking 

out of this whole system is different.  

 I also went to Shanghai, the east part of China, because my husband’s hometown is on 

the east part of China. His family eats the Shanghai kind of style food. They actually eat no chili 

at all. Vinegar is less to eating. They actually like bamboo, little bamboo, and they eat a lot of 

bamboo, actually. Also, they preserve the bamboo by adding salt to it and making it dried out, 

and then they can eat it the whole year, yes, a lot of them. Also, the fish and shrimp, they are 

actually grown in a river, not in a sea because the sea, that’s different type of fish and different 

type of shrimp, and the taste is wholly different. They like the river one better. 
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When did you decide to move to the United States? 

That was actually after I got my master’s degree. I was probably influenced by one of my college 

teachers. At that time, she was in the U.S. already. I was actually teaching his son in math, like 

tutoring. His son at that time was in middle school, and I was in college. She gave me some 

advice. She said, “Okay, probably if you want to study computer science, you probably want to 

go to a graduate program in the U.S.” That’s when I started to prepare for applying for the PhD 

in U.S. universities, and luckily, I think I got two offers at that time. Then I decided to go to the 

University of Texas at Dallas. 

What year was that? 

That’s 1999. 

How was the traveling experience? 

Actually, I took some flights back in China in between those different cities before, but this 

international flight is a very, very long time. Actually, my first flight was transit to Tokyo, yes, 

Tokyo Narita. We stopped there and then changed to my other flight and then to Dallas. That’s a 

direct flight. That’s probably ten or twelve hours, I guess. It was so long. I felt like my leg was 

swollen. I had to walk to relax myself. It was so much different from my past trips. Also, when I 

first landed to Dallas, it was in the summer, I think it’s August. It was so humid and hot, and then 

I was feeling, okay, is this Mars? I thought I was on a different planet. It is so much different 

than back in China. Yes, that is my first feeling.  

 Academic sister, she was actually two years ahead of me. We actually had the same 

master advisor, so we call it academic sister. She was in Dallas already, and so she picked me up. 

Actually, I lived in her apartment for one night before I went to my university.  
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Did you go anywhere specific first? Was there anything you really wanted to see in Dallas 

when you first got there? 

Actually, I don’t remember why I picked UT Dallas. I think at that time, yes, their computer 

science program was growing at that time, I could tell. Because I took the GRE test and, also, 

TOEFL, and both scores were not that high. I got a medium range or a little bit above medium 

range. I was not that confident to apply to all those good schools even though I was sitting a little 

bit above that range, so I think I can actually give it a try. The other university I got an offer was 

University of Florida. But Dallas gave me a full scholarship, and the other was three-quarter. I 

was thinking, okay, I probably should go to this full one. 

What was the hardest thing about leaving China? 

I had just gotten married before I left China for my PhD study, so it was probably one and a half 

months I got married. I don’t know if my husband is really happy with that. I had a little concern, 

but I talked to him. I said, “Maybe I just get my PhD degree, and maybe I will still go back to 

China to work.” He was supportive, actually. I tried three times to get my visa. The first two 

times were rejected. For some reason, I was so nervous because the visa officer actually talked to 

me in English. At that time, I was so nervous that I cannot even hear clearly what he is saying. 

The first time I remember he was asking me, “What is a protocol?” He had another question, 

“What is a particle?” I didn’t hear that “particle” clearly. I was nervous I even asked him to 

pardon me and to say it again. I sounded like a printer or something, blah, blah, something like 

that. Then, of course, that’s not good. I remember the second try, and that was the first try. 

 The third time I got my visa. At that time, I told my husband, “If I don’t get a visa on the 

third time, I will just give up and stay there and work.” I was in a company, actually, before I 
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came to U.S. I had been working in a company for three months. Before I got visa, I won’t tell to 

quit from the company. I said, “If I don’t get a visa, I will just stay here to continue my work.”  

What was it like leaving your other family members behind? 

Actually, my parents are pretty supportive. That may be because my dad is actually relocating to 

different places. He actually relocated to the northeast part of China before. But my family only 

went to Shanxi, but then later they have to relocate to the east and north part again, but he said, 

“Okay, no, we’re not moving,” so we stayed there, and he retired at that time. Probably because 

of this background, he relocated and, also, we relocated from different places. They also told me 

and my brother, “You guys should go out to see different worlds. It’s actually always good if you 

see different worlds.” That’s the encouragement from my childhood. My parents were 

encouraging us.  

Then I went to Chengdu for my college. Actually, there is still about a one-day shuttle in 

between my hometown to Chengdu. Actually, it’s a long distance. We went back once. It’s not in 

the same city. Then after I graduated for my master’s degree, my husband is in Shanghai, so then 

I moved from southwest to the east. I still had that dream to come to U.S. to study.  

My parents always supported me, and my brother, also, he was supportive. He also even 

sent me off when I left China. He actually went to Shanghai and then sent me off to the flight at 

that time. 

How do you stay in touch with distant family members? 

Back in 1999, we were actually very limited. At that time, we already have the Internet, but it’s 

not possible to do a web chat or a video. The Internet doesn’t have that technology yet. But we 

do have emails and, also, we write letters. I wrote letters, actually, to my parents. Also, we made 
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phone calls. Yes, we’d do phone calls probably once a month or something like that. With my 

husband, of course, probably more frequently. That’s how we stay in touch. 

Were there ever issues with letters getting lost in the mail? 

It probably once or twice, not that often, actually. It’s hard to get someone, say, from the same 

place and then take some stuff to visit you. It’s very, very impossible because it’s so far distance. 

My mother actually visited me. That was the year 2000 because I had Irene. My daughter was 

born in 2001. I think my mother came in 2001, actually, right after I gave birth to my first 

daughter. Then my husband was with me in the year 2000. He was on an F-2 visa. He came to 

stay with me. That’s how half of my family are together.  

Then I went back to China right after one semester after coming to U.S. because my 

husband’s family—after we got our marriage certificate, and we didn’t get no ceremony yet. 

Then his family is still expecting we have a ceremony. Then I went back to have a ceremony, 

actually in winter break.  

What year was that for the ceremony? 

The ceremony was at the end of 1999. 

What are yours and your family’s fondest memories of home? 

You mean the funnest? 

Fondest, memories you hold closest to you. 

It should be something like an object or something? It has to be tangible, or it could be…? 

It could be an experience. 

I think probably there are good memories on the food, yes, because my parents are really good at 

making food. They are very good. They are also creative in making food. When I was in middle 

school and high school, because in the morning we would have to get so early to ride to the 
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school, my dad created a lot of these different dishes for us in the morning. At that time, we 

don’t have that much milk to drink. We actually had eggs. He will make that kind of soup with 

eggs in it. Also, he made some steamed buns and, of course, different fillings into it. Even 

though at that time we actually had very less money, but he and my mom tried to make a 

nutritious food for me and my brother. I was…I shouldn’t say tall, but I was actually middle to 

high in terms of my height. My dad would always say, “You’re growing,” during those several 

years, especially middle school. He said, “You’ve got to eat enough food and enough nutrition, 

absorb enough nutrition so you can grow taller.” That’s what always he is saying. Yes, we kind 

of followed his words. Of course, the food is delicious, too, so we don’t really hate the food. He 

always tried all different ways to make the food tasteful. That’s what I think is the most 

memorable, and I can still make some of the food they did back at that time when my mother and 

father were raising me. They would also make their own style of food in their own way. Those 

things are hard to find on the outside. You cannot buy it from anywhere. 

Any other memories you’d like to bring up? 

Other things, yes, my dad is very good at crafting. He made a lot of wood pieces. He made a lot 

of wood crafting. I guess I inherited some of his skills, and that’s also memorable. He actually 

deliberately trained us to do this. Sometimes when he made the food, he asked us to watch and 

then practice. When he would do some wood crafting work, he would ask us to also watch. In 

some way, we inherited from him. 

Why did you and your family move to Las Vegas? 

I got my PhD degree back in 2003. At first, I actually found a job in Georgia, and I went to 

Georgia and worked at Columbus State University for one year. That school is kind of like a 

teaching school, so they have the bachelor and master’s degree, but they don’t have a PhD 
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degree. I was still really interested in doing research, and so I was also looking for some jobs 

which can actually support my research. At that time, UNLV has an opening, and I applied, and 

luckily, I got the offer and moved here. 

What were your first memories of Las Vegas? 

When I first landed here, I saw those buildings, the hotels on the Strip, and it was kind of 

exciting because when I was back in Georgia, Georgia is more flat style, and you don’t really see 

those kinds of tall buildings in Georgia. I had a good feeling of, okay, it’s the style I like. Also, 

here it has a pretty good Chinatown that I can get groceries and all kinds of food where it’s 

probably hard to find in Georgia because back there I had—there was a Korean shop, Korean 

grocery store, but there is no Chinese grocery store. We had to go to Atlanta. It’s a ninety-mile 

drive. It was too far. It was better to find a place which has a Chinatown. 

Where did you live when you first arrived in Las Vegas? 

I lived in apartments close to UNLV, which was called Tamarus. Yes, Tamarus is down the 

street. I thought I could probably walk sometimes, but I never actually walked to UNLV. It’s at 

the cross street of Maryland. I still drove. That apartment, the good thing is it has a window at 

the kitchen area, so I liked that. I’m particular like that. I like a window in the kitchen so I can 

see the light from outside, and then when I cook some stuff, it’s more pleasant.  

What were the most difficult things about the early days in Las Vegas? 

Because my husband at that time went back to China after Irene, my elder one, was one year old, 

and then after that I was basically staying here by myself. After I moved to Las Vegas, my 

husband was still in China. Irene was in China, too. I was by myself again here. I was thinking, 

how can we get together? This job meant I would be staying for long; I wasn’t thinking about 

changing to another place, so I was thinking about that. Then my husband and Irene visited me 



 
 

14 
 

during their winter break because that’s close to the Spring Festival, that time. At that time, I 

already started looking for houses. We already actually have our one house we were pretty 

seriously thinking about buying it, and I thought to bring Irene here. But then I guess my 

husband was not that sure yet. He is thinking that he is not sure if he will move here or not. We 

had some discussion and, also, some hesitation. He had some hesitation. It was unclear family 

future, actually, at that time. That probably is the hardest thing, I think.  

Who was helpful in those first years when you were meeting new people? 

Yes, I had my colleague, Dr. Jiang. He is associate professor now. He was actually helping me, 

introducing me to the department. When I first came here, I didn’t know which apartment is 

good or not. I lived in one friend’s house. She is still my friend. The apartment. There is a couple 

over there, they actually were very helpful. Also, some of the students of Dr. Jiang at that time 

are also pretty helpful. 

What was Las Vegas like compared to other U.S. cities you lived in? 

At that time, I probably visited Atlanta, and then I had a conference somewhere, Phoenix, I 

guess. I went to a couple of cities and then San Francisco, also. Compared to those cities, I think 

Las Vegas was not too big. It’s actually medium-sized, but you can find almost everything here. 

Living is very convenient. You don’t need to drive too much to go anywhere. The people here 

are also friendly. They’re friendly, and they’re also open-minded. They could accept the 

immigrants and people from different places. 

What were these cities like compared to the cities you had visited in China? 

The cities in China are more…because their style is different. In China, actually every city has 

public transportation, so it’s actually very convenient to take the bus or take a shuttle or either a 

train service. Those things are very common in China. Here in Las Vegas, of course, we have 



 
 

15 
 

some public transportation, but it’s very limited, so you have to drive. Also, on the other side, the 

Chinese cities, residential is more condensed, so you have a very high tower, buildings. Those 

community services are all surrounding, and sometimes you can walk to go to a restaurant or 

grocery shopping or something or not a far distance. That’s also pretty different and very 

convenient.  

First, the weather is so much different. In China, I think the weather—where I lived the 

most time, in Shanghai, and then my husband is in Hangzhou, so those places are all very humid 

especially in the summertime, and in the wintertime it’s cold. It’s wet and cold, so it’s totally 

different. I like the weather here better because you don’t feel that it’s so chilly during the 

wintertime, especially. 

Can you explain what your family is like now in Las Vegas? 

Yes. My family right now, my older one, Irene, she is starting college. She actually transferred to 

Michigan this fall. My younger daughter is in middle school right now. Actually, my husband is 

still in China. We are a long-distance commute. He has his work in China, and his parents are in 

China. That’s the situation. We’re probably used to it right now. Myself and my husband are 

similar in terms of this. We would like to work a lot of time. We actually are working—as my 

daughter said, we put work at a higher priority than family. It’s probably true. Yes, it is true in 

terms of that. We don’t really say we had to stick together, that kind of stuff. We’re okay that 

we’re not here, but, of course, we still support each other, and we actually have this video 

conversation and have the family video session kind of thing every week. Yes, we are still close 

to each other, but we’re not living together.  

Have any other relatives moved to the United States? 

No. 
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Can you describe all the jobs you’ve had in Las Vegas? 

When I moved here, I was in the electrical and computer engineering department as an assistant 

professor. Then I got promoted to associate professor and then to full professor. The full 

professor was actually in 2016. That was about five years ago. I guess I was smooth during this 

process. Of course, I worked very hard to get what I expected to achieve. It’s probably some kind 

of balance on the life side and the work side. That’s why probably my daughters are complaining 

sometimes. They say, “Okay, you even work at home. You have a lot of things to do.”  

Sometimes I didn’t really satisfy their needs, but I try to balance on the two sides.  

I would say I have ambition or something because right now I’m in the department as a 

graduate coordinator, so it’s actually a lot more work compared to before, administration kind of 

work. I need to meet more students, actually. I need to actually talk to students and publicize our 

graduate program. We do this review of the graduate applications and, also, I collaborate with 

California State University. We try to actually recruit students from their side. Actually, 

yesterday we just finished two meetings for their students to come and publicize our graduate 

program. Actually, it’s more responsibility than before apart from my own research and my 

teaching job. This is additional work.  

I enjoy it because myself, I like the faculty job. When I was actually looking for a job—

before I got my PhD, when I started looking for jobs, I only tried the university jobs. I didn’t 

even think about the industry jobs. I think I just like it. I enjoy teaching classes. Also, I like the 

winter break, summer break, and flexibility. Also, right now, I am doing some work on engaging 

secondary level students. That’s a part of the grant I got from NSF, especially the female 

students to our engineering program because our engineering program only had 18 percent 

female students, and that’s way below the percentage of the female students at the university. 
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There is actually more than 50 percent of female students, but our college only had 18 percent. 

We’re trying to bring more female students.  

For clarification, what years were you an assistant professor? 

That’s 2004 I started, and then I got my associate professor in 2010, and then full professor in 

2016. 

I’m sorry, what was the last term? 

The 2016, full professor. 

Thank you. Where in Las Vegas have you lived? 

I lived in this apartment close to the university. I lived there for one and a half years, and then I 

bought a house in Henderson. Actually, when I bought my first house, I was thinking, okay, I can 

bring my elder daughter here, and she needed to go to elementary school and middle school and 

high school, and so I searched all these school zones. I picked that location because I was 

thinking, okay, these schools are good. That was my plan. But it then turned out that it didn’t 

work that well. I brought my elder one actually before her first grade. It was actually still 

kindergarten. She was even before kindergarten, preschool. My dad visited me, and then he 

brought my daughter here because after I got my house, I thought I should move them here. Then 

my elder one, she attended preschool close to the airport. There is one called Horizon or 

something. They are still there, actually. That one is still there. She was there for three months, 

and then we got the summer break, I took her back to China again. Because I’m by myself here, 

my husband is still working in China, I didn’t feel safety. Sometimes I just feel like, okay, what 

if I just like to pick up my daughter, and I’m stuck somewhere and I couldn’t go, who will 

replace me? I don’t have a backup. I was so nervous on that. I told my husband, “It’s very hard 

to work out this way, just by myself.”  
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Also, my job duty at that time, I need to—you know the tenure system. The university 

runs this tenure system. Before we get tenure, we’re under pressure. We have to work hard, and 

we have to get more research done, publications, and write more grant proposals to get more 

funding. That kind of pressure is so heavy, and I have to spend a lot of time on work. I kind of 

feel it’s probably not a good idea for myself to take care of my daughter, and also, at the same 

time, I had to work for tenure. 

Then I discussed with my husband that it may be better to let my elder one stay in China 

four more years. Actually, in China, it’s pretty convenient. She attended kindergarten. 

Kindergarten is so close. Her grandparents can just walk her there. I think it’s about ten minutes’ 

walking distance, very convenient. Also, they covered everything. They provide lunch. It’s 

actually not much cost. It’s very cheap. Actually, the environment and everything is very 

friendly and, also, very convenient compared to by myself here. I would struggle sometimes, like 

if I’m late, I was in a rush to pick her up. I think that’s why we made that change there.  

After I got my tenure, then I felt more job security, and so I thought, okay, maybe it’s 

time to bring my elder one here. I actually already had my second one, my younger one, who 

was born in 2009. She was also in China, raised by her grandparents, my husband’s parents, 

because in China we have that tradition; the grandparents will take care of the grandchildren. 

They will actually live together. They watch the toddlers and the babies for them before they 

start kindergarten. In China, the preschool started at three years old, even two years old. 

Sometimes they have a babysitter place. It’s actually a government-established one, and some 

are private ones. Yes, they’re pretty good, actually, the environment. The kids were pretty safe, 

and they had all the food and nutrition. That whole system is more supportive for the younger 
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kids. That’s why I also sent my younger one back to China, and I visit them at winter break and 

then summer break, also, those breaks. 

The tradition is always with the husband or the son’s parents? 

Yes. The dad’s side parents, yes, they probably, most likely, are commonly the one who takes 

the role. But in my family case, my parents actually watched my elder one for several years, 

actually, before she moved to Hangzhou. Some family, actually the mom’s side parents, they 

actually discuss and then negotiate. They say, “Okay, whoever has more time and it’s more 

convenient.” Like that. 

In the neighborhoods that you lived in, were there other people who are also Chinese? 

Yes. I bought the second house back in 2014. It is actually more south of the 215. That area is 

Green Valley Ranch area. Yes, there is many Chinese neighbors. On my same street, I have two 

families that are Chinese. 

When you first moved here, were there Chinese people? 

Probably in the apartment, no, not that I know. Because we have the colleagues, some of the 

colleagues actually joined UNLV the same year as me, and so I know some of them.  

How have these neighborhoods changed over time? 

You know that downturn, the house bubble thing? It started from 2008, I think, or something like 

that. 

The recession? 

Yes, recession, yes, the bubble thing broke. That was actually 2008 until 2012, several, three or 

four years, I think, period. Yes, at that time, I was in my first house. I was living there. Then I 

started seeing a lot of houses selling, those flags in the neighborhood. At that time, I was paying 

my mortgage. The good part is that I have this secure job, and so I didn’t worry about paying my 
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mortgage even though that house price is dropping so much. I thought, I can still keep my house, 

and probably later on they will come back. But I saw my neighbors returning.  

Of course, because I’m by myself, most time, I didn’t really know much of the neighbors. 

I think I remember one neighbor on the east side. That one was rented to other people, and that 

family lived there for a long time, many years there. They had a lot of friends and, also, family 

members, a lot, so they had a lot of cars parking in the front yard, and sometimes they parked on 

my lot. Most of the time, I’m by myself, and I only have one car, and so I really didn’t care about 

those things. Sometimes they actually say hi to me. Probably that’s the only neighbor that we 

interact. Then the other neighbor was on my west side, and he bought the house at some time, 

and then they sold it, I think maybe because of the downturn. The price dropped so much that 

then he didn’t think it’s worth to spend money on it, and so he left. Then that house was rented 

out.  

I started thinking maybe I should move because the neighborhood is changing. Many 

houses were actually bought by some investor for an investment house. Some are rented most of 

the time, and then those residents are changing, and so I don’t feel that safe there. I forgot to tell 

you about this one, this story. It was once my house was robbed. At that time, I already had my 

elder one, and that was 2012 she came to U.S. and moved back to U.S. The robbery happened in 

2013. It’s actually some fault on me because I sometimes like to open the window a little bit just 

to keep some fresh air. It’s a Chinese habit. I open the window, and sometimes I open the 

window, too, facing my backyard, and sometimes I open my bedroom window, which is actually 

facing the front yard. Actually, before that happened, I never thought about it’s not safe to do 

that. I don’t have a security system, even. There was one day, and I still have that open, very 

small crack opening on my bedroom window facing the front yard. Then when I came back after 
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I picked up my elder one, I saw that window was open so big. I was shocked and thought 

probably something happened. I just rushed into my garage, and then I just saw that my TV was 

gone. I have a laptop at home, and it was gone. My daughter has a flute, and it was gone. I was 

searching around to see if any other things were lost. At that time, I didn’t have any experience 

about this kind of thing, and so I rushed to all rooms, the closets, to check if anything was lost. 

Then I called the police.  

The police came, and he told me, “Okay, next time don’t move to search in different 

places. You just stay outside in case some of the guys were still actually hiding somewhere. It’s 

dangerous.” I said, “Okay.” I learned this.  

Actually, it turned out to be someone—I had my contractor who was actually fixing the 

roof for me, and he had a very long ladder, that kind of shifting ladder, in my backyard, and that 

one was staying there for a long time. Actually, he delayed and delayed taking that one away. 

My estimate, I was trying to figure out what was going on because it must be someone who 

already knows that I like to open a window, and they are observing us. I analyzed it. I think most 

likely it’s my neighbor. Probably, most likely, it’s the male neighbor who has so many friends, 

so many cars, because they have so many different friends, I don’t know who. Then I watched 

them observe us, have this kind of habit, and so they know what time I went to work and what 

time I came back. Then when I was gone, they moved the ladder. Actually, the policeman 

checked my backyard and saw that the ladder was in a different place. Because they moved the 

ladder on the front yard, and then they just leaned the ladder towards my bedroom window. My 

bedroom window is on the second floor. The ladder helped them. Yes, they got up there and 

robbed my house. 
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But I didn’t feel scared. That was the first time. Of course, I feel so frustrated from the 

loss of stuff and my computer and my camera, actually. I had a camera before. I lost a lot of 

stuff. But I am also glad we were not in the house when they did this in case we had to confront 

those people doing the robbery. That’s the thing I think it’s a good sign because my daughter and 

me are still safe.  

Then the police were actually distributing notices to all the neighbors, but they didn’t 

give me any update later, like what’s going on? In my analysis, I think it’s most likely this 

neighbor or neighbor’s friends or something.  

Then after that I was thinking I should probably move; I should move to a different place, 

probably say I was even motivated. I had just started to look at houses before that, but that 

incident made me determined. I determined in my mind that I have to move.  

That’s when you moved in 2014, and you said you have more Chinese neighbors now? 

Yes, we have a Chinese neighbor and, also, that area, I’d say, I feel safer even though it still has 

no community gate; it’s open. But I feel more safer in that area. Also, my neighbors are 

relatively stable. My neighbor on the one side, a couple, they actually lived there…probably the 

house they bought at the start time, and they’ve lived there so long. Then my other neighbor, 

they probably moved to somewhere, and they started to rent that house out. Right now, my other 

side neighbor is changing, but this side is stable. Then the front neighbor across the street, 

they’re actually sort of stable.  

What traditions and festivals are important to your family? 

I think Spring Festival is definitely the most important one and, also, there is one called Red 

Lantern Festival that’s actually a half-month later than the Spring Festival. There is also what we 

call the Dragon Boat Festival. That’s in the start of the summer. It’s kind of start of summer, 
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close to June because that’s our lunar calendar. Each year it’s a different date. It’s around early 

June or middle of June, something like that. Then the mid-autumn festival, we call it the 

Mooncake Festival, that’s around September or October. 

How did your celebrations and festivals change after you moved to Las Vegas? 

Actually, the Spring Festival was the most important one. As a tradition, we gathered together, 

the whole family. Actually, for my case, because my parents are living actually close to my 

brother, so they’re in the south part of China, southern China, and my husband’s side is on the 

east side, so we are not in the same region. Then we never get a chance for the two sides 

together. I now stay more time with my husband’s family now. Actually, I went back to China to 

spend the Spring Festival with him in 2011. When I had my first sabbatical leave, I went back 

there. The tradition in China, you actually have several days you will celebrate, at least five days. 

They have at least a five-day break, something like that. Then they will have meeting family and 

visiting relatives and all sorts of food made for the Spring Festival. It was still there. 

 When I stayed here by myself and I sometimes visit my Chinese friends, yes, they have 

some party probably the day before the Spring Festival. That day is like New Year’s Eve, 

Chinese New Year’s Eve. We’ll mostly gather on that day. That’s the Spring Festival. Actually, 

in Chinatown, they have some kind of celebration of that during that period, between the Spring 

Festival and the Red Lantern Festival.  

Personally, I like the mid-autumn festival a lot because I think that’s a beautiful season. 

It’s a very beautiful season. Also especially, the eat mooncakes. I like to make the mooncakes 

myself. Of course, we can buy it from the store. Actually, Costco sells the mooncakes. It was on 

the shelf yesterday, I saw. It’s not like saying that you cannot buy it, you cannot get it from here, 

it’s just a way to say you’re satisfied. I am satisfied with the making process. It does take a lot of 
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time. You have to prepare the syrup because that syrup is actually specially made, and you have 

to make that syrup first, and then, also, the filling. There are different fillings, like red bean 

filling and, also, the chestnuts. It’s a very delicious filling. Also, there is this date. The dates in 

China, you peel off the skin, and the date meat you put in there and actually make the filling. 

There are actually all different types of filling. They are all sweet. They are sweet, but not as 

sweet as compared to American food. Then you need to mix that syrup with the flour. It’s like 

you do the bread. You have to let it rest for a while, and then it should be very soft when you 

actually touch it. It’s very soft. It’s a very special way you actually wrap the filling into it. I saw 

one cartoon, a short clip, mooncake kind of thing, they showed the process, but I don’t like that 

one because I don’t think they actually know how to do that because that one, it’s like they are 

making a steam bun kind of style. Actually, the cake skin should be very thin. It’s very thin. You 

don’t actually press it and then put the filling. Actually, the skin is very soft, and you just use 

your palm to press a little bit, and then put the filling, and then you start to actually close it. It’s 

not like you make a dumpling; you actually roll that skin and then put a filling, and then you just 

wrap it. That’s a totally different skill. I thought they should do our way who really made this 

cake before they made that cartoon.  

Anyway, making mooncakes and the cake-making process, you have the family gather 

together. The family gets together and does this food together. Food connects everyone. I guess 

that’s the meaning of that and, also, that’s why I like that because my daughter helps me do this, 

and it’s like a past tradition to the next generation. Also, they can understand what the meaning 

is of the tradition of the mooncake being round. When the moon is a full moon, that’s a full-

moon day. Chinese people like the round shape. It stands for people being together, and you get 

everything smooth. That’s what round means, and that’s why we like the round shape. 
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What are some of the most significant events in the history of your family? 

Before I left China, the significant one would be when I actually got admitted to college because 

it’s a big thing at that time because at that time there’s not a high percentage of people that went 

to college. Then if you got admitted, that’s a pretty good achievement. My brother was admitted 

actually in the medical field, so he was in the university in the medical field. Of course, that is 

definitely a job that everybody was so happy. When I was admitted in this university, my family 

was so happy. That’s the big events.  

Next probably is when I was married. Actually, when I was married, I had the ceremony 

held in my family first, with my parents first. Then I came to U.S., and I went back to get my 

other ceremony at my husband’s home. My parents’ side, of course, they saw that I was married 

and, also, I got my admission to the PhD program, both things together, and they were actually 

pretty happy for me.  

Were there any significant events in your community? 

My current community? 

Both past and current. 

My elder one and the younger one, they both actually joined the Li Linhong Chinese Music 

Ensemble, and they actually had a performance twice a year. That’s a pretty big event, I think, 

for us. They actually spent a lot of time practicing the music. Also, they gathered together to 

actually shoot some videos on that. On the performance day, they actually had to be there pretty 

early and, also, the parents. They needed help out there. We actually have a big family there 

because, also, we brought our own food. Every parent made their own food, and then we share 

the food together. It’s kind of like a festival for us after the performance. Actually, their 

ensemble was interviewed by one guy on, I think, PBS. There was PBS, and I think he was—I’m 
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so bad at remembering people’s names, sorry. He was actually from Tanzania, that guy, and he is 

actually our artist and also the chef. Then he visited our ensemble and had an interview. There 

was actually one TV show on this ensemble and, also, Chinese food, our own food displayed 

there, and then he tried out different foods and shared his own thoughts on that. That’s also a 

pretty big one. 

What are the greatest differences that you find between Las Vegas and other places you’ve 

lived? 

We had this one before, right? The other question is similar to this? Las Vegas is a very diverse 

place, and different school groups, they live in town. You can find Chinatown, Koreatown, 

Indiantown. Different groups can actually find their own food in the grocery store and in the 

community services. I think that’s very, very unique about Las Vegas. Also, this city is actually 

very famous and determined, of course, so it’s actually convenient in terms of transportation 

because a lot of U.S. cities have direct flights here, and you can go fly to any of those cities on a 

direct flight. That’s very, very convenient to go anywhere. 

Were there any differences that really stood out maybe in a negative way? 

In Las Vegas? 

Las Vegas or other places that you’ve lived in compared to Las Vegas. 

I think Las Vegas’ only drawback is probably the weather in the summertime. It’s so dry and so 

hot. I’m actually okay with that because compared to humid, I like it dry. You actually don’t feel 

that much hot, actually, because of the less humidity. Another thing I think is the environment is 

probably a like a desert landscape, and so you don’t really see much of the green stuff. The 

plants are…I plant some at my house, and it’s hard to grow something. You have to give so 
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much water. Also, the soil itself is not fertilized, and so you have to put a lot of fertilizer, and 

then it’s not easy to do that part. 

Do you see a big difference in lifestyle in different cities compared to Las Vegas? 

Yes and no. I think in the U.S., most places are all based on having your own car, so you have to 

drive. I think that’s probably similar to everywhere except New York or Boston or somewhere. 

Most places you have to have a car. I think probably the food side, Vegas is very, very good in 

terms that you can find almost all kinds of food. Also, it’s less cost. I don’t need to spend much 

money, and you can get many authentic foods. 

Were there any differences you noticed in politics or how people were politically? 

Yes. I think it’s good in terms of that at Las Vegas. I think people are more open-minded 

compared to other places where people are more conservative. Here, I think people are more 

open-minded. I don’t know what percentage of people are really getting to the votes, but I feel 

like at least the people I know, like my daughter, yes, she is actively voting. Also, her friends are 

actually voting. I think that’s good to see for the younger generation people. Yes, they practice, 

or they are actually participating in the future of the nation. 

For languages, are you able to meet people in Las Vegas that speak the same dialects as 

you? 

Yes. Yes, I do have some friends who actually can speak Sichuan dialect, yes. 

Are there any cultural differences that stand out to you whether it’s with other Asian 

Americans or just compared to the U.S.? Was there maybe a big culture shock? 

I think among the Asian people, yes, there definitely was some difference. My neighbors are 

actually Korean, the professor. I visit their house, also. Yes, their living style is different from us. 

Also, I met some Indian people. My department has several professors, and I also visit their 
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house. I met a person face to face, and we had some virtual meetings, from Thailand. Yes, there 

are some differences, definitely. But I think it’s easy to communicate in terms of that, and that 

shouldn’t be a problem. Of course, American culture is actually a big difference from Asian 

ones. I am still learning. I’m not good at it at all. I’m still learning, especially with names. I’m 

still having difficulty memorizing people’s names. Also, the stuff American people enjoy 

probably is far away from me. Americans like football particularly and, also, baseball. I think 

those games, they probably chat on that and, also, the TV shows they like, and I probably didn’t 

really watch. That’s kind of a big difference there. Between my colleagues, a lot of my 

colleagues actually grew up here, and I probably don’t have much in common, topic to talk about 

other than our work. 

Is there anything religious or a spirituality that you follow? Is it difficult to practice here if 

you do that? 

Yes, I’m probably pretty simple on that. I do not believe any religion. Actually, my generation of 

people from China, probably most of them do not have a religion because when we were 

educated, it was not encouraged to have a religion in China. But I don’t mind communicating 

with people who have religion. I think many Indian professors have their own religion, and some 

other people are Christian. I’m okay. Actually, I attended some of those religious activities when 

I first came here because they have a gathering during Thanksgiving and then they have a party 

thing. Yes, I went there probably a couple of times. Myself, I guess I still believe in what I used 

to be, so I didn’t really convert myself to any of these religions. 

What should people who have never traveled outside of Las Vegas know about your 

country’s culture and history? 
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I think probably I would say Chinese people like eating. The food is very important back in 

China, so important. It’s probably the major stuff connecting people. That’s why probably other 

country people feel different. They spend a lot of time making food and, also, talking about food 

and, also, sharing the food. This is actually probably the major thing people should know about. 

 Also, I think Chinese people are proud of our own language. That’s actually a for-sure 

thing because it has a long history, five thousand years. There are a lot of interesting stories, and 

that structure of the language comes from it, and so it’s unique. That’s why people like to talk in 

Chinese when Chinese people are together because some words are hard to express in another 

language, but in Chinese we can find the right word to do it. I think probably American people 

feel the same thing. That’s their mother tongue, how to express it more appropriately rather than 

compared to a foreign language, that same kind of feeling. I think probably people feel a little bit 

awkward if I am talking with someone who is Chinese and I am speaking Chinese, but I’m 

hoping that people can have more tolerance on that because this is really something I feel when I 

talk there are some words, I can’t find the right English name for it. There is the same feeling 

about that.  

 Another thing culture-wise, I think Chinese people are too friendly, so friendly, and they 

welcome people. They want to share food with you, and they want to provide some kind of 

suggestion to you or something. They’re so enthusiastic sometimes that you feel a little bit, why? 

Probably the younger generation is not like that, but in my generation, we feel people are 

so…you just feel easy together, familiar with someone, and you actually like to help people. We 

like to help each other, and we just try to provide or offer that to people, even though probably 

they don’t need it, but we just like to do that. 

What was it like learning English? 
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Actually, we started learning English from middle school. My generation is starting from middle 

school. I was lucky to have one English teacher, and actually I still have contact with him. He is 

now a professor at Shanghai Normal University. He actually is really good at pronunciation. At 

that time, few English teachers can pronounce that accurately because many probably had their 

own dialect, so when they speak English, they have that dialect accent in there. But he is the one 

that you cannot tell that accent. Then I’m lucky to start learning English from him. We learned 

those pronunciations in a much better way compared to many of my other generation friends, so 

that’s a good part. Also, I like English and, also, spend some time to speak. Actually, the reading 

part is still my weak part. I didn’t really finish a whole English novel yet. I like to read some 

articles. I like reading articles, newspaper, and watch some of those shows. I enjoy learning and, 

also, it’s another thing that motivated me to apply to the U.S. I think, okay, English is something 

I can handle. I am still learning, but at least I can try.  

By the time you applied for the PhD program, you felt really prepared? 

Actually, I took the first training courses offered back in China. It’s called Beijing New East 

Orient School or something like that. They did do this training in English specifically. I took 

their lessons. Actually, that was during winter break that I went to Beijing to take the lessons. 

But I am still not very good at learning those vocabulary because GRE, the oral part, has a lot of 

those awkward vocabulary and very used ones. I’m still not good at that. Also, reading. The 

reading and long sentences, it’s so hard to integrate. I’m still not good at that part. Actually, the 

process I enjoyed a lot because I met different people. We actually took the last classes from 

different teachers, and some of the teachers are really knowledgeable, and they actually teach a 

lesson in a pretty interesting way, so I liked that. 

This might be a little bit repetitive. What do you like the most about living in Las Vegas? 
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Las Vegas, again, it’s a very friendly place and, also, convenient. I also like the outdoor activities 

here. I actually go hiking pretty often with my family and friends. There is Red Rock and the 

Valley of Fire and Lake Mead area, so there are all those things to explore. I like that. Also, the 

sunshine here, I appreciate it. You go out hiking, and you enjoy the sunshine. This is a very 

enjoyable each time we go hiking. Also, I like to take photographs right now, so I can practice 

my photography skill each time when I go out. 

Is there anything in the entertainment industry in Las Vegas that you like? 

Actually, I seldom go to the hotel places, but I probably once a year or sometime like that. But 

since the pandemic, I didn’t go to any of those places. But it’s a good part when I have relatives 

or friends visiting. You can take them to those places. Some of those concerts, some of those 

famous singers, they have those shows, and some people actually fly for that. Two years ago, my 

college classmates, they flew from Toronto to here to actually attend a show. It’s a very famous 

Chinese singer. I said, “Okay, that’s good.” We are just lucky here. We don’t need to fly 

anywhere else, and we can watch it here. 

Family events? 

Like hiking? That’s what we always enjoy. Also, the Chinese Music Ensemble, yes, we did those 

together. After the pandemic, probably that will change because it’s changed a lot of things. Yes, 

we actually had some parties before during the festival, but now because of the pandemic, we 

don’t have that gathering anymore. 

Your favorite part about your job in Las Vegas? 

I think the faculty job here is pretty enjoyable. Now I can engage more in secondary education, 

so that’s something else that I like to get involved. I think a lot of things can be improved, and so 

that’s what we are working on. 
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How do you feel about the activity of gambling in Las Vegas and the gaming industry? 

I think that’s kind of like a feature of our city, and I think it’s actually a major economic source 

for the city, also. For this place, because it’s actually sitting in a desert, it’s kind of hard to 

develop some other major industry. But this one is where it started, so I support that as an 

economic major source. Also, it promotes some other development at the same time, like our 

determined engineering. Actually, it’s one of the programs in our college now actually because 

of this gambling thing and, also, this convention business and showbusiness here. It’s a growing 

program now. 

What foods remind you of your ancestors? Can you get these foods or ingredients to make 

them in Las Vegas? It could be your parents or grandparents or beyond that. 

A particular one I’m thinking of, we call it rice, sticky rice ball. Actually, we made it during the 

Red Lantern Festival. You put some filling into it. You can put the sesame paste or red bean 

paste. It’s a little bit of sweet. Put a little bit of oil into it. You make that sticky rice skin, and 

then put that filling into it, and then you can either boil it or actually fry it. The taste is really 

good. I think in some Chinese restaurants you can ask for that sticky rice, the balls. They actually 

have the sesame outside, and inside is the red bean paste. That one I enjoy eating, and I like that.  

Also, because sticky rice is a unique food we eat in China, particularly the southern part 

of China, we like that sticky rice thing because it probably dated back to an older time when we 

have a scarcity of food. But the sticky rice can easily get full, and you don’t feel that hungry 

anymore. You eat a couple of the balls, and you would feel, okay, I’m not that hungry. Actually, 

it doesn’t cost that much. It is a very cheap food. That’s one thing.  

My mother even made the rice flour, sticky rice flour by herself. She had the stone 

grinder to rotate. There are two pieces, an upper part and bottom part that stays there. The upper 
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part can rotate. You soak the rice, and then you fill it into the hole, and then you will grind it and 

see the liquid, the ground rice with water mixed together. You actually put it in a bag across the 

back, and they will hang it there to get the water to drain out. Then you have this little bit of 

damp flour. You can use it directly to make the skin. You don’t need to add any water. In the 

store you will see dried flour, sticky rice flour or sweet rice flour. Those are dry and you have to 

mix with water to make that skin. My mother actually got just the damp flour. It’s all ready to 

make the skin. That one tastes different from the dried one. There is a lot of food that they just 

make the material by themselves, so that’s very special. 

What home-crafted items remind you of your ancestors or older relatives? Can you buy or 

make them here? 

Actually, some of the paintings in China. I never try to make it, but there are a lot of places that 

sell the stuff. We call it Chinese Opera. It’s actually old-style opera. They sing and dance and 

paint their faces in this different style to actually reflect the character’s features. For some 

characters, they are very brave, and they are a general in the battlefield, and they are actual 

powerful men. They will paint them a red color. Red color stands for the power in China. They 

are also decorated with some lines. You probably saw it on YouTube or somewhere. It’s called 

Lianpu. It’s face-covering thing. Then in my house, probably you’ve noticed beside my dining 

table, they’re on that wall. I have these decorations, and they’re in the middle. There is actually a 

face covering, like a model of that. It’s a very small, tiny one. It can also reflect the different 

caricatures.  

Some people are wearing a yellow color, and yellow color stands for mischievous, we 

call it. There is actually a lot of plots and is not the good side. A person who actually arranges a 

lot of things and probably tried to do some bad things; that kind of person wears yellow. Then 
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there are whites, and whites are always on the negative side. Yellow, sometimes it’s not too bad, 

but they have some scheme to apply to some other people, not good scheme. There are different 

characters.  

That is actually very interesting. I never tried to make it by myself. I think it would be 

very unique stuff, and I think the kids can play with doing this kind of painting. 

Do any of your relatives craft these items? 

Not that I know. My family doesn’t have the talent in arts. They have their talents in food, that’s 

for sure, not talent in art. I’ve watched some videos. They actually describe and demonstrate 

some of those crafting. The jianzhi, you have the piece of paper, and then you cut different 

patterns on it. That is also a very unique one. I did some when I was young, a kid. We have an art 

class, and the teacher will teach us. It’s called paper cutting. Actually, at my house, in the kitchen 

I have the closet door, and I have some red-colored patterns for each year. This year is ox year. 

Then they will have the style, ox shape, on that cut, and then you can put it on the window or 

decorate on the door to showcase this is an ox year.  

How has the model minority myth affected you? 

What’s that mean? 

It’s this idea that there are certain Asian Americans that are really successful because they 

are just really smart and hardworking naturally. A lot of the times, Chinese people do fit 

into that stereotype, but a lot of them also don’t. There are other Asian Americans that 

don’t fit into it, but because of racism in the United States, sometimes people look at an 

Asian American and just assume that they fit into this minority based off of how they look. 

I guess, yes. I think it doesn’t really affect me that much, but it probably affects my daughters 

because my older one questioned me once. She asked me, “Why you expect me to actually 
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succeed or be on the top in the class?” Something like that. Actually, I didn’t really talk to them 

about it, but they feel I have that expectation. This is probably what they hear and what they see 

when I’m talking with my other friends. They feel that expectation. I didn’t really say something 

like that. But I do say, “Whatever you do, try your best.” That’s what I tell them. They feel the 

pressure from the Chinese society and community because our friends, we use WeChat, social 

media, and we have the group chat, and sometimes my daughters will see what we are chatting 

about and what information we’re sharing there. There is some group that I say, “How do you 

get to the good universities?” Those kinds of groups. There are a couple of those sites. I, myself, 

am not that active in those kinds of groups, but sometimes I get some information from there, 

and probably I will share it with my family or with my other friends. It’s just for that. I never am 

active on those things.  

I think the stereotype does exist, and so I think the younger generation, I would say, they 

are affected by this much more than us because we are only growing from that environment. At 

my age, of course, my parents would have had that expectation that I need to work hard to be 

successful. Actually, in China, that’s a little bit of a beneficial thing is for females. I am the 

daughter, and I have a brother, but my parents never say, “Okay, you should actually work less 

than your brother.” They expect the same thing from both of us.  

Also, in China, the female people are actually respected. Their position in society is 

pretty high. A lot of the women go out to work. Work percentage of women is probably higher 

than the U.S., much higher. If we study STEM, those majors, we are treated pretty well. In 

China, STEM is something called privilege. If you actually study a STEM major, then you are 

guaranteed to find a good job or something like that. When I was in middle school and high 
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school, we were educated on that. But now, of course, it’s more diverse, the area of people that 

are focused on. 

For my generation, the parents that come here, they probably influence their kids to be a 

STEM major; it’s the future for you. Then you should actually focus on this, be a standout in this 

rather than competing in another field. Because of the language, of course, that’s the first thing 

that we are at a disadvantage because it’s a barrier for Chinese people or Asian people. Okay, 

you probably inherited from us that you can do good in STEM. That’s also a stereotype, I think.  

I don’t want to say this directly to my daughters, but it’s hard to deny it because from 

their performance at the school, like Irene, like my major, she was trying computer science, and 

from the start she was thinking that’s not what she wants, but then she changed it because she is 

still good at it. She is good at learning math and all those programming stuff better than what she 

actually planned for. She was actually thinking of something, not exactly science side, but she 

wanted to do something, and then she felt it was more difficult for her. She was frustrated a little 

bit, but this side she is more good at it, and then she can change her selection. I guess that’s 

something they had to face because of this…I don’t know if it’s a gene, something related. My 

family case, myself and my husband are in this field, so we are trained to think in this logical 

way. My daughters often say we are kind of like a machine. We are thinking in a machine way, 

not from a human feeling kind of way. That’s probably true. But I am trying to actually enrich 

myself, not only everything thinking one, two, three. We have to also have more of an abstract 

feeling or something. I have also adapted myself a little bit because there is definitely more 

influence for the next generation. What would I do? And it’s never that inference even though I 

didn’t imply to do that. 
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Have you ever experienced racially discriminatory practices against yourself or other 

Asian Americans? 

At work, I would say very few, I think. I cannot really pinpoint something right now. But maybe 

some students may have something against me because I’m Asian and I’m a woman. They are 

not too sure how to talk to me, and I guess we need to work more on that. I’m here for almost 

seventeen years, but I didn’t see many students come to see me and say they want to do a 

research project with me for undergraduate students. Graduate students, I have enough students. 

But for undergraduate students, yes, they probably have a distance from me even though I taught 

them courses. I go from lower levels, a hundred, two hundred, four hundred are the levels I 

teach. They have that distance. Also, because of my accent, they probably have a hard time 

understanding me sometimes. I don’t know how you feel. I can notice that as an issue. I am try to 

improve myself on the accent thing. Because I’m in this graduate college where I have to talk to 

students more, I’m trying to learn how to talk to people. This is not like you just know it without 

training. I still need to be trained on this because I talk too fast. I notice that problem. I just saw 

the video saying, “You talk too fast, and then you don’t have that authority.” You have to stop 

yourself to get people’s attention. That’s something I’m learning. I guess that’s some issues of 

myself, and I need to improve and, also, because of my background, some of the students 

think…That’s maybe a little bit of discrimination, I think. But I think if I can reach out to 

students more, I think should be getting better. 

There was never any name calling or anything like that? 

No, not that I know. They probably tried to call my first name. They may ask me how to 

pronounce it. I am okay if they start with Me or May [pronouncing Mei]. Either way is fine 
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because I think in English it would be pronounced as Me. I saw another girl in the summer. She 

had the same first name, and she is actually American. I don’t know why she has this name, also. 

Was there any racial discrimination that you’ve heard other Asian Americans facing? 

Yes, I guess so with my daughters. My younger one was in school, and she told me, because of 

COVID, I guess, some kids were saying, “This is actually the China virus,” or something. That 

may be influenced by their parents or the media, of course, with Trump. He started with this 

name. That has definitely influenced the kids.  

Have you seen any other changes in racial discrimination against Asian Americans since 

the pandemic? 

I think we probably saw it on the TV and media. But in Las Vegas, because we are such an open 

society, I actually didn’t hear any specific case among the people I know. 

How did you feel when high-ranking U.S. officials called COVID-19 the “Wuhan virus,” 

the “China virus,” or the “Kung flu?”  

That’s a bad example, yes. I want to say this is not only because of discrimination, but also I 

think that showed that this high-level administrator that doesn’t have knowledge about how the 

virus was generated. Of course, I think on the political side, they’re probably trying to play some 

game to stimulate people’s bad feeling about China or some other purpose. But again, I think this 

shouldn’t be a common practice. This should be definitely avoided. 

In what ways does, or does not, the Black Lives Matter movement affect Asian or Pacific 

Islander Americans? 

In Las Vegas, there was some type of protest, actually, back in last year. Yes, it does affect. I 

heard some of the Chinese people that actually owned a restaurant, and they were scared to serve 

some of the protestors. They intimidated them. They eat there, and then they don’t pay. Those 
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owners are kind of scared about that situation. It’s kind of going to the other extreme. Colored 

people should be respected. They should be out for equal opportunity or something like that. I 

think that should be actually something we seek to solve. But they shouldn’t go to the other 

extreme just because of your color, you should take that advantage, or you have this superiority 

than other ethnic groups. That shouldn’t be. I think we shouldn’t let it go to the other extreme. 

Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders are the fastest-growing population group in 

Southern Nevada. What does that mean to you? 

It’s good that we have a bigger community. Also, of course, this will bring a lot of opportunities 

in terms of the local economy and, also, collaborating with other groups. Asians are the fastest-

developing region, so there are a lot of products and technology things that they are actually 

developing, which actually can be adopted here. Of course, before, back twenty years ago or 

something, mostly people adopt to the U.S. products or U.S. technology, but now things are 

actually changing. China and Korea and, also, Singapore and India, they’re all developing fast. I 

think this should bring more opportunities for the local economy, that’s for sure. Also, more and 

more people are actually traveling between the U.S. and Asia, and this will also bring a lot of the 

revenue to the airline and, also, to the tourist industry. I think definitely it’s a good thing for Las 

Vegas. 

I would like to backtrack a little bit because I forgot to ask these follow-up questions 

before. Did you notice a difference living in the United States before 9/11 versus after 9/11? 

Before 9/11, it was only two years I lived in the U.S., and then we encountered 9/11. I didn’t feel 

that much probably because I don’t know any people serving in the military here, so I didn’t 

really notice that much. I think probably from the long-term, yes, the U.S. actually spent a lot of 

money and, also, I would say capacity or energy in that war against bin Laden. That was the first 
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thing, and then later they got involved in Afghanistan. I think that’s a mistake. That was a big 

mistake for U.S. being involved in the war in Afghanistan. They invest a lot of money, and a lot 

of soldiers died there, and then a lot of families suffered from that. Actually, it didn’t really help 

the Afghanistan people to establish their own government. I am probably naïve to say this, but 

that’s my thinking. If that money was used to invest in the U.S. businesses or infrastructure, I 

think the U.S. would be in a better position in the global competition of things.  

How did you feel as a young mother after 9/11? 

That’s right after our elder one was born. We were watching the TV. I still remember that 

moment. My mom was here already. Mom was helping me to take care of my baby. They saw 

the TV where that tower was crashed. That was definitely a big shock. We didn’t actually believe 

that it was happening. Even in a week or so, we still were not sure what is going on. I didn’t 

think about it at that time, but I think that definitely will change something in the future of the 

U.S. because Bush announced that he will hunt down those enemies who actually initiated that 

terrorist attack, so I think that will change the history after he actually made that announcement.  

To backtrack a little bit more, you said that you started university in 1992? 

Yes. 

That was a few years after the Cold War, and I was just wondering if you felt a difference 

while going to school during the Cold War and then the end of it? 

Because we are a small entity, we didn’t really feel it that much. I guess it’s probably starting at 

that time. I guess China actually started to increase enrollments of college students. They started 

getting more college students, I think. Of course, at that time, yes, 1992, China started the “open 

the gate” kind of policy. That was actually initiated by Deng Xiaoping. He is the former 

chairman of the Chinese government, and he initiated that. That is definitely a great step. It’s a 
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great step to connecting China with the whole world. They started accepting investments from 

other countries, and then opened some of the cities as front lines. Yes, the developments just 

grow so quickly. Yes, 1992 is the starting year. After ten years, Shanghai has a new area called 

Pudong. It is brand-new and modernized the city in Shanghai and, also, many other cities. I think 

China is taking big advantage of that policy since 1992 until…I would say before COVID-19. 

China is definitely taking advantage of that policy, and so it keeps growing so quick, so fast. But 

I think right now the current government has more conservative thoughts, and so they’re more 

closing the mind, I would say. If we had a lot of loose policies which are not, I think it’s not the 

right direction. It also hurt us, too. Yes, it hurt us, actually. Then I would say 1992 is definitely 

the start of the good time at that time. Of course, for our students, we felt the difference there. 

Actually, the university is more open because they have different activities. We actually danced 

when we were in college, and we had this dance party every week. You see it as very different 

environments compared to probably before China opened the door. We took advantage from 

that. 

Why do you think it’s valuable for the university to collect interviews like yours? 

I think it’s good to learn from different people, their cultural background and, also, what things 

they value the most and, also, to understand, for example, the stereotype thing. Stereotype is 

mostly because of the misunderstanding or a lack of understanding. You don’t know about that, 

and you just imagine that. I think this kind of interview will definitely be helpful for people 

understanding more from their cultural background, not only just from their academic 

background. These are the kinds of things we don’t really share with our colleagues. Very few 

chances we share with our colleagues. I think this is definitely helpful to build our community 

feeling in the university so that we know. Probably later I find some other people, and, okay, 
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they are actually also interested in food, and we can actually feel connected to each other. I 

actually do have a Chinese professor, some association or some chatting group, but still, because 

of the pandemic, we don’t have time to really meet each other. After the pandemic, it’s definitely 

not good in terms of that. But I would expect that this will become kind of regular, and you can 

talk to more people, and then they can share information. Because of the U.S. country 

environment, people value their privacy more than the common things. Before I talk to any 

American friends, I have to send a text message or something in advance. I have to make an 

appointment or something like that. I cannot just bump into you and then just talk. We have to 

have those things. Even my daughter, her friend, she has an American friend, and they’re pretty 

well. But before we arrange any of those playdates, we have to give two weeks’ notice, and that 

makes things a little bit less convenient. Sometimes you’re instantaneous and you think, okay, 

we should go hike together, and then we just arrange it in a few days. It’s hard to get those 

friends involved.  

Is there anything else you’d like to add? 

I guess I talk too much, and sometimes I get off topic. I didn’t realize I am still—even though my 

words are not that abundant, I still try to express. As my daughter said, I’m high GHT or 

something. In psychology, they classify people in different categories, and I’m a person that is 

more an “art word” people. I want to express. Hopefully, it’s not too much for you to list them 

because I’ve got a lot of different things mixed together.  

 I think this is a good activity, and definitely I enjoyed it. I will share some pictures with 

you. Yes, that’s good. 

Thank you. 

[End of recorded interview] 


