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Herman & Pat 1970’s

Preface

Patricia and Herman van Betten met in Pittsburg through their volunteer work on the John F.
Kennedy Campaign. After their Connecticut wedding and Herman’s studies at the University of Texas
and the University of Southern California, they and three small children moved to Las Vegas. Their
fourth child, a native Las Vegan, was born in 1968. In 1967, Herman acquired a position at the Nevada
Southern University, which is now the University of Nevada, Las Vegas.

Beginning in the 1970’s the couple worked diligently to make the Las Vegas community a great
place to live. They participated in The League of Women Voters, The Consumer League, the Welfare
Rights Movement, and the Community of a Hundred. Patricia served as the President of the Consumer

League and Herman was elected to the local school board. They were jointly appointed by the ACLU
as Civil Librarians of the Year, 1990-1991.

Currently retired, they engage in civic, environmental, and historical activism in the village of
Blue Diamond. Their lives prove the quote by Margaret Mead. “Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” These
interviews with Herman and Pat allow you to grasp the idea of community change that endures for
decades and causes you to think of the possibilities of your own volunteer service.




Melanie, Herman, Tom, Patricia, John, Paul




This is Claytee White. I'm with Pat van Betten. It's February 6th, 2007. And I'm in her
home in Blue Diamond. |

So how are you this morning?

['m just terrific. Thank you.

And would you spell your last name for the transcriber?

Yes. It's lower case V-A-N, space, upper case B-E-T-T-E-N.

Thank you so much.

You're welcome.

I want to know about your early life. Tell me when and where you grew up.

[ was born and raised in a small town in Connecticut, southeast corner called Norwich, named
after Norwich, England. And for a while they did sister-city things when I was little. I was born
in a little neighborhood that had mostly people who worked in the factories. My parents built their
own home on a little street called Pratt Street, very close to a park. We walked to school. I
walked to Greenville Grammar School, K through eight. Our class pretty much stayed the same,
not much turnover. The teachers were regulars.

Then I went to the Norwich Free Academy, which was a public school with its own board
of trustees. They were people who were quite visionary I realize as [ age. One was the person
who set aside the land for the park, a beautiful big park with walking trails, a skating pond, a
swimming pond. And then in the academy, which was a free school, you had choices. I was in
the classical program. Other programs were scientific, general, and commercial. It was just
wonderful. Everyone went to that school. It was "the" school.

The population was about 30,000 and it's still about 30,000. It was a lovely place to grow
up. We had an empty lot next to the house where we would play ball in the evening. We walked
to school. We walked home for lunch up Eighth Street hill, down the Mohegan Park Road and up
Pratt Street. And you never thought a thing about it to walk home for lunch and walk back to

school. So it was very nice.
What did your parents do for a living?

My dad was a glass blower at the American Thermos Bottle Company, which makes the glass

liners for Thermos bottles, if you remember what those are. My mother was at home, but she took




some jobs to save money for college for us.

Neither of my parents finished grade school. I've interviewed my mother. In her history
she talks about not being allowed to have any books in the house. Couldn't do homework; had to
sit on the steps of the school and do her homework. And so they were determined to have their
children go to college.

And it's really lovely because one of my aunts had a washerette. My mother worked there
doing people's laundry, going through the dirty clothes, folding the clean clothes, you know. Then
she took a job at a little general store down by the school, the elementary school. She met one of
the owners of the store through the PTA work at school. They wanted her to come to work at the
store. She worked there for I don't know how long. I want to say maybe 40 years. I called her the
Carol Burnett of the Leader Store because she retired once from working on the floor where she
sold plumbing supplies, then was rehired and kept busy dusting furniture. It was a store that sold
everything -- appliances, furniture, plumbing supplies, you name it.

A general store?

It was a general store called the Leader Store. And so she retired and they had a party and they
gave her a watch. And then they said, Okay, Mary, what time are you coming to work on
Monday? So she stayed. She just became part of that Navick family. It's so beautiful. She never
missed a bar mitzvah. She never missed any of their celebrations.

Give me the last name of that family again.

Navick, N-A-V-I-C-K. Of course, we were very active in St. Mary's Church, which was on the
same avenue as the Leader Store. It was just really wonderful. It was so wonderful. They just
treated her like family.

Your mother's name is Mary. What is your father's name?

My father's name is William. His middle name is Amadeo. He was also referred to as Madeo.
Some people that we refer to as American called him Bill.

They were both first-generation American-born with Italian parents. And so my mother
would just -- I love to talk about her because she was an environmentalist before there was a term
for what people did to save and reuse and recycle. And she wouldn't be able to define the word for

you today if she had to. She's 93. But she did it. One of my memories is on trash day, which was




once a week, we had a tiny, little galvanized trashcan. It must have been less than 36 inches high.

It was always only half full.
And a family of how many?
Well, I had a brother and sister. So a family of five. You know, if it was a vegetable scrap, it
went into the mulch thing. We had a big garden. They grew a lot of their own vegetables. We
used to have a man come by. He was always called the ragman. He would have a horse and a
buggy. He'd come down the street. And you could go out with a bag of rags and sell it. He would
buy the rags. But before we did that we had to cut all the buttons off and put them in a button jar.
She did a lot of canning, a lot of preserving. We would go up to the woods in the spring
and summer and pick blueberries and blackberries. Then we would sell them for a quarter a quart.
And my neighbor, Mrs. Marks, she would say, “Patty, when you go get the blueberries, will you
remember me?” So [ would go over with my blueberries, get my quarter for a quart of
blueberries.
We'd walk up to the milkman's farm and get dandelions. We had dandelion soup a lot. I
remember walking home from school and being so hungry and sitting down. I would say, oh, no,

dandelion soup. I'm not hungry.

So all those years your mother worked, how did you have a lunch ready when you got home

from school?
Well, she wasn't working I think until I was in high school. And when she did work it was
when -- she was a stay-at-home mom when we were little. My dad used to work swing shiﬁ. It
would be two weeks days, two weeks nights, two weeks evenings. So sometimes we'd have
dinner before we went to school in the morning and sometimes we'd have it noon and sometimes
we'd have it at four. So it depended on his schedule.

But anyway, the high school counselor -- it was interesting in hindsight now -- the high
school counselor asked me did I want to be a nurse or a teacher. And I said, well, I wanted to be a
nurse. There was a nurse in our neighborhood and she always looked so nice walking to the
hospital. You know, I used to take care of my dolls. So I was looking at Massachusetts General

because I had heard about that hospital. My mother had had some surgery there. And my friend's

brother said, Have you thought about really going to a college or a university? And so I started




getting information about that. He suggested Catholic U in Washington, D.C., which is where he

had been a graduate student.

So I applied and I was accepted. So that's where I went to nursing school, Catholic
University of America in Washington, D.C. I graduated high school in '54. I graduated college in
58. So I think the tuition our first year was a whopping $6,000 or something like that. But it was
quite expensive for us.

[ know my dad would come home from the factory because she always would make his
lunch. He'd bring his lunchbox. Of course, you never had anyplace to go out to lunch. He would
have pepper sandwiches and he would have all this Italian stuff. He would say that they were
saving to send us to college. Well, I was the oldest. He would just get criticized so much from
people at work. Why are you wasting your money on a girl, sending a girl to college? That's
really stupid. I mean things like that. And he would come home. He told my mother. And my
mother said, This is what you tell them. You tell them, Are you paying for it? Well, then tell
them to keep their GD mouth shut and that's the end of it. So it didn't bother her. She did
everything. She did everything you know to do. But it was so natural for us to live that way. You
know, it seemed so normal.

But they ended up with three children all completing private schools. It was wonderful.
My sister went to Boston College.

Her name?

Her name is Lillian, L-I-L-L-I-A-N.

That's my sister's name as well.

It's a lovely name. And she taught school for many years in Connecticut. She's a biologist, a
botanist really. I like to think of her that way. My brother went to St. Thomas College in St. Paul
and then went to Georgetown Law School. So my parents can feel very good about the fact that
they made it all possible. So now we tell them -- I mean we would tell them and tell my mother
now just don't be concerned about any of us because you made it possible for us to be successful.

And so it really was wonderful.

[ remember after I was married and my husband and I were at a party, I met a woman who

was in law school. I swear to God I was stunned. I said I didn't know we could do that. I mean |




was stunned and I was offended that a counselor never said what else you could be. And now that
[ see where my other classmates who lived on the other side of the town -- you know, the town has
a revolutionary core history and there are some old families. I mean they did other things. I'm
delighted with nursing. Ilove it. Ithink if I had done something else I would have ended up in
nursing anyway because I do love it. But not to know that you had other options and I see what
that other woman had become...but anyway, that just startled me.
I think that's wonderful. Now, tell me how you met your husband and how the two of you
came to Las Vegas.
Well, after I graduated I did visiting nursing in New Haven, Connecticut, which was wonderful.
My very favorite as I look back, I think my most wonderful, favorite job. I decided to move to
Pittsburgh to do public health there. I was working for the Allegheny Public Health Department.
I'was sharing an apartment with a gal who worked at the health department while I was looking
for a place to live. I learned from my supervisor about a place called the Greystone, which was in
downtown Pittsburgh. It was four gray stone buildings that were boarding houses. I think two of
them were coed and I think two were just for women or one for women, one for men. [ was in the
women's. [ moved into the women's. I think it was either 125 or $150 a month. And that
included breakfast and dinner and room service, linens. And so I lived there. I had a little car and
then I had a district out in the boroughs.

So the place was owned by Mrs. Yarrington. And people always say that she had been a
Follies' girl. Anyway, she was quite petite and quite elderly, always dressed elegantly with pearls.
And the dining room had been, they said, the art gallery of the mansion because the walls were
covered with kind of a velvet. The meals were served at dinner by law students I think from Pitt
or Duquesne. I can't remember. But anyway, they had to wear white jackets and serve us.
Did you dress for dinner?
This is before women were wearing pants. But we would come in from work, but you'd be in a
dress. Public health nurses, we wore the uniform, the dark blue and white, a dress, and big old

clumpy shoes because you're comfortable.

Well, I went to dinner one night, one of the first nights, and I needed a place to sit down

and there was an empty chair at a table. A political discussion was going on. It didn't appeal to




me. The things they were saying didn't appeal to me. So I introduced myself. And this man next
to me said something about being for Kennedy. And I said, well, actually I'm a Stevenson person.
[ just wasn't interested in this conversation. Well, I married that guy. So we like to say we met
during the Kennedy campaign.

But it's a place where professionals lived. The men were mostly at U.S. Steel. My
husband was a translator at Alcoa. Of course, I was the public health nurse in the group. But the
meals were wonderful and they were always by candlelight. When we became engaged
Mrs. Yarrington and the group gave us a party and a set of sterling candleholders like they had on
the table there.

Do you still have them?

Yes: Iido.

Oh, wonderful.

Yeah, [ do. So we met and we began dating. Then my husband decided that he wasn't cut out for
that kind of corporate life. He came in wearing a Kennedy button and was challenged and things
like that.

But anyway, we were very idealistic. He thought, well, he'd really like to teach. When he
had come to America in the mid 50s from Holland, he was drafted. So he served some time in
Germany in the U.S. Army and had taken some coursework. So one of the people at Alcoa,
another Dutchman, had been to the University of Texas and suggested that. So that's where we
went. And he did his undergraduate, bachelor's and master's at UT in Austin.

Then he applied for and received a fellowship -- I forgot what they were called -- Hubert
Humphrey. It was his idea and it was a way to reach out, as I remember, to broaden international
understanding.- So the fellowship was in comparative literature. And so we ended up at the

University of Southern California in Los Angeles.

Our first child was born in Texas. I did public health in Texas at the Travis County Health
Department. I had wonderful experiences with migrant workers and just really amazing, amazing
opportunities. I really liked it. And being a Connecticut girl, who knew that -- well, I discovered

in college that I talk different from other people at the time. But our little corner of Connecticut

had a very broad accent like people have in Massachusetts. And so I didn't know when I would




say “pak the ca” [park the car] that everybody didn't talk that way. My mother still does, of

course. But I've managed to learn correct pronunciation over the years. But once there was a call
at the Travis County Health Department for me. And the patient couldn't remember my name, but
he said it's that foreign nurse.

So they gave the phone to you.

Yeah, they gave the phone to me. So that was wonderful. And I remember my first contract in
Texas I think was for $4400 a year. We were eligible for married student housing for $25 a

month.

Contrast Pittsburgh, Austin and Los Angeles. Those were dramatically different places at
that time.

Yes, they were. They were. It's hard because I really saw it from what I was doing with public
health. And from that point things were pretty much the same. The human needs were the same.
The scrambling for resources was the same. Except in L.A., I didn't work in L.A. because now I
was at home with the children. But we did manage to organize the mothers at married student
housing and get the oleanders removed from the playground because they were poisonous. So
there's been a little streak of activism all along the way.

It was funny. After we were married and we honeymooned in Southport, which is the
western end of Connecticut, which is quite Republican, we went into this little motel and there
was this huge Kennedy poster hanging there that my husband had sent in advance and asked them
to post. It turns out the person who ran this motel was the head of the Democratic Party or
committee in that little town. So people have a way of finding each other I suppose. But we do
have fond memories of that campaign. And we did volunteer in Pittsburgh to get the vote out. I
remember being assigned to a place called the McKees Rocks Bottoms. I thought wow. But
politics has always played a big part in our life and the importance of being involved, too.

How did he convert you to Kennedy?
Well, that was the choice we ended up with, you know. Actually then, I really did become a big
Kennedy supporter. It's just that my first choice was really Adlai Stevenson. I do like Stevenson.

I remember when we were at USC Hubert Humphrey was on campus one time. [ wanted

to thank him for sponsoring these fellowships because we were now able to benefit. And I




remember, Claytee, [ was in line. Ihad a baby in my arms. I was waiting, waiting. I was
rehearsing, rehearsing. And so finally I'm getting close and I see there's Hubert Humphrey, bald
and very short. I mean I didn't realize he was that short. And I was so awestruck by the man that
when it was my turn I put my hand out and I went eh, eh, eh. [inhaling rapidly] And the person
behind me said, Move it, lady. That was the end of my meeting of Hubert Humphrey. So much
for wanting to thank him and everything else.

But during that campaign when Hubert Humphrey was a candidate we were living here. 1
remember we used to make Muriel Humphrey's campaign stew a lot because it was a way to
connect with that campaign. It's a wonderful recipe. And she would make it on the campaign
trail. And I thought, oh, I've got to do it, too. But when my husband was finishing his doctorate,
he needed to be close by for returning and defending it and so on. So there was a teaching
position at UNLYV and he was hired here.

What did you think about moving to Las Vegas? What had you heard about Las Vegas?
Claytee, we arrived in the afternoon in the summer.

What year is this?

[ think it was '67. That's the first time I ever realized a breeze could make you hot. [ mean a hot
breeze. [ never heard of such a thing. You say the breeze and you say, well, I'll go stand outside.
And it's like a heat wave hitting you. It was terrible.

He had found a place to rent. We were way the heck down on Shepherd Drive, which was
down at the end east on Tropicana, which I think Tropicana was either a two-laner or a dirt road. I
don't remember. And I think that salary was about $9,000 and we thought that was oh, wow. So
he taught at UNLV and he was in the English department there.

[ didn't work until I went back to work in about 1975. But when we had small children at
home and I was getting cabin fever, my husband said, “Why don't you find a group or something
to go to like League of Women Voters or something like that?”

Well, so I found a meeting of League of Women Voters and I got myself over there. |
remember that's the night my life changed. It was at Bonnie Cantor's house. That's

C-A-N-T-O-R. And I met these women that were so incredible to me -- Jan McCachrin, Naomi

Millisor, Jean Ford, Mimi Katz, Gertrude Katz, and Harriet Trudell, who is now one of my dearest




friends and I love her dearly. But Harriet gives new definition to activism. She was my mentor
with all my activities in the Democratic Party. It was so wonderful to see these women who were
so knowledgeable on the issues and discussing them and planning. Dorothy Eisenberg. I mean
wonderful, wonderful women. I know I've left some out. So you get the idea. I mean it was a
collection of really bright women. I was involved with that. And I don't remember the issues now
except that was the catalyst for me to get involved in the consumer movement.

Before you talk about the consumer movement -- that's one of my main points -- tell me what
the League of Women Voters is and what it's all about.

Well, the League of Women Voters is a collection of bright women -- and by the way, they have
some male members -- who become very knowledgeable in a nonpartisan way on issues that are
relevant and then publish those findings, share those findings, encourage people to work for
reform, encourage people to become knowledgeable on the issues. And I mean really
knowledgeable way down to thorough, thorough. It was just an eye-opener for me that there was

such a group.

So once they become knowledgeable on an issue, they didn't, then, publish information about
that issue?
Yes, they do. And they have presentations. In fact, a group that [ am involved with now, the
Nevada Health Care Reform Project, was founded by League of Women Voters. I mean it was
their concept, their plan. And we are a coalition. And I've been representing nursing on it now for
I would say maybe 13 years. We have monthly meetings. Ruth Annette Mills is our chair or
president or whatever you call it. I guess you say president. And I've been the vice president. But
we have written into our bylaws that the leader will always be from the League of Women Voters
because then you have the assurance that you do not have a special interest at the helm, which is
so critical. And I think that's what makes the League so valuable is that knowledge.

Well, the League propelled me into the need to do something about the consumer
movement. And I can't tell you exactly what the turning point was. I simply can't remember. But
it was that. It was being exposed to women in the League. But it was also the Kennedy influence.

We were in Texas when Kennedy was assassinated. And that assassination was in Dallas. And

Austin was the next stop! My patients had little flags in their windows waiting for Kennedy to




come. I can't remember exactly how I learned of the assassination, but I remember that I drove

home immediately to our little apartment. Our neighbor who lived downstairs -- I said Kennedy's

been assassinated. And he said they should've killed the speechwriters, too. And so I was
stunned. But it was such a turning point.

We didn't have a TV. We drove over to a friend's, a nurse that I worked with. In fact,
she's the coauthor of the nursing book with me. They were our longest friends after we were
married. [ mean the first married couple we met. They had a television. So we threw the baby in
the car. We had a crock-pot. We just lived on crock-pot beans and just were glued to a black and
white television. And as we were driving from our little apartment over to their house, Oswald
was killed. And so we got there and we were just stunned. I mean people were stunned.

So I think that left you with a sense of -- I mean it in the most wonderful sense. People
had a belief that they really could make a difference and that you must do something to make a

difference especially after this assassination, that you must apply this "ask not what America can

do for me, but what I may do for America."

Is that the Kennedy influence?

That's the Kennedy influence. That was in his inaugural address. We have his inaugural address.
We have a lot of Kennedy memorabilia.

So the consumer movement, there were just a collection of people that were interested in
the same thing at the time. It was the most wonderful group of people, all volunteers, never
counting the time you put in, never counting the effort. We focused on really -- our goal was to
really make a difference for the consumer. And as it turns out I think some of our earliest actions
had to do with wedding chapels. That's such a Vegas thing. Jack somebody was on our board.
You know, whatever people were interested in on the board that's what we would do.

Muriel Stevens was on the board. She had a television cooking show at the time at
Channel 5 and she had a radio show. Charlie Levinson, who's now deceased, was absolutely
wonderful. He taught in the hotel school. We called him our milk and meat man. I mean he
knew milk and meat. We got into things with the dairy commission, with meat quality, price
controls. Geri Renchler and her husband were very interested in the problems of food additives.

It was the most wonderful time. It was a time where Muriel would invite me to go on her
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radio show and we would talk about an issue. Joe Delaney, who is now deceased but was really a
wonderful local personality, had a radio show. And I remember I think it was either at the Sahara
or the Landmark. I think it was KDWN and I think it came from both places at one time. But go
in and do a show with Joe. Then Harvey Allen had a radio show and he'd invite you in. You
could talk about the issues on the air. It was just wonderful, wonderful.

We did price surveys. We did grocery price surveys. We did Christmas toy surveys. We
published the results so people could -see where you could buy things. I'll show you later some of
the pages with the prices because the prices of things were incredibly low. It was a result of the
surveys and the public -- and we had a newsletter. We'd be involved with utility rate increases.
Especially the meat and the milk with Charlie was absolutely wonderful.

And then at one time -- well, when O'Callaghan was governor, in his State of the State he
took two of our issues and made them priorities for his session. I remember Harriet called me and
she said, Aren't you thrilled that O'Callaghan has those two? Because by now I was very active in
the Democratic Party thanks to Harriet.

Do you remember the two issues?
Yes, indeed.

She was my mentor. But she told me that. And I said, But, Harriet, we have so many
more issues than just two. And she said, Do you realize what it takes to get issues into the State of
the State Address? I said no. She said, well, this is wonderful.

They were -- at the time we had a sales tax on food. He made it a priority to remove the
sales tax on food because it discriminates against the poor and against people on fixed incomes.
So we're talking the 70s now with this Consumers League of Nevada.

And then the second issue was really an important one, equally important I think. That
was what we called open pricing for prescription drugs. And at the time you could not -- well, it
was prompted by a report that was in Consumer Reports from Consumers Union. And by the way,
with the Consumers League startup we had wonderful help from a man in Arizona, Currin Shields.
The consumer movement was blossoming at that time in a lot of places. The report from
Consumers Union was that people could not get prescription drug price information over the

phone. In other words, if you had a prescription and you needed 20 of something, you couldn't get

Lk




on the phone and call three different pharmacists and see what it would cost. You had to

physically take your prescription in and show the pharmacist and go from place to place. So it
was not a consumer-friendly law. That's the State Board of Pharmacy.

So we decided we would do some pricing of prescription drugs and we'd go different
places. And it was not easy, but we did it. And we published the results and it was dramatic. The
percentage increase from one to another was, oh, I think -- well, more than 300 percent on some of
them. Anyway, I'm so delighted that all these newsletters are in Special Collections at UNLV
because this is really valuable. Well, there were places that refused to give pricing information. I
mean the State Board of Pharmacy was hostile. I remember one pharmacy that was so expensive
and they were so critical of Consumers League about it. They were the most expensive and they
were close to the Strip. So we published that report. And then O'Callaghan when he was
governor made it a priority to have open pricing on prescription drugs.

[t was about that same time that Joe Neal proposed a consumer on the State Board of
Pharmacy, I believe. And I don't know about the makeup of the State Board of Pharmacy now
because I haven't kept up with that.

But at that time we had the Dairy Commission that was -- I mean we were coming in |
think like a breath of fresh air for the consumer. And the good old networks that had been
operating unchallenged and unquestioned were suddenly becoming very defensive. So those two
issues Governor O'Callaghan passed and he changed life economically for people in this state,
especially removing the sales tax on food. Can you imagine? And so that was so major.

Now, we also wanted an independent Office of Consumer Affairs, which we did not get.
But he did establish a division in the Department of Commerce. And I will say that he was very
supportive. And so those were wonderful successes, really wonderful successes.

They are.
And then in about the mid 70s we decided it would be fun to go with the family to Holland. And
so I thought, well, I could go back to work and we could save for that because at the time the

university faculty salaries were not spectacular. So I did. I wanted to go back to work part-time.

At this time my husband was on the school board. He had run for office and was elected to the

Clark County School Board.
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Before we talk about that, the Consumers League's first item was something about wedding
chapels. That's such a local issue. Could you please explain that?

Well, I have all the scrapbooks on it. I don't know if this was -- on our very first newsletter we
had somebody testify against the price increase by Southwest Gas and Nevada Power. And we did
the Market Basket Survey. But the articles about the wedding chapels were about people being
charged for things like the flowers when they thought we were going to get a cheap wedding. It's
really kind of fun.

Are these the flowers that they use for everybody's wedding?

Probably. Yeah.

And so Richard Bryan was on our board in the beginning when we started. It was just
really wonderful. We were going to have a speaker from Washington who didn't show up. We
started I think in '71. One of the first ones after we formed -- I mean we started in August of '71.
Then one of the first issues was an article by Chris Crystal, who was a wonderful reporter for The
Sun, called "No Bliss for Him," about all the extra charges at the wedding chapel.

But, you know, it was like we were trying to fill this huge vacuum with concerns about
everything. It was 24-7. And people would think nothing of phoning me on a Sunday morning or
Saturday night with a consumer issue, and I would think nothing of trying to solve it. So when [
decided to go back to work --

Before you tell me about your first job, who is doing that for consumers today; what the
League did in effect?

No one. The Consumers League after several years just sort of withered away. You know, I
always thought if you leave a vacuum -- and we had some wonderful -- I was the first president.
And then I can't remember who the interim president was. And then my friend Yvonne McClain
was president and just a marvelous woman, hard worker. But I don't know if we tried to do too

many things that we burned everybody out. It's possible. I don't know. But there is no longer a

Consumers League

What year did it end?

[ would have to really research that for you, Claytee. I'm not sure. I would say the last half of the

70s, probably, I think. It certainly I think did not go into the 80s.
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That was wonderful. I've never heard of the Consumers League . So this is wonderful
history.

And I'm so delighted to have found the newsletters because, of course, I didn't have the foresight
to save them like that except some of the clippings. But when I went to the reference librarian --
we always brought our newsletters to every library. And so I thought they might be in the
reference library on Flamingo, which was the main library at the time, but they weren't. And she
suggested Special Collections, which I hadn't thought of. So I appreciate you finding them
because I have some things now to supplement that.

[ applied to the school district to share a position with another nurse who is also a dear
friend who was returning from maternity leave. My husband was on the school board. So if you
were related to anyone on the school board, the whole school board had to approve that
application. Well, Kenny Guinn was superintendent. He and my husband are good friends now. I
mean they became friends when my husband was on the board.

But you know how they used to ask -- and we know why they did it. On a job application
there used to be a place for you to put a photo. You're too young to remember that. You used to
have to put a photo on a job application. Well, I knew that wasn't required or even allowed. So I
crossed it out, the place where the photo goes. So I used what I had available, which happened to
be ared pen. The fact that I crossed it out in red pen spelled trouble. This gal is trouble. So it
took awhile. I mean the superintendent had to look at it and then the school board had to approve
it. So anyway, I got hired. I did elementary school nursing. But I intended nothing other than to

just show that I didn't have to put a photo there. But I probably should have used a blue pen.
What did the red ink mean to them?

Well, I guess -- I don't know. I guess red is --I don't know.
We're not talking about the Cold War?

No. We're talking like I made a statement.

So what was the purpose of the photograph on an employment application?
Oh, I believe that in the past the reason for a photo was to see whether you were black or

Caucasian. [ mean why else would it be?

Anyway, then I went back to work part-time so that we could make a trip to Holland and
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23 years later I retired. I went full time the second half of that first year because I learned a
valuable lesson. There's no such thing as part time. There is no such thing. If there's work to be
done, you stay and do it. Especially nurses, they're not clock-watchers. So I enjoyed it so much,
mostly elementary school nursing, and have watched that evolution. We had I think 22 nurses
when [ first started and I think they almost have 200,

That's probably not enough.

No, not at all. And so the school district is getting ready to celebrate its 50th anniversary. And I
want school health services to be archived in that because we've seen some dramatic changes. In
fact as I look back, my colleague Cora Stockman and I in the mid 80s worked with the school
district photographer Roland Armstrong who was a wonderful photographer. He's now deceased.
We prepared a slide show about school nursing. We had slides and then we had it put onto a
filmstrip. So we did that. The staff was still small enough that there's a slide with all the staff on
it.

We did it to help other people understand what school nurses do. I mean within our own
district that was the intention. And as it turned out, some nurses went to a school nurse
convention and took it along and it was very popular because it filled a need for other places as
well. So we found out we could sell it for like $25 or something. So we did that. Then we
thought this is so great. This is money for the School Nurse Association. Then our supervisor at
the time, who was a not a nurse, said you realize that money belongs to the district; you did that on
district time. Oh, no, we didn't. But, yes, here it is. Anyway, that was really quite wonderful.
We enjoyed that very much. And we could show the versatility of school nursing, which really
exists to make it possible for children to learn in the best way possible.

Explain that.

Well, if a child has a vision impairment or a hearing impairment or a physical disability that may
interfere with learning, then you want to remove those obstacles. School health has now evolved
where the educational plan incorporates the health status. It's all very child-centered and focused
on early detection, teaching, support.

I loved making my home visits. I'm very comfortable with home visits because school

nursing is an aspect of community health. All my experience prior to this job had been
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community health, public health, visiting nursing where you did actual hands-on treatments,

procedures. In Pittsburgh with the health department we also did school nursing. And in Texas
with the health department we also did school nursing. But in New Haven, Connecticut, the
school district had its own nurses like it does here.

And so then as things evolved and my assignments changed, I realized that I was really
handicapped not knowing Spanish and I wanted to learn Spanish. So I found an immersion class
in Baja, California. My husband drove me down to the school. The school opened at five. Well,
he wanted to get back to San Diego before dark. So he dropped me off. I sat on the steps with my
suitcase and he drove back. Then the people came and opened the school. It was wonderful. It
was an immersion class.

First they did a preliminary assessment to see where you were, to see where to put you.
And I was pre-primmer. [ think I knew two words. I knew mesa, maybe from living here. It was
really wonderful. If you were caught speaking English, you had to put a quarter in the piggy bank.
Well, that was the most quiet two weeks of my life I have to tell you. Everybody lived with a
different family. Ilived with a family. It was $25 a day. I had my room and [ had my dinner.
And they were supposed to speak Spanish to you. But I didn't know enough Spanish for them to
speak Spanish to me, so they practiced their English.

But anyway, I came back with some rudimentary understanding. At least when I had a
health history filled out by a parent in Spanish I could pull out things that were not normal. |
mean it gave me a little bit of a heads up. But it was wonderful.

There were people from the SWAT team in San Diego in the class. There was a medical
student from UC Davis. There was an attorney from Los Angeles and a bunch of teachers from
lIowa.” In our pre-primer class we had I think three of us, just getting the basics. But it was
wonderful.

It was the year of my 58th birthday. I remember that because it was June and that was the
time of the big O.J. Simpson chase on the streets of L.A. because that was on the television there
after the murder -- murders. The guys from the SWAT team were saying look at this chase going

onin L.A. We had gone to this tiny, little place, all of us, to celebrate my birthday and the

television was on. So that's the only way I remember that.
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As things changed in the district -- it has become so large. But at a point it was a time

when you pretty much knew all of the principals, or many of them. You certainly knew everyone
in your own staff. So that was really a wonderful time.

When is a home visit required for a school nurse? How do you know?

Well, if a child has a health problem, you want to discuss it with the parent and make a plan on
how they can work through to take care of it. It also gives you an assessment of the environment
that that child comes from where you're expecting to have some change and it helps you make a
realistic plan and to also bond with that family. People are much more comfortable in their own
home discussing a situation.

[t's for that very reason that when I did visiting nursing in New Haven we used to take the
medical students from Yale out on home visits with us because if you have someone coming home
from the hospital with a heart condition who's got to limit activity and watch his diet and all the
things that you have to do to make his life as comfortable as it can be, it's important for this guy to
know he lives on the third floor, that he has to go up those stairs to get there, that the market is two
blocks away, that he's on a fixed income, that he lives alone. So it helps people to be realistic and
to accept where people are coming from and not to impose what we want them to do but to help
them see how they could do what needs to be done in their own setting. I think home visiting is
one of the most valuable.

So you did home visits in the 70s as a school nurse here. Is it still done today?

Oh, I'm sure it is. I'm sure it is.

Was it done throughout your 23 years with the district?

Well, as needed. You do it as needed. You certainly don't do it every day. But you do it when
you need to or if you're trying to help families get financial assistance, to go help with that. And
nurses do this as needed. But sometimes you have to just be the transportation for someone and
pick them up and take them someplace for them to get the care. So being flexible and being open,
it's all part of it. I mean that's public health nursing. The baseline is -- well, in all nursing the
baseline is nonjudgmental. The home visiting is always so important because you know that you
need to make some changes in order for this to work. And you make those changes together. You

talk about what's going to work. So it increases the success rate for the child.
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What was the school district like for school nurses in the 70s because we were in flux? We
were getting ready for school integration or a plan of school integration. So what was that
like for school nurses?
At that time when we had busing and students were bused in, little, tiny people in the first grade
on a very long bus ride would sometimes arrive with wet pants because that's just the realities of
what it's like for a small child. And then sixth graders bused to the sixth grade centers. It was a
solution that people came up with before I started working, really. I think the intention was to
integrate. The burden was really on the black community because they were bused in the lower
grades and the others were bused in sixth grade only. That's one of the inequities. And, yet,
people said it's because the schools on what was the Westside were inferior. And so the problem
was very complex, but the solution was -- I mean that was the solution that they had in place at the
time.

Sometimes I would make visits on the Westside because I was trying to meet the needs of
those students and if a parent can't come to the school for a conference to meet with you on that.
You're so far away. So that was something that I did and enjoyed doing. So it was --

(End Recording 1.)

Claytee, [ know we were talking about the school integration, but I don't feel that I'm extremely
knowledgeable about that.

But I would like to go back if [ may to something with the consumer movement because
when [ was president of the Consumers League I had a call and an invitation to serve on the
National Poison Prevention Packaging Committee, which was then part of what was known as the
Food and Drug Administration, the FDA. I had a letter of appointment from Elliott Richardson,
who was with Nixon's staff, which I always find kind of funny. But anyway, the thing that was
exciting about it for me was they met in Washington, D.C. three times a year. Although I had
gone to school there, when I was at school there, I had a very limited allowance. And so I never
got to see the city. So I thought, oh, it would be fun to be back in Washington, D.C.

Anyway, I did serve on that for my term. What's important about that time was that's when
they were discussing the problems with aspirin and childhood poisonings from aspirin because

they were so easily accessible. So the Poison Prevention Packaging was focused on safety
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closures for aspirin and then, of course, prescription drugs and other harmful substances. So I
worked with some really great people whose names I can't remember and people from the FDA
that kind of sat in with our committee.

[ ' was appointed as a consumer when I was called. I said, well, I'm a consumer, yes, but
I'm also a nurse. They said but you're not working as a nurse, are you? I said no. That's before I
had gone back to work. They said, well, then you're qualified to serve as a consumer. [ said, well,
that's great. So I did.

And it was during that time that Poison Prevention Packaging passed and it began to
appear on aspirin bottles and other things. So it was a really critical time to be on it. That's before
the FDA became the Consumer Product Safety Commission.

So you're the person that I'm to blame when I can't open my calcium. .
Yes. And [ remember so clearly one night I got a call from Harriet Trudell at about 11 p.m. And
after she went through a litany of words that we are not going to be able to print, she said, Get

over here and open this (pause); I've got a headache. Yeah, I paid dearly for that. But the data on

the number of deaths and accidental ingestions was extremely powerful.
Right.
Also during the consumer movement, on one of these times, I visited the Office of Public Citizen,
which was Ralph Nader's group. I think his name was Sidney Wolff when we were working on
the prescription drug issue. And I think Sidney Wolfe was the medical. I think he's a physician.
Anyway, [ met with him.

[ didn't meet with Ralph Nader at that time, although a funny story. Sometime later Ralph
Nader was speaking at UNLV and [ went over to hear him and to be there. So it was at the --
where were we? Was it the Student Union? Anyway, the student president came in all dressed up
in his suit with several of his board, the students. They were getting ready to introduce Ralph
Nader. So I went there. And I introduced myself and I got that up-and-down look that says,
"Look, lady, you're not important, don't sit down," you know. So I sat down.

Of course, we had been in touch with that office about everything that we were doing with
prescription drugs and everything else. I can't remember, then, if I had introduced myself to him

off stage. At any rate, at one point when these guys were acting so important and looking so
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important, up on the stage Ralph Nader said something like, You need to be more like this woman
Pat van Betten, and he pointed me to me down there. And these well-dressed, pompous, little
students just kind of inhaled and said, Huh, her?
So you didn't become speechless in front of Ralph Nader like you did Hubert Humphrey.
No. No. But Hubert Humphrey...

But that was kind of fun because it just is a reminder, you know, to withhold judgment.
['ve learned a lot along the way. But, yeah. It's like when I was dating my husband and he was
translating at Alcoa, sometimes I would come in from a snowy day out in what we called out in
the field. Of course, I had these big heavy black-tie shoes on that are good for your feet and
comfortable and my long coat and my long dress and my old scarf. I'd be done early, so I would
go over to Alcoa and go up and sit in the waiting room and wait for him. And all those secretaries
that looked like they stepped out of Vogue would look like, How did she get in here? And then
Van would come out and he'd say, Ready to go? It was just kind of fun.

But, yeah, the consumer days -- I'll tell you, though, when I went back to work, I had a life.
[ had no idea until I stopped doing it 24-7 that I had been so consumed by it. That's one of my
biggest problems is I tend to let myself get consumed by things.
Did your husband ever regret telling you to go and join a group?
Ha, ha, I never asked him.
Now, tell me about his work on the school board. Do you remember any of those issues that
you're allowed to talk about?
Well, he probably would be the better one to talk about that because if I speak for him -- I know
I'm about to do it. But it was an interesting time for him to be on the school board. That was
really his only desire was to serve on the school board. He ran for the State Board of Education
once. He didn't win. He ran with our friend at the time Jackie Stormson. They were kind of a
ticket. Of course, Jackie I had met at the League of Women Voters, also. And so they were really
kind of funny. People would refer to them as Batman and Robin.

But when you run for office, you have a forum for bringing up the issues that are important
that people to need to discuss. So I think it's important for people to run even if they feel like they

have no chance of winning because it expands the horizon of issues for people who maybe have
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never thought about something that way.

['have to tell you one of my favorite Harriet stories with the Consumers League of Nevada.
We were facing a garbage rate increase and the vote was before the city commission. Now,
Kermitt Waters was -- I think he was the city attorney at the time. He was on our board. David
Cantor was on our board. Richard Bryan was on our board.

But anyway, they had this garbage rate increase coming up. We were opposing it because
we didn't have all the data that we thought people needed to have to support a rate increase. And
so by then Harriet had made me an activist with the Democratic Party in which she was the mother
activist. So Hank Thornley was on the city commission. We said the vote is coming up for the
garbage rate increase. I said, Harriet, I want you to come to the city commission meeting with me
for the garbage rate increase. She said, well, I don't have any information about that. I said you
don't need any information; I just want you to sit with me in the front row and just keep constant
eye contact on Hank Thornley, who was also active in the Democratic Party.

So that's what we did. We went down and made ourselves comfortable in the front row.
We testified. Harriet just stayed focused on Hank Thornley. We lost the vote, but we had one

vote, Hank Thornley. I mean there are people that just don't cross Harriet. I don't know if you've

met Harriet.
No. And tell me about her.
Harriet is my mentor in the Democratic Party. And I think everybody in this community has at
least ten favorite Harriet stories. But she is a dear friend, has been a dear friend just about as long
as we've lived here -- well, since I went to my first League of Women Voters' meeting, which was
probably in '69, probably. She has a very colorful verbal delivery. Some of it's not quotable.
When she gets her ire up, she gets high verbal and loud.

In '91, my husband and I were honored by the ACLU as civil libertarians of the year.
People gave little talks. And our daughter, Melanie, spoke. She was speaking of Harriet. And she
said I remember when Harriet would come to our house and I would say, Mom, your friend with
the dirty mouth is here.

She just was my mentor with the Democratic Party and candidates. We've been involved

with -- well, during the consumer movement one of our -- she's now deceased, too -- one of our
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board members and member Jack Adrian was a candidate for public office. We would walk

precincts. We just thought nothing of mobilizing and walking precincts and with a stack of
literature for candidates. And we'd always put our favorite candidate's paper on the top. She just
is a wonderful person and so genuinely dedicated to justice. I mean really wonderful, just a
wonderful person. I just love her dearly. We've done a lot of things together from antiwar
protests, antinuclear protests.

There was a very active antiwar movement during the Vietnam War here in Las Vegas and
especially based at the university. We were part of members of a group called Committee of a
Hundred and people who protested the war and were vocal about it.

Tell me about Committee of a Hundred.

I'm trying to remember who -- Libby Bargeil; Harriet; several of the Franciscans; Louis Vitale for
sure, the Franciscan Father; George Katz. We had all the names down the letterhead on the side.
All these things were concurrent. There was this real mood of "I can make a difference" and "I'm
going to" and "I'm going to be part of this movement to make life different." There was really an
1dealism that people believed in. I don't feel it now. I feel a sense of despair and I feel a sense of
just being overwhelmed.

There was a headline in the morning paper today about this administration wanting to
operate by fiat. It said do people know or do people care? And I think people do care. But I think
people are so overwhelmed by everything that's happening. And this town growing so quickly,
you see the changes. I mean the changes are -- not only the geography and the physical changes,
but the changes in attitude. I mean it's not easy to establish a sense of community with
like-minded people as easily as you could in the 70s. I miss that. I think it's possible, but it takes
a lot more work. People are more spread out. People's lives are more rushed. There isn't a time
just to sit and think and to kind of take stock of what needs to be done.

But do you feel that here in Blue Diamond? Do you feel more of a community?

Yes, I do, to answer your question. I feel community and I feel community and I believe it's
possible to build an even stronger community. It's a wonderful place to live. And people are
supportive and kind. And you know your neighbors. So it's a nice experience. [ feel really

blessed to be able to be here because we moved here in '99. We retired in '98. So there's
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something to do wherever you are. That's the reality.

And I'm going to ask you about history in a little while, but tell me more about what the
antiwar movement protests were like in Las Vegas.

[ don't remember a whole lot, really. People would go to the federal building. There would be
speakers on campus, organizing on campus, a lot of student awareness, student involvement,
visible protesting with signs and letter writing.

My husband would say things like I really don't want my name in public because I've got a
job and all this. So I was always very careful. So I wrote a letter to the editor against the war and
['signed it Herman and Patricia Tringe, which is my maiden name.

So I get a call from Harriet. She says great letter. I said, What are you talking about? She
said, How many Herman and Patricias do you know that are against the war? It was just, oh, so
funny.

The same with the Test Site. He would say, well, I don't mind if you go, but just don't get
arrested; I don't want my name in the paper. Okay. So I would go. And people would trespass.
And the dutiful person, I would stand there, you know. And this one time I said, well, I'm going
out to the Test Site with the Franciscans. There's a vigil always at Holy Week, ecumenical.
People come from all over. It's a wonderful experience. He was reading the paper and he said
okay. So okay; so I did.

So it came time to trespass and I did. Of course, the man from the Shoshone nation is there
to give you permission to be on their land. And when you trespass you simply go across the
symbolic line, which is the cattle guard. And so many of my friends -- Sister Rosemary and Louis
Vitale and Marianne Smith -- had trespassed so many times. [ finally got to join them. It's a very
powertul thing. It's a very powerful thing to be arrested. And they put your hands in these plastic
handcuffs. By then, they had built the compounds, one for men and one for women at the Test
Site. So you didn't go to Beatty like people did in the beginning. You're in the compound until
they call you out. It's that sense of being separated from society, isolated. You're different from
the person who arrested you. You are very vulnerable. All of the emotion of that was a very, very
powerful experience for me. I mean I wouldn't have missed it for anything. Just being there -- the

compound is big -- and just being able to think and realize you are captive now; you can't get out
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until they let you out.

So then we were released. I came home and | thought, well, I'm not going to say anything
about this. So I didn't. But I did write my daughter and I explained everything to my daughter, all
of my emotions and everything. It was Good Friday. It was a very powerful time. She was in
L.A. So we drove in to see a play. She's a performing artist. So we always wait to meet the cast
after the show. And so the cast came out. And I'm standing with my husband. One of her friends
said, So is this the jailbird mother you're talking about? And Van said, What are they talking
about? I said, Who knows?

Well, [ knew you get something in the mail. So I kept waiting and waiting to get
something in the mail from Nye County from the sheriff's office, which I did, finally. Of course,
there's a big penalty. But, of course, you have permission. It's Shoshone Nation land. Of course,
the fee was limiting. But I told Louis Vitale, I said, Louis, it is one of the proudest moments of
my life that I get this statement from the sheriff's office and we are alphabetically close together
on the list.

Now, tell me the background of the Test Site just for the tape.

Well, the Test Site was an area where the federal government did, first, aboveground testing and,
then, belowground testing. There is a group that -- actually the vigils at the Test Site to oppose
nuclear testing were started but Sister Rosemary Lynch, who will be 90 this March. She still goes.
She's part of a Monday morning group that I belong to. In fact, they were here yesterday. Sister
Rosemary said I would like to celebrate my 90th birthday at the Test Site. So we will do that. She
1s a marvelous woman and just a wonderful role model.

Has she ever been interviewed?

She may have been for the Test Site project. I hope so because some people have talked with her.
She is just a wonderful example of what you can do. She is Franciscan. So, of course,
nonviolence is their bottom line and it is their way of life. She teaches by example more than
anyone [ know. Just a beautiful woman. I learn from her. She has so much wisdom. I say,
Rosemary, this cannot be your first time around; you can't get this smart just this one time. But

she's absolutely wonderful and just great.

So the vigils at the Test Site have started from that sole voice to something that is now -- [
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mean I would say it's international. It's certainly national in all faiths because this is not a
one-faith thing. This is a humanity thing. So especially during Holy Week there is a walk to the
Test Site. People walk -- I think they go ten miles a day. I've been out there with Rosemary and
my mother. We drove out and then walked back to meet the marchers. And then they have a
religious service.

People walk all the way from Las Vegas?

Yes. Yes. And they stop. I think they go ten miles a day and camp. I'm not positive. I've never
done the walk.

Which year were you arrested?

That I don't remember. But I have my documents somewhere in a safe place. I have a lot of safe
places here that I haven't been able to find lately. But I saved that paper because to me that's just a
treasure.

[ think now that we're facing again testing, which as Rosemary said yesterdays, it's
blasphemous to call something divine, straight. So there's the mobilization of people again.
People who have been involved with that, like Louis Vitale and Sister Rosemary and the
Franciscans, have become the core of that action. And she's done wonderful things. She's taught
workshops on nonviolence in Europe. She's written about it. She's just very modest, very humble,
but a very powerful person. So I'm really blessed with some wonderful friends. Harriet is part of
our Monday morning group, too, by the way.

So Harriet is in the same room with Sister Rosemary?

Oh, sure. They've been friends for the longest.

Oh, that's wonderful. Now, tell me how you met Ruby Duncan.

I'm trying to remember how I met Ruby Duncan, but probably at a welfare rights rally or march.
We were part of the march on the Strip. But I think I had met Ruby before that. I just was trying
to remember that, when it goes back to. I can't remember the beginning. But I know that during
that time Ruby started Operation Life on the Westside, which was a clinic. My friend Andra
Fjone -- that's F-J-O-N-E, A-N-D-R-A, Andra Fjone -- nurse practitioner, was a nurse there. |
know that in something that's been published about the welfare rights movement I'm identified as

the nurse at that clinic and that is not correct. Andra Fjone was the nurse at the clinic. I was
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called by people in League and people working with welfare rights to serve on the board of
directors of Operation Life as a nurse for nursing when they were having financial problems. And
so they were reestablishing what they called a so-called blue ribbon board. And they wanted
nursing on it. So Rene Diamond, whom I also met in League, suggested my name and called me.
And I did serve.

We had to work with Region Nine, people from Region Nine in San Francisco in terms of
funding. At that same time there was a clinic called Vegas Verde's Clinic. And my friend Willie
Fields was on that board. Willie lived and worked in North Las Vegas. And then as time evolved
and the problems continued, the two clinics merged and became Community Health Center of
Southern Nevada. I continued to be on the board and so did Willie. And then as time went on
with the problems continuing, we had to hire a director for the clinic. We had two choices, but
one of the choices was strongly recommended by Region Nine. And I guess we read that as a
must.

So we hired this guy named Chuck Silloway, who was supposed to have been a Dominican
priest on leave from work in Rome and la, la, la. Well, it turns out not only was he not who he
was perceived to be, but he had contributed to the financial problems of the clinic by not -- when
IRS notices came for payment, they were stuck in the drawer. And people would call and say they
were behind getting their paychecks.

[ wasn't the treasurer, but I signed checks with the treasurer. I mean I was the Co-signer
with Chuck Silloway on things. So when problems began to really fester with the clinic and it was -
obviously clear the financial problems were massive, I ended up having to get an attorney because
[ had my name on the check because I was signing checks. So I was identified as one of the
financially responsible people. You know, finance has never been my strong card. That's not a
big thing with me. But my husband said, oh, this is becoming a mess. It was in all the papers.
And we were trying to decide what to do.

[ remember once we had an emergency board meeting over at Willie's shoe repair shop in
North Las Vegas. The TV media came over to film it. And we were trying to have a little

meeting. My son called and said, Mom, was that you I saw on television tonight?

But I mean it was a mess. I remember I had to get an attorney, an IRS specialist attorney.

26




Meanwhile, Harriet's calling the congressional delegation — Reid [Harry Reid], Bilbray [Jim] and
Bryan [Richard] -- saying the Van Bettens are going to lose their house. I remember going to see
the attorney. And I'm sitting there and I said I need to know what it would cost because I'm a
volunteer and I've been on the board for X many years and these are the problems that we know
have happened and I'm concerned about my personal liability and how often we meet and how
long we meet and everything. He took me by the hand and he said, You know what? You're a
volunteer and that's great, but I'm not a volunteer. I'm $250 an hour.

So another lesson. So we did. Then I just rotated off the board. It was so tragic because
the clinic was meeting a need, a tremendous need. It was on West Owens. And the staff were
dedicated. I mean the providers were really wonderful. Just a question of -- you know, not
everybody has the same motives. I mean I'm 70, but I'm still a Pollyanna on a lot of stuff. I mean
[ probably should be a lot more cynical, but I'm not. Sometimes that takes its toll on you.

But still, in the long run that one person -- you can't take away from all the positive things that
were going on with the staff and the care that was being given and the services that were provided.
And I haven't kept up with what's happened. I think there is still a clinic. There are health
services. But I don't quite know what's going on on the Westside.

When I was doing school nursing I became very involved with efforts to provide health
care for children, like a lot of school nurses before me, and those efforts to identify where the
needs were and to get people to donate services. I think at one point doctors were getting the
funding through WICHE, the Western Interstate [Commission for Higher Education] whatever,
who were called on to give services and to provide dental care. You become very resourceful. |
think school nurses and public health nurses as a rule are very resourceful people.

I remember one time I had a dentist who had agreed to see a child who was in the first
grade. His teeth were so bad. They had so much decay. So I got him to the dentist. I had
permission to transport him. I remember the dentist had him in the chair and he opened his mouth.
And then he turned to me and he said, Don't you ever bring me a child with this many problems
again, in front of the child. And so you try to be there for the child. And the child got some care.
Not everybody has an attitude like that, but somehow that's what you remember and it makes you

a little bit gun shy the next time around. On the other hand, there were people who would do
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wonderful things just on a call. So he's not typical.

[ remember Marvin Sedway, who had served in the assembly. He was absolutely
wonderful. He's now deceased. But Marvin was an optometrist. He was very active in the
antiwar movement. The nice thing about the antiwar movement, Claytee, you made friends that
were so genuine and so solid. And you maybe wouldn't see somebody for ten years, 12 years, and
then you picked up where you left off. It was just really wonderful. I remember when I was doing
school nursing, oh, years after the Vietnam War, and I was really trying to get some glasses for
this child who didn't qualify for any of the services. I just called Marvin and Marvin said, Bring
him in. You just can't put words to those friendships that you established. It was just the
networking that was wonderful, really wonderful.

Tell me about the attitude in Las Vegas to welfare rights overall.

Like what do you mean?

I want to know how people who lived here, how did that see that movement?

I can only speak for us. We saw it as valuable and necessary. And we were not reluctant to be
part of it. I remember the Welfare Rights march on the Strip when my friend -- they had a bus.
They were arresting people. Of course, dutiful didn't go. I mean I had promised that I wouldn't.
But I remember Jimmy Skomall was on the bus and he rolled down the window. He said, Pat, call
my roommate and tell him I've been arrested. I said okay. Then I said, wait, I don't know J immy's
roommate. [ don't know who to call. I don't know what to do.

So where were you?

On the street.

Okay. So you were on the sidewalk.

No. We had been part of the march. And then they did an arrest and I didn't go onto the bus.

I see. So people volunteered to be arrested?

[ believe so. I believe so.

I see. Do you know any of the attorneys that worked with the welfare rights movement at

that time?

['m not sure. Maybe Tom Lien did. He's deceased. I think that people were taken before -- |

think the judge -- Harriet would know this better because she was always front and center on this
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stuff. But I think Jim Santini was the judge that had to rule down on a whole bunch of his friends
who were standing in front of him. Harriet would be better to address that. I'm sorry.

What was the press like regarding that march on the Strip especially with the presence of
Jane Fonda?

That I don't remember. That I don't remember. 1 do know that as part of our consumer movement
we had a woman named Sylvia Leeks. She represented a group called Poor People Pulling
Together. We had groups that were members of Consumers League, as well as individuals. And
Sylvia I think ended up on the board with the Consumers League. But I don't remember. There
were a lot of groups and there were functions on the Westside. But I just don't have a really good,
clear recollection of that. I'm sorry.

No problem. Do you know anything else about Poor People Pulling Together?

[ don't remember much more about it. I was wondering if I did. I will say that after serving on
Poison Prevention I think we got a billboard. We found ways to pay for a billboard, to go back to
that for a second, to create awareness. And then we had Governor O'Callaghan sign a
proclamation.

And then I hadn't gone back to work, but I organized field trips for the elementary school
near my house when you could walk to the grocery store. You could walk to Lucky's across
Maryland Parkway and it wasn't busy. I don't know if it was second graders. I took all the second
graders at different times on field trips to the grocery store to learn about poison prevention and
also to learn about why you wash your foods before you eat them. A produce man, who is now a
friend too, was there and would talk to the kids. So there were some really good things happening
with creating awareness and working in the community. And you could do it because the size was
doable. It would almost be impossible now to stay connected.

What was the influence of the Las Vegas Strip in all of this? Did you even think about it?
Oh, sure we did. After we lived way out on Tropicana, we bought a tiny, little house near Robert
Lake Elementary School. It was about a block east of Maryland Parkway. We were so naive. We
had no down payment except my husband's VA. He could get a VA loan. And the Realtor had

asked to show things that we could afford, so there weren't a whole lot. And then there was this

one house. I think I might have been pregnant and we wanted to be near the hospital. So anyway,
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we bought this house that we pretty much looked at dusk dark. We looked through the windows
and said, oh, this looks nice, little naive couple over here. Anyway, we lived there. Then we
moved a mile east of that.

But we were close enough to the Strip that we could go down and just -- and it was a time
when you could get the really cheap breakfasts. There was a little casino there by the Stardust. I
can't remember what it was called. But we would just go down. We would just go out for a few
hours and get a babysitter. Then we would have a cheap breakfast. There was a little casino
called the Bonanza, which is I think where the first MGM was.
Where Bally's is?
Yes. And it was a tiny, little place. I think whoever it was, maybe it was Steve Wynn, had bought
the property, but this little Bonanza just stayed there. I can't remember the name of this
entertainer. He is funny. He's kind of a standup and he sings. He's local. We used to go down
there and hear him. The consumer movement was on. And then he would say things from the
stage about the consumer movement and say hi. It was very cozy. And you could go from place

to place and it was very affordable. If you had ten dollars, you could go out and have a good time

and have breakfast.
So we're talking about the 70s?
Yeah, we're talking about the 70s. Yeah, before you saw all the big changes. You could go to
lounge shows. I don't remember a whole lot, but they were there.
My parents used to visit from Connecticut. My dad used to love to walk from our house

down to the Strip. It was a two-mile walk. And he could do it and just kind of explore around and

come back. It was just kind of fun, a very, very simple (indiscernible).

But the school was right across the street. It was nice. Then sometime later when I was

working [ was assigned to that school as part of my assignment, which was fun.

Now, this is also the time when the Strip was changing from being family owned to corporate

ownership.

Yeah.
Did that reflect at all in the city in these changing times?

Well, I think it did. I'll tell you a story. When I was at Robert Lake, two of the students that went
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to Robert Lake were the children of Frank Rosenthal, who lived at those country club houses up
there across from Maryland Parkway. I think he -- I don't know. I don't remember if this was
before or after his wife's death. I think it was after his wife's death. We were doing vision and
hearing screening at Ruby Thomas School. Richard Davis was the principal. When you're doing
screening, your schedule is very tight. You know, you have one class coming and so on and so
forth. We told Mr. Davis, We're screening, so unless it's an emergency, please hold the phone
calls. So we're screening and over the intercom in the room we were working comes Mr. Davis's
voice himself. He said, Mrs. van Betten, you have a phone call. I said, Oh, please take a message,
Mr. Davis. He said, Mrs. van Betten, it's Frank Rosenthal. Yes, sir, I'll be right there.

Sure enough, it was Frank Rosenthal. He said he was going through some papers and had
come across this audio referral for his daughter, Stephanie, who was a swimmer. People had said
she was Olympic quality swimming. Anyway, he was upset that he had found this audio referral
that had not been dealt with in his -- I don't know -- maybe his papers. I don't remember. I
wanted to assure him that that was simply an indication that more screening needed to be done
than what we did. That's before we were checking -- before we had otoscopes. We were just
doing the screening and referring the kids who failed. Later we had otoscopes and we could check
to see whether there was a wax buildup or something. So I had to assure him that it was simply a
screening finding and it did not indicate a serious problem necessarily, but just that it needed
further follow-up. But Mr. Davis spoke to me later in private. What did he want? It was so funny.
It was so funny.

And I think it was that Christmas that Harriette Babero, who was the 5™ grade teacher at
[Robert E.] Lake -- we both got big philodendron plants from Frank Rosenthal for Christmas. No

)

it's not still alive. I wish it had been.

But, you know, you could go for meals. You could go for entertainment. And there was
very much of a -- I don't know. It was very comfortable. The ambiance was really nice. And not
knowing any of that other stuff -- I mean really I didn't --

Do you think most people were the same way; that they didn't know any of maybe the

harsher side of some of these people who were in charge?

Well, we certainly didn't. [ mean you'd hear about it, but we weren't living here then. I don't
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know. It's quite different now. It's quite polished, really. But it has been enjoyable living here,
really. We came at a time when you could make a difference and you believed you could, and so
you worked to do it. I think it's always possible to make a difference. It just gets harder. And

when the city is so big, it's like trying to make a difference --  mean L.A. is not a fair comparison.

But in a sense --

Yes, I understand.

You can only do your own little corner where before you could do -- and it have easy to get
around. Where we lived it was nothing to drive over to the Westside. It was doable. The bus
thing was not fair. And I think this is why David Cantor, he really should be talked to because he
did not support the busing as an unfair thing, as I understand it. Now if you were to transport from
one side of town to the other, it would take half a day.

That's right.

But David was also on our board with Consumers League. In fact, David helped us with our
bylaws. We had gone -- I think I told you this story, but it's so funny because my husband and I
went to David's office about the bylaws, you know, ready to sign off to bring to the board
(indiscernible). And I had questions about some of them, so I was asking questions. And then I
maybe sounded like I was challenging him. I don't know what. But anyway, after the discussion
went on for quite sometime, he stopped and he said to my husband, Herman, anytime you want a
divorce, [ do it for free. So time to cool it, Patricia. But I think that's one of the things I learned
from Harriet. I'm going to blame her for that.

Other than busing what other civil rights movement did you see here in Las Vegas, what
other portions?

What other portions? I don't know that I know any. I can tell you -- it's not related to this, but I
can tell you an incident in Texas because we moved to Texas in '61 right after marriage. And I
was working at the health department. One thing that happened, and it wasn't until later that it
dawned on me because [ was new staff, the supervising nurse asked me would I go to a conference
on rehabilitation nursing. Of course, we were newly married and it was in another town in Texas.
And I said, oh, I'd love to do that, what a nice opportunity. They said, well, two nurses would be

going. I would be going and Mrs. McKnight. Now, Mrs. McKnight was a black nurse on our
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staff. Isaid, oh, isn't that great? So Mrs. McKnight and I went and shared a room and went to this
conference. It wasn't until years later that I realized why I was invited to go. And I find that so
distasteful and so offensive ...I was probably asked because others refused to go.

But on the other hand, there was another nurse on our staff. We had two nurses on our
staff with the same last name, Simms. Mrs. Simms, who was on our team, was aging, heavyset
black public health nurse and the other was a young Caucasian, newly hired. One day someone
came and wanted to see Mrs. Simms. And Mrs. Simms, who was on our team, said -- we said, oh,
Mrs. Simms, there's somebody here to see you. She said they're not here to see me. And we said
yes, they are, yes, they are, they want to see Mrs. Simms; that's you. So we convinced her to go
downstairs. She came back up and she said, I told you they did not want to see me.

She became such a dear friend when our child was born. She was so supportive. [ wanted
her to come to dinner at our house. We lived in married student housing on the other side away
from the campus. She was reluctant to come. Finally I convinced her that she had to come. Well,
we had this tiny, little apartment. Of course, I was learning to cook. I was going to show off and
make Wiener schnitzel.

So Mrs. Simms comes over to dinner. She didn't park in front of our house. She parked
down the street. When she left we said, We'll walk you to your car. She said, oh, no, I don't think
you should do that; I shouldn't be seen with you. We said, well, of course, you should. So we
both walked her to her car.

We had a lovely time and I just loved Mrs. Simms. [ was fixing the dinner and I had fixed
the veal. We only had this tiny, little kitchen. And so I had the two dishes ready. And then the
third dish I had to balance on the little bar in front of the sink in the kitchen. And I had a piece of
veal on each one ready and I was doing the eggs to go over it. Well, I bumped it. And this dish
went into the dishwater. So I quickly scooped it out and I patted it dry. So I fixed theirs. I
brought them in. And I fixed mine, my soapy one. And so Van and Mrs. Simms is just raving
about this Wiener schnitzel. Van said, Don't you like it? I said, It's okay. I had soapsuds. But
anyway, that was fun.

It wasn't until later that I realized. I mean I think I was so insensitive to what they were

going through.
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How did she know that they didn't want her when they came and asked for Mrs. Simms?
[ don't know who they were. They were Caucasians. And I think they were something to do with
her husband's job or something. She knew it and she sensed it. And we made her go down. It's so
awful, really. But in Texas, remember this is the married student housing where after Kennedy
was assassinated I drive home and the neighbor says that about the speechwriters.

Well, even in Texas we did nursing home inspections as part of the job. Another example,
in a nursing home there was a front building and there was a rear building. The front building, not
that it was great, it was crummy. But the Caucasian patients were in the front building and in the

back building were the black patients, even more crummy than the front building. It was there,

you know. It was pretty alien.

I grew up in North Carolina.

Okay. Yeah. So you have sensed it.

And I'm a little older than you think I am.

[ don't think so.

Yes, I am. But you didn't see any evidence of that when you came to Las Vegas?

Well, I didn't. But I think, too, we were -- like my husband was at the university and our friends
were enlightened people. So we really didn't have that except in our elementary school we had a
woman who was black and became principal of our elementary school. I am convinced that this
was not acceptable to a lot of parents. And I am also convinced that there was a deliberate,
organized, subtle, very subtle effort, successful, to remove that woman from that position. And
that would be in the 70s, too. So I think things were rampant. It's just that [ wasn't aware of it
until [ became aware of it. I became aware of it probably through the Democratic Party as the
vehicle for at least creating my awareness and what had to be done and the League of Women
Voters. It's a sad shadow on the history, but I think the shadow's still there.

So what do you see as the future of this city with the way we've grown? You look at not just
so much social, political but the city itself and the way (indiscernible)?

Oh, gosh. Ireally don't know. But I can tell you this. There are a lot of people totally unaware of
the past and they're not building on it. They're not building on their successes and they're not

aware of the challenges, almost taking it for granted that things have always been the way they
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are, and not involved, not having a stake in what's happening.

So is that why the history committee is so important to you?

The history committee is very important to me because --

Tell me all about it.

Really?

Yes.

Okay. Well, first of all, we started with a community awareness about the adobe remnant in our
village when we had Frank Wright and Dorothy come out and do a program about the history. We
had a little breakfast meeting. And that probably was the beginning of breakfast meetings. The
breakfast meeting was at our house. And this was followed by a presentation by Liz Warren about
the adobe and the work that the university did on that. And we were interested in gathering -- we
seemed to have the deaths of three old-timers in a row in the village. And a little core of people
seemed to form and we talked about the need to gather oral histories, but we felt we weren't smart
enough to do that ourselves. And so naturally, we had to find somebody who's smarter. So we
heard that the history department at UNLV gathered oral histories. And so we contacted them.

We had a graduate student assigned to us and met with this person at least twice, maybe three

times at my home.

(End Recording 2.)

As | said we were working with a graduate student in history. And we had identified two people
in particular that we needed to have interviewed. One was Albert Matteucci. whose family were
original ranchers in Blue Diamond and had lived in the adobe, very rich family history. And we
were thrilled to have found him. In our presence she called and made an appointment to interview
this man. Fast-forward to me being on an airplane going to Alabama to help my daughter with
child number two. I'm reading the R-J obituary column, Albert Matteucci.

S0 I called Shirley Leavitt, who was one of our wonderful history members. She no longer
lives in the village. But when she's in town we rope her into a meeting. 1 said I think that's our
Albert Matteucci that died. [ don't know if he was interviewed. Shirley goes to the workplace and
gets the graduate student. And she has the newspaper in her hand. She says to the student, Did
you ever interview Albert Matteucci? And the student said. No. | got busy and I didn't do it. And
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Shurley shook the newspaper in her face and she said, well, he died.

And so we thought, oh, brother. You know what? We better leam to do it ourselves. He
has a son, a dentist in town, Thomas Mattcucci. | know that the family was very much looking
forward 1o that interview with Albert Matteucci. And it wasn't done. And trying to repair that
breach, we had wanted to interview Thomas Mattcucci. In fact, we had someone here who was
going to do it So | wrote a letter 1o him apologizing and that we were going to be doing it
oursclves; we care.

Anyway, | ended up going to his office with pictures of the adobe, with a chart of the
ranch, anything | could put my hands on, and just kind of made an appointment and sat in the
office until he was free and apologized again. | mean we apologized so many times because we
lost that and we'll never get it. | wanted to interview him. And he said, well, he didn't have
anything to say. But | knew that he didn't have a patient coming. And | asked, well, would he just
talk to me. So he finally agreed. He said, well, he would, but he didn't have anything to say. So
we started. And we did a 30-minute interview. And it was so nice. It's a treasure. The man is
wonderful. He said | didn't think | had anything to say. It was really kind of cute.

Then | lcarned that he had interviewed his grandmother in the 70s when he was taking a
class from Ralph Roske. And you, Claytee White, are the detective who found that tape and had it
transcribed. But | will say that we were moaning and groaning and wondering how we were going
to leamn to do this. We sent our neighbor 1o a meeting of an oral history conference when it was in
Las Vegas. And she came home with a bunch of notes. We were floundering and wondering
what 1o do when | got what | call my gift from God phone call from this voice that said, My name
15 Claytee White and | understand you'd like some help with oral histories. What? Yes.

And 50 as you know, we became connected at the hip, you and all of the rest of us on the
Bluc Dramond History Commitiee with guidelines on how 1o do oral interviews. And it gave us
the courage to move forward and 1o do it. And 50 we have 31 transcribed. We have four more
that arc done that noad 1o be transcnibed. We have worked with the plant manager at the mine
when the plant closed to bring down matenials from the horizontal caves to be archived. And
that's being done Wehu@ﬁ:bﬁ*hﬁbnmnlm»mw

One day | got a phone call from a gal in the village. She said that she had something for
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me. Were you here that day when she came over with a box of things from the civil defense days?
Penicillin, pressure bandages, also known as maxi pads. I mean a variety of things that I have in
the garage. We have a civil defense toilet, never used by the way, in storage someplace else that
was taken from the mine.

But you know without the university, to be honest with you, we would be still floundering.
Without Special Collections, I mean without the university having matured to the point where this
is a resource for the community it's just really great because we are moving. We've been very
lucky. Our first grant we got from the Southwest Oral History to help pay for transcriptions. As
you know the first transcriptions you helped with because you had some grant funds. We have a
small grant from Nevada Humanities to pay for transcriptions. And now we've just been funded
for a project of history for the schoolchildren. But all these things were made possible because we
have begun to gather oral histories. Without the oral histories you don't have the awareness to
know that you need to do something else to preserve and work on the history.

The same way with Angie Bogdanovich DeLong, who is absolutely the most wonderful
friend who was a child up on the hill at the mine, came with me yesterday to a meeting of the
School District Archive Committee because we want the Blue Diamond Elementary School to be
included in the archives. And she had photos and drawings and narrative. And all this is possible
because of the oral histories. So that's a beginning resource that leads to so many other things.

So we have a very enthusiastic group here. We just love it. We just bumble along. Ithink we get
better every time.

You guys have done such great work. I am just so proud.

We have the best teacher.

Now, for someone listening to this, tell me what the adobe is.

The adobe was the first dwelling in the village. It historically dates to the 1800s, whether mid or
after mid. And it was partially intact until the 1960s, which is the tragedy. And so it was a small
primitive dwelling. It was lived in by the Matteuccis. It was part of when they ranched and had I
would say truck farming, where they would take vegetables to town.

We have interviewed Vickie Richardson, who as a child Vickie Duarte Richardson was a

child in the adobe. And we have interviewed her. That is a wonderful interview. We have some
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information that we've gotten from archives, old newspaper stories trying to piece it together. But
that will be part of what the children learn about on their history project.

Also, the importance of the spring. This place was called Cottonwood Springs. The spring
is near the site of the adobe and the water still runs. It's filled with watercress. Even the early
interviews talk about harvesting the watercress to eat from the Bogdanovich children when they
talk about visiting the village. And the children will learn about that. This is the plan. The
importance of water in the desert. How are you next settling and why it makes it possible? And
so we have botanists lined up to talk to the children about that.

The project is designed to hopefully bond the community with the schoolchildren as the
catalyst for that kind of learning and appreciation of history and then the need to protect the site
because if you don't know -- if you look at it you see a mound of dirt and a couple of rocks. You
say, well, not much left. But if you know it then you say, well, how can we protect it? And so
part of the plan for the grant is that the children would line the perimeter of that adobe with the
community members as a way to set it off and protect it.

So the history committee is -- and we keep finding new people to interview, which is so
wonderful. For example, Angie and her sister Sophie and her sister Nina and her brother George,
those four siblings, the Bogdanoviches that had lived up on the hill are so close. They are
wonderful. They have interviewed a woman who is in her 80s who has a little bracelet from the
Arden school. That woman wants to come to our next history meeting. They have interviewed
people who now live in Utah. George is going to interview someone who's retired and lives in
Arizona but also served on the Clark County School Board or the Unification School Board but
was also a person in the village and involved with the mine. So everything is so interrelated.

[t's really my hope that when we have things gathered and we know what's inventoried and we've
got the interviews that we know to do that we can find someone to pull that all together for us. I
mentioned it to A.D. Hopkins once and he laughed at me. But I'll mention it again. But he is on
our list for the school project for the children to talk to the children about why it's important to
document. So hopefully.

As newcomers come into the village they need to know that we have something so precious that

no one else has, really, to preserve and save it. It was a stop on the old Spanish Trail. We were
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part of the centennial mural project. We have a mural on the east wall of the store that traces our
history. The artist worked with our history committee and our materials and read some of the oral
interviews in order to come up with a design. So I think as we move forward we're also moving
out. I mean it's making it possible to do other things like with the school district and with the
mine.

Two things. We think the school, which Blue Diamond School District started in 1929, but there
is still a Blue Diamond school open and has been continually since that time. So we think that
after Good Springs we are the oldest continually operating eleme-ntary school in Clark County
even though it's not in the same location.

And secondly, the mine, which there was mining before 1923, bljt that's when Blue Diamond, the
corporation -- I think they were called Swan bought it. And we believe that, because it was in
continual operation until 2005 when it was prematurely closed by Rhodes, we think that may be
the longest continually operating mine in the state. We just don't have the manpower to research
that. But if that's the case, that site needs to be protected. I know it's been suggested by some
people in the village -- and I think this is a beautiful suggestion -- that that area become a walking
museum where you can actually see because that's a rarity. And so if we have that -- [ mean why
would you want to put houses where you have living histories?

[s that the next project for the history committee?

Oh, I don't know. But first we want to finish really gathering as many as we can of the oral
histories. We probably don't know when to stop. Especially now finding the old-timers, more
old-timers, and to have the Bogdanovich clan involved with gathering histories has just made it so

much more rich, really. It's been wonderful. So we really have a good time and we think we're

doing something -- at least we find it valuable.
It is valuable.

But we enjoy it. But I haven't said a thing about nursing, but that's okay.

Now, you talked about school nursing. Do you want to talk about nursing other than that as

well?

Well, I just want to say that I've been very active in our Nevada Nurses Association for many

years on legislative issues and trying to work most recent years in gathering our history and
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working to preserve that because nursing in Nevada has its own richness. You realize that we had
our first university nursing school in the mid 1950s when on the East Coast they've been around
for about a hundred years.

So Nevada is moving forward, really. We did trace our history when we had our 75th
anniversary for NNA, Nevada Nurses Association, and unearthed some wonderful material. So
['m hoping that nursing will carry the ball on gathering its history and doing more. I'm going to
talk to some nurses in Reno in May about that. I'm going to talk to the school nurses Thursday
about that. It would be important to be archived because I think -- nursing's role is so vital. But
nurses mostly go on and just do the work and we don't stop to think about the importance of
preserving because nursing is just not that way. And so while we can interview people at this
point and while we can gather records, there's a wonderful collection already in the historical
museum up north of some materials. We have things in archives here from district three.

So if you realize that in the mid 1950s the local district gave a scholarship to a woman
from Boulder City to go to school in Salt Lake City so she could get an RN, I mean we just have a
history that's rather unique in itself. So I just want to mention that because I think that's one of the
areas that needs to be done (indiscernible) by other people or anyone who's interested. You can

always just start somewhere.

I think that's wonderful. Do you have any closing remarks, anything else that you would

like to add?

Oh, not at the moment. I thank you so much for interviewing me and giving me this opportunity
to reminisce a little bit and just say that -- anyway, I thank you.

Pat, you have a couple other comments that you wanted to make.

Yes. Thank you, Claytee. These are kind of like postscripts. But [ wanted to mention that in
1973 the consumer movement had a group headed by Dorothy Ritenour Wright to look at small
claims court. And they got a humanities grant to do that. She worked with attorney Tom Lien on
creating awareness of the small claims court and how it operates. There were community
programs. I believe that they prepared a film. I'm not sure about that. But I believe one of<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>