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Preface 

From an early age, Marie McMillan displayed an adventurous sensibility, a 
characteristic that is revealed in how life unfolded for her. In this multi-part interview, 
Marie begins with her birth in 1926 California, and continues with stories of her 
childhood recollections of the Depression era, her longstanding closeness with Nanny, 
her maternal grandmother, and memories of Old Bent, her paternal grandfather. She 
enjoys a flirtatious vitality and attends college for a year. However, as World War II 
begins to infest the U.S., Marie finds herself falling for a young merchant marine named 
Duke Daly. They marry, have two children, and live a transient life moving about 
California and Hawaii as he goes to school, then seeks and finds employment in a post
war economy. 

By the late 1950s, the Daly household is stressed and begin to split time between 
California and Las Vegas. Marie holds positions that require security clearance and 
administrative talents. In 1961, Duke passes away and the young mother settles into Las 
Vegas and her career with Holmes & Narver, a contractor with the Nevada Test Site. 

With her children in European boarding schools, Marie remembers working as 
much overtime as possible. Nevertheless, she also found time to continue persuing her 
desire to fly by taking ground flight school in the evenings. During the class she met 
James McMillan, who she learned not only shared her passion for flying, but also for nice 
cars-die drove a Jaguar and he a Corvette. Though a relationship seemed to be blossoming 
Marie was uncertain she was even interested in the idea of marrying again. By 1963 Dr. 
James (Mac) McMillan and Marie were married and she never looked back. It is 
important to note that they were an interracial couple in the 1960s: he was a divorced 
dentist and father of two and she a widow with two kids; he was a leader in the civil 
rights movement of the era and she became his steadfast partner. 

This narrative includes stories of Dr. McMillan's leadership role within both the 
greater Las Vegas community and the African-American population: NAACP president, 
black newspaper publisher, property investor, friend to those needing a helping hand, and 
much more. 

Marie's stories reveal a loving relationship and passion for life. She includes lively 
anecdotes from their busy life of family, friends, civic involvement, property ownership, 
careers, and a joy for flying planes. Dr. McMillan died in 1999 and Marie McMillan 
continued to embrace her passion for aviation. Many of her flying records many remain 
unbroken of this publication date. 
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rviewing Marie McMillan Today is September 15th, 2009. My name is Kelli Luchs. I'm inte 

at her home in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Marie, would you please spell your name? 

Yes. My name is, as you said, Marie McMillan. And it's M-A-R-I-E, capital M with a little C, 
capital M-I-L-L-A-N. 

Marie, would you like to start by telling me when and where you were born? 

Yes. I was born in a small town in the center of California. The name was Exeter, California. 

And I understand now that there's an Exeter actually somewhere in thd east on the northeast coast 

and also an Exeter in England somewhere. But anyway, we didn't knc|w that at the time. And so 

was born in Exeter, California. And as I said it was a small town, but it was a very, very rich little 

town because it was the center of orange groves. And there was a little town next to it called 

Orange Cove. But I was born in Exeter, California, in the center of the orange belt. 

I was born in a little hospital that was a beautiful little hospital Not long ago I visited 
there and it's still there. It was a beautiful little, small hospital. I think part of it was made out of 

stone and it had growth, you know, ivy and things growing all over it, [just beautiful. I wish I had 

a picture to show you. Next time I'm there I'm going to take a picture. 

Can you tell me a little about your family, about your mother or your father? 

I was the firstborn to my mother and father. I was born on August 1st, 1926, at this little hospital 

that I told you about. And I was born in the middle of the afternoon. Of course, in August it was 

very, very hot there. And there's a little story that my mother used to laugh at because my father 

had been working. And I think I was born on a Sunday. And I don't know why he was working. 

But in August they were very busy. My father was a refrigeration engineer. At that time he was 

in charge and he ran the ice plant. 

Ice plants were in fashion at that time because in Exeter that wis the center of the of 

where they grow fruit in California and next to a town called Reedley, 

the fruit belt of the nation. Other than oranges they grow nectarines ar 

well, all kinds of fruit. And, of course, they put those - the fruit in railroad cars. At that time it 

was before refrigeration. So they put ice in these cars to keep it cool while they shipped this fruit 

to the east coast. And actually then when the refrigeration came into mode and they had 

California, which is called 

d plums and apricots — 
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big engines, motors to make the ice — it became refrigeration later. But at that time when I was 

born they used ice to ship it. Then when refrigeration came into effect, my father became a 
refrigeration engineer. 

So seven years after I was born I had a brother who was born. And his name was James, 

James Martin Stever. And then two years later I had another brother. His name was Robert 

Benton Stever. So that was our whole family — my mother and father and myself and two 
brothers. 

What were your parents' names? 

My parents names were ~ my mother was Eva Marie. Cash was her maiden name. And then, of 

course, she later became Eva Marie Stever. My father's name was James Martin Stever. 

Can you spell Stever? 

Stever is S as in Sam, T as in Tom, E-V as in Victor, E-R, Stever. My father was one of a 

twin. And his brother's name was George. But I never ever met George. I met my father's father 

one time. His name was—I believe was James Benton Stever. But I know later on he came to 

visit us and people called him Old Bent. I can remember that; Old Bent. And I do want to tell you 
a story. 

When he came to see us, it was actually the middle of the Depression. And we lived near railroad 

tracks. And actually men dressed in suits and ties and came on the railroad. They were coming 

from the East Coast to California because they were looking for jobs. And they were all dressed 

up and they rode the railroad. It wasn't the railroad where you had seats. It was the railroad that 

carried fruit back and forth to the east. And they would stop there to ~ actually, it would stop in 

Exeter. Well, it was outside of Exeter. They would stop there to pick up the fruit and get the ice 

so they could take it to the east. 

And so I was close to an ice plant. And I can remember when I was small riding on my 

dad's shoulders to go to the ice plant, which it's a whole other story about the ice plant. 

However, when Old Bent came to see us, I was sitting on the back steps waiting for my father to 

bring him from the bus stop. At that time people traveled by bus a lot. And he came from 

Missouri. He came I believe from Springfield, Missouri. And I know quite a bit about him. But 

Old Bent came to see us. And I was sitting on the back steps waiting for him to come. 

2 



The reason I told you about the men coming on the railroad dressed in suits is because they 

w ould come — and, of course, they had no money during the Depression. They would come to our 

house, which was near the railroad and near the ice plant. They would come to our house and ask 

for food. My mother always cooked for them and gave them food. But she would always ask 

them to do some kind of work. She didn't just give them food. They would stack wood or mow 

the lawn or do something while she was cooking for them. And then they would sit on the back 

steps and eat that home-cooked meal and talk to me, which was really nice. And I guess that's 

why I like to talk to people now because I did it from the time I was really small. 

So as I was sitting on the back steps waiting for my dad and Old Bent, here they came up 

the road in a car. Of course, we had a car at that time. My dad always had a job. And so I guess 

we were very fortunate because I hear people tell all these horrible stories about the Depression. 

But it never affected us actually. So my dad and Old Bent came up the driveway and came to me. 

And Old Bent picked me up and he said, Give me a kiss, girl. And I gave him a kiss. And then I 

ran into the house and told my mother, Momma, Momma, Old Bent has hair on his lips. And, of 

course, he had a beard, a little, small beard. They always told that story. They thought that was 

really funny. I guess I had never seen anyone with a beard before. And so, oh, momma, momma, 

he has hair on his lips. So I thought that was really funny. 

That was before my brothers were born and I was the only one. So I guess I was about 

four or five years old. I hadn't gone to school yet. So that was my family — my mother and father 

and Jimmy and Bobby and me. And that was our family. 

What do you remember about the ice plant? 

The ice plant - oh, I can tell you - you know, I haven't seen an ice plant since. It was very, very 

large. And the ice plant made big blocks of ice. They were sat down like ~ you walked into an 

ice plant. I really don't know how to describe it. You'd walk on the floor and lift up these tops of 

these big blocks of ice. If you've never seen them, the blocks are about five or six feet high and 

about a foot and a half wide on the side and about two and a half feet on each side. 

Anyway, then they had big machines that ran across the ceiling. And the machines ran up and 

down the whole ice plant. And they had big forks that you could raise up and down. And they 

picked up the blocks of ice out of where the ice was made, like on the floor. And they would take 



it to a big room that was ~ it was a cold room, a holding room to wait until the trains came. And 

then the big machines, the big forks would pick up that ice from the cold room and take it to this 

belt that went up to the top of the train, a motorized belt. It was like an escalator without the 

stairs on it. And there was a man up there, then, who would take a big thing like large ice picks in 

case it didn t fit down in the train. And they would put all this ice in the train to keep the fruit cold 
as it went to the east. 

I remember going there with my dad. There were lots of thermometers there, of course. 

And he taught me how to read thermometers. Of course, they did a lot of chemistry also to make 

the ice. So the ice was pure. And he would take me into the room where they would test the 

water to make sure that the water was pure and clear. It was a lot of fun for me. I loved riding on 

his shoulders and getting to go to the ice plant with him. I would imagine he'd take me there about 

twice a month or when I was really good he would take me there to read the thermometers and 

show me about the chemistry. It was great fun. 

What other kinds of activities did you do? Tell me about some of your friends. 

Well, we had this huge yard. It was very, very big. And at that time there was lots of water 

available. We didn't sprinkle the lawn because it was too large. It was probably about a half 

acre — our front yard was about a half acre of lawn. And all around the perimeter there were these 

big cement things that reached down in and turned the water off and on. And so it actually 

flooded the lawn. We didn't sprinkle the lawn, we flooded the lawn. And when it was very, very 

hot I would go in my bathing suit and I would sit on these big cement things. And that was firn. 

There was no one actually to play with because I was the only person there. There weren't 

lots of houses around like now. And my mother and father went out a lot. So I spent a lot of time 

with my grandmother, whom I loved very, very much. My mother was the oldest child. And so 

when she got married there were other children. She had - let's see - one, two, three -- she had 

four other - she had one brother and three other sisters. And, of course, they were still at home. 

And they liked to play with me. And I loved them. They were just really great. And so I liked to 

stay with my grandmother. And, actually, my grandmother I would say almost raised me. 

What was your grandma's name? 

My grandma's name was -- her maiden name was -- well, her name was Alma. Her name was 
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Alma Elizabeth Waldrip, W-A-L-D-R-I-P. Alma Elizabeth Waldrip. And, of course, because I 

was little I called her Nanny. And the reason I called her Nanny was because my father liked to 

tease her. And he wanted me to call her Granny. And, of course, when I was learning to talk, I 

couldn t say Granny. I said Nanny. And so after I was bom everyone in the family always called 

her Nanny. And so that s how I still call her. Well, she's gone now. But she was great fun. 

I could remember sitting on her lap and she'd tell me stories and rock me in the rocking 

chair. And she would stroke my hair and stroke my forehead and tell me stories, which was really, 

really nice. My grandma was wonderful. Oh, and what I do remember ~ she scraped apples for 

me. She would cut an apple in two and take the spoon and scrape it and feed it to me. And then 

when the apple was all gone, she'd turn it upside down and cut doors and windows in it and she'd 

make me an apple house. So I still — I haven't done that to my grandchildren. That gives me an 

idea. I m going to have to make them apple houses. So that was my grandma. 

When did you start school? 

I started school, kindergarten, when I was five. And I went to a school in Exeter. It was Exeter 

Grammar School. And I can remember my aunt, my aunt Loraine. Actually her name was Noel 

Loraine. Her name was Noel Loraine because she was bom on Christmas. And so her name was 

Noel. But we called her Babe because she was the baby in the family. And she was only about -

oh, I'd have to think. Maybe she was about eight or nine years older than me. And so she took me 

to school, to grammar school. Actually I guess I was staying with my grandmother because Babe, 

Noel Loraine, Babe would take me from her house. We'd walk to school. And then we would 

walk home. And that was my grandmother's house in Exeter. She lived in town. 

Tell me about school a little bit. What were some of your favorite subjects? 

Oh, my. I just loved school. I liked everything. I guess I never did like numbers too well, but I 

liked to draw and read and write. 

I can remember something about one time my grandmother moved from town out into the 

suburbs. She moved to a big house that had a large -- very large -- what do you call it underneath 

the house? Basement? I guess a large basement. The basement was almost the same size as the 

house. And she did things at that time like she made olives. And we would go down there - I 

would go down and help her do what she had to do to the olives. And also she made root beer. 
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She made the most wonderful root beer. And that was down in the basement. My grandma did all 

these fun things. Actually, she would take the root beer when it was ready and, of course, we 

always sipped it. And you could tell when it was ready. And she would take the root beer 

upstairs. And she had an ice cream machine that you put ice in and you turned the handle to make 

it. Made a great, great big — about four or five quarts of ice cream. And then we had root beer 

floats. Oh, how good. I still love root beer floats. And then my uncle, he would play ball with 

me. So no wonder I liked my grandma's house. 

Baseball? 

Nanny s house. Yes, uh-huh. Oh, and the main thing I liked to do was when I got a bicycle I 

would ride my bicycle fast. And I would ride it so fast you couldn't believe it. I would ride it so 

fast my hair would fall back from my face and I would go as fast as I could. And, you know, I 

think that s why I like to fly an airplane and make all those records because most of them ~ most 

of my 656 aviation records, most of them were initially speed over a recognized course. And I'm 

sure that was because of my riding that bicycle as fast as I could. 

That's wonderful. Did your family farm? 

No. Not at that time. They did later on when we were all out of school. They bought — I've 

forgotten how many acres. I believe it was 40 acres. I believe they bought 20 acres and then they 

were able to buy 20 acres next to it. So I believe they had 40 acres in all. And, of course, they 

planted — it was vacant land. And they planted an orange grove. They planted orange trees. And 

they did that later on. I was not home at that time. I was married and away. I believe on 20 acres 

they planted an orange grove. The other 20 they planted hay. And I can remember my brothers 

complaining that they had to water that hay and they had to go out and change the water. They 

didn't like it very much because they had to work pretty hard out there. But I was not part of that. 

That was after I left home and was married. 

Did your brothers go with you to your grandmother's? 

Not when they were small because then my grandmother was divorced. She divorced and she 

married a man. And they moved to the West Coast. And they lived near Santa Barbara. Then 

when they actually retired they bought a house in Huntington Beach. And after they did that my 

brothers were school age and we all went to Nanny's, my grandma. We always went to 
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Huntington Beach to visit her and go swim in the ocean and collect shells and go fishing with her. 

And she always did fun things. 

She didn t drive a car, but she had — she was I think the second one in Huntington Beach to 

have — it was like a golf cart. I guess that's what it was, a golf cart. And she rode around town in 

her golf cart. And we d love to go with her. She bought groceries every day and she would take 

us in her golf cart to get groceries. My grandma was fun. 

And she wouldn't let us get sunburned. And then she learned to catch fish. And we would 

go down to the pier with her and catch fish and take it home. Well, we'd clean it there and take it 

home. And she'd cook fish for us. She was so much fun. 

How old were you when your grandma moved to the coast? 

Oh, I was a teenager. I guess I was 11 or 12, something like that. And actually when she 

remarried — my father as I said was from Missouri. And he knew a lot about cattle. And he knew 

a lot about horses. And my grandpa that I told you about, Old Bent, he actually, aside from raising 

horses, he worked for the United States government. And he would go out for the government and 

buy horses and deliver them, then, to St. Louis, Missouri for the army. And that's how the army 

got its good horses. 

At that time they had Calvary. The army had a Calvary instead of airplanes. You know, 

later on it became airplanes. And I know my godson, he flew helicopters. But he was in ~ when 

he went into the army they called it the Calvary. He flew helicopters and airplanes. At that time it 

was really a Calvary and they had horses. And so Old Bent as I said worked for the government, 

went all around different states, bought the horses for the government, delivered them to St. Louis. 

So actually he had cattle also. 

And so we're talking about my father and why we moved to Carmel. He knew a lot about 

cattle. He knew a lot about meat. So we went to Carmel a lot, and he decided to put in a meat 

market. So he put in a meat market in Carmel. And he had a friend of his who knew a lot about 

meat. And he hired him to run the meat market. And after about a year we decided -- my mother 

loved Carmel. And so we moved to Carmel. 

How old were you? 

I believe I was in fifth grade. That would make me how old? Ten, 11 ? Yes. 
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How did you feel about moving? 

Oh, I loved it because I joined the Girl Scouts. And we had meetings in the library. That's why I 

like libraries. So I love the library. And sometimes we'd go from the library -- it was only a 

couple of blocks down to the beach. And, of course, Carmel has big white sand dunes. And we 

would sit in the sand dunes and have our meeting. 

The meat market did very, very well in Carmel. So my mother and father hired an 

architect who was quite — let's see. The word's not notorious. 

Famous. 

Famous I guess at that time. His name was Carl Bensburg. And he built houses. And he designed 

two houses made of logs. And so the one house was a single story house. And my mother and 

father had him build a two story house for us. And I loved that two story house. What a beautiful 

house that was. And if you've heard of Carmel Rock, it had Carmel Rock for the fireplace. And it 

went up two stories. There was a large Carmel Rock fireplace in the living room, which went on 

upstairs. And there was a very small fireplace built of Carmel Rock in the bedroom above the 

living room, which was my brother Jim's and my bedroom. We shared a bedroom up there. And 

Jim - well, this house was really different. It had windows that instead of being square, they were 

very tall. They were about five or six feet tall and about two feet wide. And my brother Jim, oh, 

my goodness, he would open the window and climb on that Carmel rock fireplace and climb down 

and get out. My mother would say you go stay in your room and he would go to the room, 

immediately open the window and climb down the fireplace. Oh, my goodness. Well, we loved 
that house. 

When my Aunt Babe graduated from high school, she came to stay with us. My mother 

was a bookkeeper. She taught Babe how to do books also. That was Noel Loraine. We called her 

Babe. So Babe learned how to keep books. My father's meat market was so flourishing that he 

put in a meat market in Salinas. So Babe, my Auntie Babe would go ride with him to go to work 

and she'd keep the books in Salinas. 

However, this meat market in Salinas was one of the first drive-in markets that they ever 

had anywhere I think in California. Actually, you see all these markets were hooked together. 

There was a grocery store. And next to it was the bakery. And next to it was an ice cream shop. 
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Next to it was a meat market. Next to it was a vegetable market. Next to it was a fruit market. 

And they were all in connection. And they called it Salinas Drive-in Market. So people would 

drive in there and could do all of their shopping in one place, which was innovative. It was very 

good. So we lived in Carmel. And my father had a meat market in Carmel and Salinas at the 
drive-in market. 

Did your father raise his own cattle? 

No. 

Did he start keeping cattle? 

No. He bought the cattle. He just knew about them because he was from Missouri and he'd been 

around cattle all his life because his father was - Old Bent knew all about it. That Old Bent, I'll 

remind you again, had hair on his lips. 

Now, you said your mother was a bookkeeper. Where did she work? 

Later on after World War II, they moved back to Exeter. As I say they bought this ranch outside. 

And she worked for - I can remember two fruit packing companies, packing houses. I can't 

remember the names of them. 

That's fine. 

Yes. That's what she did. 

Where did you go to high school? 

Well, because of World War II, we moved from Carmel up to San Leandro, California. My father, 

since he was a refrigeration engineer, he worked for the Navy. And San Leandro, California was 

near the bay. Let's see. He first worked there when we were in Carmel. He first worked at the 

Monterey Bay. And he worked as I say for the [U.S.] Navy. And they wanted him to go up to 

Oakland, California. And that's why we moved to San Leandro, which is near Oakland. And he 

would go there. He did refrigeration on the navy ships. That's what he did for the war effort. 

My mother, instead of doing books, she worked at the Caterpillar Tractor Company. They 

were building tractors for the war for I guess the Army. I think they built, yeah, tractors for the 
[U.S.] Army. 

So there was no high school in San Leandro. I went to high school in Hayward, California 

That's where I graduated from was Hayward, California, but I lived in San Leandro. 
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How far away were the two towns? 

San Leandro from Hayward where we lived was about — I'd have to guess maybe five or six miles, 

something like that. I would get on the bus to go to Hayward to go to school. One of my friends 

actually that I knew in Carmel, they moved up to Oakland near San Leandro. Well, they were 

near San Leandro. Since there was no high school in San Leandro, she stayed with me lots of 

times and we went to school together. We both graduated from Hayward High School because 

there was no high school in San Leandro. 

What was her name? 

Her name was Eva Allison. We called her Eve, Eve Allison. We were great friends. And she's 

still alive and she lives down near San Diego. I speak to her about twice a year over the 

telephone. And when they come through here, they stop by to see me. 

Was your dad in the navy or did he just work for them? 

No. My dad worked for the Navy. He was not in the Navy, no. 

Why did your dad start working for them? 

The Navy? Well, because we lived in Carmel and everybody wanted to do something for the war 

effort. And my father had been in World War I. He actually was too old to sign up to go into the 

service again. So he looked around for a refrigeration job that would help the war effort. He 

found one in Monterey because navy ships - or ships came into Monterey. I don't know if they 

were Navy or what. But because he was there he found that in Oakland, California is where the 

navy ships came in and they needed a refrigeration engineer. And that's why we moved up there 

was to help the war effort. 

And what kind of work did your mom do for the Caterpillar Tractor Company? 

I really don't know. But they were doing some kind of work. I can remember she was doing some 

kind of parts because she said her hands never looked more beautiful because whatever part that 

she was working with she evidently put her hands in oil all the time. And her hands and arms 

were beautiful because they were submerged in oil doing something with the parts in oil. And she 

said that was wonderful. 

Tell me about your high school experience. What kinds of classes did you take? Were you 
involved in any activities? 
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Oh, yes. We actually did activities that I just see they're just now doing. We did archery. And 

girls — at that time don t forgot that was 70 years ago. And girls weren't too much in sports. But I 

loved sports. So I went to after school sports, to archery and also kickball. And they didn't let us 

play baseball, but I knew a lot about baseball because I had two younger brothers. 

And, you know, I think that's why my youngest son Jeff, he was a baseball player here in 

Las Vegas, Nevada. And actually there's a story that I won't tell now about how he was the 

first batboy. Oh, a batboy would get the balls and get the bats to the players. When Las Vegas 

had first brought baseball to Las Vegas, he became a batboy. He was the first batboy here. I think 
the other batboy was a coach's son. 

You can go ahead and tell that story if you'd like. 

Oh, all right. The Las Vegas Sun, you know the newspaper at that time, had a little contest going. 

It said we want you to write ~ all the little boys that want to -- well, I guess they weren't little 

boys, I think they had to be 12 I believe. And he had them — Hank Greenspun was here at that 

time. And he had them write a letter called, "Why I want to be a batboy." 

So Jeff wanted to be a batboy. So they had about a month to get ready to write the letter. 

Every day I said, Jeff, when are you going to write your letter? He says, oh, tomorrow, tomorrow. 

It came down to the very last day. And I said to him, Jeff, if you want to be a batboy, you better 

write a letter. This is the last day. And actually if you put it in the mail, it will be late. Now, if 

you write a letter, I will help you. I will take it down to the Sun's office and give them the letter, 
but you have to do it right now. 

Jeff laid down on the floor and wrote the letter, "Why I want to be a batboy." I believe I 

made a copy of it. But after all that do you know what? They picked him as the best letter of 

writing, "why I want to be a batboy." I did take the letter down. I think it had to be by six 

o'clock. And I was there at probably ten minutes before six with his letter, "Why I want to be a 

batboy." And he was chosen. So I believe he was 12 at the time. I believe they had to be 12. So 

he was one of the first batboys in Las Vegas. 

Was it just for a game or was it for the whole season? 

Oh, no. It was for the whole season. But the problem was at that time they played night games. 

And they weren't over until ten o'clock - ten or 11 o'clock at night. Then he had to get up early in 
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the morning to go to school. He didn't like that very much. But he got a little check and he loved 

that. So that kept him motivated. And he played baseball in college. Then he became a baseball 
player. 

Before we get that far, let's go back to your high school. What were some of your favorite 
classes? 

I liked the after school archery and kickball. My favorite class was French. Actually, I took four 

> ears of French in college — I mean in high school. And then in college I took one year. Yes, 

that was my favorite subject in college. 

Now, tell me a little bit about your friends. 

My friends? Well, Eve and I were friends because she stayed with me. But since we did not live 

in Hayward, we didn t see the other kids very much. So she and I lived in San Leandro. Next 

door to me, however, we had a friend. Her name was Mary Louise Peachman. Mary Louise went 

to a private school in Oakland. It was called Saint Elizabeth's. It was a Catholic school. And so 

the three of us did things together. We were taking piano lessons. And the three of us had the 

same music teacher. We were just friends - Mary Louise Peachman and Eva May Allison and 
Marie Stever. 

When did you graduate high school? 

We graduated high school in 1944. But do you know what the date was? It was June the 6th. 

That s when — it wasn t when the war was over, but it was when ~ it was D-Day. And after we 

graduated we were standing outside with all the parents. It was a big, big -- there was not much 

about the graduation. We didn't even talk about graduation. It was D-Day for the war. That's all 
we talked about, D-Day. 

Tell me about what you remember of the war. Do you remember Pearl Harbor? Tell me a 
little bit more about D-Day. 

Oh, Pearl Harbor. Oh, do I remember that? That was on a Sunday. And we lived in San Leandro. 

However, not in town. We always lived out in the country - or not really country, but I guess 

you'd call it suburbs. I think we lived on about ten acres. There were houses up and down the 

street. But there was a man that lived about half a mile down the street who was from England. 

And, of course, he was very, very interested in the war because he was from England. So the day 
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of Pearl Harbor we heard it over the radio and we went outside to yell. Oh, my goodness. And 

the president announced we were at war. I can remember hearing the President give that speech 
over the radio. 

And we all went outside. The neighbors were all walking up and down the ~ well, it was 

kind of a — it wasn t a dirt road. It was paved. It wasn't in very good care. And coming up the 

road with an army hat on and a rifle was the man from England. And he was marching up and 

down the road with his rifle. And he said they better not come here because I'm ready for them. 

And he wanted everybody to get out their guns because we lived in California. And you know at 

that time we thought perhaps, you know, from Pearl Harbor that the war would come to the West 

Coast to California. He wanted everybody to get their guns ready because they weren't going to 

come to Campbell, California. That's the name of the little town we lived in. Yeah, we didn't 

want them coming to Campbell, California because we'd take care of them there. Everybody get 

out your guns. We'll take care of them. 

What else do you remember ~ 

About the war? 

Yeah. Were there drives for blankets, clothes? Tell me about it. 

Oh, there s so much to remember. I can't tell you all. There was so much to remember. You 

know there was rationing. And I think in some of my mother's things I have ration books 

probably. And sugar was rationed and coffee was rationed. And gasoline was the main thing 

because --1 turned 16 there. No. I was in San Leandro. But anyway, when I turned 16, gas was 

rationed. So I couldn't learn to drive because my father and mother had to go to work. And you 

didn't have enough gas to just learn how to drive. So I did not learn how to drive until I was 

married and the war was over. And that was because of the war. 

But also - you asked - some of my friends in high school, as soon as we graduated from 

high school, they joined the service. And one of them joined - he didn't join the service, but he 

went to sea on a ship. A lot of them joined the service. One of the fellows that lived there on that 

country road in Campbell, he joined I believe it was the navy. And he was in school someplace 

rather - well, it was about --1 don't remember where it was, but it was about a three or a four hour 

drive from where we were. And we were so proud of him to join that. He was learning how to 
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fly. 

And my father said save up our gas coupons and we'll go see him. And so he took — my 

lather ~ my mother didn t go. I think she had to work. But my father took Eva and myself and 

one of this fellow's brothers to see him when he was in flight school. And that was a big thing. 

And we got to eat lunch with him at the base where he was learning how to fly. 

And another one of my ~ the one that just went on the ship, he didn't join the service, but 

he went on the ship. He was on a ship that had a mast on it. And he fell off the mast and broke 

his leg. And so he came back while I was still in school actually. I think he was a year ahead of 

me. And he brought me some shoes and a hat from somewhere in Asia where he was. When he 

came back he was on crutches and he came to school. He was my boyfriend for a while. And I 

loved seeing him. We went out on lots of dates. After I got married actually he came to see us 
and meet my husband. 

What was his name? 

You know, I can't think of his name right now. I'd have to think of it. 

Oh, that's fine. 

Well, tell me more about your graduation day. How did it start? 

Oh, my goodness. You would have to ask me about that. Well, I guess I'll say -- I'm trying to be 

modest. But I was very popular in school. So I had several boyfriends. And they were all vying 

for my attention. However, I had ~ Eva and I had been going to ~ they had a center there in 

Hayward. After school we would go there. It was a center for servicemen. I don't recall what it 

was called. But it was a center for servicemen when they were home to go to so they'd have 

someplace to go because most of them weren't from that area. You know, they were from all 

different parts of the United States. So they would have someplace to go on their days off. Eve 

and I went there after school about twice a week. They just wanted to see girls. So I found — or 

maybe he found me. I found a boy who was in the [U.S.JCoast Guard because we were near the 

ocean, you know. And he was from San Diego. He lived in San Diego. 

You asked me about my graduation. Well, what a terrible day that was. It was a really 

good day because it was D-Day. But at the graduation there were two boys that were my 

boyfriends actually from school. Of course, they were there. And we graduated together. So we 
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were there along with their parents, along with my parents, along with my coast guard boyfriend 

who showed up with his mother and father from San Diego. So we had all these boyfriends. 

Ah, my mother was appalled. She didn't know that I had all these boyfriends. So what 

could they do? She said, well, why don't you come over to our house, you know, after graduation? 

And they all came. And I was so embarrassed. I was really embarrassed because they were all 

these boys and their parents. And our house was full of boyfriends and parents. So I don't know 

exactly ™ I don t remember what she did. I was stricken out of my mind it was so awful, 

embarrassing for me. But can you imagine two boys and their parents, mother and father, from 

Hayward and the San Diego boy in the service? 

Well, after they all left the San Diego boy and his parents were still there. And do you 

know at that time there was no place to stay. During the war there weren't open drive-in motels. 

And so they had no place to stay. And so what could my mother and father do? They said, well, 

you can t get you a place to stay. Maybe you'd like to stay with us. And they did. They stayed 

with us overnight. And then the next day they left to go to San Diego. I guess they had saved all 

their gas coupons to drive. It was far to San Diego. And they had saved all of their gas coupons 

to come to their - I guess they thought - you know, they really thought their son was going to 

marry me. He wanted me to marry him after graduation. I had no idea he would show up. 

Did you stay in contact with him after that? 

Yes. But then I had to finally ~ he shipped out somewhere. And somehow or other ~ well, then I 

went to college. I went to University of California. I saved all my money. I baby-sat and saved 

all my money to go to the university myself. My mother and father, I guess they didn't think girls 

should go to college, really. I was really sad about that. I still am because I probably — my life 

would have been completely different had I finished college there. But I went there only one » 

well, I went there a year and a half. I went to summer school and then I went to the regular 

school. But I paid my own way. But my mother and father did one thing for me. They got me a 

ride to go to - they wouldn't let me stay at the university. Well, I could stay at the university. I 

wanted to stay at the international house, but I didn't have enough money. 

What was the international house? 

It was a place where students stayed from other countries. And I wanted to stay at the 
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international house, but I didn't have enough money. And my mother and father would not pay for 

it. They would pay, though, for a ride back and forth from San Leandro to Berkeley to go to 

school. I rode with a professor from Hayward who stopped and picked me up in San Leandro and 

drove to the university. And then when he was through work, he would drive me home, drop me 

off on the way back to Hayward. Did I tell you he was an optometry professor? 

But this is what I think is really strange. I can remember ~ and I do have here in some of 

my things. I collect everything. But I had the first receipt that I paid to the University of 

California to go to school. Guess how much it was for a semester? Well, there were two 

semesters a year. And I just have one receipt. So I think it was for one semester, but I'm not sure. 

It was $18.75. That was for one semester at University of California in Berkeley. Can you 

imagine $18.75? But that was a lot of money to baby-sit and save. 

You paid for it all yourself. 

Yes, I paid for it all myself. 

Did you start right away after high school? 

Yes. Well, I went to--yes. Yes. I went to summer school. Yes, I started right away. And then 

my boyfriend - one of my boyfriends from Hayward had joined the service and he would come 

see me. And then I had - I got a boyfriend then from the University of California. And, oh, he 

was tall and handsome. But do you know what? My parents were very ~ my mother and father 

were racists. And so, of course, I wasn't because I wanted to stay at the international house. I 

think that s the reason really they didn't want me to stay there because I wanted to stay at the 

international house. Well, my boyfriend from the university, he wanted to take me out. Well, he 

had no car. At that time you couldn't - because of gas rationing no one ~ no boys and girls or 

young adults had cars because of the gas rationing. And they weren't making cars then. They 

were making things for the war effort. So we had to go on the bus anyplace. So this boy asked 

me to go to the movies. And he came out from - he lived in Berkeley. And he came out on the 

bus to San Leandro, which was quite a ride actually for him. Then we went to a movie that was 

close. But, oh, my parents didn't want me to go out with him. He was Jewish. Oh, they didn't 

want me ever to see him again. He was Jewish. Oh. 

Did you still see him? 
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I saw him at school, but I never asked him out anymore to my house. I couldn't. 

Now, you said your parents didn't approve of you going to college because you were a 

woman. What gave you the idea? Was it teachers? 

Well, I wanted to go to college because I thought that was the way to make my way in the world. 

I guess they thought I could do other things, you know, do other jobs. They thought I should go to 

work and not go to school. At that time there weren't a lot of women going to school, not like 

now. I think now there are more women going to college than there are men. Is that true? 

I'm not sure, but perhaps so. 

I think so. 

Were you one of the few women in your classes? What types of classes were you taking? 

Yes. I want to go back. You asked me what I liked and what I took in high school. Actually I 

took a couple of classes that were just for - I was the only woman in there. One was mechanical 

drawing and the other was woodworking. 

This was in college or high school? 

In high school. In high school I liked my French class very much. I just took regular college 

courses, you know, when you first go to college. It was all cut and dried for me, actually. Except 

I think I had one choice and it was French. 

Now, were there a lot of women in this school? 

No, not a lot. You know, I've never thought of that. I guess no. There were many more men. 

Well, of course, because of the war young men who were physically able joined the service, 

really. And actually, you know, I wanted to join the service too. And I had heard about the 

WASP, but you had to have a license at that time. You had to have a pilot's license and I had no 

pilot's license. And I did not have enough money to learn how to fly. So that let me out. 

Is that what got you interested in flying later on in life do you think? 

I was always interested -- oh, well, what I did I joined the Civil Air Patrol. It was in Oakland. 

And I had another friend who went to a boy's school who was a friend of Mary Louise Peachman. 

She knew boys that went to private boy schools. And he went to a private boys school. And he 

was a friend of mine. He wanted to fly also. And so in talking to him -- he lived in Oakland. And 

he would come out to see Mary Louise and me. I told him I wanted to fly. He said he did too and 
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he knew how to do it. We joined the Civil Air Patrol. And if you joined the Civil Air Patrol, 

they d teach you how to fly when they had planes and gas. That was the sticker. 

So he and I joined the Civil Air Patrol. I wish I had the clothes, the uniforms because we 

had uniforms, Civil Air Patrol uniforms. And every Sunday morning I would get on the bus and I 

would meet him up at the — there's a big building in Oakland. I've forgotten what it's called. It's 

like where they have plays and thing. It's a big area in Oakland. So I went up to Oakland for Civil 

Air Patrol and met my friend there. And Civil Air Patrol taught us to march. And all we did was 

march. We knew how to march. We knew how to turn. We knew how to carry flags. But all we 

did was march, march. And we kept going because we thought pretty soon the war would be over 

and we could fly and join the service. 

Did you start that program while you were still in high school? 
Yes. Yes. 

How many days a week were you involved with it? 

Just Sunday mornings. Yes, every Sunday morning I'd get on the bus and go to the Oakland City 

Hall. And the Civil Air Patrol really taught us how to march. I still know how to march. But I 

never learned how to fly. I always wanted to learn how to fly. That was my first setback in 

flying. Of course, you know one of my professions now is flying. But at that time I couldn't fly. 

No gas. No airplanes. So that was that. 

You said you just did a year and a half of college? 

Well, actually summer school and then two semesters. The University of California at that time, 

one year was two semesters. They were on the semester program. So I went to summer school, 

which I call half year, and then two semesters. So I went a year and a half. 

Why did you stop? 

I got married. My friend Duke Daly - did I tell you about him? 

Tell me about him. 

Well, I met him in high school in Campbell. And in Campbell High School I was sitting in an 

algebra class. You know, I liked algebra and geometry. I think it depends upon the teacher. I was 

never good at numbers, but I was very good at algebra and geometry. I think it's because the 

teacher was so good. He made you love it. So I sat in the front of the class. And a new boy came 
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about the middle of the school year. And his name was Duke Daly. And he sat in the very back. 

That was the only seat there was for him. 

And I was playing sports after school. And I had to walk home, which I lived kind of out 

in the country. You know, it was several miles. And I had to walk home. I had no way to get 

home if I stayed for class. But I was motivated enough for sports in order to walk home. So I'd go 

to the sports and I d walk home. Well, lo and behold, here came this new boy Duke Daly in a car, 

a beautiful car, as new as they were. I found it was his sister's car and she was at some job where 

she could get gas. He would take her to work and bring the car to school. So this one day, a few 

days after he came to class, he came by in the car. And I didn't know whether to get in with him 

or not. He says can I give you a ride home? I was flabbergasted because nobody had cars and 

gasoline. So I said sure. 

And do you know what? He lived on that same road that I lived on out there in the 

country, that little old — I call it the dirt paved road. He lived not far from me. And so after that — 

I think three days a week we played sports — he would always give me a ride home. And he 

invited me over to his house. He stayed with his sister, you see. He was from northern California. 

I don't know why ~ I still don't know why he came to live with his sister, but he did. And his 

sister had a radio and records. Of course, we were young. We were learning how to dance. And 

he asked me to come over to his sister's house and hear the radio, which I did. And he had these 

good tunes on, these good records. And we learned to dance together. So he was nice. 

And, you know, he told me then one time he was going to join the service. And he did. 

He joined the maritime service. He was only in school that one semester. He joined the maritime 

service to become a radio operator. He went to New York. Actually out of New York it was the 

maritime school was on Hoffman Island. I had never been there. I've always wanted to go there. 

I think you go from New York to Staten Island on the ferry and then you take another ferry from 

Staten Island to Hoffman Island. I've never heard of anyone else even knowing where Hoffman 

Island was. But it was an island for the maritime service. - He graduated from that as a lieutenant 

and was a radio operator. He went to sea on a boat. 

Did you two write a lot? 

Yes, we wrote a lot. But what I was going to tell you was before he left he told me that he was 
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going to marry me. And I told him no, you're not going to marry me. I really didn't like him very 

much. I liked him for his car and his radio and his sister and all of that, but I didn't really care for 

him very much. But then in his letters he wrote to me and I wrote back. Actually, young women 

were encouraged to write to their friends in the service. That was the thing to do. So I did write to 

him all the time. And, my, he sent letter after letter. And I had to answer him, which I did. 

Whenever he was home on his ship, he would come see me. He came home after the first 

semester that I was at University of California. And I don't know why it was. I liked him better 

then. I guess through our letters we became close. And actually I guess I had grown to love him 

and I didn't want to change my life. So instead of getting a job -- well, actually school was out and 

I did get a job working for a dentist in Hayward. I worked for the dentist only one week. And he 

came to town and he convinced me that I should marry him. And instead of going to school we 
got married. 

We got married in San Jose, California. A friend of ours that was in the geometry class, 

she was working — she lived out in the country also. She was working in town for the summer. 

We happened to see her when we were out buying - trying to find a ring. And we asked her to be 

maid of honor. We were married in Hayward, California. 

When? 

The date was in July 1945. And Duke always had this saying. He would say hardly a man is now 

alive who remembers that famous day and year. I can't remember the day. I think it was the 9th 

of July in '45. That's what he would say: "The 9th of July in '45; hardly a man is now alive who 

remembers that famous day and year." He always had these sayings to say. He was wonderful in 

that way, very, very good. 

What did you do after you got married? 

Oh, that was so exciting. After we got married -- he could get on the plane -- he had to go back to 

sea. And he had to go to sea from Long Beach. His ship was in Long Beach. So we had a 

honeymoon at the Biltmore hotel in Los Angeles. And, of course, my Nanny lived in Santa 

Barbara. And they came to see us. Of course, I loved my Nanny. So he went to his ship and I 

went home with Nanny. And I got a job. And I stayed with Nanny, then, the whole time, the 

entire time while he was away at sea. 
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Marie McMillan was born August 1,1926, 

Photo left: taken January 15,1928. 

Photo below: 1927 Cash Family trip to California Redwood. 

Left to right: Eva Cash Stever (Marie's mother), Elizabeth Cash, 

Marie being held by Nanny Alma Cash, Lorraine Cash, James 

Stever (father) and Robert Cash (her grandfather.) 
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Left: Marie's parents, Eva Marie and James 

Martin Stever. [undated] 

Below left: Marie's father, James Stever and 

his younger brother George Stever. [undated] 

Below right: James Stever served in the U.S. 

Army from September 5,1917 to June 10, 

1919. 



Marie Stever high 

school graduation 

photograph. 1944. 

In 1945, Marie 

learned to drive a car 



Left: Duke Daly, Marie's first husband. 1944. 

Middle: Marie holding baby daughter Michelle Daly. 

Bottom: Daly children Michelle, 2 years old and Jack, 1 year old, in 

1948. 



What did your parents and your nanny think about your marriage? Were they happy? 

My Nanny was. I don't know about my parents. I wasn't really close to them. They didn't come 

to the wedding. I didn t ask them, actually. But my mother did one thing. She knew I was getting 

married. I think it was about a week that we had. And my friend Eve and my mother and I went 

downtown Oakland to buy my wedding dress. I guess in the summer things were just coming out 

for the fall. And I was married in a suit that was probably not appropriate. I should have picked a 

summery dress. But I was dumb. And we picked out a nice suit. So I was married in a suit in San 
Jose. 

What did you do when you lived with your grandma for that time? 

Oh, that was interesting. Can you imagine after all this time I just realized something? I 

worked -- well, it was easy to get a job. Actually, my granny lived in, well, I say Los Angeles. It 

wasn't really Los Angeles. It was Huntington Park I believe. And so I had to get a job that was 

close to where she lived. And it was an oil supply company. And it was called -- listen to this. It 

was called Howard's Supply Company. They manufactured and sent out supplies for oil wells. 

Do you know it's been all these years I finally realized Howard's Supply Company was owned by 

the father of Howard Hughes. And that's why it was called Howard's Supply Company. And at 

that time I didn't know it. Well, of course, Howard Hughes wasn't famous at that time. In fact - I 

don't know. Do you know when Howard Hughes was bom? He probably was my age. And 

probably his father, you know, was the one that had a lot of money. So he probably named it after 

his son. I don't know what - I need to research that. Howard Hughes' father, do you know what 

his name was besides Hughes? 

No, I don't. 

Maybe his name was Howard. I need to find that out. Let's find that out. But I think that was his 

father - I know it was his father's company. But I don't know how the name came about. And 

that's who I worked for. 

What did you do? 

Well, I answered letters to people who were buying oil well supplies. And then I would open the 

letters. And someone would get the supplies they wanted. And then I would do the answering 

letters I believe. I wasn't there too long because -- Duke then was on the ship and he was in the 
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Philippine Islands when the war was over. 

When the war was over, Babe, my auntie Babe, she lived only a few blocks from my 

Nanny whom I stayed with. And so she and I went downtown to ~ everybody was celebrating 

because the war was over with. So she and I went downtown and celebrated in the street like 

everybody else. And we were so happy the war was over. 

Then I got a telegraph. It was from Duke. Well, he was on this ship as I told you before of 

when the war was over. He was on this ship, but he was in the merchant marines because what 

they did was the Navy or the Army -- it was the Navy. The Navy took over all the ships. As soon 

as the war was over, it went back to the owners. So the war was over. They were in the 

Philippines. The ship immediately went to its owners. Right away this happened. So they were a 

private ship. But he was in the merchant marines. I got checks for being the wife of a serviceman 

from the Navy because on this ship, on this private ship that the Navy took over, on the private 

ship were a crew of navy men. The radio operator was a merchant marine man. And they took 

servicemen, all kinds, back and forth from the United States to -- well, so when the war was over, 

it immediately became a private ship again. 

So they got a load of copra. Do you know what copra is? Copra is made from coconuts. 

And that's what they make soap out of, nice soap. So they brought -- well, his ship brought home 

the first private commercial load of copra anywhere because the war was over. The next day the 

ship was private. They loaded on the copra and started it home. 

He also, since he was a radio operator, sent me the first --1 wish I had it and I don't -- he 

sent me the first commercial telegram that was sent from the Philippines to the United States. He 

sent me this telegram. It came to my nanny's house in Huntington Beach. And it said that he was 

going to arrive at a certain date in Oakland, California. So I resigned from my job, I packed my 

suitcase, and I went on the train to my parents' house in San Leandro. I got another telegram 

saying the ship had been diverted to Long Beach. So I got back on the train, which was full of 

servicemen all yelling and screaming, kicking out the windows to go back to Los Angeles or 

Huntington Beach -- Long Beach. And who should I meet on the train but a serviceman coming 

home who was my Auntie Babe's husband. He was in the army and he was coming home. And I 

met him on the train. 
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Oh, wow. Your uncle. 

Just coincidence. So I got home. I got to my nanny's, which I called home at that time. I told you 

something wrong. It wasn't my auntie's husband. It was her husband's brother. He got off the 

train in Salinas. So when I got home Auntie Babe and I went to Long Beach on this date he was 

coming in. And his ship came in. We had a hard time finding it because nobody ~ because at that 

time everything was disheveled. We had a hard time finding his ship and what was going to 

happen. However, we did find it. We found him. He came off the ship. He asked us if we I'd 

like to go aboard. Of course, we did. I had never been on a ship like that before. That's the only 

time I was ever on a ship that he was on. And I was amazed. 

The radio operator, I did not know, was a big wheel. And he [Duke Daly] had a cabin all 

by himself next to the captain. So there was a captain's cabin, then the radio officer's cabin. And 

he took us there and showed us all around the ship. And we got off. That was the only time I was 

ever on his ship. I d have to think about it awhile, but sometimes it comes to me, the name of his 

ship. I guess it's on the papers because they have to sign off and on. It's like a contract on those 

ships. It has the captain's name and the ship's name and everything. If I don't have them, I gave 

them to my son Jack because — 

Now, when he got off the ship, was he done with his time in the service? He was able to go 

home? Or did he have to stay there awhile? 

No, he wasn't — yes. Yes, actually, he was. He'd been in long enough. He signed off on the ship's 

roster. The captain had signed it off. And he was a civilian that quick. The maritime service did 

everything quick. I think he got two more checks from the Navy, however, but that was the end of 
that. 

We borrowed Auntie Babe's car. Somehow or other he got some gas coupons and we went 

to find a car. We were going to buy a car. Of course, they weren't making new cars at that time. 

But we got the newest car that they made. Oh, it was the most fabulous car I have ever owned. It 

was a maroon colored Buick convertible. It was maroon colored with maroon -red leather seats. 

It was the most beautiful car you had ever seen. And, of course, it was the newest that they had. 

It was like a new car. Oh, what a beautiful car. 

Did you learn how to drive in that car? 

23 



Yes, that's the car I learned to drive in. That's exactly right. And so as soon as we got that car is 

when I learned to drive. 

Did Duke give you your lessons? 

Yes, Duke gave me the lessons. So we were in Los Angeles. And we decided we had enough 

money that we would both get a job and we'd go to school, University of California. Do you know 

what? There was no place to live. We looked all over. We bought all the papers that had ads. 

There was not one place to live. We couldn't live with my grandma. We didn't want to put her 

out. We couldn't live with Auntie Babe. She had two little girls and they were young. She had no 

room. And we couldn't find a place to live. So what to do? 

So we got in the car and we drove up to my home in San Leandro. Do you know what? 

After the war what do you think a radio operator could do for a job? No jobs. No jobs for radio 

operators. So he couldn't get a job. 

So he went back to the ship. Oh, the captain's name came to me. He called him old Pop 

Carson. Pop Carson was the ship's captain. So his ship was up there in Oakland. He found old 

Pop Carson. And Pop Carson said, oh, I can get you a job. So we were running out of money by 

that time. So he thought he had to take a job. So Pop Carson got him on this ship. They called 

it - this ship was going -- he called it stateside, which would just land in the states. So he came 

home and said, well, I got a job, but it's going stateside. So I'll have to take it because he had to 

get a job. And I was looking for a job also. 

So he got on this ship. And it stopped a couple of places. It stopped in Seattle. Then it 

went on up to Canada. And he got up to Canada to one of the ports. And you know what he 

found? It was going overseas. It was going around the world. Well, he was newly married 

actually. We'd only had a honeymoon at the Biltmore hotel. He did not want to go around --

every job in all of his life that he looked for would take him away. So he didn't want to go around 

the world. So he got off the ship, got paid and came home to San Leandro. 

I got a job working in the -- at Montgomery Ward where people called in and ordered things. 

Catalog? 

Catalog order department. Exactly. But I had to take this car and go back and forth to work. I 

had to go through this tunnel that I thought was only as wide as the car on each side. And I was a 
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new driver. Oh, it was terrifying. And because the tunnel wasn't straight, it curved, oh, my 

goodness. What a chore — what an experience that was. Had no wrecks. Nothing. I learned how 

to do it. You can do anything if you try hard enough. So I got my license and took the car back 
and forth. I went to work. 

And then when I went to work every morning I'd go to work and I'd start throwing up. And you 
know why? 

You were pregnant? 

I was pregnant. So Duke said, well, I have to get a job. So actually with his radioman's 

experience, he went to University of California. He was a genius actually. And you'll learn why 

later. I'll tell you. However, he got a job at the University of California radiation laboratory. And 

he was working as an electrical engineer. And that's what he turned out to be, an electrical 

engineer. Well, no, now they don't even call it that. They call it electronic engineer. So he went 
to work at the lab in Berkeley. 

And then you know what happened? Later that year they started putting in the laboratory, 

the radiation laboratory in Livermore, California. So we'd bought a house in Livermore, 

California. Well, I'm getting ahead of myself. Actually, from the lab in Berkeley they were 

working on the atomic energy program. He had to go again. They went out to Enewetak [Atoll 

and] Bikini Atoll to do testing. And there he was gone again six months. And then he was home 

and actually our baby was born then. 

When he was home? 

Yes, he was at home. But then they were putting in the lab out at Livermore. So he had to go out 

to Livermore. And when they went to Livermore they actually went back. And we talked about 

Bikini Atoll. And he was gone six months. As I say, every job he ever had he had to go some 

exotic place actually. 

When was your child born? 

You know, I left out something. When he came from Canada when he came home that time, he 

did get a job before he went to University of California. He got a - he had worked as a -- when he 

was in high school he worked at radio stuff for Pan American World Airways. And he worked on 

Treasure Island. That's when Pan American was the only airline that flew around the world. He 
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worked at Treasure Island. 

Where was Treasure Island? 

Oh. Treasure Island is the island that you see when you cross the Oakland Bay Bridge. You see 

an island out there. And it's where they built that island for the World's Fair. The World's Fair 

was there in 19J9 just before the war. And that's where Pan American landed because they only 

flew seaplanes. So they landed in the ocean. And their base was on Treasure Island. You can 

also see the island from the -- not only the Oakland Bay Bridge but the San Francisco bridge. But 

also there s an island out there that's the — oh, okay. Let's see. I was telling you about Treasure 

Island. Oh, Pan American World Airways. Their base was Treasure Island because after the 

World s Fair was open in San Francisco Bay, Pan American World Airways took it over. 

So he was installing radios on the Pan American World Airways' airplanes. And I guess 

that's why he joined - actually when I think about it, that's how he joined the maritime service 

because of his radio experience. He knew all about radios. Well, so then that's where he got a -

so he went to Pan American Airways and said, well, I need a job; you know, I can install radios. 

Meanwhile, Pan American Airways had changed their base of operations from Treasure 

Island to San Francisco where they had the airport. That's when the airport first opened. And so I 

went with him I know there for an interview. And I waited. It was a great big airport. And the 

only airline there was there was Pan American Airways. Can you imagine that? And now what a 

big airport that is now. But at that time just Pan American. They were the only ones. There were 

other airplanes there I guess, but they only flew around the United States. Pan American was the 

only one that flew [international]. 

So did they have a job for him. They wanted to refuel on the way to Tokyo, Japan. They 

needed to refuel - now they were flying straight from San Francisco to Tokyo, Japan. But they 

wanted a halfway mark, which was Wake Island. They wanted him to put in a radio station on 

Wake Island. So he took it because he had to. That's the only job he could get was a radio job, 

too. But to put in a radio station? And then Pan American came and refueled there after he put in 

a radio station. So they would go from San Francisco to Wake Island to Japan. So after he put in 

the radio station, he had to hurry because his baby would be bom. So he put in the radio station. 

He came through Honolulu. 
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And I know we had a little money then. He'd been saving money for the baby. And he 

bought two suits in Honolulu. He bought two suits. And he came home he was wearing a suit. 

And so he was there when the baby was born. 

So then he says I m never going away again. Everything he did he would have to leave. 

So that s when he went to work for the radiation laboratory up on the hill in Berkeley. 

What was your child's name? 

Michelle Mane Daly. Michelle Marie. Michelle because I had to have a French name. At that 

time I was taken with French. And the house we lived in, there was a little house that we rented 

out that the lady was married to a serviceman and she was from Brussels, Belgium. And we spoke 

French all the time. So I knew my French pretty well at that time. 

Anyway, so Michelle was born. And he got a job up at the hill in Berkeley. And then the 

radiation laboratory was putting in at Livermore. And so Duke went there to Livermore. And you 

know what they wanted him to do? Go out to Enewetak Bikini Atoll because he knew all about 

Wake Island and he knew a lot about — so there he was gone again. 

And then Jack? 

Jack was the next one. We had two children, a boy and a girl, Michelle. And Jack's name - we 

call him Jack. His name is John Martin Daly. Martin after my father. John Martin Daly. So we 

bought a house in Livermore and that's where we lived. 

My name is Kelli Luchs. I'm interviewing Marie McMillan. This is the second interview at 

her home in Las Vegas, Nevada. Marie wanted to begin by going over some of the work that 

her husband, Duke, had done in the radiation lab that we were not able to cover in the last 
interview. 

Marie, you wanted to add something about his operations in Bikini Atoll. 

Oh, all right. Well, when Duke first began work in 1946 at the radiation laboratory in Berkeley, 

California, at that time - I don't know if it still is or not, but at that time it was called working up 

on the hill. It was at the University of California up on the hill in Berkeley. And 1956 was the 

first time that they took -- well, it was a very small group of electrical engineers up on the hill. 

And a few of them wanted to go with the Atomic Energy Commission on their new project. So I 
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believe there were three or four of them that went with that project. And the first thing they did 

was go out to Enewetak and Bikini Atolls. They would go on United Airlines from San Francisco, 

California to Hawaii and then take a navy ship to Enewetak and Bikini Atolls where they did their 
tests. 

Not long ago — well, about a year ago actually, I saw something on television that told how 

they moved the people, the natives who lived on Enewetak and Bikini Atolls, how they moved 

them to another island because they were going to use those islands for their tests. According to 

the television report those people had been moving back in small numbers since they felt that the 

radiation was gone at this time. And the people were so happy to be home again, the older ones 

that remembered. And, of course, some of the children didn't even remember ever living 

anywhere else but the other islands that they were moved to. 

Did your husband tell you anything about on the ship going over to the islands themselves? 

No, not very much because at that time you have to remember that this was a very, very super 

secret mission — no, not a mission. What do you call it? 

Operation? 

Yes. It was a very super secret operation. Actually, he wasn't even supposed to tell anyone that 

he was gone. And, of course, I had to tell my neighbors something because, you know, he wasn't 

home. And he would go back and forth lots of times. And they always at that time used United 

Airlines. As I look back on it, I believe it was because there were very few airlines that flew from 
San Francisco to Hawaii. 

I don't recall if in the last interview whether I told you that at one time he worked for --

when he was in high school, he worked for Pan American World Airways. Their base of 

operation was on Treasure Island in San Francisco Bay. Then they used seaplanes. The reason 

their base of operations was Treasure Island was because they used the seaplanes. When they got 

different types of planes, they moved to San Francisco airport. 

I do remember taking him to San Francisco airport for United Airlines to go to Hawaii and 

then on to Enewetak and Bikini Atolls in the Pacific. I do remember that because San Francisco 

airport at that time I believe had only three airlines flying out of it. And as I recall we had a 

convertible car at that time. And I can remember feeling the breeze at San Francisco airport 
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because there were not buildings like there are now and it was not so busy. There were only a few 

cars, people working there for the airlines. And it was just a big empty — huge, big empty space 

where San Francisco airport is now. It was just empty. They didn't even have parking lots. You 

just drove up in the dirt. It was just all dirt. And you just parked there and got on the airplane. 

And you had to use steps to get up on the airplane, actually. 

I know I do have one — a piece of paper that United Airlines would send the passengers 

when they concluded a flight of the names of the passengers that were on the airplane. And one of 

them they flew back and forth from Hawaii to San Francisco. There's this whole list of 

crewmembers and there were only three passengers. And Duke Daly and A1 Hyne were two of 

them. The third person I did not know. But I thought that was really great to be on a big « I 

believe at that time it was a 707, a Boeing 707 to go to Hawaii and only have three passengers. 

And also at that time Duke would always bring me something from Hawaii, which was real great. 

And, of course, the University of California radiation laboratory would make the arrangements for 

them. And they would always stay overnight at least one or two nights in Hawaii. And they 

stayed at these great hotels. And now they've been there so long you can't even get a reservation 

there anymore. It was, you know, that big pink hotel that's been there forever, one of the first 

ones. They stayed at that one and a couple of others. 

Was Duke ever able to tell you anything about his trips to the islands? 

Well, he told me about - no. The things that they were doing were actually super secret. I did not 

know at that time. No. He would tell me about where they stayed in Hawaii and what they did 

and where they ate and what their meals were like and all about the hotels and the beaches. And, 

of course, I always wanted to go there. 

So at one time -- I don't recall the year at this time. I probably will later. But right now I 

can't think of the year. But we stayed there for six months. We were going to stay there for a year 

while Duke was out at Enewetak and Bikini. And I would put the children in the Hawaiian 

schools. However, we got all set up and -- actually, it was the first time I had ever been so far on 

an airplane. We went on United Airlines. And we took the children with us. Duke stayed a few 

days with us until we found an apartment. Well, the apartment that we had was owned by a 

Japanese man. Probably the only reason we got it was Japanese people at that time were not very 
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popular with Americans. And we looked at ads in the paper for an apartment. And we got this 

0reat apartment that was right across the street from Waikiki Beach. It was right across the street 

actually from what they called Fort DeRussy. I don't believe Fort DeRussy is still there. And it's 

a place for people in the service to go spend their vacation in Hawaii had they wanted to. And the 

only reason actually we got this apartment, first of all, is because a lot of old people or older 

people I should say didn't want to go up the stairs. And this apartment was upstairs. And it did 

not have washing machines. It did not have anything extra. And a good thing I had brought a 

radio at that time. And one of our main things was to listen to the radio. The children went to 

school at the far end of Waikiki Beach across from a big park. 

How old were your children? 

They were in - let's see. What grade were they in? I believe third and fourth grade. Let me see. 

That would make them eight and nine years old, something like that. Actually, this is what we 

would do. In the mornings on their way to school I would take them down to the - they had 

electrical trolley cars in Hawaii at that time. I would put them on the trolley cars. And it would 

take them to the other end of Waikiki Beach. We lived on one end and their school was on the 

other end of Waikiki Beach. So I would put them on the trolley cars. They would get off at their 

school and go to school all day long. When school was out - actually, I spent from noon until 

about three or four o clock ~ I would put on my swimsuit and I would walk the whole length of 

Waikiki Beach down to the school. They would change clothes, put on their swimsuits, and we 

would walk back home the whole length of Waikiki Beach. It was lovely at that time. I can't 

describe how lovely it was. The beach was not crowded. There were mostly Hawaiians there on 

the beach. So it turned out we had lots of Hawaiian friends. Then when we would get home, we 

would listen to the radio and play checkers and do things at home. We did have neighbors who 

were real Hawaiians next door. And we became friends with them. I learned how to cook rice the 

Hawaiian way putting the water up to your fingers. And we didn't measure anything. We just did 

it the way Hawaiians did. We loved our stay there. 

I was back there a couple of years ago and we went to look where we stayed. Of course 

that apartment was no longer there. And there was a high rise hotel there right where we used to 

stay right across from Fort DeRussy. But it was so crowded that you could hardly get a space on 

30 



the beach. And, of course, Jack found a wonderful, wonderful bowl that the Hawaiians must have 

used years and years ago that we brought home that I have here now. He found it in the ocean. 

But that was one thing that we brought home from Hawaii. 

When you were living there did you ever receive correspondence from Duke? Was he able 
to write to you? 

Oh, no, because this is what we thought would happen. We were going to stay there a year. And 

he would go back and forth to Enewetak and Bikini to Hawaii and see us. So, no, there was no 

way to get letters there, you see. Enewetak and Bikini, they would have to send their mail by navy 

ship. So there was no need to write letters. But he thought he would come. 

But this is what happened. He was so busy. Of course, he was in charge of all the 

electrical engineering projects that they had to get ready for the atomic tests. So it turned out that 

he only came twice to visit us. But all of the people who worked for him, they would come back 

and forth. They d stop in Hawaii on their way back to San Francisco and then to Livermore. At 

that time Livermore was in operation because they had gone from the hill in Berkeley and the 

radiation laboratory now was out at Livermore, California, which it still is now at this time. But 

his friends, the people that worked for him would stop in Hawaii and they would come see us. 

And, of course, we were living on a shoestring, a real, real shoestring. I don't think I told 

you the reason that the Japanese man had us is because he said he knew - he told us that he knew 

that people who worked for the university didn't make much money. And so he made the rent 

compatible with what we could pay him. And so I thought that was great of him. Of course, he 

was trying to make friends also. We did love it there. We just loved it there. And, of course, I 

did all of the washing by hand. Outside downstairs he had regular old fashioned washtubs. The 

only problem that I had was at that time Jack wore jeans. And the jeans I found were very hard to 

wring out by hand. But almost every morning I would wash and hang things out on the line and 

they would get dry. I loved doing that. I learned to love the Hawaiian coffee, too. And once a 

week we would treat ourselves and go to a movie that was only a few blocks from our house. 

We really loved it there. But the reason we stayed only six months instead of a year was 

because my brother Bob -- we also happened to call him Duke. But for this interview I'll call him 

Bob so we don't get mixed up. His name was Robert, Robert Stever. However, Bob was going to 
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eet married. He was engaged and was going to marry an Armenian girl. He spoke Armenian. He 

wanted us to come to the wedding. Well, we couldn't go to the wedding and return because we 

were too poor. As the Japanese man said, University of California employees didn't make much 

money. And so actually we had to go home. So we went home for the wedding. And then we 
never got to return, only for visits. 

Where did you go after that? 

Oh, we went to — actually we moved from San Leandro, California where we lived to Livermore, 

California. We bought a home in Livermore. And, of course, it was only a mile or so from the 
radiation laboratory. 

Now, how did you find out your husband was coming home from the ship since you didn't 
have correspondence? 

Well, when he got to Hawaii he would call us by telephone. No, he didn't come by ship. He came 

by ship to Hawaii. And then he would come United Airlines from Hawaii to San Francisco. And 

then I would meet him in San Francisco with the car. 

You made a mention that he worked on something about a TV screen. Was this around that 
time? 

Oh, yes. Before we moved to Livermore, actually when he was up on the hill in Berkeley, he did 

several things part time. We made a little corporation that we called a DSG Corporation, which 

stood for Daly, Senate and Gibson. Those were the three men who made the corporation. Of 

course, Daly was electrical engineer. Senate was I think physics. And Gibson was something 

else. So they covered all of the electrical things. They made things that corporations needed. I 

can remember one thing they made that they sold. The one thing was called a vacuum tube 

voltmeter. At that time they were very much in fade. I could not tell you why. But a vacuum 

tube voltmeter and other things such as that. So it was DSG - Daly, Senate and Gibson. So they 

were always over at our house in the evening planning things. Of course, as I think most things 

actually were done at that time you would sit around the kitchen table and plan things. I don't 

know if young people still do that or not. But at that time that's what we did. And, of course, the 

wives were always there. And we'd make coffee and have a little social hour -- Daly, Senate and 

Gibson. 
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You might find it interesting to know that ~ Leonard Gibson was his name. He was 

married to a woman who was Russian. And her mother spoke Russian fluently. And it just so 

happened that when we moved from San Leandro out to Livermore the radiation laboratory was 

trying to find people who spoke Russian to translate documents, Russian documents. So actually I 

took Russian out there because aside from our lunch hour they gave us two hours off I believe 

three times a week to learn Russian because they were desperate to find translators for Russian 

documents. And, of course, actually everything out at the laboratory in Livermore and also up on 

the hill when they were up on the hill was very, very secret. 

Now, let me get back to -- oh, the Daly, Senate and Gibson things. Aside from that, Duke 

worked with a gentleman up on the hill. I don't recall whether he was a physicist or not. But I got 

to know him because -- his name was Dr. Louie Alvarez, A-L-V-A-R-E-Z, which I find now he 

was quite famous. He was the one who first did the instrument landing system. And they worked 

on several experimental things to devise the instrument landing system. Duke would go with 

Dr. Alvarez from Berkeley out to the Oakland airport where they worked on the instrument 

landing system or one of the modes of it. 

And I would come pick him up, then, in the convertible. I keep talking about the 

convertible because it was the best car I ever had. It was a Buick straight eight convertible. It was 

maroon colored. And it was the most beautiful car you would ever want. It had maroon leather 

seats. Anyway, at that time we had a small baby. I would just bundle her up, lay her on the 

backseat and go out there and wait until he and Louie Alvarez were finished with their 

experimental instrument landing system and then we would come home. So we did that for — he 

was always working two kinds of jobs. 

Then one of the other things that he did was this. He worked with a physicist named Ross 

Aiken. That's A-I-K-E-N. Ross Aiken I believe was a professor up at the University of California 

in Berkeley. He was not on the hill, but he was at the university campus. He and Duke got to 

making tubes. Of course, Duke knew a lot about tubes because he had built vacuum tube 

voltmeters. And he knew lots about tubes. 

What kind of tubes was he working on? 

Well, he knew -- before at Daly, Senate and Gibson they had manufactured vacuum tube 
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voltmeters. And so he knew lots and lots about tubes. So they were actually looking to make a 

tube, a television tube. The reason they wanted to do this was because tubes at that time for 

television were like light bulbs. Of course, that's a light tube. Of course, you know the larger the 

light the longer the neck was for the tube. And that's how television screens were first [made]. 

And so that limited the size of television screens because the screen could only be as large as the 

neck of the tube. In fact, it was Duke who decided that the only way that they could make a 

television screen larger was to put the things that go into the television to put them on the side of 

the screen instead of the neck of the screen. That way the screen could be as large as you'd want 

to make it, as they have now in all of the hotels. They have like a big screen to show what's going 

on, the play or whatever's playing on the stage. And you have these large screens. And that's only 

because these things that go into the screen went in the side instead of at the end of the tube. And 

so you could make the screen as large as you wanted. So they perfected this and then they showed 
it to all kinds of companies. 

It just came to me that I found a better way to explain to you about the television screen. 

You think of a tube ~ well, think of it like a light bulb with the neck that goes out in the back like 

a light bulb. Well, the larger the light bulb the longer the neck. And so to get a larger picture the 

neck had to be so long that it wasn't practical. So Duke developed a way to make the electrons go 

in the side instead of the back. So the electron gun could then go as far as you could make an 

electron go. So that's why we have the big screens now. 

But anyway, they knew they had to sell it. So what they did, they demonstrated it to a lot 

of these companies that made tubes such as light bulbs. And at that time there was like General 

Electric and Kaiser Electronics. And there was Radian and (Steemyth), RCA, Sylvania, 

Magnavox, (Poffman), Phillips, Westinghouse. That's all I can think of. We were busy for about 

a year. And I went with them all the time to demonstrate these -- show these tubes. I don't 

remember who bought that system to tell you the truth. But I know it was later sold to the United 

States Government for jet airplanes. And the reason it was because, you know, when you fly a 

jet - jet airplanes were just coming into mode at that time also. And the government used it as a 

windscreen on the airplanes because the jets went so fast that the pilots did not have time to look 

down at their instruments and then look up through the windscreen, to look up and down, up and 
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down. So they would make the windscreen for the airplanes. They would project the instruments 

up on the windscreen of the airplane so the pilot could look out and look at the instruments at the 

same time. Why, I thought that was great. 

And the first money that they got from it, Duke bought me a present. You know what it 

was. It was a mink stole. And you know I still have that stole. I don't know what I'll do with it. 

It's not fashionable now to wear mink stoles. Or is it? Maybe they're coming back it's been so 
long. 

What other inventions did they think of while they were sitting around the kitchen table? 

Those took so long. Those were the main ones. The others were small. I don't recall. I just went 

with them I know in that beautiful convertible to demonstrate. 

Now, he was inventing with — 

Ross Aiken? 

- with the group while he was still working at the Livermore lab, right? 

Oh, yes. This was only like a second and third job. He just did that on the side. 

Now, what were you doing? Were you working at this time or were you just taking care of 
the children? 

Oh, no. We had two babies. We had Michelle and Jack. 

Now, is Michelle spelled with an E? Is it M-E? 

No. It s M-I-C-H-E-L-L-E. Actually, it's spelled the same as our new first lady, Michelle Obama. 

Yes. Actually, you know I spoke French at the time. And so I guess I loved French names. And I 

guess that's why I named her Michelle. And we've called her Shelly all the time. 

Earlier you talked about learning Russian. Did you learn Russian and were you using 

Russian to translate? 

Yes, I learned Russian. But I never learned it well enough that I could translate documents for 
them. 

And the next thing that we did was move to Las Vegas. Actually before we moved to Las 

Vegas permanently, Duke went back and forth from Livermore, the radiation laboratory in 

Livermore, then, to Las Vegas to the Nevada Test Site. At that time we called it NPG for Nevada 

Proving Grounds. So we had NPG for Nevada Proving Grounds and PPG for Pacific Proving 
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Grounds. So he was always one place or the other. And one of the things I liked to do when my 

mom could take care of Jack and Shelly was to come to Las Vegas and see the shows. Of course, 

the radiation laboratory would make the reservations for Duke and I would just stay with him. 

And so at that time we probably saw more shows than we ever did when we lived here. 

But from 1950 until 1958 or — in 1958 we made arrangements to buy a house that was to 

be built up in the Twin Lakes area. Las Vegas was a very small town at that time. In 1950 it was 

between, I think, 15,000 and 20,000 people. And when I moved here permanently in '58, '59, 

there were 25,000 people here. And everyone knew everyone else. So we bought that house that 

they were building at that time in the Twin Lakes area. It was across from -- the park is called -

at that time it was called Twin Lakes Park. But then when the city bought that park, they renamed 

it Lorenzi Park because Lorenzi was the man who developed that park. His name was Lorenzi. 

And so they named it after him. It was a large park. It's still there. They have tennis courts there 

now and baseball games, soccer field and all of that. But all that came after. When we first 

moved here, you could ride horses. There were horses down there. And the kids would go down 

there and ride horses. Also, you know, they had a little, tiny pond that you could catch fish in. 

You could catch fish and bring them up. And they had a place where they would grill the fish for 

you. Also, you could walk out in the middle of the big lake, the Twin Lakes, and dance at night. 

And people would come from Las Vegas all the way out to Twin Lakes park or Lorenzi, 

whichever you want to call it, to dance. So it was nice at that time. You could catch fish and have 

them grill it, eat dinner, go dance. And somebody would always be playing a guitar or there was 

some kind of music down there. It was really great. Oh, they had so many things down there. 

What else did they have? Ride horses. Oh, and swim. Their swimming pool actually was the 

only one that people in town could swim in because - I don't believe there were any swimming 

pools at the schools at that time because the parents of children got all those things going ~ 

swimming pools and the sports. One of the first sports they had here was ice hockey. 

Well, let me get back to Livermore. 

Yes. You said that when you were traveling back and forth when he was just starting to 

come out to Las Vegas you'd come out with him and that you'd stay somewhere. Where 

would you stay? 
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We d stay at the hotels that the radiation laboratory made reservations for. Actually at the time the 

hotels were the Desert Inn and — where do they have it where the kids play the games? — Circus 
Circus. 

Anyway, the first hotels. Mostly the Desert Inn. 

What shows did you see? 

Oh, the shows that were most popular at that time were -- well, we liked the French revues 

because we got so we knew the producer and the man that did the shows. He was from France. 

And I liked to speak French to them. Of course, Shelly, Michelle had a French teacher also who 

was the wife of the showman. Actually, we got to know some of the showgirls also because they 

could not have any marks on their bodies. And so they would go suntan out at the showman's 

house who lived way out in the country. And they would go out there. Of course, the French 

models, nudity was nothing to them. And so they would go out there and they could swim at his 

house and bathe, lay out and get a suntan with no marks because they were nude. Of course, that 
was just great. 

But getting back now to Livermore, Shelly and Jack, one thing that they did in Livermore 

was swim. So they became members of the Livermore swim team [the Aqua-Cowboys]. They 

got so they swam very, very well. In fact, Michelle kept swimming until we actually moved to 

Las Vegas. At that time she did a backstroke — she was very good at the backstroke. The last 

time I heard she still held the record at the pool in Boulder City. I don't know if that's still true or 

not, but at that time and for a long, long time she held the backstroke record. Jack was good at 

free style. They did all four strokes. They did free style, backstroke -Breaststroke. 

Well, they did all of the swim things. Shelly got so good that they wanted her - actually 

when she went to school in Switzerland, the German swim team wanted her to swim with them. 

But she couldn't get to where she was in Switzerland, which was Lake Neuchatel. She couldn't get 

from there to where they practiced. And when girls get about 15 or 16, they have to make a 

choice of whether they want to make their life swimming or just have a regular life because 

swimming really takes a lot of work. When they were swimming at their best, they had to swim 

before school, go to school and swim after school. So it's a big « it's very demanding, very, very 

demanding. 
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You said Switzerland. When did your children go to school in Switzerland? 

Well, let s see. That better come when I tell you about Las Vegas. I did want to tell you about the 

swimming in Livermore, which was a great thing. 

Did they win awards? Were they in a lot of competitions? 

Yes. They have lots and lots of awards that I should give to the museum. They have lots of 
awards that are still out in the garage. 

How often was Duke going back and forth between Livermore and the Nevada Test Site? 

Oh, well, at that time it was about every other year I think at that time. One year they would have 

a test. They d have to get ready for the test, which would take about a year. It would be in Nevada 

at NTS, Nevada Test Site. And then the next year they would be at PPG, the Pacific Proving 

Grounds. So he would go back and forth however long it took, at least every other year and 

sometimes in between. But like I say it was super secret. I can't tell you what they were doing. 

But going back to Livermore, after the children were in school, I actually wanted to go to 

work. So I went to work for the laboratory, the radiation laboratory. And that's when I got my Q 

clearance. They're called a Q clearance, which is a very, very secret clearance. Later on I had 

another clearance that was so secret that I don't know the name of it yet. But everybody knows 

about Q clearances now. So when I went to work for the laboratory, they had something that was 

absolutely fascinating. Until you got your Q clearance, which took quite awhile to get because 

they really - not inspected you. Yeah, they did inspect you. They really --

Did a background check? 

They really did a wonderful background check, your whole life. So until they did that they put 

you in what they called the rat shack. But the rat shack I did not know --1 hated rats. But when I 

came to the rat shack I did -- they had me busy typing and just doing miscellaneous things in the 

rat shack. But the rat shack was like nothing you had ~ you can't even believe it. These rats 

were - I don't know if they had been exposed to radiation or what. These rats were huge. I mean 

huge. They probably weighed -- they were big, maybe a foot and a half long and a foot high. And 

they were gorgeous, beautiful white, all white, great big things. And you'd want to pick them up 

and hug them they were so beautiful. But the name didn't fit what you saw because - the rat 

shack? Well, I loved the rat shack. You imagine rats being that large and beautiful? 
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Were they from America? 

I have no idea where thev were from TfTi^, u 
m" lt 1 knew where they were from, I probably have forgotten. 

Were they testing the rats? 

I don't know. I guess that was secret also, which made me believe that it was secret and they 
probably were doing something. 

When I did go to work there I worked as - then they pu, me in the repository department 

and I learned how to open and close repositories, all kinds of - I don't know how to explain a 

repository except it's a large safe. I'll have to look that up. I really don't know the defmition of a 

repository except a very large safe and very complicated ways to get in them. 

Was there a lot of security? 

Yes. Oh, yes, lots of security. And we kept documents in there that probably are still secure. It 

was so secret. I guess that's why it took so long. They knew what they were going to do with me. 

About a year in the repository department I went to work for the division called L-6, L as 

in Livermore, L-6 division, which was the engineering and construction division. And our men 

went out to discover sites where they could maybe conduct new tests for the physicists. And I 

know one of the places they went to was up to Alaska. And that was very interesting to me 

because we would make the arrangements for them to go to Alaska and back. I don't recall the 

names of the places in Alaska now, but it was far, far up, farther than any of us had ever gone, 

which makes me think of the first time that I went to Europe. The airplanes stopped in Alaska to 

refuel because at that time they couldn't go all the way to Europe without refueling. And we 

stopped at a place that was all ice. The runway was ice. When we got out of the airplane ~ while 

they were refueling we got out of the airplane and we went through a walkway that we had to hold 

on to bars, handrails I guess you'd call them. And the ice was over our heads. And we'd walk into 

this place that was made out of wood. I think part of it was in Russia and part was in Alaska. 

Perhaps later on the name will come to me, but right now I can't think of it. 

When was your first trip to Europe? When did you do this? 

That was my first trip to Europe. 

Was that while you were still living in Livermore? 

Yes, it's while we were living in Livermore. We finally had a vacation and we went to Europe. I 
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took all these pictures. Actually we stopped in England. And we went to all the countries we 

could at that time. Our first was England. And then we went to France and Italy and Spain and 

just a quick trip to most of the countries that we had time for at that time. 

Did you take a train around Europe once you got there or did you fly in between the 
countries? 

Oh, no. Actually we took both. We took a train. After we got across the ocean from England to 

Europe, we made that part on a plane. However, I've been on their new - well, new. It's probably 

about 15 years old now. But now they have a train that goes under the ocean. And I've been on 

that, which is a wonderful trip. But one thing I can remember, you know, we always drove 

Jaguars. And from England we went to the Jaguar factory, which was in Coventry. And at that 

time I had a new coat. It was leather. It was all white. Oh, it was the most beautiful coat. And 

actually, you know, I just gave that coat away. But I had lots of adventures in that coat. That 

train « we went on the train in England from - the main town in England is --
London? 

London. We went from London to Coventry on the train. Of course, those trains were made to go 

by black coal. The trains were run by black coal. And that coal soot was everywhere. And by the 

time we got to Coventry, that white coat - well, it wasn't black, but it was almost black. It had 

turned sooty white, sooty white because of the black coal. 

Were your children with you on this trip? 

No. We went by ourselves. It was the first time that we had ever been on a vacation by ourselves 
really. 

I 

What were some of the other highlights? 

Oh, I loved the things that most tourists when they first start traveling that they go to see. We saw 

the Tower of London, the Queen's jewels. And, of course, in France we went to the Folly Bergere, 

the Arc de Triomphe, and the usual things. And, of course, we saw all the museums. And I loved 

it. Everyone should do that first because then they know where to go back to and stay longer. 

How long were you traveling? 

Oh, we just had vacation time. It was probably four weeks, no more than four weeks. 

How was the food where you were? 
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Oh, the food well, you know, when you're a housewife and working, you don't have too much to 

say about the food, just regular food. But there, of course, when you didn't have to cook and do 

dishes yourself, it was terrific. It was terrific. I love to eat out anyway. I just love to eat out. 

Was it the first time you were able to use your French in a French speaking country? 

Yes. Well, no. Actually when we lived in — when we were first married we lived in San Leandro. 

And we had a little house out back that was a guesthouse. And we rented it. And the guesthouse, 

our tenants, they had just come from the army. It was a man from the army who had just retired — 

and he was working in Oakland - and his wife. And his wife he had met in Belgium. And she 

spoke no English. And so she and I spoke French all the time. And that's how I guess you would 

say I perfected my French. But you really have to use it all the time. I couldn't say that I speak 

French anymore because I don't. But at that time I spoke French I would say fluently. 

Is there anything else you wanted to tell me about Livermore? 

Well, let's see. In Livermore everyone that worked at the radiation laboratory bought homes in 

Livermore. It was a very small community. Of course, the kids swam. That was about the only 

sports that they had there. Oh, baseball. 

What else about your job in the L-6? 

Oh, my goodness after L-6 division? Let's see. There was the repository and then I went to L-6. 

Then I moved to where I met the physicist who really did the work. I worked for Louie Wouters. 

That's Louis, L-O-U-I-S. They called him Louie. Wouters, W-O-U-T-E-R-S. He was the 

physicist who would — would I say manufacture or work with the other physicists to see what kind 

of tests they needed for the Atomic Energy Commission, the AEC. And then after the tests were 

done they would see how the tests did and what they learned from it. Of course, that was all very, 

very secret. It was as secret as you can get, probably still secret. And I worked then for another 

couple of physicists who Louie Wouters loaned me out to. 

What type of work were you doing for them? 

Well, I did I guess you call it secretarial work. It was actually not translating because we didn't do 

Russian and French. We just did English. And we would type up their findings. There was Louie 

Wouters personal secretary who did a lot of for him. Her name was Yvette — I've forgotten her 

last name. We would type up all of their findings, which were very secret, and take them to other 
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physicists and tell them what Louie said. And then we would take them to the repository. The 

one thinB that we had to do was make sure everything, absolutely every scrap of paper at that time 

had to be - we didn't have so many shredders at that time. We had bum piles. Make sure 

everything was burned and shredded and the things we were working on were locked up in the 
repositories. 

And that s when I actually moved to Las Vegas. At one time they loaned me to the Atomic 

Energy Commission. I set up their files on the Pacific Proving Grounds and actually made up 

their repositories because I knew all about repositories at that time. I guess I was just secret. I 

was their biggest secret person I guess who worked for them. By biggest I don't mean in size. I 

mean the most number of secrets. I'll put it that way. Until I worked with the French Atomic 

Energy Commission. So that'll be for Las Vegas interview. 

Why don't you tell me about your boat in Livermore? 

I just thought of something else. You know, because Duke was on a boat during World War II ~ 

and I think I told you about his bringing the first load of copra to the United States from the 

Philippines. Of course, he was a radio operator on a boat. We loved boats. So when we could 

manage it we bought a boat. The largest one that we could afford. It was a 28-foot Owens, which 

was one that we could sleep in and use for weekends. So the boat we kept at a little place on the 

Sacramento River. And so on the weekends when we would have time off, we would go from 

Livermore to where we kept the boat on Sacramento River and we'd stay overnight on it on Friday 

nights and Saturday nights. And Sunday nights we'd have to come home. We loved that because 

of course the children could swim. They were excellent swimmers. Some places on the 

Sacramento River are really wide and have really big waves. 

And one thing we did on this boat was we learned to water ski. And this boat, a 28-footer, 

could go pretty fast. Of course, Duke picked out a boat that was really great. After the kids 

learned to water ski and after I learned to water ski — Duke could already water ski — then we 

started meeting friends on the river. And this boat could pull I believe it was 16 water skiers. And 

you know that takes a lot of power to pull 16 water skiers. We pulled 16 once just to see if we 

could do it. But then there are never that many water skiers all at one time to do it. So we would 

just have friends that went with us. Of course, there were four of us. And we could sleep four ~ 
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we could sleep one more person down below. And then we could sleep people if they wanted to 

brine their sleeping bags on the deck or we would come up to someplace where they could sleep 

on land. And we had a good time boating. So that boat we called — what was its name? [Aphros 
after Aphrodite]. 

It was named, I think, after a mermaid. Oh, we loved that boat. But anyway, this is how we'll get 

to Las Vegas. We wanted to bring the boat to Lake Mead. So we had to make special 

arrangements because the boat had to be pulled by a commercial company because it was 28 feet 

long and it was so wide that they had to go at a time --1 think they had to go after midnight 

because of the size of the boat. And there were a couple of places on the highway that they had to 

close off in order to bring the boat to Las Vegas. And so the boat did get to Las Vegas and it got 

on Lake Mead. There were not so many people on Lake Mead as there are now. 

But this is what happened. When the boat got to Las Vegas it was on Lake Mead. It came 

first. And then we came later. And, of course, Duke was here all the time. And he rented an 

apartment here. I guess for about six months he rented an apartment before the house was built. 

Because he was here so often, he stayed in that apartment. And I came a few times on weekends. 

And that's why when I say I don't know if I really moved here in 1958 or 1959 because I was here 

a lot in '58. They were building the house. Did I really move here in '58 or did I wait until the 

furniture came in '59? 

Anyway, when I resigned from the laboratory and came here in '59, the house wasn't 

finished. And so you know where we stayed? Out on the boat in Lake Mead. And in the daytime 

when the kids wanted to ride horses, we would come up to Twin Lakes. We had to park in the dirt 

and what is now Washington Avenue and walk up to the house, which was right across from 

Lorenzi Park. And the Nevada State Museum is there now. Actually, there was a motel there at 

the time. Then after we moved after a couple of years, the Art League took it over. And the Art 

League had their meetings there and they showed pictures over there, what used to be the motel. 

And finally, Washington Boulevard was put in and we lived on Twin Lakes Drive. We always 

remembered it as 705 Twin Lakes Drive. Not a man who is now alive who remembers that 

famous day and year. 

We always moved on - actually, the furniture came on the Fourth of July. And that's the 
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first weekend that we stayed out on the boat on Lake Mead. And we came up one day to see how 

the house was coming along. The front door was open. And Jack just reminded me the last time I 

saw him, Mom, do you remember what was in that house before we moved in? We came up to 

see it. There was no front door on the house. And do you know what? There were horses in the 

house. They were down from Lorenzi Park, at that time Twin Lakes Park. The horses had come 

up the hill and they were in our house. Wasn't that something? So we'll never forget that. The 

furniture moved. We actually moved to the boat -- on Fourth of July in 1959. But we were here 
from the 1950s to '58, also. 

What did you think about Las Vegas when you first came here? 

Oh, Las Vegas was wonderful. We knew everyone. We got so we knew everyone in Las Vegas 

because everyone was friendly. And now I'm going to the old-timers' meetings. A lot of the old 

timers are gone. There are only a few of us left. And we still meet and think about the good old 

days when you could leave the doors open. Everyone knew everyone else. Every place you went 

downtown you'd say hello to everyone. What a magnificent town this was. I guess it still is but in 

a completely different way. It's completely different. At the time I could not even imagine all the 

high rise buildings we had. The highest one was I believe at the Desert Inn. And it was two 

stories high and they had a third story. We used to go dancing on that third floor. That was as 

high as it was all over Las Vegas until they started — except for downtown. No. Downtown there 

were high rises. But still they were not very high. So that was Las Vegas when we came here 

permanently and our new house with the horses in it. 

When you saw the horses, did you go and shoo them out? 

Yes. Oh, the kids, they even knew the horses because they had been riding the horses. Yes. But 

they loved the horses. But not long after that the horses were gone and that was the end of the 

horses. 

When was your house completed? 

Oh, let me see. Let's see. That was July. I believe at that time they started to school in 

September. I believe it was completed in September when school started. 

What school did your children go to? 

There was a school called Twin Lakes School. Shelly went to - she was in the first class at -My 
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daughter s high school was Western High School. That high school was new. My daughter 

Michelle, Shelly, was in the very first class at Western High School. And she knew all the kids 

there. But at that time my husband, Duke, and I were not together anymore. And so I wanted her 

to eo to a she spoke French so well I wanted her to go to a school in Switzerland. Her high 

school French teacher helped me choose. So we chose a school at Lake Neuchatel. It was a 

private school. Switzerland at Lake Neuchatel. And that's what it was called. La Chate le Nay 

was the name of the school and it was at Lake Neuchatel. Should I spell it for you? 
If you'd like. 

Neuchatel is spelled capital N-E-U-C-H-A-T-E-L, just like it sounds, Neuchatel. Yes, Lake 

Neuchatel. It was a private school just for girls. 

Jack, because he did not speak French, went to - we chose a school for him. It was a 

private school just outside of Paris. And it was called the English School of Paris. 

Let me go back. Shelly was the first class at Western High School. 

Now, this was your first year in Las Vegas, first school year? 

Yes, very first schools in Las Vegas. Right. 

How did she like the high school? 

She liked the high school. But she was interested in going to a private school. She did not like to 

leave her friends. And, of course, at that time she was a very good swimmer. And as I told you 

before when she went to La Chate le Nay, she spoke - that way she got to speak three languages 

besides English. She spoke French, German and Italian. When she got here she used to go on 

vacations with us and she used to go to all the hotels and go down to the kitchen because they 

always had people who spoke different languages -- French, German and Italian -- so she could 

keep it up because she was like Jeffery. He's 20 years younger than the other children. So she 

was very good at languages. So she spoke all of them. 

How did Jack like school? 

He didn't like it so well. You know, I was just able to afford to send them to school. And I 

couldn't go with them to put them in school. Actually, at that age they were old enough I thought 

to go on the planes by themselves. And so they went separately. Jack stayed with a family. I 

thought that would be best for him to stay with a family that spoke French. So he was not far from 
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the English School of Paris. It was in a little town just outside of Paris. And he told me later that 

he didn t have a bedroom. They put him down in a little room. It was like in the basement. And 
he didnt like it. It was a little, tiny room. 

And Shelly had gone to visit him. They couldn't come home for Christmas because we 

couldnt afford to ~ I couldnt afford to send them back and forth by plane, both of them. Fares on 

the airplanes at that time were more expensive than they are now. And so they couldn't come 

home for Christmas and go back to school. So we made arrangements for Shelly to go from 

Switzerland to Paris on the train and stay with Jack. And when she told me the room he was in, he 

was in a little, tiny room just big enough for a bed. Of course, he didn't like it very well. So he 

didn't like his school very well. He liked the part that - he liked school. It was fine because they 

spoke English. But he didn't like where he stayed very well. 

One thing that Shelly loved about it, though, let me tell you. She spoke French so well she 

didnt have any accent. And what she liked to do was to — the school, La Chate le Nay, took her to 

the main city in Switzerland, which was — 

Geneva? 

Geneva. Oh, there they called it Geneva. They took her to Geneva. She got on the train. And 

then she went to Paris. And then she went on the bus from Paris out to where his house and 

school were. However, she would dress like -- at that time Europeans dressed differently than 

Americans. So she would dress like a Swiss girl. And she would only speak French so they 

would think she was French or Swiss. And she loved to do that on the trains because she found 

that people would say things in English and they didn't think she would understand. And she 

loved to do that. She pretended like she didn't understand English. And they would make remarks 

about, oh, things how she was dressed or things in English that normally you wouldn't say in front 

of someone who spoke your language. And she loved to do that. It was fun. 

Kind of a game. 

It was a game for her. It really was. 

But when she told me about where Jack stayed, he only went the one year and then he 

came home because he didn't like that house. You know, strangely enough one of the daughters 

from that house came to visit me later on. And she stayed two days with me here in Las Vegas 
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And she told about how her house was and how it was where she lived and everything. But she 

didnt say anything about the room that Jack had. I think what they did is they boarded kids at 

school. And he probably got the worst room down in the basement with only one bed in it and 

you could hardly get in. So I don't blame him for not liking it. That was my fault. It was a fault 

because I couldn't go there and see. So it was my fault that it was like that. 

Now, you said before you sent your kids to school, you and Duke had split up? 

Well, actually he left EG&G. He went to Connecticut. But, you know, he had a heart problem. 

One part I didn t tell you that I'll go back and tell you now. After he and Louie Alvarez did that 

instrument landing system, he wanted to learn how to fly an airplane. And I guess that was one of 

my first interests in it because I wanted to fly also. But we could only afford one person taking 

flying lessons. It was very expensive then. It's still expensive now. And so he was working on 

this project. And so we thought that he should be the one to learn to fly and I would learn to fly 

after. However, when he learned to fly, he took his medical examination and found he had a heart 

problem. And so he did not get his license because he could not pass his physical because of his 

heart. Well, when he went to Connecticut he died. 

What did he go to Connecticut for? 

He went to work for -- another one of his side jobs was working for the Phelps Dodge Copper 

Company. And he went to work for Phelps Dodge because he thought he could get a bigger 

salary, which he did get a bigger salary. And before he left he bought me a new Jaguar, which I 

liked very much. And he went to Connecticut. 

Did you guys split up before he went to Connecticut? 

Yes. Kind of all at the same time rather because we didn't agree on a lot of things. I did go to 

Connecticut once or twice with him to see about the job, but it didn't work out. Meanwhile I just 

told people he died. A lot of his friends that he worked with at EG&G knew it. So that was just 

the end of that. So then I was by myself. 

Did he have a heart attack? 

Yes, he did. But that's one reason that I didn't learn to fly early on is because he learned to fly. 

And then he couldn't pass his medical. But, you know, we did not know it, but his family had 

heart problems. His sister had a baby who had a heart rate that was so fast that that baby only 

47 



lived a short time because of a fast heartbeat. And Duke had a very fast heartbeat also. He 

probably lived his whole lifetime — he was so brilliant and bright and did so many things that I 
guess he lived his life just a short time. 

When did he pass away? 

Well, shortly after he went to Connecticut, which was — The early 60s is when he went to 
Connecticut. 

So you two weren't in Vegas together very long, then. 

Yes. We were here about --No. Well, we were here actually on and off from 1950 until 1961. 

Yeah, the house was finished building in 1959. Sixty, '61. Yeah, we were in that house. 

What were you doing in Vegas? Did you take a job? 

Yes, I did. The radiation laboratory didn't need anyone in Las Vegas at that time. That's why I 

resigned actually and didn't come here with the radiation laboratory. I took a job with Holmes & 

Narver. Holmes & Narver took care of the Test Site at that time, the NTS, Nevada Test Site. 

They were the prime contractors at Nevada Test Site, Holmes & Narver. 

What kind of work did they do? 

They were engineering construction company. They had big projects all over the world. They 

had a contract I know about in Egypt. They were the largest contractors in the United States and 

all over the world, actually, at that time, engineering construction firm. And I was an 

administrative assistant to Pat Ryan, who was the head of Holmes & Narver at that time. Is that 

all? Let's see. I took you up to ~ 

When you were working at the Nevada Test Site, is that about the time that you took up 
flying? 

The Test Site was working full blast trying to get ready for atomic tests that they had there. We 

worked seven days a week and overtime, which was actually good for me because I had Shelly 

and Jack in school in Europe. So I worked all the overtime that I could. When we weren't so busy 

and I had Sundays off, I started flying. And then it was a few years later until I got my license 

because I didn't have time to go practice. At that time I had to go to ground school. So I went to 

ground school at night. I worked during the daytime out at the Test Site. 

And out at the Test Site there were no big highways. There were only two lane highways 
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at that time. We had no buses. We went in carpools. We took turns. There were four of us in a 

carpool from Holmes & Narver. The man who headed Holmes & Narver, he stayed out at the Test 

Site. But there were three other people besides me. And we rode in a car pool. As I recall we 

drove 85 miles an hour to get out to the Test Site on this two lane road, which I understand is not 

so anymore. They have buses and airplanes, all kinds of transportation out to the Test Site. 

Now, tell me a little bit about ground school. What was that like? 

Oh, ground school - oh. Ground school, when I had time off, was great. I had taken ground 

school lessons at night. But when we got to doing reading of charts, aviation charts, we had to 

learn how to do wind triangles. I thought I could never do that because there were no computers 

at that time. We only had to do ~ we had to use a map. I thought I could not use the map. But 

they had these little computers — they weren't like the computers we have now. But we had little 

computers that were like on a 12-inch « 

Screen? 

No, not a screen. We didn't have screens then. We had 12-inch rulers. And we used the rulers. 

And I got through it. I did wind triangles. But the first night that I went out for the wind triangle 

lesson was ~ we had these long tables put together so we could put all the charts out and do wind 

triangles. Well, there was a person on each side of these long desks. And on the other side who 

should I meet but this Dr.[James] McMillan that I had been sending our surveyors to. 

What do you mean by sending your surveyors to? 

Well, when I worked out at the Test Site, we had these big survey crews. And someone always 

had to go to the dentist. We were working seven days a week as I said. And they couldn't take 

time off. When we worked we worked and surveyors didn't take time off either. We didn't take 

time off nor did the surveyors. So I had heard about this Dr. McMillan. He was the only dentist -

there were only a few dentists in town. But this Dr. McMillan would come to his office or stay 

later at night for the people who worked out at the Test Site, which was great. And I had heard 

about this Dr. McMillan. So I said to these surveyors you need to go to this Dr. McMillan. He's 

the only dentist in town that would stay for you or come back into his office if it was very late. So 

he was this dentist that did that. 

Is that the dentist you went to as well? 
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No. Not then, no. I had never been to this dentist. I had only heard about him. But when I went 

to do the wind triangles on the charts at night, who was my partner across the table but this 

wonderful Dr. McMillan that stayed for all the surveyors. So that's when I met Dr. McMillan. 

What is a wind triangle? 

Oh, a wind triangle is something that you have to do to learn how the wind affects your airplane 

when you re flying. It s like the wind is coming one way, you're flying another and you have to 

figure out what -- you d have to figure out the angle that you would go to get to where you're 

going if the wind is blowing on your one side and you're going another side and it's not really 

where you re going. But you had to know how to figure a wind triangle to get there and how the 

wind affected you. 

When I met this wonderful Dr. McMillan — let me tell you a story. At that time I was 

staying by myself in my house. My children were away at school and my brother Jim stayed with 

me. My brother's name was James Stever, James Carlo Stever, Jim. He passed away a couple of 

years ago. And I really, really miss him because every time he would come from somewhere he 

would stay with me. He stayed with me in San Leandro. He stayed with us in Livermore. He 

stayed with us in Las Vegas. But this one time he stayed with me in Las Vegas he needed to go to 

the dentist. So I told him like I did the surveyors; you need to go see this Dr. McMillan. So he 

went to this Dr. McMillan. I don't recall his tooth problem. But he went to see the dentist, 

Dr. McMillan. When he came home I asked him, well, this doctor that I sent you to, how was he? 

The surveyors said that he was really good. So what did you think of him? He said, Marie, he 

was great. But you didn't tell me he was black. I said, Jim, I didn't know he was black. I sent 

these guys to the dentist, but I did not know he was black. 

So when I met this Dr. McMillan out at the airport I found that he was also taking flying 

lessons and he also drove a sports car — what he thought was a sports car. Of course, I drove a 

Jaguars. And he drove a Corvette, but it was — I didn't call that a sports car. A Corvette wasn't a 

sports car. Only cars that drove the (Megamillia) and the big cars in Europe were sports cars. 

My name is Kelli Luchs. I'm interviewing Marie McMillan at her home in Las Vegas, 

Nevada. This is the third interview that we've done. The last interview left off with Marie 

McMillan at ground school studying wind triangles and she just sat down and met Dr. James 
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McMillan across the table from her. 

Marie, do you want to tell me about the first day you and Dr. McMillan met? 

Yes. First of all, our classes were held at night. And this was after work at night. When we went 

in to study on how to do wind triangles, I was quite nervous because I didn't think that I could do 

the mathematics. But, you know, it wasn't hard. So when I went in I sat down. Several tables 

were put together and were really long because we had these air charts out. And across the table 

from me ~ there were always two to a table so we could utilize both sides of the table. So when I 

went in across the table was this handsome, handsome man. And I thought who is this fellow? 

And so actually we said hi. We introduced ourselves. He said he was Dr. McMillan. And 

I said, well, my name is Marie Daly and, you know, I know your name because I had sent all of 

these surveyors that worked for Holmes & Narver to you because we understood that you were the 

only dentist who stayed open at night, you know, who could accommodate them because we were 

just so busy working out there. He said yes, I know. He said, well, I want to thank you for doing 

that. He said I m glad to meet you. And I said, well, I'm so, so happy to meet you. 

Then we talked about our flying. And he said he had a Cessna airplane. And he told me 

that he d been flying for a while, but he hadn't got his private license because we had to take this 

federal aviation administration examination before we could fly FAA instructor and get our 

license. I told him that I had a Piper Super Cruiser that I owned with someone else. The Piper 

Super Cruiser used to tow gliders, actually. It originally had a 65 horsepower engine. But the 

engine had been changed to have more horsepower. So now it had a hundred horsepower engine 

in it. And we laughed about that. He was very impressed because he said, well, I understand 

that -- he said I have never flown one, but I do understand that they're very difficult to fly because 

they're tail draggers. Now, you know, a tail dragger is an airplane that has three wheels, but it has 

one on the tail instead of on the front. And they're difficult to steer. So we talked about that. And 

he knew lots and lots about airplanes. He had been taking lessons ~ he flew out of McCarran 

mostly. When I had been flying, I had been flying out of the North Las Vegas, which at that time 

was called Thunderbird Field. But I was so, so impressed with him. But he was so handsome and 

he spoke so well. He knew so much about flying. We were intrigued with each other right off the 

bat. 
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So after class we went outside and we just kept talking to each other. We just couldn't 

break away. We were just enthralled with each other. We went outside. And what do you know? 

He said you drive a sports car? And I said, yes, I do. Of course, I had a Jaguar at that time. It was 

a new one. He was very impressed with that. And he says, well, I drive a sports car also. And he 

showed me. You know what he drove? He drove a Corvette. And I said to him you drive a 

Corvette and you call that a sports car? Well, I can't remember what I called it to him, but it was 

an American — to me it was not a sports car. And I made fun of his car because it was not a sports 

car or a racecar to me. Actually, the only cars that I thought were sports cars were ones made in 

Europe, ones that drove in all the big races. 

So he said to me, you know, let's go race these cars. At that time there was nothing out 

next to Thunderbird Field. You know where Craig Road is now. It was just desert. It was just 

smooth desert. So we went out there and we raced our cars. And each time that we went to class 

after class we would go race our cars. And I could always beat him. And he laughed at that. He 

thought that was so funny. He said no woman has ever beaten me in this car. But I said no, you 

know, that s not a sports car; that's the reason. Of course, I had learned to drive fast and really 

well in Europe. And I loved Jaguars. So he wanted to drive my car. So I showed him how to 

drive the car. Of course, they were all stick shift cars at that time. He loved my car. Actually, 

later on after we were married, he got so he drove Jaguars also. And the last car is still sitting in 

the garage and was the last eight cylinder car that Jaguar made. Now Ford makes them. But then 

they were made in England. He wanted to know how I knew so much about them because I had 

been to England and I had been to Coventry where they manufacture the cars. I'll tell you about 

that later. And I told him all about it. He thought that was great. So we loved cars. 

And we loved airplanes. He knew much more about airplanes than I did. I still don't know 

a lot about airplanes. I know a lot about the ones that I flew. 

When did you buy your first plane? And you said you co owned it with someone? 

Yes. I co owned my airplane with the pilot that flew commercially for EG&G. That's Edgerton 

Germeshausen & Grier, who did the timing and firing for all the tests out at the Test Site. He and 

I owned this little plane together. We used to take that plane — there was not so much airplane 

traffic at that time. We used to take it and land on a little place above Lake Mead. We'd land it 
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out at the dry lakebed over by Boulder City. 

His name was Jack Knight in case you want to know. He's deceased now. But when we 

were out at the Test Site, he would bring the hot air balloons out to the dry lakebed. They were 

one man balloons. He always said if he brought the FAA man out there when we flew them, we'd 

have our balloon license. He never brought the guy out. But we had fun flying them because they 

were very small. They were like sitting in a swing. On each side they had little canisters. We 

would turn that on, the fire would come out, heat up the air and it would go up. You'd let loose of 

the handles on the canisters. There was no more hot air and it would come down. They were very 

easy to fly. I got my balloon license later on. But that was the first balloon lessons that I got. 

McMillan, he never went out to the balloon places with us. But we had fun. 

Let me get back to the Thunderbird Field. We just were enamored with each other. He 

asked me to go out. Of course, I wanted to go out with this handsome man who spoke so well and 

was so interested in my life. And I was very, very interested in his life. Everything that we talked 

about and did together was just absolutely wonderful. It was just -- we were intrigued with each 

other right from the very first moment that we had ever met. We loved to do the same things 

together. It turned out we had a lifetime together. We just made it - it was the most beautiful 

thing that had ever happened to me. 

When he asked you out, did you go with him on a date, then? What did you guys do on your 
first date? 

Oh. Well, on our very first date -- I can't remember our very first date. I can tell you all the things 

we did together. He would pick me up. Of course, he always drove around town with the top 

down. Las Vegas, you know, is a town that you can always « we hardly have any rain. And so 

we can drive with the top down all the time. The Jaguar I had at the time was -- the top did not go 

down. So we always went in his Corvette. The top was always down. What intrigued me was 

we'd go to a hotel on the Strip, we'd just drive up and the valets « everyone knew him. We would 

drive up and the valets would say, hi, Doc, and just take the car and we'd run inside. Now you 

have to wait in line to even get to the valets. We'd go from that hotel to another hotel. We loved 

to gamble. I had no idea, as I said before, actually who he was. I had no idea how he knew all of 

these people. He was really checking at the hotels to see who was working, how many black 
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people the hotels hired, what kinds of positions they were in. 

Around what year was this? Around what time period are we looking at? 

Oh, this was — let s see. This would have been about 1961, '62. Yes. 

Were you still working at the Nevada Test Site during this time? 

Yes, I was still working at the Nevada Test Site. I worked for Holmes & Narver as I said before. 

I was an administrative assistant to Pat Ryan. Holmes & Narver was a prime contractor out at the 
Test Site. 

And you both kept taking flying lessons at night? 

No. I didn t take flying lessons at night. We went to ground school at night. But when we weren't 

so busy, then I would take my flying lessons on Sunday - usually Saturday or Sunday depending 
upon what day I had off. 

Now, could both you and Dr. McMillan fly before you attended ground school? 

No. We didnt have our private licenses at that time. We were going to ground school so we 

could get our private licenses. When we took our examinations, our FAA examinations, our 

written examinations, he passed his and I didn't pass mine. So he helped me with that. And I had 

to take it again. I had to take the examination twice. He took his first and he passed. Then he got 

his private license. And I did not get my private license. I got my private license it was almost ten 

years later because I was so busy that I didn't have time to do all that I had to do, all the flying I 

needed to do to get my private license. 

Tell me more about all the dates you and Dr. McMillan had on the Strip. 

Oh, yes, I do want to tell you. He took me places. He'd ask me where I wanted to go. I had never 

been out on the Strip except to see a few shows because I had been back and forth to Las Vegas 

lots of times before I moved here, but I would just be here for a weekend and I would see a show. 

I had always wanted to sit up to a bar. I led a very, very quiet life with my parents. And nice girls 

or nice ladies didn't sit at bars. I always wanted to sit up to a bar in a high chair to a bar. So he 

took me up and sat me up on a high bar. I thought that was great. 

Then also he took me to see heavyweight fights. Oh, I couldn't believe it. I couldn't 

believe that I was at the fights at that time, the big heavyweight fights. I remember we saw one 

with Muhammad Ali and ~ is it Sonny Liston? One of the fights that we saw at the Las Vegas 
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Convention Center was the world heavyweight champion fight, actually Cassius Clay and Floyd 

atterson. Cassius Clay then was called Muhammad Ali. Oh, was that a fight. I couldn't believe 

it. He had the best tickets in town. I couldn't believe that we sat right up front. The tickets — 

we re talking about a long time ago. The tickets were $50 each, a total of a hundred dollars. To sit 

up and see that fight? I couldn t believe it. I had never seen a heavyweight fight. Besides seeing 

that wonderful fight and being right up front, we went early. I can see all the people coming in to 

see that fight. People came in, not in shorts and pants. Women were dressed up. Men were 

dressed up in suits. But what I loved to see come in were these people from Detroit. They were 

these people, these men all dressed in I guess you'd call them zoot suits. Some of them had on 

yellow suits with big yellow hats with big brims. They had on yellow suits, blue suits, purple 

suits, all colors with the hats to match with big brims. It was just like a fashion show. I had never 

seen anything like that. Oh, I couldn't believe. We would drive up to the convention center. The 

valets always knew him. Hi, Doc, you coming to see the fight? Oh, that just made me feel so 

good. And I guess it made him feel good too because we did everything together from then on. 

Whatever I wanted to see, what shows I wanted to see, we'd go see them. 

What were some of the names of the casinos you went to? 

One was the Desert Inn. Let's see. He was good friends with Moe Dalitz. Of course, the mob ran 

everything. We went to all the hotels that the mob ran. The mob ran a lot of these hotels. Mack 

knew them all. Let's see. The names of the hotels? At that time there was the Flamingo, the 

Stardust, the Desert Inn. There's so many new hotels now. Anyway, all of the main hotels that 

were on the Strip we went to. 

Who were some of the entertainers you saw? 

Well, that's another thing. He knew most of the entertainers because the entertainers came to him 

for their dental work. Also we had real full-time orchestras at that time. Those people playing the 

horns had to have good equilibration on their teeth. So he knew all of them. Sometimes the 

entertainers from up on the stage they would call out and say, hey, we're glad to see you. They got 

so they'd say, hey, Doc and Marie, come see us after. And we'd see the entertainers after the 

shows, which was great. I just had never done anything like that. He loved to do it. So we just 

did everything together. 
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Did Dr. McMillan have children as well? 

Yes, he did. He had a boy and a girl and I had a boy and a girl, which they were very close to age. 

Of course, my children were away at school in France. Did I tell you about that? 
Yes. 

My daughter, Michelle, was at La Chate le Nay in Switzerland. Jack was at English School of 
Paris outside of Paris, France. 

His children went to Rancho High School. After we were married his children came to 

live with us. But one of them always had to stay with his mother, who was sick. He requested 

that. They would take turns staying with us and staying with his mother because he had his house 
on the Westside on Wyatt Avenue. 

Is that where his mother stayed? 

That s where his mother and stepfather stayed. And he moved in with me at the Twin Lakes 

house. So the children would stay with McMillan and I at the Twin Lakes house. They would 

take turns staying with his mother at Wyatt Avenue. 

When did you get married? 

We got married in June of 19 - I believe it was '63. I know we've looked that up. I cannot 

remember if it was '62 or '63. 

Tell me about when he proposed. 

Oh, my goodness. Well, we talked about getting married for a few months. I almost didn't think 

that I wanted to get married again. But I think he wanted to get married again. I can't remember 

the exact time and the date that he proposed. He just said, well, let's get married. But, you know, 

this is what happened. When we did decide to get married, we went down to the courthouse at 

midnight because there was a miscegenation law that whites and blacks could not marry. You 

know, I never considered him black. I had never known anyone black before. And I didn't think 

of him as being black. So that law meant nothing to me. But we went down there at night. We 

got our license. We got our license and decided ~ it took us a week or so — a couple of weeks 

before we decided where we would get married. We ended up getting married at my home. 

Dr. Charles West was our best man. 

If there was a law against — 
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Miscegenation? 

How did you get your marriage license? 

Well, people do things that are against the law all the time. But as I look back on it I believe -- he 

knew this — I believe that law had just been changed. And he knew it. But, still, that was a big 

thing. I guess he didn't want anyone -- we knew so many people in town. We did not want it to be 

broadcast. So we waited awhile before we got married. We got married at home. 

Tell me about the day you guys got married. Were all your kids there? 

Well, my kids were away at school. But, yes, his kids were there. Jarmilla, the name of his 

daughter ~ we called her Gerry, though — she worked. And for the first part of the ceremony she 

was working. She worked at the theater downtown. 

Which theater? 

I believe there was only one theater downtown. I don't recall the name. But it was owned by the 

Katzes. Now there s — he thought that was strange because later on there were two schools 

together. There was the McMillan Elementary School and they built the Katz School right next to 

it. And for a while it was called the McMillan-Katz school. They're apart now. I didn't like that. 

I never liked that. I don't think it worked out. The schools all over the U.S. — they were trying a 

new experiment of having McMillan — having two schools together. But that didn't work out. 

And I'm glad it did not work out, really. 

Now, let's talk about Dr. McMillan a little bit. Tell me what you know about his earlier life 
before you guys met. 

He talked a lot about his earlier life. I wish I could remember all that he told about his earlier life. 

He was born in Mississippi. Oh, my goodness. And when he was about, oh, before school age, 

about four or five years old, about five or six years old, perhaps, he was with his mother riding in a 

buggy pulled by a horse. And they went by where someone was lynched. And he always 

remembered that lynching. I think all these things that happened to him caused him to be a civil 

rights person. There is a tape that I have from a radio interview that he tells about this. He tells 

about, oh, his mother was beaten across the back. Let's see if I can remember. 

His father died in the 1918 — was it 1918 flu epidemic? So he never knew his father. His 

mother, her maiden name was Gay, G-A-Y. And her mother was from the Caribbean. That was 
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his grandmother who was from the Caribbean. She was the - I guess you'd call it concubine of 

the Gay, the man who had slaves. And as long as he was alive, their family was fine. But as soon 

as the elder Gay died, they had a hard time. So his mother took him in the buggy, which he 

remembers going by the man who was lynched, and moved to New York, the east. 

Shortly after New York they moved to his mother's sister outside of Detroit, Michigan. 

Then he was raised in Michigan in a little town in the center of Detroit called Hamtramck. So he 

was raised in Hamtramck. And later on after we were married, we went to Hamtramck because he 

was inducted in Hamtramck High School Sports Hall of Fame. That was in March of 1992. He 

was a track star. And when we went to Hamtramck I met some of his friends. One of his friends 

owned a funeral home. When I met this friend he told me that he had all of these medals of 

McMillan's. I said how did you get these medals of McMillan's? Well, it turned out he was not 

only a track star, when he was in college, then, he was a football star. He played football and 
track. 

Where did he go to college? 

Well, this is a long story. He first went to college at the University of Michigan. This was while 

World War II was on. He knew he wanted to be a dentist or he wanted to be a medical doctor. 

But there was no way that he could get in. His mother knew this dentist, though, in Hamtramck or 

Detroit that could get him into Meharry Medical College. But they were only accepting dentists at 

that time. So he then went to a dental school. At Meharry Medical College they had a dental 

school. It was in Nashville, Tennessee. He worked in the summers at the Ford plant in Detroit for 

his tuition. But it almost was not enough. So he tried to get into the service, which he did. And 

so everyone at Meharry Medical College, then « then he had it easier because the United States 

Army paid their tuition and bought their uniforms and everything when they were in the service. 

When did he join the service? 

Well, when he was in college, which would have been about 1942. Let's see. Pearl Harbor was 

1941. Forty two. It was late'42 or'43 because he graduated in'44. They graduated him in three 

years because they were trying to — so he didn't work anymore in the summers because they were 

going to school all of that time so they could graduate in three years because the army wanted 

them to practice. 
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What degree did he have at the end of those three years? 

DDS, doctor of dental surgery. He had to take all of the regular examinations that you take. 

Did the army send him overseas or anywhere during World War II? 

Yes, they did. They first sent him to Fort Huachuca, which is in Arizona. It's outside of Tucson, 

Arizona. Fort Huachuca was just where they sent black medical people I believe. I think when 

they graduated they were second lieutenants. I know he got his official papers after we were 

married. At that time he was a major. I think he was a major when he came to Las Vegas. I've 

talked to several people who remember when he first came to Las Vegas. He was wearing a 

uniform because he had no civilian clothes. So they remember him as a young major coming to 

Las Vegas. In fact, I think I'll give you a picture of him when he first came to Las Vegas and it's 

when he was wearing his uniform. 

Why did Dr. McMillan move to Las Vegas? 

Why did he move to Las Vegas? Oh, my goodness. You know, there's an interview that I do want 

you to hear about how he moved to Las Vegas. You want me to tell you that story? 

Please. 

His friend Dr. West had moved to Las Vegas. W ei 1, actually before that when he got out of the 

service, he and Dr. West -- Dr. West practiced in Michigan first. They were planning to go to 

Africa because Dr. West's brother was a doctor also. And his brother went to Liberia and was --1 

don't know if he billed or was in charge of a hospital there. So McMillan and Dr. Charles West, 

they were going to Liberia to practice, in Africa. Dr. West's brother was driving a convertible and 

ran up onto a truck and was beheaded and killed. So they decided not to go at that time. That's 

when the army sent McMillan overseas. Dr. West drove back and forth to Los Angeles. He met 

his then current wife, Dotty. She was a showgirl. They married. And they married and had gone 

through Las Vegas and he wanted to practice in Las Vegas. So that's why he came to Las Vegas. 

When McMillan got out of the service, he was practicing in Detroit. One winter morning 

it was a snowy and wet and icy, raining. He was upstairs. Dentists used to always have offices 

upstairs, you know. He was upstairs in his office. He had mud in his waiting room. The weather 

was terrible. He opened his mail and here was this card they were sending around. It said come to 

Arizona; it's sunshiny here. The weather is good. And it had a picture of an orange on it with 
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beautiful weather, you know, saying what beautiful weather they had here. So he picked up the 

phone and he called Dr. West. And he said, Doctor, what's the weather like there? Dr. West said, 

oh, it s about 75 degrees, the sun is shining. McMillan said I'll be out to see you this weekend. 

And so he got on a Constellation that weekend. He came to Las Vegas. He saw Dr. West. That's 

when he decided to come here to practice. So at that time it was 1953 I believe. 

So he picked up his papers to take the examination. He took the last examination I believe 

that they gave at Nellis Air Force Base. He got his license. There's a story I need to tell you about 

getting his license, though, also. But he came here to practice in 1955. And the reason - the 

difference between the two dates is he came here in '53. Then the army said he was one day early 

in getting out. They wanted him to go back into the army, which he fought for about a year. Then 

he decided, well, he d have to serve some time. So the army took him back for a year. Then when 

he got out of the service, he came back. He already had his license here because he had got his 

license in 1953. So he came here to practice in 1955. 

Did Dr. McMillan serve in the Korean War as well, then? 

No. His son, my stepson served in the Korean War. No, he didn't. I don't believe the Korean 
s 

War. Was the Korean War in '53? No. No, I don't believe so. He didn't serve in the Korean War, 

no. It was World War II he was in India. He served in India. Oh, I started to tell you when he left 

Fort Huachuca as a lieutenant he led the - I think there were about 12 dentists at Fort Huachuca, 

black dentists. And they had him in charge. They went to Pennsylvania and they went on a ship 

to India. And he practiced in India. Then when he came back he wanted to come back on a plane. 

That's what made him short of time in serving. That's why the army kept trying to get him back 

in. So he had to go back in and serve another year. 

Now, while he was serving is it true that Dr. West helped pack Dr. McMillan up to move to 

Las Vegas or help him get ready to move to Las Vegas? 

Not really. It wasn't like that. 

First let me tell you about him getting his license. When he took the practical examination, 

it was given at Nellis Air Force Base. The State Board of Dental Examiners at that time had to ~ 

everyone had to approve the dentist that was taking the examination. McMillan did very well on 

the examination. I believe he came in first. But the dental board did not want any blacks here in 
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Marie and her Jaguar, left.  Below: Mac's 

1963 Corvette. 



Marie  and  Mac  on  the i r  wedding  day  

January 30, 1964. 

1964 photo of Marie and 

Mac.  



Son Jeff McMillan, 1968, age two. 

Below: 1969 photo at  Jarmilla McMillan's wedding. 



October 1994 photo of Marie and Mac. 



James Bates McMillan graduated from Hamtramck High 

School, Hamtramck, Michigan in 1936. 

Below: 1944 US Army portrait .  



Dr. James B. McMillan, center, President of NAACP, leads a meeting at Moulin Rouge Hotel coffee shop 

in March 1960. The meeting was held to discuss calling off civil rights demonstrations on the Strip. 

PHOTO, left to right: Woodrow Wilson, Lubertha M. Warden-Johnson, Bob Bailey, Clesse Turner 

(County Commissioner), Sheriff Butch W. W. Leypolft, Hank Greenspun (Las Vegas Sun newspaper), Dr. 

McMillan, Mayor Oran Gragson, Dr. Charles I. West, Chief of Police Ray K. Sheffer, Art Olsen (County 

Commissioner), Unknown person, Donald Clark (NAACP). 



A saddened Dr. McMillan behind his office on Nov. 22,1963, the day President John F. Kennedy was 

shot.  

Dr.  McMillan January 20,1983 

Below: Robert A. McNeal,  friend. 



Marie and Mac McMillan at the Governor's Inaugural Ball January 1983, MGM Grand Hotel. 



June 1994. Clark County School District Board of School Trustees, left to right: Howard Hollingsworth, 

Jose Solorio, Judy Witt, Dan Newburn, Lois Tarkanian, Jeffrey Burr, and James McMillan. 



1994 photo of Mac McMillan with Sentator Richard Bryan, left, and Gov. Mike O'Callaghan, right. 
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Las Vegas. So they didn t all pass him. There was one dentist on the board who was an Indian. 

His name I believe was -- I'm not sure of this. I believe it was Kwana McCall. I believe his 

daughter is practicing here now. I'm not sure about that. However, this Indian dentist - let's call 

him Kwana. Kwana McCall I believe was his name. He was on the Board of Dental Examiners. 

And he said, you know, this man has the highest grade of anyone taking this examination. Now, if 

you dont pass this man just because he s black and not because of his grade and how he passed the 

dental examination, since we all have to okay it not another person will ever pass the test in the 

state of Nevada. We'll never have another person pass this examination as long as I'm on the 

board because this man had the highest grade of all and you're not passing him. So that's how he 

got his dental license is because the Indian dentist threatened the Board of Dental Examiners that 

no one would ever pass while he was on the board if they didn't pass him. So they passed him. So 

that was in 1953. So when McMillan came in 1955, he already had his license here in 1955. 

Now, you asked if Dr. West helped him. This is what happened. While he was overseas 

Las Vegas was building a place in west Las Vegas called—it was on Wyatt Avenue. They were 

building houses there. So Dr. West bought a house for himself and he bought a house on either 

side of himself so he could rent them to entertainers. He made the arrangements for McMillan to 

buy a house across the street from his house. So he made the arrangements for McMillan's house. 

However, when McMillan came he had to sign all the papers and do all of that. He came once. 

Then Dr. West helped him rent his house to entertainers. When McMillan came here McMillan 

stayed in his own house. And the houses on each side he had control of and he rented the houses 

on each side of him to the entertainers. 

Tell me more about why he rented homes to entertainers. 

Why he did? Because the entertainers could not stay on the Strip in the hotels. They had to stay 

somewhere. They couldn't stay on the streets. So the only place they had to stay was somebody 

who would rent them houses, which was Dr. McMillan and Dr. West. 

Were these black entertainers? 

Yes. Yes. 

And that's why they couldn't stay on the Strip? 

That's correct. 
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Do you remember the names of any of these entertainers? 

Oh, yes. I think Lena Home. But Lena Home was one of the first, though, when they could stay 

on the Strip. She was one of the first to stay on the Strip. But there was Count Basie and Joe 

Williams. Oh my. There was I know Dinah Washington and Sarah Vaughan, Nat King Cole ~ 

well, all of the ones that sang at that time. But I can't remember their names now. 

That's fine. Now, can you tell me a little more about Dr. West? Dr. Charles West, was it? 
Yes, Charles I. West. Yes. 

Tell me a little about him. 

Okay. Well, he was best man at our wedding. He had a name for Mack. He called him — and I 

don't know why he called him this. He called him Methuselah. I don't know why. That was just 

his name for him. They had little pet names and they were best friends. Like I said before they 
didn't get to go to Africa. 

Oh, Dr. West. You asked if he packed things for him. No. What he did when McMillan 

first came is Dr. West had an office and was practicing at 812 West Bonanza Road. And the back 

of his office — or was it next door? He rented to Mack. So they had the same business address. 

But that's about it. 

I know Dr. West went to the best private schools in the east. I believe his mother taught 

school in - I believe he was from the Washington, D.C./Virginia area. And his father I believe 

was a doctor also. 

Let's go back to you and Dr. McMillan. What did you guys do after you got married? Tell 

me more about your lives. 

Oh, first I want to tell you about his office. I was saying about his first office, until 1965 he 

practiced and his office was at 812 West Bonanza Road, which is right next to the Moulin Rouge. 

He later had offices — he had an office on Las Vegas Boulevard. So he had two offices at one 

time, one on Las Vegas Boulevard and then on West Bonanza Road. He also had a laboratory in 

back of his office on Bonanza Road, which didn't work out too well. So he stopped that one. And 

he had a laboratory, then, next to his office on Las Vegas Boulevard. It was between Fremont 

Street downtown and Sahara avenue. It was halfway in between there. So that's about it for his 

offices. 
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Tell me more about after you had gotten married. 

Oh, we did lots and lots of — we had lots of projects. It was easier for me — I worked for Holmes 

& Narver. But they also had an office downtown on Highland Avenue. So instead of staying out 

at the Test Site after I got married, they said, okay, if you like you can work downtown at our 

downtown office, which I did for a while. Then I still worked for Holmes & Narver, but they 

loaned me to the AEC. That's the Atomic Energy Commission, which AEC had an office also on 

Highland Avenue across the street from Holmes & Narver. The Atomic Energy Commission was 

new to Las Vegas. Holmes & Narver loaned me to them so I could set up their new files on 

atomic energy on Enewetak and Bikini Atolls, which I knew a lot about because I had worked out 

at Livermore, the Livermore radiation laboratory. So I was over at the Atomic Energy 

Commission office setting up their files for about a year. 

There's a little story that I'd like to tell you. When I was at the Holmes & Narver office 

downtown, there was one of my friends ~ well, I'll call him a boyfriend. I went out with him 

years and years before that when I was in high school. He was a good friend of mine. He came to 

Las Vegas. He knew I worked for Holmes & Narver. And he came to Holmes & Narver office to 

see me. So I went out to see him. Of course, no one could come in because the clearances at that 

time. But I went out in the lobby to see him. When he was in the army he was where they search 

people. He was in » what do they call it when they're looking up people's past lives? 

Security? 

He was a security person, yes. And he was in the police department in Oakland, et cetera. But 

when he came you know what he wanted to know? He said that he had been in Las Vegas a 

couple of times. And because he was in security I guess he'd been downtown looking at marriage 

licenses. And what he wanted to know was why ~ in fact, most people come to Las Vegas, get a 

marriage license and go get married. But he wanted to know why when McMillan and I got a 

marriage license why we waited several weeks before we got married. I thought that was really 

strange, don't you? 

What did you tell him? 

Well, I don't remember what I told him. The truth, whatever it was. I told him, well, we were 

busy trying to decide where to get married and who to ask and what to do and we were arranging 
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it and it took us two or three weeks to do that. I thought that was really strange. 

So it was easier for me to do things with McMillan when I worked in downtown on 

Highland Avenue. I didn't have that hour plus to ride out to the Test Site and the hour plus to 

come home, which was about three hours a day that I would have more to spend with McMillan. 

We put in a trailer court. We named it Aloha Vegas Motor Home Court. I believe it is still 

here. That was one of our first projects. We also had a used car lot. We put in a used car lot, 

which we ran. We also were working with Jim Rogers on getting Channel 3, television station. 

We also worked on getting a charter for a bank, which we had named. We got that. There's a 

whole story behind that. 111 tell you that later. We also were buying apartments. At one time we 

had so many apartments we could hardly take care of them. The thing was we did so many things. 

McMillan had all of these ideas, which were great ideas. But he always needed someone to take 

care of them and to do the paperwork. Since I was an administrative assistant, I knew how to do 

the paperwork. He had the ideas. So we made a great couple because he had the ideas and I 

handled the paperwork. 

How long did you work for Holmes & Narver? 

Oh, my goodness. Let me see. I worked for Holmes & Narver from about 1959 to ~ well, I 

worked for them after we got married. Let's see. About five years. 

What were your children doing at this time? 

Jarmilla graduated from Rancho High School. I can remember making her dress for her prom, 

which was lots and lots of fun. I have a picture of that, her in her graduation dress. 

James worked at several places after he graduated from high school, just got miscellaneous 

jobs until he joined the army. He joined the army with his friend Robert McNeil. Robert McNeil 

just retired from the army. They were helicopter pilots. Both of them served three times in 

Vietnam. 

You asked about Mack serving in Vietnam. No. McMillan didn't serve in Vietnam, but 

his son did. Three tours of Vietnam both of them did. And how they did it was this. When they 

first joined the army, they put in that they wanted to fly helicopters. However, they weren't 

training any helicopter pilots. So after they got their initial training, the Vietnam War was strong 

then. So they served in Vietnam one tour. When they came back home, they volunteered to so 
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again because all of their friends were still in Vietnam. So they volunteered to go back. That was 

their second tour in Vietnam. They came home. Their name was up. They could get out. But 

you know what happened? Their name came up for the - to learn how to fly helicopters. Their 

name came up on the helicopter list. When they were in the army before, they had been door 

gunners on a helicopter. When they came home it was time to get out. Their name came up on 

this list. And so they signed up again for the army so they could leam to fly helicopters. So that's 

where they learned to fly helicopters. And then after you learn to fly helicopters, do you know 

what they're obligated to do? They're obligated to go to Vietnam. So their third tour in Vietnam 
was then. 

After that my stepson, James, he got out of the service. But Robert McNeil - he's my 

godson - he stayed in. He just retired a few months ago. He actually had a wonderful life 

because he never - he got all of his college training. He got a college degree while he was in the 

service. He learned to fly helicopters. He was an instructor in helicopters. He never wanted to be 

an officer. He only stayed a warrant officer because they made more money. And so now he has 

a wonderful retirement. 

He comes by here all the time. He's retired in Texas because his wife was in the army with 

him. She was a linguist. She translated because she spoke Farsi. They have two little girls. The 

first little girl is the same age as my granddaughter Jayia. And they're very, very good friends. 

What did your children do? 

My children ~ Jack, when he came home from the English School of Paris, he stayed with my 

parents in Reedley. He went to Reedley Community College and got his license as a aircraft 

mechanic. He specializes in large engines. And he has been an aircraft mechanic all of this time. 

He just retired last year at age 62. 

My daughter, Michelle, she was going to University of Connecticut. She was killed in an 

automobile accident at age 24. So that's what they did. 

Jarmilla, I don't know what — James flew for an airline I know for a while. Jarmilla I think 

works for — in fact I know she works for — is it Clark County or the State of Nevada? She just 

retired last month. 

Can you tell me what Las Vegas looked like in the early 1960s? 
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Las Vegas in the early 1960s? First of all, it was a very small - I would call it a little cowboy 

town. When you go downtown there was everything downtown that you'd want, things that aren't 

there anymore or any longer. Actually in the early 1960s — when I moved here permanently in the 

late 50s, there were about 20,000 people. In '59, early 60s, there were 25,000 people. I can 

remember the census, 25,000 people. Everyone knew everyone else. You could leave your doors 

open. You knew all your neighbors. You knew all the storeowners. You knew all the hotel 

people. You actually knew the entertainers. Of course, we knew a lot of the entertainers because 

at that time even though - after the integration, after they could go into the hotels, they still rented 

houses on the Westside because they liked it there on the Westside. It was like home to them. 

There were lots of things to do. Actually, for children the parents had to work at having 

things for the children. We started the baseball, little league baseball and the Pop Warner, 

football. One of the first games that they had was ice hockey. We had an ice hockey rink there 

that not too many people used. And we started a little ice hockey tournament deal. And the kids 

loved that. That was one of the first sports that Jeffery did was ice hockey. And then they went 

on to do baseball and football. Soccer is the big thing now, soccer and skateboarding, bicycle 

riding. But things like that weren't just automatically here. We had to work to make those things 

come in. 

There were very few hotels on the Strip. I cannot remember the names of all of them but 

the ones that I named before that the mob owned or took care of I should say. The main ones were 

the Last Frontier, the Desert Inn, the Flamingo, the Tropicana. Oh, where is it the kids play 

games? Circus Circus. Stardust. Those were the main hotels, really. I think it was the late 60s is 

when Bob Stupak came on the scene and built the tower [Stratosphere], Well, anyway Bob 

Stupak built that big tower. Then they started building the high rise hotels. 

Oh, I can remember one thing that was fun. The highest place on the Strip was the Desert 

Inn. And it was the first floor and the second floor and they had a third floor. And that's where 

you could go up and dance at night. We used to go on the highest spot in Las Vegas, the third 

floor. The top floor of the Desert Inn was the third floor. We used to go up there and dance. Oh, 

that was fun. What a good time we had. 

There were lots of things, though, to do on the outside. Most of the big things, the big 
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g d a lot of the things were at the new convention center, the big round convention center 

that now is torn down. It's a convention center, but it's nothing like it used to be. It used to be just 

one big round convention center. That's where all the fights were. Actually, we had two raceways 

here. It was called the Stardust International Raceway, which was a raceway for cars. And I have 

a copy of one of the tickets that was the first Stardust Grand Prix it was called. There were 

parking privileges. I can't remember the address for it, but it was 1965. Right on the Strip we had 

horseracing. But it only lasted about one year because it was too hot for the horses here in Las 

Vegas. But we went to the horse races and the car races. Now you have the big raceway out by 

Nellis, which is a much larger, bigger thing. Everything in Las Vegas is much larger and bigger 
now. 

The last that I heard for the population was I know we were a million people. Then it was 

a million and a half and it was climbing up to two million. But it never did get quite to two 

million. And now it s dropping off a bit. I think it's about one and three quarter million people. I 

think it's about -- it's climbing up to two million. If we didn't have this little recession or 

depression, whatever you want to call it, it would probably climb up to two million right away. 

But now I think it will take awhile. 

So those were things that we would do. And, of course, we would go swimming. There 

was always swimming down at Twin Lakes. And when the children had the swim meets, 

McMillan got to some of the hotels and the swimming team could practice in a few of the hotels, 

in their swimming pools that is. But that was late 60s, really, and early 70s. 

What did downtown Las Vegas look like? 

Downtown Las Vegas was — oh, let's see. Well, I could remember in the early 70s. A lot of 

people used to come to Las Vegas. They liked to stand outside the — was it the Fremont Hotel? I 

think it had the million dollars in front of it. And everybody liked to go stand in front of the 

million dollar display and have their picture taken in front of a million dollars. 

Oh, I do remember we used to go to all the new hotel openings also. The one I remember 

most, the most fabulous opening, was in 1966. It was Caesars Palace. That was a very opulent 

grand opening. It was really terrific. I have a friend whose father was the person who did all the 

publicity and took care of the openings at Caesars Palace. And it was great. I used to love to go 
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shopping at Caesars Palace also. Let's see what else. Well, as the new hotels opened on the Strip, 

we would go to all the openings. We would never miss one. 

Mack would always still go look to see who was employed. I can remember when he 

started getting - what do you call them? - not valet parkers, but out at the airport when he got 

them so they took the luggage in, the baggage handlers. They started their own union. And 

they re still growing strong now, the baggage handlers and the cocktail waitresses, et cetera. 

Oh, I do remember something that used to kind of irritate me, but yet it was a really good 

thing. When we would go to these hotels and we'd go see the shows, they had these little lounges 

that were really nice. People could go in and have a cocktail, listen to the music because they 

were real musicians at that time. But the cocktail waitresses all knew McMillan. And, you know, 

they would always come over to our table and they'd have their mouth open and they'd be talking 

about their dentistry, which I guess was a little irritating to me. But it was really good I suppose 

for business. Mack knew all the cocktail waitresses. And, you know, the cocktail waitresses all 

loved him. Of course, everybody loved him because no matter what he did, no matter what he did 
everybody loved him. 

I can remember one thing about him that he never, ever had anything bad to say about 

anyone. Never a bad thing to say about anyone. And I guess I'm kind of a bad person because if I 

had something that was not too complimentary on someone I would tell him that. And he'd say, 

oh, Marie, that person is really, you know, and he'd tell about how good they were. He'd bring up 

all their good points. So not only the cocktail waitresses loved him, everybody loved him. 

He had a wonderful practice because he knew everyone on the Strip and they knew him. 

And they would recommend others to come to him because he did the equilibration and he made 

the cocktail waitresses — they had to have good looking teeth and nice smiles, which he could help 

them have nice, beautiful teeth and nice smiles, and also the valet parkers and the entertainers. 

That was a good time in Las Vegas, really good time. 

What role did Dr. McMillan play in the black community? 

Oh, in the black community — well, first of all, the black community was kind of a closed 

corporation as compared to Las Vegas. For Fremont Street you'd have to go through the tunnel, 

which they called — It went from Las Vegas Boulevard through the tunnel to actually Bonanza 
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Road and to where the Moulin Rouge was. 

Did I tell you about his offices? Did I tell you he had an office there next to the Moulin 
Rouge? 

You told us about the one on West Bonanza with Dr. West. 

And then he had one on Las Vegas Boulevard also and a laboratory. I told you about that. 

Well, let s see. I told you about how Las Vegas was. Oh, the airports. McCarran Airport 

was named after our Senator Pat McCarran. The entrance to it used to be from Las Vegas 

Boulevard. The entrance to it was taken from Nellis Air Force Base and Las Vegas Boulevard. 

Then when the airport was increased and the runways were lengthened, the waiting rooms were 

moved over to the other side of the airport, which was I think Paradise Road. The entrance was all 

different then at that time. That was a little bit different. 

Of course, now they have the little trains that go from one hotel to the other. What do they 

call those trains? 

Monorails. 

Yeah, the monorail goes. I hope that they hurry up and do the monorail out to the airport, though. 

But I guess it will be awhile before they do that because when they do that it will be going to Los 

Angeles. 

Dr. McMillan actually knew everyone in the black community or everyone knew him. 

And that's one reason that he practiced until he died, until he was 82 years old. He tried to retire 

three different times. He did retire. He had retirement parties in order to quit. But people still 

wanted to call his number up there and call his office because when something happened they 

would call him because he knew everyone. Actually he knew not only the mayor and the 

governor, he knew the heads of all the hotels. He knew everyone that owned businesses on the 

West Side. 

The Westside was run by the ministers. There were ministers from every major church. 

He was very interested and a member of the Catholic Church. It was Saint Joseph's. He was 

interested in all of the churches. He has a story that he would tell about conferring with the black 

ministers when the Strip was integrated. He actually started lots of businesses and like Operation 
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Independence. 

I know in Lubertha Johnson s book she tells the complete story of Operation Independence. 

And Mack and Lubertha Johnson started that up along with Catherine Joseph. But you have to 

give credit to the people who were here long before lots of black people came here. Black people 

first came here mostly from Arkansas and Mississippi. They worked in jobs in the kitchens and as 

maids in the hotels. People way back then, 40 years before Dr. McMillan and Dr. West came 

here, they tried to organize things. I think McCants, a guy named McCants was the first president 

of the NAACP. And when Mack built that senior citizens' project, he named it after the first 

president of the NAACP. I believe his first name was Arthur, Arthur McCants. That was the first 

time that the NAACP, the national NAACP had loaned money to build a senior citizen complex in 

Las Vegas. And Mack named it after Arthur McCants. 

When was that? 

Well, that was in the late 60s. He helped to start the Voters League also, along with Alice Key, 

Catherine Joseph and — 

Before we get to that, tell me about the integration of Las Vegas. 

The integration of Las Vegas before he helped start the Voters League, the Chamber of Commerce 

and those things, before then — well, I didn't know him at that time. At the time there was 

integration, the marches and things going on ~ of course, I heard them talk about it later after we. 

were married. David Hoggard and Mack and Verlia Davis Hoggard and I, we would have 

breakfast every Sunday morning and we would talk about what was happening in Las Vegas. I 

know that Mack wrote a letter to the mayor saying that he needed to make sure that blacks were 

able to go into the hotels and eat and things like that. Well, Mack told me lots of stories of how 

the integration happened and how — actually on a CD and on the radio, he's told exactly how the 

integration did happen and how when he called off the march. He called off the march that he had 

planned because the ministers didn't think it was a good idea. And he always listened to the 

ministers. 

What march did he plan? 

He planned a march on the Strip to ~ okay. Well, after Mack wrote this letter to the mayor, he 

actually then was talking to the governor. He talked to the ministers. The ministers didn't think 

70 



that well, what he was going to do was have the march and boycott the Strip if they didn't 

integrate the Strip because blacks needed to do the same thing that everyone else did. So he got 

that all straightened out because a friend of his — his name was Oscar Krosher. And Oscar 

Krosher went back and forth to the mob, actually Moe Dalitz. And Mack said you tell Moe Dalitz 

that I'm not trying to breakdown the mob. I want to see Las Vegas succeed. That's why I want 

blacks to do everything — to be able to enter the hotels. I'm trying to help Las Vegas, not destroy 

Las Vegas. So he did. He called off this march on the Strip. He got it all straight that Oscar 

Krosher said, well, they say that integrate; they'll let blacks come in, use the Strip, try on the 

clothes, swim in the swimming pools, do everything. 

And, actually, Hank Greenspun was a person that helped him a lot. Hank Greenspun 

owned the Las Vegas Sun. He helped in the way that he reported everything not only from the 

white perspective but also from the black perspective. So McMillan and Hank Greenspun called 

this meeting to tell exactly what was going to happen. It was held at the coffee shop in the Moulin 

Rouge. They held it at the coffee shop because Mack's office ~ he'd been spending so much time 

on this he hardly had time for dental patients because he spent all his time on the Civil Rights 

Movement. 

Before he got this straightened out with Moe Dalitz, he got threatening calls at his office. 

He got threatening calls at his home. And when the children, Gerry or James, would answer the 

phone, they would threaten them. They'd say, you nigger kids, you tell that daddy of yours that 

he's going to be thrown in Lake Mead if he doesn't call off this march. We're going to shoot him. 

We're going to see that he gets thrown into Lake Mead. And you better tell him that. And they 

would get these calls all the time, every day, every night. Mack got tired of that. It got so bad at 

one time that Wilbur Jackson and Bob Bailey and all the men who were prominent in the 

community took turns standing guard around his house so nobody would come in his house to get 

him or shoot him or throw him into Lake Mead. That was the big thing was to shoot him or throw 

him into Lake Mead. It was terrifying for those children. 

And, you know, even later on after we were married, I got the same kinds of calls, but it 

was a little different. At that time it wasn't because of the integration. It was because blacks and 

whites were married. I would get these calls that say are you that white woman that's married to 
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that black dentist. He says you better stay away from that black community. You know, you're 

going to get hurt. Well, I was a afraid because my first attorney here in Las Vegas, he was -- as 

they built a high rise for the cars down in Las Vegas, the first high rise is where the cars parked. 

And my attorney had an office in that first high rise. He went and got in his car at one time. And 

because he had black clients, he opened his car door, he got in his car, he went to start it and it 

blew up. So he was the first one whose car blew up. 

So after Mack and I were married, I had a threatening call. They said, well, we're going to 

blow you up. I knew that could happen because I saw it happen. It did happen. It happened to 

my attorney. My brother, Jim, was with us at that time. And he showed me exactly how to check 

my car so it wouldn t blow up on me. And for years I would always check my car to make sure it 

wasn't wired so I wouldn't get blown up. I was really afraid of that. That was one of my big fears. 

Even after Jeff was bom I would still check my car. And I find myself even now when I open the 

car door and I put my key in the car to start it I think about that. It never leaves you. It's a very 

frightening experience to have people threaten you to blow you up. 

You asked about the community. Aside from knowing everyone in the community, when 

anything would happen in the community, anything traumatic, McMillan would get a phone call 

up at his dental office. They would tell him what happened and he would fix it. If it had to do 

with someone being handcuffed and taken to jail, he would find out what the exact circumstances 

were. He would get it all straightened out. He would get it straightened out between the police 

and the person that was arrested. And shootings, he would take care of the shootings. He always 

seemed to know the person to call to get things straightened out. He still did that, till the day he 

died he did that. He also helped people in the community. People who the churches couldn't help 

he helped. 

You know, I want to tell you a story about what happened not too long ago. It was last 

year. I had this call here in Las Vegas at my home phone. His name is still in the telephone 

directory, not mine. I had this call from this woman. I answered the phone. And she said is this 

Marie McMillan? I said yes. She said is this the wife of the Dr. McMillan, the dentist? I said yes. 

She said, well, you know, a long, long time ago he helped me. I was in bad straights. I had no 

money. I didn't know what to do. I went up to Dr. McMillan's office. He gave me help on who to 
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see and what to do. He also gave me some money to tide me over. And now I'm in pretty good 

shape. And I know Dr. McMillan is gone. I know that you must miss him. But I want you to 

know if you need any help or you need any money, I want you to call me and let me know because 

he really helped me when I really needed help. Now, this was years later. He's been dead for ten 

years. Can you imagine someone thinking about all that time and how she could help me because 

he helped her? Well, he helped everyone in the community like that with who to see or where to 

go or what to do, who, where and what. He could help them. And he did. 

Tell me about Dr. McMillan's term as president of the NAACP. 
Oh, well, that's something. 

When was he president? 

Well, when he first came here after the first year he was here they made him president of the 

NAACP. Of course, that was when the Strip integration was. I believe it was about 1960. We 

were not married at that time. In fact, I did not even know him at that time. So they voted and 

made him president of the NAACP. And that was his first term. And that was when he did the 

integration. Should I say helped with the integration or spearheaded the integration I guess? I 

think he did not want to take credit for anything. He never did take credit for anything. I think his 

word was spearheaded because he didn't do it by himself. Everyone in the community helped. It 

belonged to everyone. The ministers, there were a lot of ministers. He got information from the 

ministers, the businesspeople, the valet people, the housewives, the entertainers. He got 

information from everyone. Everyone helped to do that. Of course, had they marched on the 

Strip, that was everyone. It wasn't just him. 

So someone else was the next president of the NAACP. Then they saw that they needed 

him again. So he served a second term that they voted him as head of the NAACP. And he was 

really head of the NAACP five times. Three times I remember because we were married. It 

seemed like every time that NAACP kind of went downhill they would vote him back again. He 

was president of the NAACP five times. The first time was during the integration. The second 

time was about three years after that. The third, fourth and fifth times were during — I remember 

one time it was during the late 60s I remember because it was the first Freedom Fund Banquet I 

believe he called it and it was held at Caesars Palace. And I know they raised a great deal of 
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money. 

Tell me about that event at Caesars Palace. 

At Caesars Palace. Well, it was called a Freedom Fund Banquet. People paid money to have 

dinner. At one time they had a Black and White Ball also. 

What were some of the causes that the NAACP fought for under Dr. McMillan's lead? 
Well, they fought for civil rights. 

What were some of the programs they started? 

Well, some of the programs that they started were actually the Chamber of Commerce and the 

Voters League and the Operation Independence. But, of course, he didn't do it all by himself. 

Today's date is November 24th, 2009. This is our fourth interview. During the last 

interview we left off talking about Dr. McMillan's role in the NAACP and some of the 
programs that they sponsored. 

Marie, would you please begin by telling me more about the NAACP and the events 
and programs that they ran? 

Well, yes. First of all, I need to tell you about McMillan. But he came here and sat for his state 

dental license in 1953. But McMillan came here permanently in 1955 because he had to go back 

into the service. 

So as soon as he got here permanently after 1955, it was probably - now, I didn't know 

him at the time. But it was probably 1956, '57 or early 1958 that he became president of the 

NAACP. Now, the NAACP always elected their officers. And so the NAACP elected McMillan 

to be president because he always had these ideas and he was always coming up with these things. 

And that's what the NAACP needed and wanted was a strong force so the NAACP could do things 

with it. And at that time all over the country the NAACP was suggesting and doing things almost 

just like Mack was the head of the one in the country. 

So anyway, when he became president the first time I believe it was '57 or '58 and I believe 

that the terms lasted three years at the time. I don't know what they are now because the terms 

have changed over the years. I know officially that he was chairman twice. And then I know way 

back when someone was interviewing him he said he held successive presidencies over a period of 
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time with two more, which made a total of four. But then I know of another time when we were 

together and he was doing things he was president again. So I know he was president five times 
oftheNAACP. 

And what the NAACP did -- well, they didn't at the time. But he made it so the NAACP 

worked with all the committees of the city and the county and the state. He was the one who 

actually got the NAACP to work with those entities. And that's how McMillan knew who to 

contact and all of that because as president of the NAACP he sat in all of these meetings. And so 

in the end they always asked him to represent the Westside, which at the time the Westside was 

black Las Vegas, really. Except for a few people that owned land outside of Las Vegas, most of 

the black people or Negroes they called them at the time, the African Americans — I want to say 

we've been known as different things. Of course, I'm Caucasian. But I guess I think of myself as 

being black because I guess I was at the time that McMillan and I were married. I guess I was 

black. 

And so he implicated the NAACP with board of directors for like the Health Plan of 

Nevada and the minority business enterprises. He was chairman of the Las Vegas downtown 

citizens' budget advisory board. And then actually he was vice president of the Las Vegas 

downtown ~ the redevelopment authority. 

What did some of these projects do? 

Well, they helped — he thought blacks should be — the only way they would get ahead is being 

members and building things and be in business and all of that. He helped the black community 

be integrated with the city and county communities on their boards. That's really in a nutshell 

what he did. 

One of the main things, though, was building the senior center. The senior citizens' center 

that he built was the only time that the national NAACP funded something that the NAACP built. 

And you asked what he did, how it helped them. Everything he was associated with he made sure 

the black community was a part of it. 

Can you tell me about Operation Independence? 

Well, Operation Independence ~ actually, both he and Lubertha Johnson were the main people 

who got Operation Independence started and going strong. And as the name implies it was an 
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operation to have blacks become independent. Lubertha Johnson, though, was the person that did 

a lot. She was the one who was the head of it. McMillan always thought and he told me — 

perhaps I ve mentioned this before ~ that — and he would tell me, Marie, you can get anything 

done that you want if you don t care who gets the credit for it. And that's how he operated. All of 

these things that you hear about, really, were — he was very, very active in everything but 

especially Operation Independence. 

Can you tell me more about Lubertha Johnson? 

Yes, I can. Before he became president she was — not a minority, but a main person in the black 

community. She could see what was happening, what needed to be done and what was done was 

through Lubertha Johnson. And that's why she was so good at the Operation Independence. 

You asked what the NAACP did. One of the things that it did was start a program that 

now is called the Black History Month, which is in February. And he really got that started and 

it s become a great big thing. I know when he was alive in February all of the schools wanted him 

to come speak. And that's what I remember a lot. I went to a couple of schools with him just to 

hear him speak because, as I've said before, in his prime he was the greatest speaker in the state of 

Nevada. 

So aside from Black History Month, he first started holding — what do you call it where 

they raise money? You know, a big fundraising event at the hotels. And one of the biggest ones 

he ever had was at Caesars Palace. And it was shortly after Caesars Palace opened. Caesars 

Palace opened in 1966. Of course, we always went to the hotel openings. And that was a grand 

time. I just loved going to those hotel openings. What I really miss now at this time is going. 

There's so many new hotels now. You know, the last big opening that I remember going to was 

New York New York. And Mack always went as the director of the NAACP and make sure that 

blacks were represented in all facets of Las Vegas life. 

Were you an active member of the NAACP? 

Well, I have to answer that by saying yes and no. I didn't hold any particular jobs, but I was 

always just helping McMillan do what needed to be done. So, yes, I was active in that right. 

What were some of the things that you did to help? 

Well, called people and tell them — well, he practiced dentistry. And he couldn't call and let 
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everybody know what was done. If it wasn't talked about at and NAACP meeting, I would be the 

person to call and tell them meetings to go to and what McMillan said and what he would like 

them to do. He was very good at promoting — not promoting; that's not the word ~ at designating 

jobs for them to do. And the way he asked them to do it they always were glad to do it and then 

report it back at the NAACP meetings. Anything that he had to have written or typed at that time, 

because of course we weren't in to computers and E-mails and things like that, we did it by 

telephone. And I did all of that for him. So I was very active in being his — I can't say 

administrative assistant because Alice Key was his official administrative assistant. And she was 

very good at her job, also. 

The reason McMillan was so good is because he knew how to appoint people to do these 

jobs. And they always loved to do the jobs. Alice Key was great. And before Alice Key there 

was Lubertha Johnson. 

What were some of these jobs that he appointed? 

Well, it was ~ wait. Actually, maybe they weren't jobs. Any meeting that was held for the city or 

the county he would want someone to go be a part of that and then report back at the NAACP 

meeting. And so there was a desegregation committee that the city had and he would appoint 

someone to go to that. And then the school wanted the NAACP to be a part of ~ they had what 

they called a Partnership Association. And he would have someone go to that. Like the school 

committee would call him and say we're going to evaluate test scores and can you come? And 

he'd say, well, I'm not able to come, but Joe Blow or Mary Smith, whoever, will be there. And 

they would report back. 

And I don't know if now they are that close to the school committees. In fact, I don't 

believe they are now. But I know the new president is Frank Hawkins. And he has been very 

good in getting the NAACP going again. 

Who are some of the other leaders in the black community? 

Oh, my goodness. Some of the other leaders ~ of course, there was always David Hoggard. And 

before his wife passed away, she was I think one of the first black schoolteachers. She attended 

most of the meetings that the schoolteachers had. And you say what are some of the other -

Well, tell me a little bit more about David Hoggard. How did you know him? 
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Oh, David how did I know him? I knew him first of all because he was a friend of McMillan's 

and second of all because he did a lot of things for the community. Before he retired we went to 

breakfast with him lots on early Saturday mornings so they could just keep up with what was 

going on in the black community. And, you know, I was always surprised. I didn't know when he 

first came here he was a policeman, which was interesting. Of course, Mack at one time was vice 

chairman of the Las Vegas downtown reconstruction or redevelopment. Whenever there was a 

meeting he couldn't attend he would ask someone to go for him. 

What were some of the other — the leaders. Oh, okay. There was Dave Hoggard and Alice 
Key and — 

Tell me about Alice Key. 

Well, Alice Key was -- I guess you'd call her executive director of the NAACP when Mack was 

the president. So she did a lot of these things that I've been talking about also. Alice Key had a 

very unusual background. She used to be a dancer. 

For whom? 

I don't know. She was a dancer ~ they have the black dancers in New York City. She was one of 

those and also then when she went to Los Angeles. And then I know she also - one reason she 

was so good at writing is she worked for a newspaper in Los Angeles. Alice Key was an amazing 

woman. She did lots and lots of things. I have here something that I would like to show you 

about Alice Key if you could wait just a minute so I can find it. 

One thing that I remember about Alice Key was she did so, so many things that way back 

in I think it was about year 2004 there was a big luncheon. It was a tribute luncheon for Alice 

Key. Actually, she was, like McMillan, a living legend of Las Vegas. Her birth month was -- It 

was in March I believe. Her birthday coincided with the National Women's History Month. 

That's what it was. And she was very active in politics. That was one of her things. She belonged 

to the West Las Vegas Pioneers and she honored people. Oh, dear. She impacted many lives in 

how she helped people. She and McMillan worked together, actually. She was especially good on 

civil rights. And I think that came from writing for the newspaper in Los Angeles, really. I don't 

know when she was born. But I know her very young life when she was a dancer with that revue 

in New York City. You know, I don't know which state she was bom in, somewhere in the east. 
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It mieht have been New York or somewhere around there. But then after she was a dancer she 

went to Los Angeles. So many years she was in Los Angeles and then came to Las Vegas. 

Were you two friends, Marie? 

Yes. In fact, we are still friends. I really should be going over to see her now because she's not 

well and she s in bed most of the time. But when I go to see her, we talk about old times and 

sometimes we talk about things that nobody else knows about. 

Like what? 

Her mind is as sharp as a tack. Her mind is much better than mine. She can remember things. I 

know the last time I was over to see her ~ did I tell you this, about what she and I remembered 

about Dr. West's son? 

Tell me about it. 

Okay. Well, not Dr. West's son, really. Well, I can tell you about his sons. They were both 

adopted. But Dr. West grew up in the east. And his mother was a schoolteacher in the 

Washington, D.C. area. And Dr. West had a wonderful education. He went to private schools. I 

think he graduated from Harvard or one of those prestigious schools in the east. 

But his brother was very well educated also. And his brother went to Africa. And a lot of 

blacks went to Liberia. That was the country in Africa where a lot of blacks went. And he was in 

medicine. I don't recall if he was a doctor or not. But he started a hospital there in Liberia. 

McMillan and Dr. West were going to go there and practice when something terrible 

happened. Dr. West's brother was driving a convertible. I guess all of us used to drive 

convertibles. Dr. West did. And, of course, McMillan, everybody knew him by his convertible. 

And then I always drove convertibles. But anyway, Dr. West's brother was in Africa driving his 

convertible fast. And I guess he ran up on a truck. And, you know, it was a terrible thing. It cut 

off his head. Of course, he died there. Of course, then McMillan and Dr. West actually decided 

not to go there. Dr. West got married. McMillan was busy with the NAACP. And so as things 

turned out they didn't go to Africa to practice. I don't know what happened to the hospital. 

But Alice Key and I were remembering about how hard it was when the brother was killed. 

She would have gone to Africa also to Liberia I think with them because they were all very, very 

close friends. 



So now you want to know some of the other things, organizations besides Operation 
Independence helped people. 

Can you tell me anything about the Economic Opportunity Board? 

Yes. I don't know what to tell you because I was just kind of a part of it. 

What do you remember about it? What were their goals? 

I just remember making calls for McMillan when meetings were. And I can remember writing 

articles about it. And I can remember Alice Key writing about it and things like that. 

What were the goals of the program? 

The goals of the program were actually to make sure that blacks had an equal opportunity, as the 

name implies, Equal Opportunity Board (sic). They worked towards that. 

In what ways? Was it for jobs, housing, health care? 

All of the above — housing, education, health care, everything. Businesses mostly. 

What about the businesses? 

Well, the businesses ~ McMillan always said blacks had to come up and be part of - they had to 

own businesses and banks and things like that, which leads me to tell you about the bank. He says 

you have to own businesses; you can't always just work for someone. If the Westside and blacks 

need to grow, they need to own businesses. They need to have their own bank because the banks 

wouldn't give loans to people of color so they could buy houses. And so we needed our own bank, 

he said. I said too. 

So he started a bank. And the bank's name clearly ~ and I still have stationery from it — 

was a Citizens' State Bank. You know, I believe there's a bank now called Citizens' State Bank. 

There's a lot to know about it. I probably still have correspondence to the state banking 

committee. It was in either Carson City or Reno. I remember writing all the letters for him to that 

end. So we finally got an okay to do a bank if we could do certain things. And one was to have a 

cosponsor — there's an official name for it, but I don't recall what it was. But to have an official 

cosponsored bank. And so Mack found one that would cosponsor us. By us I mean the Citizens' 

State Bank. And it was in New York. Its head was in New York. And I do recall making a trip to 

New York to work out the details of the Citizens' State Bank and how they would cooperate with 

us. And mostly on banks it's money, how you raise your money and get your money. Banks have 
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to be pretty financially okay to go. So I remember going to that meeting. 

But let me tell you something really funny about that meeting. I recall at the meeting the 

bank owned a building in New York. And the people he had to see were the main people of that 

bank. And their operating rooms were way up on the top floor. And I remember going up there. 

They were all Caucasians, of course. There weren't black people. No blacks owned banks in New 

York or anywhere that I can recall. However, when we went up there instead of sitting into the 

meetings, which I thought I would do, the bank man we were to see - I don't know if he was 

manager, president, owner. I don't recall what his title was, but he was the man to see about 

cooperating with Citizens State Bank. Do you know I guess he did not want me to be a part of 

that meeting because he gave me some money. And I can't recall how much it was. I think it was 

a hundred dollar bill. I guess I was laughing and told him that I always had mad money. And I 

still carry around a hundred dollar bill just in case. Well anyway, he gave me some money. I 

think it was a hundred dollar bill to go out and do some shopping, which led me to believe that he 

did not want me there, of course, at that meeting. So I really think it was that he wanted - there 

were several people with him. And there McMillan was all by himself. And I think he didn't want 

somebody else on McMillan's side in making these arrangements. So I can't tell you what 

happened at that meeting except the outcome of it was they were going to be our cosponsoring 

bank. 

But I took this money that he gave me and I went shopping. And I can remember it was 

cold in New York, so cold that I went down shopping. Of course, we don't have snow here in Las 

Vegas but once in a blue moon. But there was snow on the ground. And first of all — well, not 

very first. Actually not with his money, but I bought me ~ I loved high heeled shoes. And I 

bought me a pair of high heeled shoes with fur on the top and nice and warm and cozy in the back. 

And then I went walking in my high heel furry boots. They were high heel shoes, really. 

Then there were all these hat stores, oh, beautiful little, tiny hat stores. And I was into 

hats. I loved hats. Probably it was in December. It was between I think Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. And all of the spring hats were coming out. So all these beautiful little hat stores, I 

walked up and down and looked at them. And I thought to myself -- well, I was working at the 

time. I was working for Holmes & Narver. And I was working in their downtown office. And I 
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took this time off, like vacation time, to go to New York with McMillan. Well, I took that money 

the bank man gave me and I went - oh, I couldn't resist these little hat stores. And I bought all 

these hats. I believe there were 12 hats. I believe I had ten girls working for me. And then I got a 

couple for myself. So I had about a dozen hats. And I had them put in different hatboxes. And I 

made a couple of trips back and forth to the hotel because I loved the hatboxes. When you bought 

a hat there at that time you always got it in a hatbox. So I made several trips back to the hotel. 

And I went to several hat stores, little hat stores. I wonder if they're still there. These little stores, 

they had nothing but hats. They were all spring beauties. So I bought all these hats to take to my 

friends. I should say coworkers. 

So when McMillan came from that meeting with the banker, which he was very successful, 

we went out and celebrated. But he came into the hotel room and he looked and said, my 

goodness sakes, look at all these hatboxes. Surely, Marie, you didn't buy all these hats for 

yourself. And I said, oh, no, I think about ten of them I got for my friends and coworkers and I 

just got two for myself. So he said, well, how are we going to get them home? And I said, well, 

you can think of everything to do; I guess you can figure out how to get the hats home. So all the 

hats that we could — I think I could carry ~ it depended on the size of the hatboxes. We tried to 

cram all the hats into a few hatboxes. I think we ended up with five hatboxes. And on the 

airplane I think I carried three. Of course, he didn't like to carry anything on the airplanes. But I 

talked him into carrying two on the airplane. I think we ended up with five hatboxes. 

But the reason the story is so funny is that when I got home I thought, well, I'll wear this 

hat once before I give it to Margie Smith or whatever, Miss Smith, I would wear it once. So I 

wore them all. And you know what? I ended up keeping every single hat. And the hats filled up 

one of the closets over there at Twin Lakes where we lived. And do you know I probably still 

have one of those hats left because those hats were so beautiful. They were spring hats. Isn't that 

a funny story? At least it is to me. McMillan, when he saw those hats, oh, my goodness. Oh, my. 

So we were talking about Citizens' State Bank. And so he got the loan from the 

cosponsoring bank. And when we got home we let the banking people in northern Nevada know 

that we were all set to go. And then they wanted us to raise money. I'm not sure how much it 

was. I'm thinking of, perhaps, $200,000 or something like that. But McMillan wanted all blacks 



to own the bank. And, you know, people asked what did we ever argue about. When I think 

about it we never argued about anything. I can give you one of our sample dates later on. But I 

thought if this bank was to go everybody should be able to buy stock in this bank. But Mack 

wanted it to be an all black bank. Only wanted blacks. And you know how hard it is to get lots of 

money from black people on the Westside? First of all, they didn't have that kind of money to buy 
stock in a bank. 

But we finally did. He raised the money. And probably with the banking papers are the 

names of the people and how much they wanted to subscribe for stock. And we finally got 

however much it was for the bank. 

So Mack let them know. In fact, we made a trip to Reno. And I believe we went to 

Carson City, then, for the meeting. We said now we're all set to go. And you know what they 

said? They changed their minds. They wanted to double the amount that we could get. And that 

was impossible to do. We had done everything we could to get the original amount. So we 

couldn't raise it. We had done everything. We had the papers, too, the papers that you had to 

have — is the word make a bank? Start a bank or whatever. We had those papers. And we never 

did get it going because McMillan wouldn't relent and let white people in to raise the other amount 

of money. So that was the only thing, really, we argued about. I thought that everyone should be 

able to buy stock in it. I don't recall now everything. But the bank didn't go. And years later 

someone wanted to work on it. And Mack just gave them all of our papers. And still now I see I 

believe there is a Citizens' Bank in Las Vegas. I don't know who runs it. It's not the person that he 

gave the original papers to. And I don't know whatever happened to those papers. But there was 

no Citizens' State Bank. So that was one of the things that we did, Citizens' State Bank. 

Can you tell me about the first black newspaper? Who started that? 

Well, there was a paper called — okay. The first black newspaper. I used to know who first 

owned it, but right now I don't recall the name. But McMillan and David Hoggard got a hold of it. 

And I believe that they called it The Missile. They had it for a while. I don't know if it was a year 

or so, about a year, a little over a year I believe. Because they were both working and they were 

very busy, they really didn't have time to put all that was needed in The Missile. Actually in order 

to keep up a newspaper requires quite a bit of money to put it out. They didn't charge anything for 
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it and it was kind of an expensive venture for them. 

So McMillan and Dr. West practiced in offices that were in the same building. They were 

next to each other. So Dr. West wanted to buy it. And what happened was Dr. West did buy it. 

And he changed the name to The Voice. He paid someone to write articles for it. And also the 

main thing was they got people to pay for ads in it. They started ads. And, of course, the ads paid 

for the paper at that time. And then he started charging for the paper. I think it was a nickel or a 

dime. Of course, that wasnt so good because people don't want to pay for black newspapers. 

They wanted them free. So he got more people to ~ he had some kind of a program so he would 

get more ads. And the ads paid for it. 

And that s what people mostly remember was the newspaper that was called The Voice. 

And now I think it s called the Las Vegas Sentinel Voice. And somebody bought that from Dr. 

West. Oh, I know who it was too. I don't recall the name, but I know that guy ~ or that fellow I 

guess I should say because he was so nice. When Mack died he came out. He wanted a picture of 

McMillan. And on the front page of the newspaper he had a picture of McMillan superimposed 

over the Strip. Here, let me see if — I know I have a copy of that. 

I believe now the newspaper is now called the Las Vegas Sentinel Voice. But when Mack 

died the owner of the Sentinel Voice came out to my house and picked up a picture of Mack. It's a 

picture that I love. He has on his little Scotch beret that's red that Major Kay brought him from 

Scotland that everybody knew him by. When it was wintertime he wore it all the time. In the 

summertime I would wash that little thing and reinforce the top-notch thing on the top of it. And 

he'd go back to wear it again in the winter. 

Anyway, he got this picture of him. On the front page of the Sentinel Voice he has a 

picture of Mack superimposed over the whole Strip. It had the headlines, "Hero Passes." I 

thought that was so appropriate. And then it told all about what he did. It was really a nice 

remembrance for him. 

So now we were talking The Missile, the newspaper. Well, that's really the end of it. And 

then Dr. West had it. And then he sold it to the other person. 

Who were some of the politicians that you and your husband knew? 

Well, all the ones who were around at the time. To recall the names would be very difficult for 



me. All the ones that we knew were all of the politicians. Whenever we would go somewhere we 

would see them and meet them, all the politicians. I don't recall now who they were. 

Well, can you tell me about the welfare rights movement in Las Vegas? 

The welfare rights movement was started by Ruby Duncan. She was a welfare mother. She did a 

great job in organizing it. She got all of them together. She was good. 

You asked if she split the black community. A lot of people, though, do not like or do not 

care for the way that she did it, the way she handled it. I know McMillan, as was his role to play, 

thought she did a good thing. But he did not care ~ this is my opinion of what he thought because 

he never, ever said anything bad about anyone. However, I know that he thought that she maybe 

could have handled it a little better way, a little different way. Of course, there were a lot of 

people on welfare in the black community. And, of course, they wanted to belong to her 

organization and did. And they did help her. And she did help them. I feel myself that she could 

have done it a little different way. She's a friend of mine. She still is. I see her at meetings. But 

she could have handled it a better way than she did. But there's no doubt that she did a good thing. 

It was just the way that she did it was not exactly right. 

Tell me about the way that it was wrong. What were the goals of the program? 

Oh, there are lots of things written about Ruby Duncan and her program. The goal of her program 

was for welfare rights' mothers to be acknowledged. The goal was to help welfare mothers. 

What was Dr. McMillan's role in this? How did he help? 

I believe his help on that — the welfare rights organization. I think his help was not to speak out 

anything against the welfare rights' mothers and not to speak out against Ruby Duncan because he 

thought she did a good job. It's just that he felt that she could have done it a different way. That's 

all. That's all I have to say about that. 

What can you tell me about Berkley Square? 

Well, Berkley Square was a place where they built better houses for the — could I say elite of the 

black community? Of the people who could afford and get loans for houses in the black 

community, which weren't many, usually the few business owners that there were and the doctors, 

et cetera. Before they moved to the Caucasian community, it was the black community, Berkley 

Square. And that's where McMillan had a house »two houses really or three. Actually, he rented 
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the houses on either side of his own house. And Dr. West had a couple of houses. And they were 

all in Berkley Square. That s what they called it. It was several streets, a whole little community. 

Wyatt Avenue was one of them because that's where they lived personally. That's where most of 

the entertainers stayed were in their houses before they could stay in the hotels. 

Do you still have ties to the black community? 

Yes. They re getting together an organization that represents the black community that I belong 

to. I am not into it like I was when McMillan was alive. Catherine Joseph and, of course, Alice 

Key and Sarah Knight Preddy and all of those people I keep in touch with. They invite me to 

things that happen in the black community. But I'm not over there very often, if that's what you 

mean. When their organization meets I go there and I see them out at things like the hotel 

openings, et cetera. There aren't many of us left, you know, that are between — they have a joke, 

Catherine Joseph and Alice and Sarah. They call it 70s, 80s, 90s and hundreds. That's all that's 

left. Just really 80s, 90s and hundreds. They have a joke about who is 80. Like Catherine's 80 

and Sarah is 90 and Alice Key is a hundred. They were laughing and saying, well, where do you 

fit? I said, well, I fit in the 80s. So I guess I'm with Catherine. 

I see Catherine quite a bit. She's a really good friend of mine and also the lady that has a 

sewing service. Her name is Sarah. And I'm close with her. She does sewing for me. I keep up 

with what's happening in the black community. They all keep me up on what's happening. But 

I'm not there very often. 

Tell me more about Catherine Joseph. How do you know her? Who is she? 

Catherine Joseph I know because she was a friend of McMillan's. And she also was a friend of 

Sarah's and Alice. She used to own a dress shop. But her background was she was a dancer. She 

was a dancer in New York, a dancer like Alice Key. I believe she and Alice Key danced together. 

Also, there's one other person in there, Bob Bailey's wife, Anna. And Anna Bailey I see quite 

often also. 

Is there anything else you'd like to add about Dr. McMillan's role in the black community? 

Well, yes. What I would like to add — I really have a list of things that he accomplished. And I 

would like to just tell you what they were, not that I know much about them. Like I said before he 

was president of the NAACP. I say five times, but who knows? I think one of the times he 
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stepped in when they had no leader. They had no president. And they always call him back to get 

it back up together. Anyway, that was the main thing. 

He was on the board of directors of the Health Plan of Nevada when it started going, you 

know, getting started, which was a long, long, long time ago. Anthony Marlon is the president of 

that. Of course, he made it grow big. They're big time now, the Health Plan of Nevada. It's all 

over the United States. So he was a past member of that. 

He was at one time the chairman of the governor's Commission of the Minority Business 

Enterprises. And also at one time he was director of the Clark County Boys' Club. He was 

chairman of the Las Vegas Downtown Citizens' Budget Advisory Committee. Of course, he was a 

member of the Clark County School District master plan for Excellence in Education. And vice 

chairman of the Las Vegas Downtown Redevelopment Advisory Committee. He served on the 

Clark County committees of desegregation and the school bond oversight committee. And then 

the school in the community -- the Partnership program. A member of the comprehensive master 

plan for Excellence in Education. And the test score evaluations, which I mentioned before. And 

the ATTC, the high school task force. 

In the 1992 elections he ran for the community - it was about the school integration, 

really. He wanted the community to grow, but he wanted to make sure that the black community 

was involved with all of that. So he served on those committees. 

How did your husband's work in the Civil Rights Movement affect you and your children? 

Oh, that's a good question. It really didn't affect me at all because I felt that I was part of it 

because I was always with him and always did things with him. How it affected the children — I 

didn't see any — it didn't affect them any that I knew of at the time. But as I look back on it. he 

could have gone to more things than he did. I recall when James, the boy, was in high school. He 

belonged to an organization that was oral debate. He was a part of the debating program. And 

they always had those programs in the afternoon. And Mack, aside from being gone almost every 

night to some kind of a meeting, as you can see, he couldn't close his office in the afternoon. So I 

always went to James' debating program. And things that they had at school, I went to them. I 

didn't see that it had any effect upon them because he went to all the things that he could go to that 

were handled at night. And that's for a lot of fathers. A lot of fathers have that same problem. If 
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they work in the day, they can t take off their work to go to an afternoon something at school. Of 
course, mothers usually can. 

I always worked. Actually, when I worked at the airport, they were away at college or 

they were gone out of the home at that time. So anytime that there was something in the afternoon 

when I was like working at the airport or for Holmes & Narver I would just take that time off, 

which he couldn't just close down his office and do it. So I don't think it had much of an effect on 
them. 

When we went someplace on the weekends — we were always flying. Every moment that 

we had that was extra on the weekend we flew. Of course, our son Jeff is 20 years younger than 

the other kids. And so he always went with us because he was a little tyke. He went with us. And 

the others were married or going to school or they didn't live with us any longer. They were older. 

They were 20 years older. 

Did you ever receive personal threats because of his work? 

Personal threats? Oh. Not because of his work, because of our marriage, though, yes. Oh, yes. 

That was a big thing. Perhaps I've mentioned it earlier about how they threatened to blow me up. 

My brother stayed with us one of the times -- he stayed with us lots of times, my brother Jim who 

just died a couple years ago. Throughout my lifetime he stayed with me lots. I was very close to 

my brother Jim. He showed me how to check the car. He was an aircraft mechanic. And he 

worked out at the missile site some of the times. When I was flying for records, he always 

checked my airplane. But he also could show me how to check my car to make sure that I didn't 

blow up. 

How did you check your car? 

One of very first attorneys when I came to Las Vegas was Bill Coulthard. He was one of the first 

ones whose car blew up. So I knew it could happen to not only Coulthard but to me because I was 

close to Coulthard. 

How did you check your car? 

Well, I don't want to mention that because if I told that to you people who want to blow me up 

wouldn't do that because not long ago I still got a threat. And he's been dead ten years. So I can't 

tell you that because somebody might want to blow me up and they certainly wouldn't do it the 
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way that I'm checking. 

That's fine. Is there anything else you'd like to add about Dr. McMillan's role? 

Yes, I would. Things have been written about him that I don't think I've told you about. He was a 

life member of the Nevada Dental Association. And they wrote a nice memorial about him in 

their little - not book, but little papers that they send out. They're little community affairs papers. 

And also he was in Southern Nevada Dental Society. The Nevada Dental Association is one 

thing, but there s — he belonged to all the dental societies. I'll put it that way. 

And I believe that I told you right at first he was the first licensed black dentist in the state 

of Nevada. And actually he showed others ~ it's not what he said, it's what he showed. And he 

showed others that they could rise above prejudice and oppression by being persistent in how they 

acted. And he did that. And he made inroads for blacks in the state government and the county 

government. When I was talking about the McCants' apartment complex, the NAACP, 

The senior citizens' project? 

Uh-huh. It was 115 apartments is how many apartments there were. And it's still going. And I 

think Alice Key was the first director of that after it was built. 

And he was the first black in Nevada to make a bid for the United States Senate. He 

oversaw the placement of the first black on the state's Central Democratic Committee. I guess I 

would say that he forced the integration of Las Vegas and the gaming industry. And that was his 

most recognized achievement that I'd say was that, the integration of the Las Vegas Strip. 

Were you still working for Holmes & Narver at this time? 

I worked at Holmes & Narver for about two years after we were married. Part of that time was out 

at the Test Site and part of the time was on Highland Avenue in town here. And then they loaned 

me to the Atomic Energy Commission because when I worked I was always in charge of the secret 

things. And that's why I've never talked much about that because I was always the secret person. 

You mentioned you worked for the airport for a while? 

Yes. After the kids graduated, were away from home, all but Jeff — and Jeffrey was going to 

college at the time — I worked at McCarran International Airport. And I worked there for 12 years 

and I retired from there. I worked until I was 72 years old. 

What did you do there? 
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I was a public information representative t U 
epresentative. There were about ten of us. And now I understand 

there are about 25 or 30 of thetn. Bu, a, that ,ime we staned elevators md escalator, We me, 

VIP, We filled ou, injuty, forms. We helped people ge( ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂ 

booths at the airport. Bu, the thing tha, I liked nros, of all and tha, 1 did tnostly was go ou, to the 

elementary schools and promote aviation because I was the only one with a pilot's license tha, 
worked there. And I loved that inh i 

J . And we also gave tours around the airport. The teachers who 
wanted to take their children on a tour of the airport would call me and I would take them around 

show them the airport and how aviation was - I would show them what kinds of vocations they 

could have in aviation aside from being a pilot. Everyone thinks they wan, to be a pilot, bu, there 

are lots of other jobs connected with aviation that are really nice, very good jobs. 

What were some of your business ventures you and Dr. McMillan had? 

Oh, my. I knew you would ask me that. We had so many business ventures. That's why I can't 

recall a lot of the names there were so many and so varied. 

Tell me about your involvement with TV3 and Jim Rogers. 

Well, let me tell you about some of the other things first. The other things came before that 

television station. One of the things we started up -- and most of this was to help blacks. One of 

the things that we started that was very, very good and I liked it was a used car lot. And it was on 

a space between Las Vegas and North Las Vegas right where they meet. We had that. And then 

we also had -- oh, what do you call it? It was a liquor distributorship where you distributed liquor 
to the hotels. 

Well, Mack was busy with — I didn't have much to do with it. But he took care of all the 

senior citizens' apartments, the McCants' low income apartment services that I just told you about. 

McCants was the first president of the NAACP. We had that complex. 

We started a mobile home park. It was called Aloha Vegas Mobile Home Park. 

We had apartments, quite a few apartments. I don't recall really how many, but they were 

a great number. There were about 300 apartments in one complex. It was one large complex. We 

had another complex that someone went broke and we took over. And we called that — I don't 

know if it's the street they were on or why we called it. But the name of that was Biloxi-Towbin. 

One section was Biloxi and another section was Towbin. And they were single story apartments, 
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furnished. They were divided bv a street tw u 
~ what was that? It was divided by not a street but 

more like an alley that you could drive throuvb A C 
gn. And somehow or other something had gone 

wfong when we bough, those. The .We compa„y had made „ OTOr 0„ ,ha, And instead of 

fan separately, like Biloxi in one title and Towbin in another, they made 1, all one. So we owned 
the street that was in between them AnH i t  „  

asn t supposed to be. We only bought one or the 
other. But it turned out that we owned the street in between them. 

I believe it was the bank that sued us because they wanted to do something there and they 

didn't own it. We owned it. And so there was a big court hearing on that. And it turned out tha, 

we did own it. I, wasn't our fault that they made an error, you know, the title company. So that 

was finally all straightened out. And they had to pay us for 1, because we owned it. So there was 
always something going on. 

I do want to tell you about the big 300-apartment complex. When we got that I was to 

collect rents on it. They called me the bag lady because I really had - aside from that being a 

nickname, the bag lady, I did carry a bag and I did collect the rents. And we used to laugh about 

that, the bag lady, until upstairs - and that was in the black community. And the people renting 

those apartments didn't like me to come collect the rents. And they said if I came back once more 

they were going to pour hot oil on me from upstairs. So one of the people we were connected with 

was --1 can't think of his name. We were in partnership with someone else. He was a black guy. 

They ve named a pool after him now. I'll recall the name in a few minutes I think. Anyway, then 

he started collecting the rents because we didn't want hot oil poured on me from upstairs I'll tell 

you that. So that was something. 

Well, some of the business things. I wouldn't say they were exactly business. One of the 

things that we did when we'd ride around in Mack's convertible ~ he liked to ride around and keep 

abreast of what was happening in Las Vegas. We would get in his convertible and ride around in 

all the new communities. We went to every hotel opening that there was. Of course, nothing like 

it's been the last ten years. My goodness. So I haven't gone to those openings. But we used to go 

to every hotel opening. But when we'd ride around I wanted to buy some land. So we did buy 

some land that's over by where you live now. In fact, I bought land over there, five acres. It's 

probably on part of the land that you live on. 
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In Rhodes Ranch. 

It wasn't Rhodes Ranch at the timp T T  „ , O O  •  . ,  _  
jus land. Later on Jim Rhodes wanted to buy it from 

me. He did not at that time I didn't Q,-H ;+ T U ... 
' se" "• 1 should have waited a while to sell it. But anyway I 

paid so tnuch a month. TTtafs another thing. McMillan was always very, very generous in helping 

people. And he helped people. I worked because anything that I made I could do what I wanted 
with it. One of the things I did was buv land t 

y and- 1 made payments on that land for I think five years. 
Of course, I sold it it was part of my retirement -- because it went up in value a great deal. So I 

owned land there. It was actually on what is now the corner of Fort Apache and Wigwam, 

five acres in there. Then there was another five acres that I bought that I made payments on for 

another five years on Windmill between Rainbow and Fort Apache, another five acres there. 

Actually, McMillan owned the land and built the lodge up at Mount Charleston, not the old 

lodge - there were two older lodges down below. One burned down and the other one has been 

put up since then. But he built the one that was the farthest up the hill. And it just so happened 

that the date that he opened that lodge was the day that -- it was on a weekend - we were with 

Jack down ice-skating at the old lodge. That was before it burned down. There was an ice rink 

there. And it was cold and it was in December and Jack was ice-skating. 

Michelle was in Switzerland. She was going to school. Did I tell you about she went to 

school in Switzerland and Jack went to school in France? 

Yes. 

However, at that time Jack was still here and Shelly was in school in Switzerland. 

Anyway, a few years after we were married, the lodge ~ and also there was some acreage 

connected to it, which we had the plans and we were going to do a motel there. However, we 

never did. When we went to sell it, someone that owned the hotel wanted to buy it. So we 

worked with the real estate people. There is a dental association that Mack belonged to. It's called 

the National Dental Association, which is a black association for dentists. All black dentists 

belong to it. They were having a yearly meeting in Los Angeles at that time. The attorney that we 

needed to sign the papers with ~ the papers weren't ready. So we were down there going to the 

dental association meeting for blacks. 

The reason I say that is because this is what happened. I thought it was so, so funny. We 
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had,o*.thesepapers. AndMack says, well,t0 sign^pap£rs^^^^^ 

fro. Los Angeles to sign these papers. So he said that, ali right, jus, forge, about it, eotne 
down there while you're in vour m^tinrr ™. u 

g hatever you're doing down there; you can sign the 
papers down there. And he says well T Han't 

, don t know what room I'll be staying in. He says that's all 
right, I'll find you; you're easy to find. 

So we wen, on to our meeting and he eame down there. And he walked in the hotel and he 

couldn't believe it. All there was were blaek faces. And, of course, he though, when he says 

you're easy to find, he was thinking about the dental association that are all Caucasian mostly 

Well, they're anything. But that's in his mind what he thought And when he walked in there all 

he saw - he thought we would be easy to find because Mack would be the only black dentist, 

which usually when we went places that was true. He walked in there and all there was were 

black faces. Oh. And I think he came in the middle of day. It was lunchtime or break time or 

something and it just was a coincidence that we happened to walk in the lobby and met each other 

just by coincidence. I thought that was so, so funny. Oh, 1 still laugh about that. Doesn't that 
sound funny to you? Oh. 

Well, so we sold that. So let's see. I've told you about there was the mobile home park. 

There was a used car lot. Biloxi and Towbin and the 300-apartment complex. The booze, the 

liquor sales company. What else? 

At one point did you guys invest in a casino in Nigeria? 

Oh, yes. What happened was ~ oh, aside from working at the airport - well, you know, I was 

bom in Calilornia, in the center of California. And Mack had been through California when he 

was in college. And he had always wanted to own an orange grove. So we were flying down 

there one time and he says, Marie, instead of — you know, he didn't want me to pay for that land 

that I wanted. I wanted to always just keep buying land around here. I wish I had asserted myself 

tnore. But I always liked to do what he did. He was a better businessperson than I was I think. 

Anyway, I stopped buying that land and we bought an orange grove. Not only that, then 

We bought another piece that was next to it. And on this piece of land aside from an orange grove, 
lri the middle of the orange grove was a little lake with an island on it. That was in the orange 

§rove price. So that was our center of operations in California. And, oh, it had a little cabin on it. 
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engine on it ~ 
It was so nice. We had a little boat 

boat. And we could take a little boat - i, had a little .. -
and we could go around the lake AnH+u^u-j 

. . .  n  § e  t  a t  w e n t  f r o m  t h e  o r a n g e  g r o v e  t o  t h e  i s l a n d ,  i t  
was a bridge that went up, UP un TT 

enough so we could get underneath it when we 
went around the island in our speedboat Tt 

speedboat. It was so rnce. And all around the island, all around the 
water were pine trees, beautiful pine tree* Ut+u a 

P tr6eS'llttle Pine tree*> small pine trees all around. That was 
so nice. 

Well, to we bough, another piece. We bough, another 40 acres to had nothing on i, 

bu, i, was attached to this. So all the land we kept buying was all around this until we had a large 

ranch. It had fruit on it. But this one large piece that we bought had nothing on it. So we did 

some research and we planted plums, five different types of plums because when you go to pick 

them, you see, you have to pick them at different times. Otherwise, it's too much all a, once 

handle. So we planted five different types of plums. There's red, light green, blue, yellow, dark 

green. There were red roses, queen roses, friars, e, cetera. And then we had some nectarines. 

So it got so big that I couldn't handle it all. Well, we had somebody handle it for us. And 

I would leave my job at McCairan and fly to the ranch. One of the ranch hands would pick me up, 

take me to the ranch and I'd stay overnight in our cabin on the island. We called it Christmas Tree 

Island because of the Christmas trees all around it. I would go to our ranch and Christmas Tree 

Island and I would work. And then I would go back on a Sunday afternoon, fly back to Las Vegas 

in time to go to work at McCarran. Then the next week I'd do the same thing. So I managed the 

ranch on weekends and I worked at McCarran during the week. So I really had two jobs. 

Well, when we sold the ranch — oh, and another thing that we did. Jack took a year off 

from his work to help me. We built a packinghouse on it. So Jack lived with me a year there. We 

built the packinghouse and we packed for one season. Oh, that was a job let me tell you. I took a 

vacation at one time to handle that during packing season. 

When we sold it, though, we sold it for a lot more than we paid for it. And we had a bunch 

of money. And Mack, aside from wanting orange groves, he always wanted a casino. Well, at 

that time what was for sale was called the Castaways on the Strip. We tried to buy the Castaways, 

but we never could sell it. And also what was for sale was what we now call — it's at Stateline. 

It's called Primm because the Primms owned it. And the Primms wanted to sell it. They had a 
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large family and they were having a dispute ahnnt ;• A , 
t a t v> •+ c T- ^spute about it. And one ofthePrimms, I think a cousin, 

wanted to buy it. So finally one of the Prim™ Ttn- . 
' think a cousin- took it over. And now it's Primm. 

So we d.d„ t get Pnmm either. We didn't ge, the Castaways. 

So we heard about this casinn tw , . 
at was for sale in Port Harcourt in Nigeria. So we went 

there to see it and we bought the casino in Nigeria 

What was the name of it? 

It was called the Presidential Hotel and Casino Ttv P • , TT , ana casino. It s the Presidential Hotel and Casino. So we had 
all the chips and the things made from here. Got ready to go. We got people to work there to 

manage the things. They all got passports. And do you know what? The state - what state is 
that? I've forgotten. Anyway, the political people took it over. 
In Nigeria? 

The legislature, the state government of Nigeria took it over and we had nothing. So we lost all 

that money. We came back. There's no more - I understand there's still a Presidential Hotel 

there, but there's no casino there any longer. It's gone. So we lost money on everything, really. 

We lost lots and lots of money. And we started over lots and lots of times. We had lots of 

businesses. If there are any more, I've just forgotten about them. They were small. 

Let me go back a second to the packinghouse. 

- Sure. What was the packinghouse? 

A packinghouse is when you pick fruit - well, before we built the packinghouse, I had a manager, 

a farm manager that would get crews in to pick the fruit and we'd haul it to a packing house. 

That s where they packed fruit and send it, then, to stores. For instance, when I go to stores now, 

if I go to Von's and I'm looking at oranges or nectarines or plums or whatever, I always look at the 

boxes to see where they were packed. And I still do that. 

But then we could see that the monies, the big money — we were always trying to make 

money. I guess everybody is when they're in business. We decided that we would pack our own 

fruit. So we built a packinghouse. My mother kept the books. My mother was a bookkeeper. So 

she kept the books. And the farm manager, he got the crews to pick. And we didn't have to haul 

the fruit so far. In fact, I have pictures I think of it in my album here. But we would just pack the 

fruit right there. 
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But then there s u sales organization cA T U  J  
, f . f, t, . • O I had a sales organization sell it, which was a 

friend of mine that had a big nackinan^no^ a i 
k. M t , g PaCkmgh0Use- A"d we would pack the fruit and ship them over to 
his cold storage plant. Cold storage plants are ve™ a 

^ xpensive. So we had a packinghouse, but we 
didnt have a cold storage plant. So after we nackeH r v 
, , , £ Packed the fruit> we would haul it to the cold storage 

plant. And then they would hold it there until thev sold it ^ tu . 
y id it. So that s how we took care of that. 

Does that answer your question? 

Okay. Now, what else did you want to know? 

Are you ready to talk about TV3? 

Ye, just about. I did wan, tell you. though, what happened when I was flying back and forth. 

That's how I did my firs, record because on the 75,h anniversary of powered flight I learned tha, 

they were going to have a special, special thing on the 75th anniversary. So the National 

Aeronautic Association of the United States wanted people to fly records on that date. So that's 

how I inquired and made my fust record was on the 75th anniversary of powered flight between 

Fresno, California and Las Vegas, Nevada. And that's how I got into doing records. So I'll go 
back to that later on. 

So then when we sold that that's when we did the Nigerian fiasco. Oh, and another thing I 

wanted to tell you about it on our orange grove, I did one time make a trip to Japan because I had 

heard in Japan at the airports they were selling - you know these huge, big lovely plums? That's 

called pant-a-pack where they just pack one at a time. They were selling for a dollar apiece at the 

airports. So I contacted Bank of America, which is the one who financed us through all the 

picking season. And they made arrangements to seek Bank of America in Tokyo. So I went to 

see the people in Tokyo to see if I could sell plums and oranges at the airport in Tokyo. I never 

was able to do that. But this is a long story of how I — I could write a whole book on financing 

and selling and raising fruit trees and selling fruit in Japan and all over the United States. But 

that's a whole other book. 

So after that we were home. Here came to visit us one night Jim Rogers. And Jim Rogers 

wanted to know if we would like to be part of Channel 3. Channel 3 at that time was owned by I 

believe it was Don Reynolds. Jim Rogers is an attorney. And he was getting together a group to 

file a lawsuit against Channel 3 because they were doing bad things. And what he wanted was a 
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compilation of our entire community. He wanted te 
i T . + u nt6d t0 resent our organization, Channel 3, to -

did I say to represent the entire communitv? • 
, , , . f ethnic groups and religious groups and just to --

so the whole community was affiliated with this organization. 

And. of course, Mack represented the black community. So then there was the religious 
organizations. Imno, going go throngh a,,. There were siX or seven of us. 

up the papers ,0 go to that. But there were six or seven of ns that represented the community. Of 

course, mstead of being Dr. and Mrs. James McMillan, I wanted my name in i, as a separate 
entity. And so Mack owned some SHARPY T eu some shares, I owned some shares, and the other people owned 
shares. 

s is a very long story. So 111 make it short. It ended up that we had to go to the Federal 

Communications Commission in Washington, D.C. Before we went to Washington we spent a lot 

of time listening to Channel 3 because they were doing what they call cutting. And cutting is 

when - legally by federal laws you can only have so many advertisements and they can only be so 

long. And how television stations make their money is through their advertising. We were 

listening. We all listened to different stations. All of us that belonged to the organization wrote 

down - recorded when the advertisements came on and when they went off. And cutting is when 

you cut out the regular station time to put on advertising. And that's not - see, you can't do that. 

That's against the law. So the lawsuit was about that; that they were cutting. And so we filed to 

get that station. Of course, Don Reynolds wouldn't sell it to us because he was cutting. He was 

making money doing that. And so we sued them. And the suit was in Washington, D.C. The 

Federal Communications Commission was in on it also. Of course, Mack and I were the ones who 

testified there in Washington. So it ended up that we got the station. He had to sell us the station 

because - well, actually how you get the station is you file for it with the FCC. And the FCC 

gave us the station because they were not obeying the laws. 

So you know what happened? That television station burned down and all the equipment 

with it. And when we got it we had ten days to get the equipment and get on the air. And do you 

know what it's like to try to put a television on the air? Any of the equipment that was left that 

could be utilized was worth nothing. Then we had to put out all of this money to get equipment to 

get a television station on the air I believe. It seems to me it was ten days to get on the air, which 
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was practically impossible. But anvthina tw- • 
, , ,  ,  ,  ^  8  t h a , S l m p 0 s s i b l e y ° «  ̂  m a k e  p o s s i b l e  i f  y o u  w o r k  
hard enough. So we d,d. And we go. the station and tha, was tha, 

Then after that we had to have a place to nnt th* • 
,  , .  . .  , ,  .  P  t 0  p u t  t h e  ̂ w p m e n t  w i t h i n  t e n  d a y s .  S o  w e  
bought -- it was an old ice skatins? rinV tw 
„ 1 , t u u WaS aCr0SS fr°m the in North Las Vegas 
And that s where the headquarters is now c T• & ' 
„ „ , • f „ , °W' S° J'm '°°k 46 upstairs for his law office and we took 
the downstairs for the television station AndtWc«i, • • 
, . , „ . . f d ,hat s Where " ,s today. still is, KVBC. And that 

stands tor ~ K is in front of all the nnmW, . . . . 
,, R unr, • , 01 teleV1S'°n Sta,i0ns' "'s something else for radio 

stations. But VBC is for — our name vQiia. r> j 
name Was ValIey Broadcasting Company. So KVBC is the name 

of the statton. K ,s for television and VBC is Valley Broadcasting Company. And I used to have 

a license plate on my car, KVBC. Bu, Jeff actually a couple of years ago gave tha, license plate to 
Jim Rogers. So he has it. 

Anyway, then the television station - we had all of these loans that were so great They 

were so great. Every month we had to pu, up money to pay for this equipment because we owed 

millions of dollars to get all of this television equipment. It got so finally we had to sell our 

shares. We just couldn't afford to put up money every month. 

And then a few years later, of course when all that was paid for, the television station 

became fruitful and the money multiplied. And so now the person with the KVBC license plate 

donates millions of dollars to lots of universities in Arizona, Utah, Nevada, et cetera. So that's the 

story behind KVBC, Valley Broadcasting Company. 

Speaking of universities, were you going to school during this time? 

Yes. As a matter of fact, I continued going to school until -- was it last year or something, if you 

want to look over there? I got my certificate in gerontology. Well, after 50 years I got my degree 

in anthropology -- archaeology. And just a couple years ago I got my certificate in gerontology, 
too. So that's that. 

Let s talk about your flying. When did you finish your pilot's license? 

I first soloed on Memorial Day in 1963. I soloed in a Piper Super Cruiser, which I owned along 

with a pilot that was a commercial pilot for Edgerton, Germeshausen and Grier, EG&G. Then I 

was so busy working that I didn't get my pilot's license until 1970 I believe it was. And then I got 
mY ficense in a high performance airplane. It was a Beechcraft Bonanza. It was an F-33A, which 
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is a high performance aircraft. And, bov after that ,, , , 
,  ,  . . .  .  '  a n  a t  s  a f t e r  M a c k  a n d  I  w e r e  m a r r i e d  a n d  

I had a little more time. Aside from all u • 
ae Irom 31] these business things that we did, I went to school and 

took my flymg lessons. Of course,, ,hink , told you before ̂  ^ ̂  _ __ ^ 

flying and so did I. And that was our thing that we did together that we loved. 
Tell me about your records and your flying awards. 

I will. The first record that I ever did — wp.11 e n t ever aid well, first of all, let me tell you that after I got my private 
license I went right on. The next license tha, I got was nty ms,rumen, rating because I wanted to 

do a Transcontinental Air Race. And in order to do a Transcontinental Air Race you have to either 
have a commercial license or an instrument ratino c,,,, • instrument rating. So the instrument rating, everybody waits to 
do that. They think if s so hard. Bu, I like that better than any rating I ever go,. And so I go, tha, 

and we entered a Transcontinental Air Race. And after that then I went right on and got a 

commercial certificate. Then I got a seaplane rating. Then I got a multi-engine rating. Then I got 

a flight instructor's rating. So I fly everything, single and multi-engine, land and sea. I've flown in 

several Powder-puff Derbies and several Fresno 400s and Arizona little races they have. I've done 
a lot of flying for fun. 

Tell me about your first Transcontinental Air Race. 

Oh, my. My first Transcontinental Air Race was » we entered on a "lower number of hours" 

pilots. But you had to have commercial certificate or an instrument rating. Well, I had the 

instrument rating. And my copilot --1 think I had about 250 hours and she had about 100 hours. 

We had about 350 or 400 hours between us. That's all we had. That was probably the least 

number of hours of anybody in that entire race. 

At that time I was kind of well known in Las Vegas. I had a call one night from this man 

that owned the airplane sales for MAHLs. A MAHL is a type of airplane that is a high wing 

airplane and they manufacture these little, small airplanes. And Mr. Mahl used to work for 

Mr. Piper. That's why it has the high wing, high lift wing. And so he started his own company. 

MAHL. And I got a call from him. And his name was Baker, Dick Baker. And he wanted us to 

be known as the Baker's Dozen. So the race started on Friday the 13th. And he bought for us the 

number 13 to enter on it because we were a baker's dozen, 13. 

I knew how to fly Tail draggers. A Tail dragger is a small airplane that, as the name 
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implies, has a tail wheel. Most airplanes havp 
have a tail wheel Tk u 0 main wheels and a nose wheel. But MAHLs have a tail wheel. I knew how to fly tail wheel* TU . 

n ' ^re very difficult to fly and most neonle do 
not fly tail wheels. And I think that's wW ^ P P 

h •. ma e me a reahy excellent pilot is because I learned 
how to fly tail wheels, Tail draseers HP d-, 
T, . ' 0Wed me exactly how he wanted me to fly it, et cetera. 
The copilot, he showed her also And he min f n 
,  .  . . . . .  '  u s f l > ' t h e  r a c e c o u r s e  b e f o r e  t h e  r a c e ,  w h i c h  a l  

that time I did not know that was so i r A A . 
, , . ,. , „ USUaL 1 dld not k"0" !>»» difficult it was to find a sponsor 
I did not know lots of things about racing. But I found out. 

The reason he wanted me to fly exactly the way he wanted us to is because the MAHL just 

to -. e terminus of the race was a. Ehnira Coming, New York. Let's see. The beginning was a, 

a omar, California, which was Carlsbad, California. And the aitport is called Palomar. And then 

the terminus was Elmira Coming, New York. I, was the glider capital of the world. So when we 

eft the mandatory stop in Michigan we were halfway to Elmira Coming. Our engine quit And 

do you know I go, i, started iike this (making sounds). And so thai was jus, enough power to keep 

us up. I go, ready to land on a little, small road. I, wasn't so small I guess now tha, I think about 

it. I go, ready to land and the engine quit again. I got i, started, (making sounds). And we were 

about just above the telephone or the electric wires. And then i, went (making sounds), jus, 

enough to keep us in the air. And we flew 160 miles into Elmira Coming. When I told them that 

we were having a problem, we flew the timing line and we landed and the airplane never started 
again. 

So my copilot was so afraid that she went to bed and I couldn't get her up to go to any of 

the festivities. She was scared to death, D-E-A-T-H. So I had to wait until the airplane was fixed. 

So I said, no, you're going home with me. She said, no, I'm not going home with you. I said, yes, 

you re going home with me. And so I went to all the festivities of the air race and also then stayed 

and got my glider rating. So I got it at the glider capital of the world, Elmira Corning. And that's 

where I got my glider rating. 

That was the first air race. And so then I was in several Powder-puff Derbies and flying 

my own plane, different copilots. Of course, I had more records then. The best time that I had 

was doing world and national aviation records. Both in Mexico and the Caribbean. In Mexico I 
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still hold the records. Every major city in Mexico - w.„ c T 

city in Mexico and from Las Vegas, Nevada •' r°m ^ Ve§aS' NeVada l° CVery maj°r 

South America and then return. 0 1SlandS th£ Caribbean t0 the coast of 

Well, do you want me to talk about mV records TK 

adventurous thinv that r , rCCOrds actualIywere the most adventurous thing that I ve ever done. If you've seer, th^ • , , 
u + u « • en the movie Amelia, the parts that thev have in 

there about her flying in the storm and over the thin,  u T meyuavein 
. .  . . _ 8 'when 1  saw that -- the movie company 

wanted us to see it. Thev wanted m ™ n y  

. . g°- a" the WOmen <hat belong ,o the Ninety nines. 
That s the organization for licensed women nilot<? in th , , 

. . P ots ln the world, the Ninety nines. They wanted us 
to see that picture. I don't know how thev ont tn • 

y g those pictures because when I saw it tears run out of 
my eyes. 

. remembered when I was in a storm and, was maybe jus, 20 fct over ̂  ̂  ̂  

a storm beeause I kept gehing iower and lower and lower to get under the storm clouds. And I 

wasjust - the water was practically lapping, you know, underneath the airplane. And I go. ready 

to land in the ocean. At that time the Federal Aviation Administration had asked me to take 

someone, you know, to observe and write down facts when I was doing the records. The, asked 

her to fly wrflr me. She wasn't a copilot. And I found out when she was in that plane with me she 

had never been in a small plane before. She had only been on a commercial airplane going 

somewhere. She'd never been in a small plane. And, of course, she was scared to death, too. 

So with my trusty Rolex watch I navigated. We didn't have navigation that you have now 

or that we have now 1 guess we should say. With my trusty Rolex watch I kept navigating 

because the regular navigation in storms does not work. 

How did you navigate with your watch? 

What? Oh. Well, I navigated --1 knew by the compass when I would fly a certain number of 

minutes, say, at a certain degrees, certain number of minutes I'll say to the right. And then I 

would - when the weather was more clear I would fly that certain number of minutes back to the 

nght and to the left. That's how I navigated. And when I came to the island, I was lined right up 

with the runway and I landed unlike Amelia who never, ever found the island. Oh. That was 
something. 

Well, I do want to tell you about the person. When we got that low I asked her to crack the 
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door of the airplane and put her shoe in it to holH it 
u -f °pen because when you land on that water 

you know, if the pressure of the water i« nn ti, ^ ' 
„  ,  ,  ,  „ , ,  ,  " t h e  d O O T  *o u  get out.  And so I wanted us to be 

able to get out when I landed on the water R„t 
Ut ortunately I did not have to land on the water. So 

we did not have to use that. But can you imaae i*nH • 
landlng °n the water, the plane going down in the 

water and you couldn't get the door open to net v , 
. A , u P ° g£t °Ut? You would drown. And so she put her shoe 
m the door so we could be sure to get out. 

Tell me more about the movie Drevipw? 
prevtew that you were talking about. Did the company invite 

you to preview it for accuracy? 

Yes. They sent us tickets for a theater here in Las Venas AnH A  • .  
i-as vegas. And they did that to several big cities in 

the world. They sen, us a big poster of Amelia. And they asked us to take i, to the aitpor, and take 

a ptcture of the women pilots here with the poster, whieh I did. Wouid you like to see? I can 
show you. Remind me after. 

Okay. 

So we did that. I cannot attest to the love part of the movie. But the flying part, oh, my goodness. 

The part where she was over the ocean and in the storms is so, so accurate. I don't know how they 

did it unless someone - I understand they can do wonderful, wonderful things now with movies. 

Now, you spoke about your Rolex watch. Didn't you receive an award from them? 

Yes, I did. After that flight I had correspondence with Rolex Watch Company. And they wanted 

my watch to put in their museum. So I had bought my watch from Rolex Watch Company and it 

was an old model of --1 can' t  say it .  I  had communication from the Rolex Watch Company that  

wanted to place my watch in their collection of historic time pieces at their cooperate headquarters 

in Geneva, Switzerland. It was a 1955 Rolex GMT Master. They did tell me that if I would place 

my watch - if I would give them my watch, they would let me have any type of Rolex watch that 

wanted. And people have asked me why did you get the same thing? Why didn't you get a gold 

Rolex with diamonds? And my reply was and still is because if you get greedy you get nothinu. I 

only wanted a new model of my Rolex GMT Master, which I got. To eyes that are not 

accustomed to Rolex watches it appears to be the same. But it isn't. It has emerald crystal. It 

does not scratch. Up over the winder it has a silver that protects the winder. It has a different type 

of bracelet. It's completely different. But to the untrained eye it looks the same. And I wear it all 
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the time. I still wear it. 

But then they did tell me ~ the museum took a trip around the world. And actually they 

told me where my watch was placed. It was placed — it has what they call a jubilee — well, it was 

the GMT Master II is what it was. And it had a jubilee bracelet. And they placed my watch along 

timepieces of General Chuck Yeager and Sir Edmund Hillary and sherpa Tenzing Norgay. And so 

that's where it is now. I thought it was in New York. I talked to them only a few months ago 

because -- I'll tell you why I talked to them. I talk to them once in awhile because all of my 

children when they finish college they get a Rolex watch. When I need anything done I send all of 

our watches to New York. So that's the story of the Rolex watch. 

Now, you did a lot of mother son races, didn't you? 

Not a lot. No, not a lot. One race Jack and I did together was the Fresno 400. Actually, it was the 

year that he helped me build the packinghouse. And so a Fresno 400 race came at that time. So 

he was the navigator on it. And he was taking flying lessons from me also at that time. Also, one 

of his girlfriends ~ he was single. And one of his girlfriends was taking flying lessons from me. 

So aside from building a packinghouse, running the ranch, I was giving flying lessons to Jack and 

his girlfriend. 
Oh, that's the story of the Rolex -- I'll tell you another thing at the ranch I did want to tell 

you. The man that was my ranch --1 guess you call him foreman. Well, he was a Mexican 

because I had to have someone who spoke Mexican [Spanish] to the crews that pruned the trees at 

the ranch, also the crews that picked the fruit, also the crews that thinned the fruit. And he wanted 

to grow some things. So around the packinghouse he grew tomatillos and beans and tomatoes and 

the long --1 don't know what you call them -- yard long beans and anything else that you can think 

of that they grow. He grew them around the packinghouse. And he would come early in the 

morning and water them. So I encouraged him to enter his produce, things he grew around the 

packinghouse, at the state fair. And he took the things that he grew around the packinghouse to 

the state fair and he won prizes on every single one of them. So he knew a lot about growing 

things that's for sure. I was sure lucky to have him. 
Going back to your flying, do you want to tell me about the flying grandmas? 

Well, the flying grandma, what do you want to know about the flying grandma? Oh, well, you 
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know, I used .0 be able to say tha, i„ Spanish. Whe„ we 

the Caribbean and came back? On mv 1 " 1S " 17'00°-mile trip in 
P I had naintpH -PI 

was called something "veladura." Now I've fo §randmaS' And in SPanish it 
grandma in Spanish. ^ ^°W t0 Sa*' 'l 'n Spanish. It was the flying 

One of the places that we landed - oh wiu 

weather we had  t o  c h a n g e our route Instead of ^ ̂  'ha' ̂  °f' ""°f the 

go at a route that I knew through Mexic ar hT ̂  * "" W* 

weigh, class - world records go in weigh, class AndT ̂ ^ ^ ̂  

Lindbergh. And I still hold the records Nobod h b " "" ^ ^ ras. Nobody has beaten those RERNRRK T» I 

since Charles Lindbergh to hold those records. m e0nyperson 

Anyway, when we started ou, on tha, nip. little did, ̂  ̂  ̂  wQu|d fee ^ ̂  

S O age Mextco, dte biggest oil shortage that they ever had. So by the tinte we go, through 

Mexico and we got to our last takeoff was - die last weather station in Mexico to go to the * 
Caribbean was - where is it that everybody goes now? 
Cancun or Cozumel? 

caneun. There's a big weather station at Cancun. And after that there are no more weather 

stations the Caribbean. So I go, to Cancun. And we were eating dinner. And always after we 

ate dinner where we stayed overnight I wonld ge, down on the floor and I'd be checking ou, what I 

a to do the next day because the person with me didn't know how to fly, didn't know anythhw 

about airplanes. She was a good person to have because she would make me maybe have a little 

glass of wine and relax a little because I was all business, all business. I'd be down on the floor 

with my charts. And I took three sets of charts. I took regular charts. And then I took world 

aeronautical charts. I would check all of the charts and I would be sure I had all the frequencies. 

It was a big job. Aside from getting the okay to go at first, it's lots and lots of paperwork 

connected with it. I had to be sure when I was going over the ocean that I had the right 
frequencies to call on the radio. 

That reminds me of something. That's what Amelia Earhart didn't do. She threw away all 

of her stuff that would help her with her radio equipment and she didn't know how to use part of 
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that and she left it all behind. You know t 
show that and I had hea HtW ' thou§ht about that until just now. The movie did 
show that and I had heard that. Well, I wasn't like that If T hart t c 
to call If 1 had thr^ t n  a f r e q u e n c i e s ,  I  h a d  t h e m  d o w n  to c . 1 had three I had them all down. And T vno, 

, w Morse code also because I wasn't 
going to be caught - you know I iust tu , „ , 
, T, . ' oughtof that until just now. I wonder why she did 
that. That was a stupid thine to dn tn +w 

, 8 °''° ̂  °Ut ^ ^"ipmen, because i, was ,00 heavy. 
e . anyway a, s what I would do every „ight rd be down on the floor And ^ ̂  ̂  

tome ave a g ass of wme, come on and relax a little bit. She really didn't know how important i, 

was to know exactly, yon know, the frequency be on and the compass direction and how to 

figure „u, for the winds and all of that. I, wasn't like you had the navigation equipment of today 

So I was down there looking a, my Rolex watch figuring what time I would be there and who to 

call. And ,,'s very dtfficul, when you're - from island to island. They all have air space And 

you take off from one island. Yon go halfway to the nex, island. You have to report the 

boundaries. That's what they say; report the boundary, report the boundary. And I'd have to 

report the boundary. And, of course, I had to figure it because it's the middle of the ocean. You 

can't say, well, I'm over Highway 95 going south. You have to give them the exact thing. And 

you're over the ocean and you have to figure it yourself. So I would be down on the floor figuring 

it out. And I guess I did a good job because Cancun was the last place. 

Then when we got to - the first place that I stopped on that island I had a phone. And I 

would call my brother, Jim. He worked for at that time Republic Airlines and he had access to all 

the weather from the airlines. And I had no weather outlets there on any of the islands. If s just 

you look out and you check the weather yourself, which I'm looking out the window seeing the 

contrast of a jet right now. But I would look out every morning and see what the weather was like 

because 1 was my own weatherperson. But anyway, I called my brother, Jim, and he would tell 

me what Republic Airlines had in mind for us down there. 

Oh, I know what I was going to tell you. When we were eating dinner at our last stop. I 

thought I'd have to fly slow and not really fast because when you fly as fast as you can you use a 

lot of oil. As I said before, Mexico didn't have any oil to sell. They were short of oil. So there 

was some man that came up to see us. We had newspaper articles. And so they knew we were 

coming. And we had newspaper clippings. And some man came up and said, Are you the lady 
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that's flying and doing the records? And I said ves A n H  u „  
, . 1 1  , ,  > .  '  h e  s a i d ,  w e l l ,  I  h a v e  t w o  l i t t l e  g i r l s  a n d  I  
live really across the island. But one tiW „ u - , 

Ume " Wha, s thi« Wy's name? The lady that held the 
record in the airplane stopped here Chnnt- » , , 

nere'Chuck Y«gefs lady that was the head of WASP durintt 
World War II. Anyway, that lady stopped here once Sni , , 

. . nce- So 1 would like my little girls to meet you. 
Would you mind talking to them9 And T et,;a 

8 em. And I said, oh, no. He said, well, they're I believe five and 
eight or something like that, about that age. And so I said ™ w. g Aiiu so i said no. He says, well, if you can talk to my 
girl, he said,. belong to the Aero Club here and I can ge, you a case of oil. And so he brought his 

girls. They sat on my lap and I miked aviation to them, swee, little girls. Somewhere I have a 

picture of them. And tha, man, the next morning he was ou, there with his case of oil. And thafs 

exactly what we used. I could fly as fast as I could as long as I wanted with the case of oil from 

the man from Cancun who belonged to the Aero Club. What a sweet man he was. 

How many awards or records do you hold? 

One of my records has been broken, the first one I ever did. Other than that none have ever been 

broken. And I hold now currently 656 world and national aviation records. 

Wow. What was the most memorable trip or record that you ever held? 

The most memorable record that I ever did was from Barbados to Grenada. Thafs how they 

pronounce it, Grenada. Because, you know, we had that war there. When I was in Barbados they 

changed my sparkplugs. There was a plane there that belonged to the United States embassy in 

Grenada. Actually our person that represented the United States represented several islands 

around there. But the plane was there and I got to see that plane. 

But anyway, after they changed my oil they told me you're not going to fly — you know, in 

talking to the mechanics, they said you're not going to fly to Grenada, are you? And I said yes. 

He said, well, there's no navigation there. They said there's a war going on. And I said, well, I 

don't know anything about it. And they said, oh, you can't fly there; there's no navigation 

equipment. And I said, well, I don't know anything about it. So I said this is what I'll do. I'll fly 

halfway there and if I see the island ~ when I can see the island I will continue. If I don't see the 

island I have enough fuel to come back here and I'll do that. They said okay if you want to do it. 

So I was late, then. We had let them know - I've forgotten now, by TWIX or something, 

that we were going to arrive the next day. But we were late. And so when we got going we kept 
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looking and looking. We left Barbados w* u i 
. , . . K We looked and looked and I was j us. ready ,o ,um 

around and go back because of the fuel 
tuel. And we thought we saw something. And I said, oh just 

two more minutes, oh, just three more minutes AnH , , 
w r 0 eS' And we keP' and looking. And there it 

was. We saw Grenada. So I went aheari i , , , 
. r , • d ,here' BU',he ma?°r «* townspeople 

were there at that little airport to greet ns Knt tr, u_, 
t p o  g r e e t  u s ,  b u t  t h e y  h a d  a l l  l e f t  b e c a u s e  w e  w e r e  l a t e .  S o  w e  h a d  t c  

TAKE a taxi into town, which was okav A i 
was okay. And, you know, when we got into town they saw us The-

were so happy to see us. They thought because twn urn u, r g ause two little old ladies coming in an airplane, they 
thought that then tourist business was returning. And there were only two planes on that island 

You know what they were? They were big planes. , donh know what type they were because I'm 

not very -1 m only good at the airplanes that I know how to fly. And I didn't know how to fly 

those. But they were Russian airplanes. But you know how I knew? Their tail number had CCC1 

and then the number, CCCP. And you know what that stood for? Central Committee Communist 

Party. Central Committee Communist Party. So I knew that they weren't there. 

Well, they put us up at this wonderful little - there were a series of little houses on the 

beach that they had - actually, they were like a little bedroom with mosquito netting all around. 

They had a little porch and a little place to cook. And we had five maids. I have pictures of them. 

Five maids to serve us. They cooked breakfast for us. They spoke English too, somewhat. 

Instead of staying there one night or two nights I believe we were there five nights. 

They took us around -- the person that was handling the job for the United States at that 

time was a woman. And her husband and a little boy took us around in their car, all around the 

island. And on the other side of the island they were building a big, big airport that about three 

years after we were there opened. The airport ran along the ocean. And do you know they had it 

fixed so underneath the runway a submarine could come from the ocean underneath the runway up 

to a lake on the island and where there were barracks. And the barracks are where the Cubans and 

the Russians stayed. That was the most amazing thing that I ever saw. Can you imagine? A 

submarine coming from the ocean underneath the runway on the island to a lake on the island. 

How old were you when you went there? 

How old? Well, I'd have to figure it out. Let me see. What year was that that 1 did that? 

Seventy-three? So I would have been — what's 26 from 73? Let's see. Well, I have to figure it 
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out my license, my private license when I was -- 45? ,970. No. ,9807 Eigh.y-.hre, , 
did those records when I was 83. 

In 1983? 

In 1983. So I would have been — 

About 57. 

Uh-huh, I was about 57 years old. Yeah. 

How long did you fly? 

Till last year. 

Until last year? 

Uh-huh. My flight instructor's licensing ~ they've changed the rule. Every two years I have to 

renew my license and my flight instructor's rating. It's called a rating. And you have to renew 

your flight instructor's rating every two years. And I thought at that time everybody wanted me to 

continue my flight instructor s license as long as I lived to hold it longer than anyone in the world. 

But it s a two day class and you have to take these examinations and it was just too much for me. I 

thought, well, it will be a long time before anyone ever beats my 656 aviation records. I'll just let 

it go. And so last year I did not renew my flight instructor's license. 

Of course, I still have my license. All I have to do is do my physical. But if you let it go. 

instead of just taking examinations every two years, you have to fly for the FAA. And I sold my 

plane. And so at 83,1 mean why do I need to do anymore? 

What was the last record that you set? 

Oh, my. Not the last time I flew, huh, the last record? 

Or the last time you flew if you want to tell me about that. 

Well, the last time I flew was with my brother Jim. And he and I flew from Las Vegas over to 

Reedley. Reedley is where my ranch was where my mother and father lived. I know. We went 

over to an airport in Reedley. It's called Great Western. And Jim I flew over to Great Western. 

They were having a party for the Great Western Airport. And he learned to fly out at Great 

Western Airport. He was a pilot also. Aside from an airline mechanic, he was a pilot. 

And the last flight I flew was - no, that wasn't the last flight. That's the last flight I 

remember of any significance. He and I went over there. But I had just flown around the Las 
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Vegas area just every once in a while just to keen m„ u 
P Y hand in. But, you know, I don't like to do 

that kind of flying. I like to go somenlar^ na • 
8 someplace. I like to fly over the ocean or I like to go to - like 

Mack and I used to ~ I know something j-, , 
§ you dldn 1 ask me, about Mack and I flying. He and I 

ever time we'd have a dav that wernniH^A • 
go flying we d go someplace flying. And we'd go over to 

California someplace to look at how the , k at now the ranch was and to go see my folks and to go have lunch 
Here's a place way out by Gilroy that people go to fly i„ ,0 have lunch. 
Where at? 

Gilroy. It's a place in central California outside of Fresno. And there are places up by Sacramento 

that you could fly in. And we'd go to - what's that island outside of Long Beach where you go? 

It used to be owned by the Rigley family. People fly in there. Probably fly like over to Long" 
Beach. We liked to go to San Diego. 

And then why we liked Mexico so much - oh, I know what we did I didn't tell you. Our 

flying to Mexico was little by little. At first we flew to Mexico we were going to go to Mazatlan 

at first, but we didn't get there. We went someplace else. And it wasn't quite to Mazatlan. The 

next time we d go a little further until finally got to Mazatlan. Then pretty soon we wanted to go 

further. And so we went further and further until we got way down to Acapulco. We had a good 
time there. 

Thanksgiving is coming up. One Thanksgiving you know where we stayed? We stayed at 

a hotel that was like an upside down hotel. It was like we landed. We went to the hotel. And then 

there was a cliff. It went way down to the beach. And the rooms were all down the side of the 

mountain. It's called the Upside Down Hotel. And we had Thanksgiving there. They had turkey 
for us. 

Always we took Jeff with us. I think that's why Jeff doesn't care about flying. When we'd 

go someplace we always took Jeff. We never had babysitters. We just always took him along 

because we liked him I guess. We just always took him everywhere we went. You know, we 

were older parents. He's 20 years younger than the other kids. So we'd always take him. When 

1 d go someplace he always sat beside me. 

He's a good pilot. He's a good navigator because I guess from the time he was two years 

old he could navigate because he could look and see things, you know. And so one time when he 
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was in college. He was in Arizona A^.I. • 
. eir sPrm§ break came and he was going someplace on 

spring break. And so he said, mom can vm, „i 
' us on sPnng break to Mexico? And I said, sure, 

lets do it. I said, but you have to do the flvirm Cn i, 
Y ng. So he says, oh, I can't fly. And I says, oh, yes 

you can fly. I'll land and take off. Anybody can fw A A T 
y an fly. And so I said one thing you have to do. 

though, you have ~ we'll get our suitcase ;„o+ ... . 
'J on 1 ta^e very much. Like we take on air races 

we'd just take one little bag and that's all v™, u 
ou have to wash something if you need something. So 

take your swimsuit and two shirts and a natr , . , , , ana a pair of pants. And that's all you need. You can go 
barefoot or whatever. So I said I'll show , , 

you how you want the baggage put for weight and 
balance. And you guys load the airplane with that. And you do the flying and we'll go. 

So I went to Arizona. I picked them up. And we were gone a week. And I've got a 

photograph thing of spring break in Mexico. And he did all the flying. He's a good pilot. But I 

guess I burned him out on it because when you're a baby and you grow up with it, it's no fun to 

always do it's especially when your mom and dad are in the front seat and they say we're going to 

land, now sit back there, fasten your seat belt and be quiet. I mean why would it be fun to you? 

Before I gave up my license I said, now, come on, get your pilot's license. He says I don't want to. 

mom. Number one, I can't afford an airplane. And no two, when I want to go someplace -- he 

goes to Thailand almost every year and he likes to travel. He always traveled with me. He said 

when I want to go someplace it's too far to go in my own airplane. So why should I fly? I can just 

get on airplane and go. And so he knows how to fly. He knows how to navigate. He knows how 

to do it all. But he does not have a license. But Jack does. 

Speaking of travels do you want to tell me about some of your favorite trips? 

Well, I do want to tell you something more about the trip of the Caribbean. When we were on the 

Virgin Islands, I think it was the British Virgin Islands, the tower has to time you aside from your 

own timing. And then when they've timed you, you have to go get them to sign the papers and 

stuff. Lots of paperwork with it. I went up to talk to the tower. And in those islands it's not like 

here in the United States. You have to walk up to the towers to talk to them. And they wanted to 

fly with me. And at that time I thought, well, why not? I'm going to be the first to set this record 

from the British Virgins to wherever we went, to all the islands. I did all the islands that I could 

from there. So I said why not? I'll be the first to hold this record. 
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So I unloaded off our - we had all .his overseas wa«e • 
somebody furnished all that verv exrvn • ' equ,pmera Ihat we had to take. And 

' j tApensive. To rent all that ru' 
dollars a day. And somebody furnished that for us. I h d ,h ' ™S "h"1"* 
was almost like a little pillow that we sat on th e ne» est that there was at the time. It 

-  - *  — y o u  n z r:i::irraft-And ** -* - -
And so I unloaded all that eniiir>rv><i»-.+ u 

and there were tower people. And so I unloadeTallthT 7" ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ̂  ISla"dS 

left of it, and everything that we didn't do And I, k h eqi"PmeM' " 0f°"' ™S 

setting from the British Virgin ,sla„ds to Pe°P'e °" 3 

very slow. I didn't even try to go fast AnT!' " ' ̂  'Sla"dS' ^ °f »Tse, the time was 

records because I had three people in the ' C°U'd 

- was with me and me. ~ 
^ us- So anyb°dy could beat that record. I think 

y " ^'° "y °VCr tHe °Cea" in th* ̂  of airplane. So tha, was something 

Oh. I didn't finish telling you about on Grenada. Aside from taking us all around and 

a tng us to a the good seafood places, we saw the Rastafarians. And that's when they were firs, 

J; reggae^ They took us to all the places. And because they had had a war there, they took us 

ere the tag cannons were and where they had executed the prime minister and all of that. We 
saw all of that. And I have pictures of it. It's great. 

And then also one reason I had so many records, the National Aeronautic Association told 

me that ,f I could plot fire little, small islands that were around there that I didn't apply for I could 

have those record because they're official islands from official countries. And if I could do the 

exact latitude and longitude of those islands I could have those records. And then if the person 

doing it with me had the times for them I could have them. And that's how I got some other 

ds that I didn t really know that I applied for at first. That was fun. 

But the most fun was Grenada because then you hear a lot about the medical school at 

Grenada. And we saw all of that. We saw the people that made the little baskets, another thing. 

When we were returning from that flight, the first place in the United States I had to land was 

Tucson. Was it Tucson or Phoenix? One of them, either Tucson or Phoenix. You have to go 

through -- what do you call it? 
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Customs? 

Customs. And we took out all the thirm« 
, . * T i you know what they saw? I had them make little 

baskets, which I have some here T PA„U 
orae here I could show you. I had them pack Utile baskets. That's called 

the Spice islands. And i, had al, these spices in the HtUe baskets, handmade. They looked a, those 

baskets. And I guess they though, i, was dope in those baskets. They were spices. They took al, 
those little baskets and looked at everv one nf TU 

every one or them. They were spice. They were cinnamon and 
ginger and cloves and all those sniee« tw a-

at was so funny. But they thought it was something and 
it was nothing. 

Did they let you keep them? 

Yes. I kept a whole box full of them. I gave them to people. I have two or three here that I kept 

for myself. So that was fun. So Grenada - people ask me that. I guess it was Grenada we had the 

most fun. We stayed there about a week. We could hardly leave there. How could we leave there 

when you have five maids to cook your breakfast and have somebody to take you around and 
show you the sights? 

Do you want to add anything else about your flying experiences? 

Well, it is about a flying experience, but it's on the ground and it's what Mack used to tell people. 

He was wonderful at telling stories. But when we'd get around other pilots and other people, 

really, that weren't pilots, he would tell this story and make them laugh. I didn't think it was very 

fanny. But this is what he would do. He would tell them, if they weren't pilots, he'd say, what you 

have to do before you go, you're supposed to walk around and check everything on the airplane 

and make sure everything's okay. And he said, And you ought to see what it's like when people 

are watching you and you have a wife that does records and she's a flight instructor and you're 

around checking the plane and she's right in back of you seeing if you do it right. And then when 

you're up in the air, she's sitting beside you. He would always do the flying and I'd do the 
• • 

navigating. And she's there with her little finger pointing, you're two degrees off and pointing at 

this and pointing at that, you know, you're 50 feet under, you're 50 feet over. You ought to see 

what that's like when you have a flight instructor for a wife. He would have them laughing and 

laughing. They would laugh their sides out to hear him tell that story about Marie as a flight 

instructor. 
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And then he would tell them, You know why she's such a good pilot? He would say it's 

because I got my hcense first and I made every mistake that you could make and she learned from 
my mistake, And he would tell things like ̂  They wou,d ^ ̂  ̂  ̂  ^ ̂  ̂  

And then he would tell about when , _ 0h, there's one other thing. You know Howard Hughes? 

Dtd I tell you when he holed up here they didn't know what to do with his private pilot? And so 

he was not doing anything. Howard Hughes didn't go anywhere. In his last par, of his life he 

would have somebody else fly. And this person worked for Summa Coloration. And they gave 

htm an office out at the North Las Vegas Air Terminal. They had a company I think it was called 

Hughes Aviation Services. They sold airplanes. And that's when I was flying for my commercial 

certificate I would see him every morning, he and his - well, every morning that I flew. I had to 

have so many hours for my commercial license. I would see him and he finally said, Marie, would 

you like to ferry - this is my first commercial job. Marie, would you like to ferry airplanes from 
the factory here? And I says sure, I surely would. 

So men always wanted to ferry the multi-engine planes, the big planes. But nobody 

wanted to fly the little single engine planes. So when I got my commercial license, I would ferry 

planes for essentially Howard Hughes. It was his private pilot. But that's what he did. It was 

Hughes Aircraft Corporation. They would buy my airplane ticket to Wichita, Kansas. That's 

where the factory was. They sold Cessna's. And he would tell me what he wanted me to do; 

check over the airplane and make sure it was okay because, he says, when you sign for that 

airplane it's ours; so I want you to make sure it's okay. 

Well, when they finished manufacturing the airplanes, a test pilot would fly them and it 

would sit out on a line. Of course, it rains a lot there. So I would go there. I would check over 

the airplane. I would sign off on it. I would get it. 

But one airplane, it was the first one that they made for retractable gear for a little, small 

Cessna. So I took that airplane. And I would always stop in Albuquerque for fuel and then come 

on to Las Vegas, straight shot, fun, fun to do. So I would go there. I would have a nice steak 

dinner, nice place to stay. And the next morning I'd get the airplane and fly it to Las Vegas. That 

was my first job. That was a fun job. 

Well, this one airplane, it was a Cardinal, retractable gear Cardinal. That's what it was. I 
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go. i, and it coughed, (making sounds, There _ ̂  ̂ ̂  ̂   ̂  ̂  ̂

it's down. And you take all the water out 
ut before you go. Well, I did that. I took a lot of water out 

of it. Evidently I didn't get it all because it U C A . • . 
had water in there. So when I got to Albuquerque I 

had tan take out all .he fuel and pu, in „ew fuel. Coming ,0 Las Vegas i, did i. again. 

him when I got - what was his name? Anyway, when I got here I told him it had 

water in the fuel. They finally sold to. And I kept my eye on it. Somebody bough, i, tha, was 
local because I would see it out there that niono T I  out mere, that plane. I knew it, you know. I knew that plane. 1 heard 

that it had water in the fuel. And they finally sold it. I haven't looked out there recently. I wonder 

if it's still there. It's probably in the graveyard now. But as long as I knew that plane it always 
coughed. It always had water in the fuel. 

And another thing McMillan did when the radio didn't work, he'd say, Marie, if the radio 

doesn't work, he says, put your foot up there on the thing and kick it. So one time I did. And you 

know it worked. And that worked several times. And you know what it was when I found out? 

The radios, they just put them in when the test pilot flies them. They test to see how the airplane 

flies, they don't test the radios. And sometimes the radio would work and sometimes it wouldn't. 

But if you put your foot up like on the dashboard, it's the instrument panel, put your foot up in the 

instrument panel and kick it, it would kick it in because the radio just slid in and out. And you'd 

kick it and it would work. He used to tell that story too. He would say I told her how to fix the 

airplanes; all you do is kick it. So there are a lot of funny stories I could tell. 

Oh, one other, just one other story. The only thing I don't do is aerobatics. I don't do 

aerobatics. I took lessons. I can do aerobatics, but I don't care for them. I like long distance 

flying. Mack, though, liked aerobatics like Victoria now. She's a good aerobatic pilot, loves 

aerobatics. 

Your friend Victoria? 

Uh-huh. Anyway, he was taking aerobatic lessons. And aerobatic airplanes are usually small. 

And this plane he was taking lessons in the antennas are sharp. And on a little, small airplane on 

the tail when you go around and check the tail there are - I believe on this airplane they had two 
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i 
June 1985: Marie cleaning windscreen of personal aircraft Beechcraft Bonanza F33A N23534. 

McCarran International Airport. 



Below: Flying Grandma's Odyssey. March 5, i985 

Hour Magazine Filming; Hughes Executive Terminal, McCarran 
International Airport 
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Above: In the cockpit of her plane. 



Left: August 2,1985. Marie in 
Oshkosh, Wisonconsin, Steve Wolf's 
time to climb record. National and 
World Record for climbing 3000 
meters in 9 minutes, 6 seconds. Class 
C-l, General and feminine group. 

Below: 1984.Marie and her plane 
with Jessie Emmett. 
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^>s Vegasj McCarran International Airport 

RELEASE 
Clark County Depot tment of Aviation - Robert N. Broadbent, Director 

CONTACT: CARL SCARBROUGH 
(702) 261-5109 

AUGUST 13, 1993 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

McCARRAN EMPLOYEE RECOGNIZED FOR AVIATION ACHIEVEMENT 

LAS VEGAS — Marie McMillan, the Flying Grandmother who holds more than 650 
world and national aviation records, will he honored Monday (August 16) at North Las 
Vegas Air Terminal for her pioneering role in general aviation. 

The Rolex watch company learned that McMillan, a public information representative 
at McCarran International Airport, still uses the Rolex watch she wore when she set most 
of her aviation records in a Beechcraft Bonanza A-36. 

The company, through its local representatives, will present McMillan with a new 
watch in exchange for her 20-year-old standard which will be displayed in the Rolex 
collection in New York. The company is also considering an advertising campaign featuring 
the longtime Las Vegan. 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

WHO: 

VISUAL: 

Monday, August 16, 9 a.m. 

North Las Vegas Air Terminal, 2772 N. Rancho Drive 

Rolex representatives and Clark County Department of Aviation 
officials will honor McMillan and present her with the new watch. 

The presentation will take place on the airport ramp in front of a 
number of general aviation aircraft, including a Beechcraft Bonanza 
similar to the airplane McMillan used to set hundreds of aviation 
records. 

North Las Vegas Air Terminal and McCarran International Airport are part of the  

Clark County Aviation System, owned by Clark County, Nevada and operated under the 
po|jcv direction of the Clark County Board of Commissioners, the authority of Donald I, 
"Pat" Shalmy, County Manager, and the management of Robert N. Broadbent, Director o 

Aviation. 
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ROLEX 

Tel. 212-758-7700 •Oil* MATCH U S A INC 

M J  f i l l *  A « MM 

"•» *oil. It V 1002? 

December 1. 2«M 

Mrs. Marie McMillan 
62 Sahalee Drive 
Las Vegas. NV 89148 

Dear Mrs. McMillan: 

It is our pleasure to correspond with you again. As the holder of 656 World and USA 
National Aviat.on records, your career is unmatched 

This will confirm that your 1955 Rolex GMT-Master has been placed in our Rolcx 
collection of historic timepieces at our corporate headquarters in Geneva. Switzerland. 
. 'r walch (u'hlth was uscd to tlme your aviation records currently resides alongside 
imepieces ol General C buck M eager, Sir Edmund Hillary and Sherpa l enzing Norga\ 

We wish you all the best at the upcoming "Women in Aviation In 

aviation. 

Sincerely yours, 
Rolex Watch U.S.A 

Peter Nicholson 
Director of Commui 

a r t g k o k  .  B e v e r l y  H i l l s  .  B r u s s e l s  .  B u e n o s  A i r e s  C a r a c a s  
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M e x i c o  
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.  D a l l a s  .  G e n e v a  H o n g  K o n g  J a k a r t a  
C i t y  M i l a n  M u m b a i  N e e  Y o r k  P a r i s  
T o k y o  T o r o n t o  

J o h a n n e s b u  



Marie's plane. 

October 29,1991, Washington, D.C. 

Marie with Dr. Paul E. Garber, National 

Air & Space Museum in his personal 

office. 
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Marie with son Jack after a mother-son race in Fresno, California. 

Marie with Scott Fitzgerald at NASA. 



antennas on each side of the vertical stahii™ tt. . 
vertical stabilizer. There's a horizontal stabilizer and a vertical 

stabilizer on the plane. Well on earit ti . , 
of the vertical stabilizer was an antenna. And I was out 

tee having lunch or something while he was going flying or w come in. Anyway>, was „ „ 

Ute airpor, and he was taking a lesson. And he wen, to look undentealh Ihe aitplane like Ihis and 
the antennae cut into his eve. Oh Anrl T ,„ae , 

meplace close. And he called, Marie, Marie. I've 
poked my eye out. And the blood was ~ * t ne Diood was coming out. I said get in the car, get in the car. And I took 

him .0 - our friend is Ken Westfield. 1 took him to Ken. And do you know by luck lha, antennae 

was sharp and wen, right in the comer of his eye and i, just missed everything jus, perfectly and i, 

didn't do - I mean just a lot of blood and a lot of stuff, but didn't hurt his eye at all. Can you 

imagine that? So we've had lots and lots and lots of fun with airplanes. 

Oh, one more, one more thing. We would go down to Cabo San Lucas in lower California. 

I have lots of things to tell you about that, but I won't. No, this wasn't in Cabo San Lucas, though. 

This was in Mexico, the coast of Mexico. Two things. One time we went to Cabo San Lucas. We 

went deep sea fishing. We caught a couple of big nice fish. We put fish in the plane and we flew 

across the gulf there to Guadalajara. He had friends that retired there in Guadalajara. And she 

would cook the fish and then we would come home. That was fun. We did that a couple of times. 

And then also we went down to Mexico down past where the tourists go. They were 

building houses and we built a house there that they hadn't built yet. And we sold it before it got 

built. So we hopefully were going to have a house down in Mexico. But we thought it wasn't a 

good idea. And they started building it and we sold it for a little profit. Okay, that's all about 

flying. 

Well, before we wrap up would you like to tell me about when Dr. McMillan passed away? 

Yes. When he passed away I think I've already told you about the Sentinel Voice. The Sentinel 

Voice had on their front page a picture of him with his little Scottish tarn on overlooking the Strip. 

It said hero passes. And also, his school, the school named after him, the James B. McMillan 

Elementary School, the school board took a bus of his—took the choir from the McMillan School 

to the funeral and they sang at his funeral. I have a picture of that. That was so lovely. I was so 

distraught I can't remember a lot. But I thought he had the most wonderful funeral. I thought for 
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the school district to have the choir sim* wa« ^ ,, smg was really> really, really something. And, also, I do want 
to say there have been scholarships created for him. 

Well, McMillan did so many things for so many people. I was so proud of what he did. At 

the time I didn't know he was doing all these things. It's only when I look back in retrospect that I 
see now what he did. 

He loved flying, which a lot of people don't know about. And that's what we both loved. 

He was a topnotch pilot, loved to do aerobatics. 

Of course, he died of a rare form of bone cancer. I was so glad that I -- not forced. That's 

not the word. I was so happy that I encouraged — that's the word I want — that I encouraged him 

to talk to the oral history people about his book and Fighting Back. There's a lot of information in 

that book. The book was really about he got into civil rights and how he strived for it all of his 

life, really. And he tells I know in the book of what he did to help that along. Of course, he never 

took credit for anything that was ever done. He always wanted others to take credit for it. 

His bone cancer came ~ I know that he knew for a couple of years he had this bone cancer 

because he was always trying to find out what it was and he didn't know until just the very last 

month. Then it came. We found out what it was. One day he didn't go play golf. He said I just 

want to have breakfast with you. So we had a nice breakfast looking out over the golf course. He 

got up and he says, oh, Marie, I've broken my arm. And I said, oh, my goodness. I thought he 

was kidding me, you know. So we went to the doctor and he underwent a battery of tests. It was 

finally diagnosed with spindle cell cancer, which is very usual and very fast growing. He'd had it I 

guess for a while. But it all went up his back. And spindle cell, it went all around his backbone. 

They said, oh, you won't be able to walk unless we get this off. But he had an operation. The 

operation was fine. But it wrapped around his spine and it paralyzed him. He went to hospice. 

You know, I always thought hospice was for people when they were going to die. I guess 

they were fooling me. He said, well, I'll go to the hospice, but if I get better I'm going to come 

home. I said okay, okay. He was just there a few days. The schoolteachers came to see him and 

the governor came to see him and the school board and the teachers came to see him and all these 

people came to see him. And I thought there was something I didn t know. And there he was. I 

was with him right there at the hospice and he died. 
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When did he pass away? 

When? Oh, it was 1999 and it was in Match. I think i, was the 18th. , dont know. , was so - I 

don't know how I ever got along without him. , don't know how I ever go, tha, wonderfn! man. 
Actually, both my husbands were just wonderful 

Well, is there anything else — 

Yeah, there's one thing about after he HiVH Hom.D •. , . , s oui aner ne died. Harry Reid, he was in the Senate. And he made a 
tribute to Dr. McMillan in the senate And it'c ;« ti,0 ~ • i ic senate. And it s in the congressional record. Aside from telling all 
about his life and the book - he tells about the book - Harry Reid says that McMillan's life truly 

was a reflection of a valiant, idealistic and nonviolent struggle for equality. And he says his 

lifeworks have opened doors for many blacks in the United States and will continue to be an 

inspiration for all who are engaged in the race for equality. He says himself as a U.S. Senator. 

Harry Reid, he says, "Myself, I'm a better person because of the efforts of Dr. McMillan and 

Nevada's a better state because of his refusal to accept the status quo in his lifelong dedication in 
the struggle for equality." 

Wow. Is there anything else you'd like to add about your family or anything before we 
continue? 

No. 

Well, I'm going to ask you a few wrap up questions about Las Vegas in general starting with 

what do you think about the development of the Las Vegas Strip and the downtown area? 

I think that aside from McMillan, you know who had a good idea on it was Lubertha Johnson. 

And also really you should ask that to Catherine Joseph because — let me tell you what ~ well, 

when I first came here this town was a little cowboy town. There were 25,000 people here about 

or fewer when I used to come visit here before I moved here a lot. It was just a little cowboy 

town. Everyone knew everybody else. You could leave your doors open. And I liked it. And I 

think now it's coming up on two million people now. Things have changed a lot. 

You know what I really think? I think it was a good town when the mob ran it. At least I 

liked it that way. Now the big corporations run it. Tears come to my eyes when I think about 

what has happened to Las Vegas and I think about McMillan and all that he did. I didn't know at 

the time all that he did, what he was doing. I like to look at the Sentinel Voice that says, "Hero 
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Passes." And it was. He was a hero. 

And there are a lot of good things when towns grow. They have to grow. But growth 

brings lots of probletns. It brings problems of water and building and ntoney and all of tha, And 

I know Mack would have something to say about i, and he* try to help everybody in the way he 

could. And he did so much. And you know the one thing tha, 1 think about was how there are 

ceriain people tha, wan, to help Las Vegas and there are certain people tha, - he wanted equality 

And equality - do you know what I really think? There's a eertain amount of equality tha, comes 

and everybody sees and they say, oh, we're all equal. Bu, we're no,. The fight's still on. And the 

fight has only gone underground. It's just gone underground and people don't see it anymore. 
They don't recognize it. 

But I'm proud of Las Vegas. And I'm glad that I've lived here actually it seems like my 

whole life. And there are lots of good things. I feel that as a mother I feel that we did a lot of 

things for the kids by just having the kids play baseball, football, soccer, basketball and 

swimming. The mothers did a lot, but nobody even recognizes that. And people come here and 

they think, oh, this is a great town. They don't know what work has gone into making it the city 

that it is now even though there are lots of bad things, too, like the traffic and the court suits and 

all those things. But if you overlook all those things, it's still a great town. And I'm glad that we 
helped build it, really. That's all. 

Before we finish is there anything else that you would like to add? 

No. I can't think of anything. Can you think of something? You think of things better than I do. 

I think you've done a wonderful job. And we'd like to thank you very much. 
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